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It’s exhilarating.
It’s a natural high.
I checked out the newest recreational

opportunity at Deception Pass, AdventureTerra’s
Tree Canopy Climb experience. Leo Fischer, tour
operator, welcomed his guests at the base of a
huge Douglas fir at the North Beach parking lot.
The tree is several hundred years old, and mostly
devoid of branches except at the very top, where
a handful of branches the size of most trees give
a great seat for those who climb there.

We were personally fitted for our climbing
harnesses and climbing gear, then began a short
ascent on the tree to get a feel for how to climb.
Going up took some getting used to; going down
was a breeze.

Then after a more in-depth safety prep, we
climbed up the tree to the top, stopping at a
couple large branch outcroppings to rest for a
few minutes and to enjoy the ever-widening view
all around. Cars below looked like Matchbox toys;
crowds of people would look up from time to
time, waving at us as we waved back.

At the top, resting on the large canopy, we
could look straight across at the bridge, meaning
we were 180 feet above the waters of the Pass.
Lighthouse Point, Deception Island, and West
Point filled our near-field view. Beyond we could
see the San Juans and Vancouver Island. The
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Olympics were hidden by a bank of clouds
on the horizon.

Kinglets chattered all around us in the
canopies of other trees; a couple Bald
Eagles danced on the wind as they circled
our tree, then flew to other nearby
canopies.

Eventually it was time to go back down.
Leo switched our gear from ascending to
descending systems, and we almost flew
back down to the base.

I still marvel at the thrill of the climb
and the experience of being at the top of
the canopy of an old growth tree of that
size.

Washington State Parks has worked
closely with Adventure Terra to make sure
that the trees are not harmed during this
process, first of all, and that critical canopy
wildlife such as the marbled murrelet is
not being displaced by our presence. We
also reviewed the safety protocols of
Adventure Terra to make sure that all
climbers are completely safe throughout
their time on the tree. Leo has made sure
that the climb has state of the art safety
mechanisms to protect everyone. Lines
have double reinforcement at the top.
They are sized to hold 12000 pounds of
load. The climbing and descending devices
are fool proof, so long as climbers use them as
instructed, which is easy to do. He provides safety
glasses, helmets, and harnesses that are secure and
comfortable.

The entire experience takes time – over three
hours for us, although we did dally at the top. And
it is somewhat expensive, but compared to most
intense adventure activities found around the
Northwest and common tourist areas, the price is
very reasonable.

I would go again in a heartbeat for an
experience like that.

Advance reservations required. Check out their
website at www.AdventureTerra.com

The view from near the top, looking down to the
North Beach parking area and Lighthouse Point
beyond.
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Wild Love Story
A book written by Robert “Bob” Jepperson

This is my book report for the end of the school
year. I wish I had books like this to report about
when I was in school!

What a journey!

What a delight to follow the author through the
woods and ponds of Fidalgo to hear these
stories, and to be able to actually hear the
sounds he describes as well.

Wild Love Story is a series
of experiences in the woodlands and ponds
around Fidalgo, by Anacortes resident and long
time friend of the park Bob Jepperson. It’s not a
lengthy book, and many of the pages are filled
with his photographs, making the read short in
length, but not short in time. I found myself
lingering on each page, absorbing the poetry of
his phrases, imagining myself in his shoes,
seeing what he saw and felt and heard and
learned.

Many of the stories describe the sounds that
are occurring. And then to bring the book to
life, you can go by QR code to a webpage that
has the actual sounds, recorded by Bob on site!
The immersive effect adds a whole new
dimension to the experience.

His writing is emotionally evocative and poetic,
the photos superb, the sounds he shares
majestic and real. The vignettes take what is
obviously a lifetime of being quiet and
observant and capturing some of the essence
for us who only take the time to dabble with
nature instead of jumping in and conversing.

I am totally charmed with this book, feeling
baptized in the heartbeat of the life all around
us. As the author says, it’s the experience of
knowing the characters, rather than just
knowing about them.

