Deception Pass State Park

The monthly e-newsletter helping keep the friends and neighbors of
Deception Pass State Park in touch
www.deceptionpassfoundation.org

As many of you read last month, the fate of this news-letter
needed to be re-evaluated. Jack Hartt took this great communication
tool on as his own and transformed it into what we love and appreciate today. After his retiring, we realized all the passion and hard
work he placed into every issue, and we were left questioning if we
had the means to carry it on as he did. I am pleased to say, The
Current will still be in production going forth into 2018. Although it
will be different than what our viewers are used to, I believe this will
continue to carry on the connection between Deception Pass State
Park, Deception Pass Park Foundation, and our valued community.
This will be a new era of The Current, which will focus on a few core,
recurring themed articles with the likes of history in the Park, updates of current Park projects, and getting to know the personnel.
The Current will also be presented in a new way, turning from the
pdf format displayed in the past, to directly formatted in your email.
Anyone not on our mailing list will still be able to access it through
the Foundation’s website. This project will be led by our own Dr.
Cindy Elliser, secretary of Deception Pass Park Foundation. She will
be supported by other board members, as they collaborate with Park
staff and other Park concession partners in continuing the legacy of
this connection resource. Thank you for welcoming us into your inbox every month over the years, and we look forward to you joining
us in the coming New Year!
Jacqueline French
November/ December Current editor
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By Jackie French
AmeriCorps Interpreter, 2017-2018

There is a park that nestles across
two islands. Simply the word “bridge” associates a warm connection to this park
among all of it’s visitors. Sunny days
crossing over the bridge, the seals that
humor them from below, and the trails that
lead them to a closer view of the rushing
currents; this bridge is merely the preview
to all the park has to offer. In these colder
months, despite the recurring presence of
an audience, nature continues to shine.
This past week, however, an excited and
appreciative audience found in the students of Washington Connections Academy saw how alive Deception Pass State
Park can be in the winter while on their
field trip to Rosario.
Tiny humans waddled with their puffy
coat attire towards the gates of Rosario.
Each of their faces, as well as some of
their parents, gleamed with excitement- it
was the first snow of the year! Smiles
grew even larger as many first time visitors followed me into the park. We huddled in a circle near a Western Redcedar
as I introduced myself, one of our star volunteers, Sammye (pictured right), and the
beauty of the park. My goal: reveal the secret that is Deception Pass in the winter
season. Having never lead a field trip in
the winter, nor ever lived here during this
time myself, it was an adventure for me as
well! With every field trip, I let the students
know what is on the agenda so they each
can choose the main thing they’ll look forward to as I hope that other aspects will
surprise them. But as is the best case in
life, nature had it’s own agenda.
That day, we were the only people out
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there as we walked to hear the story of
the Maiden of Deception Pass. Her name
was Ko-Kwal-alwoot (phonetically spelled)
and her legacy and sacrifice for the good
of her people rest in a beautifully carved
cedar story pole right by the waters of Rosario. If you have not had the chance to
read her story or hear Sammye tell it with
passion and respect, I recommend this on
your next visit. And just as these introductions reel you in like the students, we quietly stop in our tracks. I turn to tip-toe to
the students, ranging in ages six to ten,
and quietly introduce our first creature,
who is easily startled- the California quail
(pictured on pg. 3). Two adults and three
babies scurry across our trail as we “ooh”
and “ahh” from their appearance. Shortly
after, we see an Eastern cottontail shoot
through the brushes just as all the students point and laugh with excitement. A
few more steps go by, and a father points
out a majestic bald eagle atop an evergreen tree. Some of the students gasp as
this is their first wild encounter with our
nation’s bird. And as we finally step up to
Ko-Kwal-alwoot’s feet, about eight trum2
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peter swans gently glide above our heads
in a V formation. Let’s just say that when
the Interpreter and fourteen year veteran
volunteer stops in amazement and excitement, the uniqueness in our trip started to
settle in.
The added snow was also a unique feature. As Sammye drew us in with an abbreviated version of the Maiden’s story, we
huddled on the Maiden’s leeward side,
moving our extremities every way we
could. Snow is only magical when you can
feel your fingers and toes. I quickly transitioned into our nature scavenger hunt with
the help of my well informed six year old
student assistant. We searched for a fern
as long as our arm, a madrone tree, and
my favorite to hear the students remind me
to look for: “litch-in”. Without fail, every field
trip with this activity provides a quiet, internal giggle to hear them unknowingly miss
the “like-en” pronunciation. I think I enjoy it
so much because it’s the tiny voice version
of how I first pronounced it. What a joy to
hear and see excitement on the students
faces as they learn so much about nature.
It’s a wonderful reassurance that the way I
learn by experience and fun is how they
enjoy it as well. Because of this mode of
learning, it often prompts them to ask more
questions and be motivated to learn more.
It’s my favorite aspect of the job. That, and
the fifth installment of animal sighting of
the day- a harbor seal gracefully playing in
the bull kelp in the waters below.
As the visitor count goes down, nature in
the park gets to celebrate all aspects of
their home. Beavers have peace and quiet
at the lake, deer roam the road to the vacant campgrounds, and harbor seals spin
in the kelp despite an audience’s applause.
With this field trip, I felt honored not only to
introduce this park to city-dwelling stuDeception Pass State Park Current

