Welcome to the Current!
It's Spring! We hope that you have enjoyed the few
nice days we have had so far and are gearing up for
all the outdoor adventures to come. Each month we
will be having a get to know us section, and this
month is Terica Ginther, DPPF Vice President. We
have another wonderful article from Ranger
Rick about the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)
that built the structures in the Park, and information
on many exciting up-coming events.

Read on to learn more about what makes Deception
Pass State Park so special to all of us!

Meet DPPF Vice President:
Terica Ginther

1. How are you involved with Deception Pass
State Park?

Our business, Deception Pass Tours, is a concessionaire in
the park. I am also a volunteer board member for the
Deception Pass Park Foundation.

2. What do you (as a volunteer, Board
member, Staff member) that helps make the
Park better for the next visitor?
Because we operate our business inside of the park, we
start with training all of our employees on the importance
of leaving the park better than when we find it each
day. This always means picking up litter, and it might

mean cleaning up goose poop in Cornet Bay, fixing a
board or two on the docks, or the one or two times per
year that we quietly hire a street cleaner to spruce up the
bridge parking lot. As a board member for the past few
years, I am proud of the projects that I have coordinated
because they have resulted in over $30,000 in new funds
for the park.

3. What is the best photo spot in the Park?
A secret spot to photograph Bald Eagles is from the East
sidewalk on Canoe Pass Bridge. Bald Eagles regularly
perch on a dead fir (or cedar?) tree midway up the Fidalgo
side of the cliff. When you stand or drive on the bridge,
you can come eye to eye with an eagle. If you find this
tree, you will be able to take a photograph of the feathers

surrounding the eagle’s face in high definition. Most
people miss the eagles there because they blend in so
well, and no one expects them to be that close to the cars
on the bridge. Since we go under the bridge 10-20 times
per day, we know that Bald Eagles perch there for many
hours surrounding low tide. Check it out for yourself this
summer, as you drive over the bridge.

4. What is your favorite way to explore the
Park?

Of course, I think that taking a Deception Pass Tour is the
best way to explore the park, whether you have lived here
for a lifetime, or are visiting for an afternoon. For the past
12 seasons, we have been sharing the stories of Deception
Pass in unique and enjoyable ways. The stories that are
shared, the amazing wildlife experiences, and the corny
jokes make it a fun way to spend the day. While I am
completely biased about this question, I promise that you

will not be disappointed in your experience aboard the
Island Whaler.

5. What is your favorite plant or animal within
the Park?

My favorite animal is the Pigeon guillemot. Not only is
their mating ritual a hilarious show, but the sounds…my
god! The sounds that these small sea birds can create
when turned on by true love is an
inspiration. Unfortunately, their dismal acrobatic skills
above water cause some wacky crashes. But, they have
truly magical underwater flying skills that make up for the
clumsiness we see above the water line. What I like most
about them is that the males act just like human males

during courtship. They like to show off for the ladies, and
they open their mouths wide as can be to display the
bright red color inside to catch the attention of their
lover. Later in the evening, when I see them peacefully
paddling together in Canoe Pass with two or three
Candlefish hanging from their beak, it is well with my soul.

Read on for more about the CCC and their
signatures in the Park!

Leaving your signature
By Ranger Rick

What will you leave behind for generations to come? I
believe we should think about the signatures we leave,
which inevitably show the pride we have for our work. The
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) has really left their
mark on my mind over the years and I’d like to share with
you a few of their signatures they have signed throughout

this park.

When the CCC arrived to work on this park in the 1930s,
there were two designated camps to begin building
structures for the park- Camp Rosario and Camp
Cornet. Each camp had a distinct signature style they left,
and with a keen eye, one is able to see these patterns
throughout the park.

The first of which can be seen in the rock abutments that
hold the wooden guardrails lining Highway 20 on either
side of the bridge. On the North end of the bridge, Camp
Rosario designed the tops of these abutments to have
smooth cement. Whereas on the side of Cornet Camp,
south of the bridge, the top of the abutments has rocks
that sit naturally arranged and not smoothed out. Simply in

rails leading to the famous bridge, style was in the details
which is something to appreciate. You may find a few
modern day “signature” abutments which are now made of
palm tree wood in the shape of a pole with a rod down the
middle. These have been placed to withstand the force of a
car and to prevent one from heading off the road.

One of my most moving memories was working on the
Cranberry Lake Shelter. Three park staff, myself and two of
our maintenance staff members, Mark Lunz and Marvin
Wold, worked with John Tursi on this shelter in the way the

CCC did when they built it. John Tursi was one of the
youngest members of the CCC when he arrived, so to
experience the signatures first-hand will never be
forgotten. While working on this structure, I had given a
talk about the CCC to the public. There was a woman in the
crowd who had started crying. When I asked her what was
wrong, she pointed to a rock in the building. Her
grandfather was a member of the CCC and was in charge
of building the wall I was discussing. She said they would
choose one rock as a “signature rock” as the center focus.
They would lay this rock on the ground first and design the
wall around this one rock. Eventually, they would be
mortared together in the same way when the wall went up.
Yet another fantastic secret way to still see the work from
the men who built these walls.