 I want to share this book with everyone. It is
what I always wanted to do in my park travels,
and not having spent that much quality time in
observation as Bob has, at least I can
experience it through him.

The book will be released in the fall through
retail and online outlets, but Bob is selling the
first printing on a personal basis to local people
and Current readers for one dollar over his
cost, which is $16.65 + sales tax = $18.

Email Bob at jeppers@frontier.com to make
arrangements to get a copy.
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Eighteen hearty volunteers returned once again
to Hope Island on May 19 to remove invasive weed
species. This time was different – we anxiously
waited to see how the meadows would look after a
wildfire raged through last
August.

I rounded the last corner in
the trail and gave out an
exclamation of delight. The
wildflowers were putting on a
rainbow explosion of
wildflowers where previous
years had seen far less
flowering.

Then our excitement turned
to groans, as we saw among the
flowers a carpet of Scotch
broom, four or five inches tall,
starting over in their efforts to
retake the meadow.

We sat down in various
places and just started pulling
inch by inch, square foot by square foot, to remove
as many of the newest wave of broom that we
could. I felt like the opposite of the Starthrower
(see the story by Loren Eiseley), realizing that

there were far too many for us to make
a big dent, but also realizing that every
one that we removed made a difference
for the flowers of that particular area.

A couple volunteers, such as Rick
Machin and Doug Shepherd, took on a
special assignment of attacking Daphne,
or spurge laurel, only to find a huge
patch dominating part of the woods
near where the fire was last
extinguished.

We hope to get back again in a
couple weeks if we can. I’ll see if I can
throw out a date and get a handful of us
to go over in the much smaller park
boat.

A big shout-out to Deception Pass
Tours, and Captain Brett and his wife
Terica Ginther, for their annual gift of a
free ride out to the island and back. Our

time out there could not happen without their
generous help.

Volunteer Terry Slotemaker pulls baby scotch broom
from amid a bloom of seablush on Hope Island.

Hope Island Gives Hope, and Heartache

Some of the volunteers pose in front of the
Deception Pass Tours boat after pulling scotch
broom and other invasives on May 19.
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Finally…

Recycling Attempt Begins,
again

It’s a small start, and we’re not sure it will work.
Thanks to a grant from our Northwest Region of
Washington State Parks, we were able to purchase
a large number of recycle bins and have them
installed next to dumpsters in many locations
throughout the park.

It’s only aluminum cans and plastic bottles at
the present time, but visitors are doing their part,
mostly, to put garbage in the dumpsters and
appropriate recyclables in the bins.

Staff then just bag the recyclables, and I can
take them to the transfer station to recycle on my
way home. At least that’s the plan. We shall see if it
works!

See-Through Windows!

Our regional Washington Conservation Corps,
sponsored by the Department of Natural
Resources, visited us in May to help restore the
windows at the Bowman Bay beachside shelter.
Decades ago the original windows were replaced
with plexiglass, which over the years became
faded and translucent instead of transparent. The
spectacular view of the bay from the shelter was
obscured.

Assisted by our maintenance crew led by Mark
Lunz, the WCC crew helped replace the windows

with real glass, a challenging process in an 85 year
old structure!
The end results are beautiful. Look at Deception
Island from inside the shelter, just as clear as
Reservation Head seen from this perspective
outside the shelter.

Left: The WCC crew and State Park staff remove the
old windows and prepare to install windows that
match the original ones.

Below: Check out the view through the windows now!
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Junior Rangers Teach Us
By Jackie French
AmeriCorps Intern

Summer is upon us, and soon each weekend in
the park will prove that. The word “hectic” will soon
infiltrate our vocabulary as many aspects of our
daily activity will exponentially increase- our
thoughts, our walking pace, our muscle fibers, and,
therefore our anxiety to get it all done.

When keeping at a highly active pace at any work
environment, there is a danger in contrasting
motivation; most people call it “burning out.”
However, I see working at a park, with an outdoor
office, to my advantage. Maybe that’s just the
newcomer’s idealized thought, but having been so
lucky and worked in quick paced, outdoor work
environments, it’s an absolute thrill most people at
work do not get to experience.