dents, but to take them behind the scenes
into the secret winter life of animals at Deception Pass. I have a passion for nature
and spreading all of its wonder, so it’s fulfilling to be that introduction of the same
passion to the students on field trips. Maybe these field trips will inspire a pursuit in
science. Maybe I am among a student that
will teach another what they know about
the next fern they see. Or maybe a family
will be inspired to visit this place that their
child has been raving about coming back
to. My job is to enhance experiences, facilitate appreciation, and influence behavior; I
could not ask for better responsibilities to
implement into my community.

California quail. Digital image. California’s Olden Golden Days.
http://cherylannestapp.com/california-state-bird-2/
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Rick Colombo
President
Deception Pass Foundation Volunteer since spring of 2011,
served as first interpretive Intern, with a stipend provided by the
foundation.
Rick was recognized as the Washington State Parks & Recreation
Commission’s “2011 Rookie of the Year”.
Rick presently serves park as a seasonal Park Aide, performing a wide scope of customer service, construction and maintenance, grounds keeping, custodial, and interpretation duties.
A local Oak harbor resident with neighborhood ties for past 40 years. A retired Navy Chief;
former owner and operator local handyman business; a seasoned tour escort of 50 bus &
cruise ship tours, providing customer services for 2000 guests of Johansen Royal Tours & Princess Tours, excited to view the Pacific Northwest and Western Canada.
Skilled in customer service, administrative support management, involved in community service as DP Foundation volunteer; church fundraiser, administration, maintenance, volunteer’s
coordinator; a former Cub and Boy Scout Master, BSA District Fundraiser, and BSA High Adventure Program Coordinator.
He recently completed an Associate Technical Arts (ATA) Degree in Environmental Conservation and Parks Resource Management at local Skagit Valley College.
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Matt Klope
Vice President

Matt Klope is owner of Whidbey Island Taxidermy,
and an avid bird enthusiast. He is retired Wildlife Biologist with the United States Navy.

Steve Young
Treasurer

Steve was born and raised in Georgia, Florida and Missouri. He
has lived on Whidbey Island since 1967. Steve is retired from
the US Navy with 20 years of active duty and is a Vietnam Veteran. After leaving the Navy he was an engineer on fishing
trawlers working in Alaskan waters and the Bering Sea. Steve
is now fully retired. During the spring and summer he volunteers as a Beach Naturalist at the Rosario Tide Pools.
Steve is resigning due to medical reasons from Deception Pass Park Foundation. We will
miss his great contributions, and we send well wishes to our friend.
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Cindy Elliser
Secretary

Dr. Cindy Elliser joined the Deception Pass Park Foundation
Board of Directors in 2017. After spending over a decade in
Florida and the Bahamas studying wild dolphins, she moved
to Anacortes, WA in 2013 to study marine mammals in the
Salish Sea. In 2014 she founded the nonprofit, Pacific Mammal Research, to study harbor porpoises and harbor seals and educate the public
about the local marine environment. She contributes to the scientific literature
and presents at international conferences. Dr. Elliser also teaches biology and
chemistry at Skagit Valley College. Education and environmental stewardship and
protection are very important to her, thus she was excited to join the DPPF board
and help them with their mission of resource protection through education for the
beautiful Deception Pass State Park.
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Jill Johnson
Board Member

Jill Johnson is an Island County Commissioner and supporter of Deception Pass State Park. She lives in Oak
Harbor with her husband Alex.

Deception Pass State Park Current

7

December 2017

Terica Ginther
Board Member
Terica Ginther lives in Oak Harbor, and she owns a local whale watching & sightseeing company, Deception Pass Tours, that operates out of Cornet Bay in Deception Pass State Park and Oak Harbor with her husband Brett, a graduate of
South Whidbey High School.

