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Maintaining beauty
By Jackie French
AmeriCorps Interpreter, 2017-2018

There is a Park, where nature is the main
act. The sun shines its stage lights brilliantly
through the towering trees, the water laps onto
the shores in a rhythmic melody, and wildlife rustles and chirps to remind us we are visiting their
serene home. 2.7 million people claimed a ticket
to the nature show this year- all of which received a front row seat. They were here to make
memories in nature, but if we look closely, there
are details big and small that expand our experiences at Deception Pass State Park.
Benches give way to enjoy a scenic moment, shelters host warm family gatherings, log
cabins provide a space for education about nature. These details by way of structures in this
Park were built by young men in the Civilian
Conservation Corps in the 1930s. 164 Delaware
men arrived in Anacortes in 1933 to make a park
part of memories. The log railings on North and
South sides approaching the bridge are still
among one of their most visited, yet almost secret imprinted detail they left for this park. The
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foundation of infrastructure laid by the men of
the CCC has enriched so much beauty of Deception Pass, that generations of Park employees since have been inspired to continue the details often not thought of that support what secrets this park holds.
Questions hide within nature to peak your
interest and curiosity. Have you ever seen a
beaver in Cranberry Lake and doubted if they
were, in fact, mammals? When you first walked
the bridge, did you ever wonder about life before
it was installed or what waterways you were surrounded by? My job as an Interpreter is to be the
visitor’s scientific guide- translate the ways of
nature, answer questions, and provoke even
more curiosity. Since most Interpreters wish to
educate as many visitors as possible, interpretive signs are details strewn throughout the Park
to facilitate my educational goals. My first few
sign projects are only in the beginning stages of
design and thought. Some signs from my predecessors teach me what qualifies as state standards, others exemplify what grabs a reader’s attention. But every sign is installed with potential
learning opportunities. Todd from our maintenance crew, Ranger Nathan, and I just installed
the newest signs for visitors to read and learn
about the bridge for years to come. Aside from
the 80 or so people who watched us install the
signs over the three day process, interpretive
signs become another example of strength in
details.
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This picture was on the
final day, as we used
clamps to hold the sign in
place for installment. It
leaves out so much of the
process- from learning
the new technique of installing signs, to positioning the post in concrete.
The aspects that add detail to experiencing this
Park is all possible by the
men and women who put
in the work behind the
scenes.
A visitor’s enjoyment might last for a
quick hike, hours on a
beach, or even for a few
days in the campgrounds at Deception Pass.
Camp hosts, like Annette in Quarry Pond
campground clear off the roads of debris and
pine needles, suggest the best hikes and the
best way to get there. Groups will check in and
enjoy events at the Cornet Bay Retreat Center.
Senior Park Aide Bill takes care of operations,
including going above and beyond hospitality
and checking in some groups arriving after
hours. Our maintenance staff, Mark, Marv,
Doug, and Todd provide so much for this Park.
Most recent of which, they contracted, built, designed, and cut the logs for the amphitheaterour new pride and joy in the Park. Then there
are our Rangers- Rick, Jim, Ben, Bryce, Nathan, and Truly. From installing road signs and
speed bumps to patrolling campgrounds, they
maintain and ensure the safety of the Park. Our
office assistant, Jeri, is what many of us consider the life-line of Deception Pass. From day-today operations, to big picture goals and the financial means we have to achieve it- she is the
wizard of all Park knowledge. It is with deep receptiveness and care to weave all the details
together to run the show. Jack has been an attentive leader as Park Manager for this Park for
many years, and now the torch is passed to Jason. The details of this Park will be stitched to-
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gether with pride by Jason, as we all care and
contribute to its present and future.
With over four thousand acres, the most
visited State Park, and over ninety years running, there are so many details that make this
Park something to return to. Incredible hikes
that never cease to amaze, views that calm the
schedules and mind, and an iconic bridge that
provides a great invitation. The details of beauty, support, infrastructure, safety, customer service, and education exponentially enhance not
only the viewer's experience, but also the legacy created by this Park. And it is with passion
and hard work that this legacy will be carried
out for generations to come.
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Deception Pass Park Foundation
Board Meeting Minutes
Foundation structure and responsibilities were
reviewed, highlighting the large amount of
work taken on by the foundation to support
education in Deception Pass.
Budget and treasurer reports were reviewed,
noted we are on track with projected expenditures and income.
Education
AmeriCorps interpreter position was confirmed for the next year.
The Rosario field classroom is now
called the Discovery Center (sign
coming).
Educational programs supported by
AmeriCorps and the Foundation are
doing well, and highlighted in articles
in the Skagit Valley Herald.
Beach naturalist program was reviewed
and suggestions made to improve the
program, attract more volunteers and
provide more benefits to volunteers.
Current fundraising and membership structure
were discussed, along with ideas to increase
the foundation’s ability to fundraise effectively and reach out to members.
Updates on the amphitheater were discussed.
Building is on track and plaques for those
donating to the project have been ordered.
Updating and reprinting the map signs in the
park was discussed, some questions were
raised. More research is being done on cost,
design, etc and will be discussed again at
the next meeting to determine the best plan
of action to update the signs.
Newsletter structure and distribution were discussed, with suggestions for changes to be
made. This will be discussed again at the
next meeting to determine the best path forward.
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End of season events were discussed and
planned.
Discussion on providing or helping with a farewell event for Jack Hartt, who retires in October.
Membership and fundraising committees, processes and other details were discussed to
improve the foundation’s ability to obtain and
retain valued members and fundraising opportunities.
Paid AmeriCorps member position was approved for another year.
Interpretive report recapped a great summer
season and suggestions and improvements
for the next year were discussed to continue
to improve the educational components in
the Park.
The completion of the amphitheater will be happening soon, and arrangement of giving wall
plaques were discussed.

Foundation minute synopsis
By Cindy Elliser
Foundation Board Member, Secretary
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Deception Pass
This is a monthly update, sent out to neighbors and friends who have expressed an interest in
what is happening at Deception Pass State Park.
We are grateful to be welcomed into your
inbox for so many years.
If you are not interested in receiving monthly
updates via the Current, please reply to this message
and let us know.
As many of you know, our Park Manager for
the past 14 years has since retired. He took on this enewsletter as his own. We are currently discussing if
we have the means to continue what we believe is a
great communication tool between us and our community. I created this issue from a self-taught perspective to keep the Current going while its fate is decided.
Thank you for reading this issue, and we
hope to see you next month!

AmeriCorps Interpreter
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, Wa 98277
360.675.3767 x231
Deceptionpass.interpreter@parks.wa.gov

State Park Staff:
Board members:

Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Nathan Anderson, Ranger
Jason Armstrong, Park Manager
Rick Blank, Asst. Manager
Darlene Clark, Sr. Park Aide
Doug DeYoung, Maintenance
Jackie French, AmeriCorps Interpreter
Todd Harris, Maintenance
Jeri Lancaster, Office Assistant
Mark Lunz, Maintenance Chief
Truly McCone, Ranger
Bill Ruh, Sr. Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Bryce Watkinson, Ranger
Marv Wold, Maintenance Lead

Rick Colombo, President
Matt Klope, Vice President
Steve Young, Treasurer
Cindy Elliser, Secretary
Jill Johnson
Terica Ginther
Dan Maul
Dave Myers

Our Park Concession Partners!

Deception Pass Tours

Anacortes Kayak Tours/ Blue Otter Outfitters

AdventureTerra Tree Canopy Climbing Tours
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