Welcome to the Current!
Summer is almost upon us! The sun is shining
(mostly) and we are getting ready for the busy
summer season. We have a lot in store for you, so
read on to hear about what we have been doing, and
what fun you can have in the Park!

Improving Goose Rock
by Jason Armstrong

During the second week of May, the Washington Trails
Association started their second trail improvement project
on Goose Rock. This project was completed during the
WTA’s volunteer vacation. Volunteer vacations are weeklong work parties that connect hikers with much needed

trail maintenance projects. During this volunteer vacation,
the volunteers and crew leaders got to relax in comfort at
the Cornet Bay Retreat Center (CBRC), enjoying a hot
shower and relaxing environment after each day of hard
work. The trail focused on during this work party was the
Discovery Trail, connecting CBRC with the North Beach.

The trails on Goose Rock overall are in good shape;
however, one area that needed much improvement for a

wide variety of reasons was the old logging road
(Discovery Trail). There was a low spot about 300 yards
north of CBRC that retains a lot of water and was
impassible at times. Many will remember this trail as
having a pedestrian foot bridge that spanned the low
spot. This bridge could be very slippery in the wintertime
and made it impossible to pass with emergency equipment
or general maintenance equipment. The Washington Trails
Association removed this pedestrian foot bridge and
installed a turnpike.

According to the United States Forest Service, a turnpike
elevates a trail above wet ground. The technique uses fill
material to raise the trail bed. In this case, dimensional
lumber was used with 4-5-inch rocks and crushed rock to
stabilize the trail base, raising the surface above the water

table. This is the second time in the last year that WTA
has installed a turnpike on the Goose Rock trail
system. The first location was just east of the trailhead,
when leaving the Deception Pass Administrative Office.

The next project we will be targeting at Goose Rock will be
improving the fence line to protect the wildflowers and ‘the
Balds’ at the peak of Goose Rock. Balds refers to an area
scraped to the bedrock by receding glaciers at the end of

the last ice age. The Balds at Goose Rock are covered
with sensitive grass and wildflowers that are easily
destroyed when walked upon. The fence line that will be
constructed will be done in a way as to not diminish the
view and/or experience but will guides hikers and runners
away from the sensitive areas.

Read on to find out more about owl pellets,
volunteers and more!

Volunteer Friends Make A Difference
by Elle Tracy

During May, 550 children and 155 adults attended school
programs in Deception Pass Park. Beach Naturalists

volunteered a total of 85 hours to support these programs,
evidence that the Foundation’s work supporting our
AmeriCorps team with volunteers continues to blossom
and influence.

In addition to educating groups about tide pools and other
beach phenomenon, the team asked the Foundation to
help them procure owl pellets. Watch this space for the
announcement from AmeriCorps regarding these
programs’ location and opportunities.

What do students learn from owl pellets?
One way to understand the food chain for a specific
geography is to dissect and inventory the contents of owl
pellets, which are about the size of an adult human thumb.
Pellets can also reveal an owl’s habits. You know that owls

are generally night-time hunters that swoop silently just
above fields and open areas, searching for food. Voles,
field mice, some rats, shrew and lemmings are all part of
the owl’s, meat-eating diet, which also includes insects.
Owls usually swallow their prey whole.

Pellets from different birds, photo from The Barn Owl Trust,
click the picture to learn more.

How are owl pellets produced?
After about six hours, post-feast, an owl’s digestive
system can produce a tight pellet, which the bird
regurgitates from its beak, check out this video at The Barn
Owl Trust. The owl may hold a pellet internally for up to 20
hours, storing it in its proventriculus. Pellet contents may
include hard shells from insects, and always includes fur,
teeth, bones, claws, and feathers, which are too dangerous
to digest. Other indigestible components of the four or five
small animals that constitute a night’s feeding make up the
mass. On a good night, an owl will produce two pellets,
which are black when fresh, and dry to a dark grey. Pellets
are scent-less, so when found, can be field tested so as
not to be confused with other droppings, such as animal
scat.

Barn Owl Pellet photo from www.acornnaturalists.com

How did the Foundation respond?
Our Board President, Matt Klope, agreed to supply the 200
pellets requested by the AmeriCorps team. He picks up
Barn Owl pellets from … wait for it: inside a barn, and in a
forested area near Naval Air Station Whidby Island. The
Audubon Society does not identify any species of owl in
Deception Pass Park proper, but Matt knows where to find
them.

How do the children benefit?
In this hands-on lesson, a child can gain a deeper
understanding of the notion of a food chain, and begin to
appreciate a wild bird’s natural habits. Specifically, it can
strengthen a child’s glorious curiosity to explore the
natural world.

What can you do, Friend?
This month, we’re surveying all friends of Deception Pass
Park Foundation, and asking, in particular, what will you
do in order to support the Park and the Foundation? Our
survey intends to discover volunteer talent and expertise
in media outreach, photography, and writers
knowledgeable in geology, zoology, botany, marine life
and geography, and finally skills in carpentry and basic
landscaping. We also seek to populate committees for

events and projects.