In addition to managing their company, Terica is a Business Attraction professional, as well as a Marketing & Fundraising expert. She has traveled extensively
through throughout the US and Canada working to recruit companies to relocate or expand into the region- bringing jobs with them. Through these efforts, she has worked collaboratively with Port Districts, City, County and State officials, Environmental organizations, and property owners. In 2013, she was the recipient of the Washington State Department of Commerce’s Mover & Shaker
Award, which is given to the top Economic Development Professional in the State each year for changing
the Economic Development landscape. She is also the recipient of the International Economic Development
Association’s Top Award in Economic Development in recognition of SchmoozeCruise- a business recruitment event, and she is a Paul Harris Fellow in Rotary International.
Prior to her years in Economic Development, Terica worked in Tourism. As the Vice President of the Yakima
Valley Visitor & Convention Bureau- she managed a team of 20 professionals in 5 divisions including the
Sports Commission, Tourism Marketing, Convention Sales, Public Relations, Government Relations, and coordinated the funding and management of the Washington Wine Country Visitor Center in Yakima.
Terica serves on the Island Local Integrating Organization Technical Committee which works to implement
the Puget Sound Partnership’s Action Agenda for the waters surrounding Whidbey and Camano Islands.
She is the mother of an 18 year old wrestler and a 16 year old tennis player at Oak Harbor High School, so
she’s investing a lot of seat time in high school bleachers these days.
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Dan Maul
Board Member

Dan Maul and his wife, Lori, moved from Kirkland to their
home on Cornet Bay on Whidbey Island in 2015. Dan retired
after 30+ years in private practice as a Registered Investment Advisor helping small business owners set up and
manage their retirement plans. Lori, who has a family history in Anacortes and Friday Harbor, owns two shops in
downtown Anacortes; Classic Style & Company, a women’s
clothing boutique and Fidalgo Artisan Yarn Company, a yarn shop featuring her
own hand dyed yarns.
Dan is a graduate of the Oregon State University School of Forestry where he graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Forest Management and a minor in Recreation. He feels that joining the DPPF Board “offers me a way to get back in touch
with some of my basic interests.” In addition to enjoying fishing, crabbing and
shrimping on Plan C, his C Dory, Dan is an active volunteer in the Anacortes Chamber of Commerce and a staunch supporter and volunteer at Safe Place in Everett,
an emergency shelter for abused and neglected children.

Deception Pass State Park Current

9

December 2017

Dave Myers
Board Member

Dave Myers joined the Deception Pass Park Foundation in 2017. He is a Retired Navy Veteran that
still works for the Navy where he is the Manager of
Cliffside RV Park. Dave is an avid Hiker and burgeoning Naturalist whose passion is sharing his
knowledge and love of the outdoors and the spectacular places of
Whidbey Island with others new to, or visiting the wonderful world of
Island Life. Deception Pass has always held a special place for him, it’s
his go-to getaway to relax and unwind, The Tursi Trail is his new favorite hike, so if you see him out there take a moment and say “Hello”!
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Deception Pass
This is a monthly update, sent out to neighbors and friends who have expressed an interest in
what is happening at Deception Pass State Park.
We are grateful to be welcomed into your
inbox for so many years.
If you are not interested in receiving monthly
updates via the Current, please reply to this message
and let us know.
Thank you for reading this issue, and we
hope to see you next month!

AmeriCorps Interpreter
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, Wa 98277
360.675.3767 x231
Deceptionpass.interpreter@parks.wa.gov

State Park Staff:
Board members:

Jim Aggergaard, Ranger

Rick Colombo, President

Nathan Anderson, Ranger

Matt Klope, Vice President

Jason Armstrong, Park Manager

Steve Young, Treasurer

Rick Blank, Asst. Manager
Darlene Clark, Sr. Park Aide

Cindy Elliser, Secretary

Doug DeYoung, Maintenance

Jill Johnson

Jacqueline French, AmeriCorps Interpreter

Terica Ginther

Todd Harris, Maintenance

Dan Maul

Jeri Lancaster, Office Assistant
Mark Lunz, Maintenance Chief

Dave Myers

Truly McCone, Ranger
Bill Ruh, Sr. Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Bryce Watkinson, Ranger
Marv Wold, Maintenance Lead

Our Park Concession Partners!

Deception Pass Tours

Anacortes Kayak Tours/ Blue Otter Outfitters

AdventureTerra Tree Canopy Climbing Tours
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