 As a Park Interpreter here at Deception Pass,
the days at a desk spent planning and preparing are
dwindling, and we get to put it all into practice
outside with the visitors. Even though every day
holds a new learning experience, some days will
ring more true. Some days, you find that high
schoolers are more shy than you once remembered,
other days a kindergartner will remind you if they’re
quiet, they might be up to trouble as they go crazy
with a hole puncher when outdoor vacuums do not
exist.

My new favorite learning experience has to be
the Jr. Ranger Program at the park. I have led three
of these programs thus far, and it has taught me
quite a few things already.

 The addiction to collecting items has never gone
out of style when it comes to kids. Collecting
badges from state and national parks brings a high
unlike any other- to learn how to be an assistant to
a real Park Ranger! One kid had been collecting
badges for the past 3 years from all the state and
national parks his family has taken him to. Another
has a goal to collect all the national park badges
from every state- big aspirations! He came to our
program to check out what state parks had to
provide. There is even a local family that has come
to two programs in a row to try and move up in
advancement levels to earn the badge.

As these kids collect their badge, it brings me a
sense of nostalgia. This feeling was not lost on the
parents as well. Some asked for honorary badges,

forgetting the exclusive treatment the kids
feel when earning something adult-like that
the adults cannot earn. Earning a badge is
clearly pride and joy for all ages.

 Through this program, I have also learned
that kids have more passion and knowledge
than we give them credit for. There was a kid
who spouted so many facts off because of a
dare I gave him, which proved to me he could
easily have my job one day soon. There is so
much passion and eagerness to learn that kids
hold, and it always leaves me wondering what
happens in life that takes this away from most
of them? Even more so, my passionate heart
wants to make a positive difference to this
Earth and this park because I see how much
they want to learn from it.

 I have always believed that one person can make
a difference, and through the Jr. Ranger Program, I
really see this belief put to the test. The difference
can vary, though, and it is most entertaining and
heart-warming. One program surprised me with
how quickly my message about treading lightly
around tide pool animals had spread among one
group of Jr Rangers. Another contained a boy who
called me out the one day I was not wearing my Jr.
Ranger badge. “I want to look like you! Wait, I don’t
even see your badge. How can I be your assistant if
you are not wearing yours?!” Touché, little one!
How fantastic is it to be in a job where a kid wants
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to be like you? Constant opportunity to feel like I
have come full circle from when I was younger.

  So despite the running from place to place,
the overcrowded schedule, the late nights in the
office, and the added stress if the program will go
well, this job has some of the best rewards!
Summer may be hectic here, but the reward
connects me to nature, connects me to the people
passionate about it, and that is a job my 5 year old
self can be proud of!

Evening Program Details:
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Deception-Pass-
Park-
134074829968457/events/?ref=page_internal

Also remember there is a nature hike every
Saturday at 11am, and Junior Rangers at 2pm. Meet
at the amphitheater.

Rosario Discover Center
Open Again!

Open on weekend afternoons again for the
summer season at Rosario! A hearty
thanks to our Beach Naturalists, camp
hosts, and AmeriCorps interpreters for
opening the facility and welcoming
guests, helping them learn about our
natural history of the area. Come
check it out, and help us keep it open
through the summer.

Maddie Rose reported that she just
the finished Harbor Porpoise display in
the Center. What a vibrant and fun
addition to the Rosario Discovery
Center!  Cindy Elliser did a wonderful
job of picking and choosing and
labeling. She also photo documented
all the wonderful maneuvers of
porpoises in the Salish Sea. Thanks
also to Terica Ginther for laminating
all those perfect pictures.

The Discovery Center is open 12 - 4 p.m. on
Saturdays and Sundays during the summer.

Thank you volunteers!



Park Ways
Free Days

   June 10 — National Get Outdoors Day

   Aug. 25 — National Park Service 101st
Birthday

   Sept. 30 — National Public Lands Day

   Nov. 11 — Veterans Day

   Nov. 24 — Autumn day

Summer Concert Series!
(Arts in the Parks)

Saturdays at 7 p.m. at the Park Amphitheater
between West Beach and North Beach. Will the
stage be completed by then?