During the summer, we appreciate friends – and teams of
friends -- willing to help us prepare the amphitheater for
the Saturday evening shows during July and August;
regularly help us paint over graffiti on the lower parts of
the bridges; help us build picnic tables and benches using
Park wood, and more. We also need written material about
the Park’s natural resources.

Committee work includes planning and executing the
myriad tasks involved in producing events and projects
that focus on Deception Pass Park’s natural resources as
they are enjoyed and appreciated by the public.

You can reward yourself by earning your annual Deception

Pass Park pass, which you earn by investing only 20 hours
of volunteer time with us.

Please consider investing your Deception Pass Park
friendship in volunteer work with us.

Read on for more about what will be happening in
the park!

Canoe Families host 14th annual celebration
at Deception Pass State Park
Samish and Swinomish Tribes share canoe traditions, June 8

The Washington State Parks Folk and Traditional Arts
Program invites the public to the 14th Annual Salish Sea
Native American Cultural Celebration at Deception Pass
State Park on Fidalgo Island.

Hosted by the Swinomish and Samish Canoe Families, the
celebration runs from noon to 4 p.m. Saturday, June 8, at
the Bowman Bay picnic area on the Fidalgo Island side of
Deception Pass State Park, 41020 State Route 20, Oak
Harbor. (Driving directions.)

Join the Tribes’ canoe families for a wood dugout canoe
ride, share a traditional meal and engage with tribal music,
storytelling and arts. The celebration raises awareness of
the rich cultural heritage of the Tribes and honors their
deep connections to Washington’s lands and waters. The
event is made possible by the participation of the Samish
Indian Nation and the Swinomish Indian Tribal Community.

The family-friendly event will feature free canoe rides and a
salmon and frybread meal for purchase. Proceeds from
food sales support the canoe families’ participation in the
annual Tribal Canoe Journey — where tribes and nations
from the Pacific Northwest travel by canoe to different host
communities along the Salish Sea. The 2019 Paddle
Journey will be hosted by the Lummi Nation near

Bellingham from July 24 through 28. Learn more about the
Paddle to Lummi at: https://paddletolummi.org/

In recognition of National Get Outdoors Day, June 8 is a
State Parks free day. Visitors do not need a Discover Pass
for vehicle entrance to the park. This event is accessible to
people with disabilities. Those requiring special
accommodations may make advance arrangements by
calling (360) 902-8635, (360) 675-3767, or the Washington
Telecommunications Relay Service at (800) 833-6388.

About the Folk and Traditional Arts Program
The Salish Sea Native American Cultural Celebration is
part of a broader series of events celebrating
Washington’s diverse cultures presented by the Folk and
Traditional Arts Program, with funding provided by the

National Endowment for the Arts and the Washington State
Parks Foundation.

For more information about the Folks and Traditional
Program, including upcoming events, visit:
http://parks.state.wa.us/folkarts, or contact Makaela Kroin,
Program Coordinator, at Makaela.Kroin@parks.wa.gov or
(360) 902-8635.

Volunteers help keep the Park beautiful!

A group of 10 volunteers did a lot of work in just 3 hours at
the amphitheater: weeded, Ferns deadheaded, raked, bird
droppings cleaned, benches scrubbed, areas barked,
making the area gorgeous!

Thanks to volunteers like this we are able to keep these
areas beautiful for all Park visitors. Thank you!

If you are interested in helping work parties like these,
contact the Foundation (also see volunteer section below).

Keep reading to find out what is happening in the
Park and upcoming exciting opportunities!

Deception Pass State Park sets line up of

summer events

Junior Ranger programs, guided hikes, history and
ecology walks and talks highlight the area’s rich diversity

Washington State Parks and staff at Deception Pass State
Park invite the public to enjoy a variety of fun, active,
educational summer programs at Washington’s mostvisited state park.

The 2019 summer programs are as follows:

Deception Pass Guest Speaker Series
Saturdays, June 8 – 29
7 p.m.
West Beach Amphitheater

Attendees will hear from experts on marine wildlife, bats, birds
and more. Programs last an hour. Bench seating is available,
though attendees may bring folding chairs. Blankets and insect
repellent are recommended.

Beyond the Bridge
Saturdays, June 22 to Sept. 1
11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
North Beach Parking Lot
Park staff present a 30-minute interpretive program about the
Deception Pass and Canoe Pass bridges. Beyond a discussion
of the bridges’ architecture and history, visitors will discover the
cultural significance of these iconic spans and their connection
to the park’s natural resources. People of all ages are welcome.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Guided Hikes
June 22 to Aug. 10
Wednesdays and Thursdays 1 p.m.
Saturdays, 11 a.m.
West Beach Amphitheater
Park staff will lead a family friendly, hour-long, .9-mile hike
along the North Beach Trail, during which hikers will learn
about the Deception Pass forests. This one-way hike leaves
from the West Beach Amphitheater and ends at the North
Beach parking lot. Visitors may leave a car to shuttle or hike
round trip. People of all ages are welcome. Children must be
accompanied by an adult.

Junior Ranger Programs
June 22 to Aug. 10
Wednesdays and Thursdays, 3 p.m.