In April of 1990, there was a CCC reunion and I had the
pleasure of sitting with three men at a potluck. The men
had been from Washington and Oregon, well versed in
living and working in the outdoors. The three I had talked
with had originally gone to Camp Rosario, and showed
such promise that they were made senior leaders for Camp
Cornet later on. The four of us went to the big shelter at
Bowman Bay, the one furthest from the ocean. In that
meeting, I heard the story of this shelter from the builders
prospective. This shelter is actually two buildings in one.
The first half, where the large fireplace sits, exemplifies the
style that Camp Rosario held- cross beams and closed
structure. The other half displays the open style that Camp
Cornet structured around (see pictures). If you look to any
CCC shelters in the park especially, note how they were
always designed between two trees, although weather or

rot might have decided the trees fate in a few cases.

Over the years, I have left a few of my own signatures

through the park. From rocks laid as path boarders on
trails to roof overhangs, there are stamps throughout that
have secretly read “Rick was here”. When building
structures and roofs in the park, a 3-inch ridge cap
overhang lies as my signature. Typically, they’re placed to
cover a CCC log that juts out, but it’s so remnant of roofs
in Eastern Massachusetts that I could not resist modeling
after their style to bring to the West coast.

Clearly, great work can leave such a powerful impact in
structures, a community and its people. Sign your name to
everything you do- be proud of your work, be proud of its
potential impact.

Don't miss State Park Free
Days!
Washington State Parks has announced the
following free days, when the Discover Pass will not
be required to visit a state park in 2018.
April 14 — Spring day
April 22 — Earth Day
June 2 — National Trails Day
June 9 — National Get Outdoors Day
June 10 — Fishing Day
Aug. 25 — National Park Service 102nd Birthday
Sept. 22 — National Public Lands Day
Nov. 11 — Veterans Day
Nov. 23 — Autumn day

Please note, free days apply only to day use (not
overnight stays or rented facilities), A Discover
Pass will still be required on these days to access
lands managed by the Washington State Department

of Natural Resources and the Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife.

Cool things to do in the Park
Here we will try and highlight interesting areas,
trails or events for you to check out!

This month: North Beach Trail

Length: .9 miles one way
Trailhead: Amphitheater parking lot

Unique features: the sounds of crashing waves as
you hike through the forest, views of bridge
Terrain/ level of difficulty: rocky with roots/easy

Guided hikes are led here every Saturday from
June-mid August beginning at 11am.

Keep reading about how you can help DPPF!

Giving Wall
We are looking forward to the summer programs this
year at our new Deception Pass Amphitheater Stage.

We are in the final stages but need YOUR help in
completing it! There is still time to donate and have
your name on the "Giving Wall" on the back of the
stage.

There are various sized plaques to recognize our
generous supporters. To have your name added to
this permanent place of honor you can send a
donation by mail, on our website, or our gofundme
campaign.

Help DPPF!
Want to help older household items and
equipment be re-used and have a new life?

DPPF can help!

Contact us if you have any of the following you can
give as in In-Kind donation (or have any other times
you think may be useful!):

Wish List
2 Laptop computers
Microsoft Office suite software
Flat screen TVs

Board of directors and volunteering
Click here to watch a short video and learn more
about the Deception Pass Park Foundation. Join as a

Friend of the Park, or volunteer to serve on the Board
of Directors.

Learn about upcoming local events, read on!

Upcoming events!
Friends of Skagit Beaches
2018 Lecture Series

Getting to Know NOAA: What is the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration?
From daily weather forecasts, severe storm
warnings, and climate monitoring to fisheries
management, coastal restoration, and
supporting marine commerce, NOAA products
and services support economic vitality as well as
resilient communities and ecosystems. Ms. Polly
Hicks, restoration ecologist with NOAA
Restoration Center, will talk about NOAA’s
history and mission and provide examples of
how NOAA’s work, reaching the surface of the
sun to the depths of the ocean floor, supports
the communities and health of the Salish Sea.
Lectures are free and open to the public.
Sponsored by Friends of Skagit Beaches:
friends@skagitbeaches.org. For more

information please contact: Matt Kerschbaum:
cherrytree2@comcast.net
Friday, April 20 2018, 7:00 pm - 8:30pm., NW Ed.
Services Bldg., 1601 R Ave., Anacortes.

Lectures are free and open to the public. Sponsored
by Friends of Skagit Beaches,
http://skagitbeaches.org. For more info. contact: Matt
Kerschbaum: cherrytree2@comcast.net.

Follow us on Facebook!

Learn more on our website!
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