July 1:
133rd General’s 7 Dixie Band

July 8:
Pending:  steel drum trio from Tacoma. Yes—the
family Is from Trinidad/Tobago!
https://www.facebook.com/ObeQ.Music/

July 15:
Bays Family Irish Band. The two young boys play
concertina and flute; father and mother on fiddle.
www.randalbays.com/famband.html

July 22:
Squirrel Butter: old-time duo. Charlie Beck plays
fiddle and banjo and guitar; Charmaine Slaven, his
wife, plays fiddle, guitar, and does clogging while she
plays. www.squirrelbutter.com

July 29:
La Famille Leger—another family band. Acadian
music. They’ve been there before, and are really
happy to return! www.lafamilleleger.com

These events are sponsored by the National
Endowment for the Arts, and hosted by the
Deception Pass Park Foundation

Other Park Projects :
Underway or in Planning

+ Expanding main park sewer system: Nearing final
design, construction in summer some time.

+ Expanding/ replacing Cornet Bay pier and docks:
Late summer

+ Kiket causeway removal: late summer

+ Kiket shelter and interpretation: summer

+ New bridge interpretive signs: summer

+ Stage at amphitheater still waiting for the right logs
to build the walls and roof.

+ Re-roofing several key park buildings, as funding
allows
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Montana and the
Chi-Ca-Go bird

By Montana Napier
AmeriCorps Interpreter, Deception Pass State Park
Montana and the Chi-Ca-Go Bird

I have to buy a nice pair of binoculars for graduate
school. My first course is called Place-Based
Learning in the North Cascades, and we’re bound to
birdwatch! This will be my first pair of binocs that cost
more than $20, and I feel kind of anxious choosing
which one to buy. As my birder friend always says,
“Buy once, cry once - go for the nicer pair.”

Deception Pass State Park has instilled in me an
appreciation for binocs. This year I have gotten more
into birding, and most of my identification has been by
ear, due in part to my lack of eye-enhancing
technology and my four-eyes condition. Because of
this, my methods of learning birds has been inefficient
and nontraditional at best. A perfect of example of
this can be summed up by a little story called
Montana and the Chi-Ca-Go bird.

One day, while sitting by Cornet Bay at low tide, I
watched great blue herons fish. Now herons are the
masters of patience, and I wanted to learn from their
behavior, so I watched. Three herons stood stock-still
in the water, gazing down at their feet. For minutes at
a time they simply observed the water before them,
waiting for the moment to strike a fish. Patiently, I sat
still against a grassy hill, waiting for a fish to be
caught when all of a sudden a bird began screaming
Chi-Ca-Go over and over again. This of course
scared the herons away from the area - my area -
and they were now out of sight.

I knew the sound of that obnoxious bird. I’d first heard
the Chi-Ca-Go while working in the tide pools at
Rosario but was unable to identify it. Jackie even
recorded its loud holler on her cell phone. The next
time I heard the incessant Chi-Ca-Go, Chi-Ca-Go I
was camping on the eastern side of Washington by
Ancient Lakes. This surprised me because the west
side and east side usually have different birds - I was
in shrub-steppe for crying out loud and yet the bird

noise prevailed, in fact echoed within the surrounding
cliffs!

A month later, there I was at Cornet Bay - enjoying
the peace and quiet and herons - when the familiar
noise began. This is when a nice pair of binocs would
have come in handy! I knew the Chi-Ca-Go bird was
in a nearby deciduous tree, but I couldn’t see a thing.
To solve this puzzle once and for all, I pulled out my
handy-dandy bird identification app, Merlin Bird ID,
and began to sort through the hundreds of birds by
“likely birds - year-round.” I went down the list,
listening to bird after bird, unable to find my match.
Meanwhile the “Chi-Ca-Go” sat in a tree mocking me.
After twenty minutes, I gave up and wrote about this
frustrating situation in my nature journal. Just then,
two barred owls began caterwauling in the forest,
which surprised me due to the sun’s strong rays and
the time of day (4 p.m.).