June 22 to Sept. 1,
Saturdays, 1 and 3:30 p.m.
West Beach Amphitheater
Children will learn about park wildlife and discover unique forest
and marine habitats during 30 to 45-minute programs designed
for kids ages four to 12. Children attending Junior Ranger
Programs must be accompanied by an adult.

Evening Programs
Wednesdays and Thursdays, June 22 to Aug. 10
7:30 p.m.
West Beach
Join park staff for family-friendly evening programs. Discover
how nocturnal animals thrive in a world without light. Programs
are 30-minutes long, and visitors of all ages are welcome.

Junior Ranger Ceremonies
Sundays, June 22 to Sept. 1
10 a.m.
West Beach
Children ages four and up may turn in their completed Junior
Ranger booklets and become Washington State Parks Junior
Rangers during a special Junior Ranger ceremony. Park staff
will host activities at 10 a.m. Ceremonies start at 10:30 a.m.
The self-guided Junior Ranger program encourages families to
discover the natural and cultural wonders of Washington
through exploration, games, volunteerism and creative
activities. Junior Ranger booklets can be picked up at any
Deception Pass program or in the park office.

Discovery Center
Saturdays and Sundays, June 22 to Sept. 1

Open noon to 4 p.m.
Rosario Beach
The Discovery Center offers hands-on activities. Located in a
historic Civilian Conservation Corps bathhouse, the center
plays host to tidepool specimens, microscopes and more. The
Discovery Center is sponsored by the Deception Pass Park
Foundation.

American Roots Music Series
Saturdays, July 6 to Aug. 24
7 p.m.
West Beach Amphitheater
The American Roots Music Series runs in July and most of
August. Check the Folk and Traditional Arts page on the
Washington State Parks website for details. Also see below for

detailed line up.

AMERICAN ROOTS MUSIC SERIES

July 6 through Aug 24
Saturdays 7 – 8 pm
Deception Pass State Park, West Beach Amphitheater

July 6: Meshugga Daddies
Klezmer, Yemenite, & Arabic music

July 13: Ruže Dalmatinke
Croatian folk music & dance

July 20: Unexpected Brass Band

New Orleans street music

July 27: Squirrel Butter
Old time music & clogging

Aug. 3: Bays Family Irish Band
Irish reels, jigs & airs

Aug. 10: Whozyamama
Cajun, Creole & Zydeco music

Aug. 17: The Juan Manuel Barco Conjunto
Tejano & conjunto music

Aug. 24: Lisa Ornstein and Dan Compton
Quebecois & Acadian music

The Discovery Center needs your help!

Hello friends of Deception Pass! The interpretive staff at
the park are in need of a few items for the Rosario Beach
Discovery Center, and are hoping you might have one of
those items you would like to donate!

•

portable electric heater

•

an upright cordless vacuum

•

ocean or sky blue 4x6 rug.

If you or someone you know would like to donate any of
these items please contact the interpretive staff at

Lauren.Hagen@PARKS.WA.GOV.

The Discovery Center is open by the help of volunteers on
Saturdays and Sundays from 12 pm to 4 pm. The next time
you are at Rosario Beach on Saturday or Sunday, come
check out the Discovery Center! Thank you friends!

Don't miss State Park Free
Days!
Washington State Parks has announced the
following free days, when the Discover Pass will not
be required to visit a state park in 2018.
June 8 — National Get Outdoors Day (State
Parks

and Fish & Wildlife free day)
June 9 — Fishing Day (State Parks and Fish

&

Wildlife free day)
Aug. 25 — National Park Service 102nd Birthday
Sept. 28— National Public Lands Day
Nov. 11 — Veterans Day
Nov. 29— Autumn day

Please note, free days apply only to day use (not
overnight stays or rented facilities), A Discover
Pass will still be required on these days to access
lands managed by the Washington State Department
of Natural Resources and the Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife.

Keep reading about how you can help DPPF!

Volunteer opportunities!
Have you ever considered volunteering at
Deception Pass State Park? There are a variety of
ways that you can be involved, here are just a few:

*Clerical help: The foundation needs project help
for donation records and contact information.

*Discovery Center at Rosario/CCC center- we need
multiple docents/interpreters for these centers,
reopening in the spring. Plans for a new
Interpretive center at West Beach in the works!

*Garden/Landscape projects: some areas need a

winter/storm cleanup, multiple work parties.

*Interpretive walks in the Park: Do you have an area
of expertise to share?

*Special Events: annual First Day hike,
amphitheater programs, interpretive walks,
merchandise sales at summer events, hosts for
open house for 'State of the Park' event on March
16.

24 hours volunteering qualifies you for a free
Discover Pass.

Stay tuned! New docent/interpretive opportunities
coming soon.

*We also have openings for board members, and
the treasurer position.

Hopefully, there is something here that will work for
you. It is a great group of folks that really care
about this park. There are some state-required
forms to fill out, and we will sign you up!

Contact us for more information (and please put
volunteer in the subject line):

Deceptionpassfoundation@gmail.com

Follow us on Facebook!

Learn more on our website!
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