For a moment, I was amazed by the proximity of the
pair and the eeriness of their calls. One sang a lovely
“Who cooks for you, who cooks for you all?” while the
other manically barked. For a moment, I was
distracted. But then the Chi-Ca-Go, Chi-Ca-Go
resumed and interfered with the enchanting owl calls.
Why oh why did that bird have to ruin such peaceful
moments? It’s as if it demands to be the center of
attention all the time, everywhere.

But then an idea of childlike brilliance struck me - I
was going to run up to the tree, scare the bird away,
and take note of its size and distinct colors. So I did
just that - I ran up to the tree flapping my arms, and it
flapped its wings and flew away! Quickly I noted the
robin-sized blurr, and grey and brown coloration.
Once I entered that information into my app, I began
to scroll through the list of likely birds for my area/time
of year. Another ten minutes passed and no match
was found. But then I heard my phone speakers play
the familiar call from a supposedly “uncommon” bird -
the California Quail!

“A quail?!” I thought to myself, “I can’t believe I was
stumped by a quail?! And it’s not even common
around here!”
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The funny thing is, after I identified the bird, I now
see the bird everywhere and believe my app got the
“uncommon” part wrong.

Sometimes when I drive the Park truck to Rosario
I’ll see a quail with its funny-looking headpiece run
out in front of the truck. Sometimes I see quail half-
hiding in the bushes, in plain sight. It is kind of funny
how easy it is to notice nature once you have a name
and mental image of a plant or animal. Now I see the
bird everywhere much more often than I hear it!

And this is a good example of how I have come to
be a birder, and how nice binoculars will save me lots
of time in the future. Because trust me, there are
several familiar sounds in the Park that I have yet to
ID but are driving me crazy!

What Goes Around Comes Around:

Breakfree Gives Back

What goes around comes around. In May of last
year, Deception Pass hosted a large contingent of
Breakfree volunteers, most of whom were here to
protest our unfettered use of fossil fuel to the
detriment of the environment. They used the park
for organizing, camaraderie, and rejuvenation, and
park staff welcomed them with
open arms. They cared for the park
with great respect while they
carried out protests elsewhere in
Skagit County.

Now, several of the protesters
are being sentenced to community
service for their part in trespassing
on the railroad lands. Many of them
have chosen to spend their
community service time back at
this park. And several others who
were not arrested are joining them
to lend their support to their
friends and to the park that they
love.

Last weekend, a half dozen
volunteers spent a couple days
removing scotch broom from the
hills above the bridge. On a bright
sunny morning they sat down with me and began

pulling up baby seedlings that would have become
dense shrubbery in a few years. They were helping
maintain a meadow that had been cleared a couple
years ago by a WCC crew, but which now had that
frustrating green carpet of baby scotch broom
growing side by side with native grasses and
wildflowers.

We are grateful to the devotion of these kind
and helpful people who care for this planet in
practical means, and who stand up for our future
to remind us that even small actions make a
difference.
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April Showers Bring May
Gales?

Late May is a dangerous time to have a gale
storm around here. Deciduous trees are fully
leafed, offering a large sail to the winds. Add to
that the fact that the winds of Tuesday, May 23,
came out of the west instead of our more common
southeast direction, and many of our trees were
unable to withstand the assault.

Many trees came down. One large tree blocked
the North Beach road not far from the gate.
Another in that area crushed the footbridge
leading to the beach. A couple came down in the
campground, destroying a dumpster and burying a
campsite. Others came down throughout the park,
making some of our trails difficult to navigate.

Within a day we had the park roadways open
and cleaned again, thanks to a dedicated crew. The
trails will be opened as we have time and staffing
to make that happen.

Boat on shore

During the gale storm, a fishing boat that had
been tied up illegally to the Bowman Bay float for a
couple days was apparently not tied up very well.

It came loose at the height of the windstorm.
Winds and waves drove it onto the spit at the
southeast end of Bowman Bay, where it sat high
and dry for several days until the owner could get
it pulled off. Fortunately there was no damage
either to the boat or the beach.
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NAVAL AIR STATION WHIDBEY ISLAND, Wash. –
Naval Air Station Whidbey Island will hold a Public
Open House on Saturday, June 24, 2017 at Ault
Field from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in honor of its 75th
anniversary. It was on Sept. 21, 1942 at the Seaplane
Base that the first Commanding Officer Capt. Cyril
T. Simard read the orders, the watch was set and
U.S. Naval Air Station Whidbey Island was duly
commissioned.

The public open house is an opportunity for the
public to learn about past, current, and future
operations at the Navy’s only air station in the
Pacific Northwest and see last year’s Navy
Installation of the Year.

Aircraft static displays will include the EA-18G
Growler, P-3C Orion, MH-60 Knighthawk
helicopter, the new C-40 Clipper and a visiting P-
8A Poseidon, which will soon replace the P-3C’s
here. Aerial demonstrations planned at this time
include the EA-18G, P-3C and Search and Rescue
helicopter.

There will also be other visual displays, guided bus
tours, a K-9 Working Dog demonstrations,
Explosive Ordnance Detachment displays, bouncy
toys for children and a climbing wall for those
wishing to test their climbing acumen. Aviation
memorabilia will also be available for purchase as
well as a variety of food and beverages.

All visitors over the age of 18 will be required to
have state or government issued identification for
access to the base. Due to security measures, the
following items are not allowed on the base:
alcohol, large bags, backpacks, weapons to include
pocket knives, coolers and pets. Additionally, drugs
or drug paraphernalia to include marijuana
products are prohibited from the base. Items
permitted will be strollers, diaper bags, small
women’s purses, wheelchairs, service dogs, bottled
water, cameras and video recorders.

More information can be found at
http://cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrnw/installations
/nas_whidbey_island.html

For additional information or questions contact:
Mike Welding
Public Affairs Officer
(360) 257-2286    FAX (360) 257-3972
E-mail:  whdb_naswi_pao@navy.mil

Shoreline Interpretive Walks
Along the Tommy Thompson Trail
Sat, June 13, 10:00 AM
Seafarers’ Memorial
PHASE 2 SIGN DEDICATION CELEBRATION
with guided walks to the new Discovery Points

Thur, June 18, 10:30 AM
Seafarers’ Memorial
Early Anacortes Maritime Scene
Thur, July 16 10:30 AM
History & Habitat on a Working Waterfront

Thur, Aug 20,10:30 AM
Fidalgo Bay Resort
Sharing Samish Culture Along the Shores of
Fidalgo Bay

Upcoming Events:

NAS Whidbey Island Invites Public to 75th Celebration at
Open House June 24
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This monthly update is sent to folks who
have expressed an interest in keeping in
touch with what is happening or in the
planning stages at Deception Pass State
Park.

We are grateful to have you welcome
us into your inbox.

If you are not interested in receiving
these monthly updates, please reply to this
message and let me know. We have no
intention of sending emails that you do not
wish to receive.

If you wish to communicate at anytime
with me or other park staff, please email,
call, or visit us. This park is your park.

Park Manager
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-675-3767 ext. 26
jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥

Deception Pass
State Park Staff:

Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Nathan Anderson, Ranger
Rick Blank, Asst. Manager
Darlene Clark, Sr. Park Aide
Rick Colombo, Park Ranger 1
Doug DeYoung, Maintenance
Jackie French, Naturalist
Todd Harris, Maintenance
Jack Hartt, Park Manager
Adrienne Hawley, Park Ranger 1
Jeri Lancaster, Office Assistant
Mark Lunz, Maintenance Chief
Truly McCone, Ranger
Montana Napier, Naturalist
Bill Ruh, Senior Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Bryce Watkinson, Ranger
Marv Wold, Maintenance

Board members:

Rick Colombo

Matt Klope

Steve Young

Terica Taylor

Jill Johnson

Dave Meyers

Dan Maul

Cindy Elliser


