
________________________________________________________________________________________________
Deception Pass State Park Current       1            March 2017

Eleven years and running, but this time with a
twist.

Once again, the Deception Pass Tours boat will
escort our volunteers out to Hope Island in style!
Thank you, Brett and Terica Ginther and Deception
Pass Tours.

Bring your own tools, snacks and gloves. Come
prepared to pull Scotch Broom and daphne, and
chit-chat with the local community.

But this year, the entire meadow will look
amazingly different: wildfire burned nearly all of
the meadow last summer.

What will we find? How will it be different? Will
there be Scotch Broom to remove? (Hint: bring
gloves and tools.)

The landscape has morphed into a different
explosion of life, and we want to encourage the
natives to win even more now.

Meet at the Cornet Bay parking lot by the Boat
Launch 15 minutes before 9 a.m. Don’t miss the
boat!

 We'll leave Hope at 11 a.m., and return back to
the Boat Launch at Cornet Bay.

Due to the limited number of seats, the first priority
goes to those who fill out this form:
https://goo.gl/forms/fcJXF6rUMzTPOZqf2

We have never filled the boat completely before,
but maybe the sun will come out and this year will be
the year we do! Let’s see if we can. (We also have our
park boat for additional seating.)

Hope Island Weed Removal?
May 19, 9 - 11 a.m.

The monthly e-newsletter helping keep
the friends and neighbors of Deception Pass State Park in touch
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Native Dunegrass Deserves
Beachfront Property
By Jackie French
AmeriCorps Intern

“Leave this world a little better than you found it.”

 This quote was proclaimed by Robert Baden-
Powell, the founder of the world Scouting Move-
ment of 1907.  These words became a motto for citi-
zens of today for service towards Mother Nature.
What better way to exemplify and observe this
mentality to serve than an Earth Day Service Proj-
ect?

When people attend Earth Day Service Projects,
the believed call of duty is often of planting some-
thing, or picking up trash. Montana and I hosted our
Earth Day this year by removing European beach-
grass around West Beach.

At first, it sounds counter-intuitive -- removing
something that is flourishing on the day deemed to

focus on green awareness. However, the first Earth
Day in 1970 began based off Gaylord Nelson’s desire
to educate the public about the environment after
spotting the damages done by a massive oil spill off
the coast of Santa Barbara, California. And with our
passion to educate and assist Mother Nature any
time we can, we thought it would be a great service
project in order to initiate a different way of think-
ing how the environment works in harmony.

One off-key note to the song of Deception Pass
State Park is a non-native plant called European
beach-grass. Non-native plant species, by defini-
tion, originate from another part of the world, being
introduced to a new geographic area. They are gen-
erally aggressive and out-compete native plants for
resources, such as sunlight, food, and habitat. They
change an environmental make up and even the
chemistry of the land they grow on.

The pesky non-native species of European beach-
grass is a growing concern for the dunes of Decep-
tion Pass State Park, as well as along the western
coast of the United States. They are a beach grass
unlike many others where their adaptations have
made them most tenacious. Their horizontal root
systems can reach six feet down in a matter of
months, as well as withstand months in the sea cur-
rent to sprout else-
where. Not only do
they contain a resil-
ient root system,
but they are de-
structive to the
structure of the
land that native
plants are trying to
create. Even their
height comparisons
make the European
beach-grass look
like a big bully to
the native Dunegrass.

Our project was to serve as their defenders to re-
turn the native grasses to their habitat of pleasur-
able beach front property. With the educational
support from local noxious weed expert, Seth Lug-
inbill with Island County’s Noxious Weed Control
Board, Montana and I were excited to educate the
public on why this plant needed to hit the road on
Earth Day.

Native dunegrass, the good
guys. (Elymus mollis)
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We had about 30 volunteers attend our Service
Project, some from Puget Sound Energy, and many
from a local Boy Scout Troop. These citizens
turned into protectors of Mother Nature to assure
this area was, in fact, better than they found it.
Gloves were pulled on, trash cans were filled and
carried, and sweat became mixed with dirt and
pride as they quickly decimated the patches where
European beach-grass once stood -- smug-like,
with its hands on its hips, bearing down on the
smaller American beach-grass. So many adults
took initiatives to be in the thick of it all, on their
hands and knees, plucking the bushels out. Kids of
all ages, two to seventeen, followed suit and helped
carry the trashcans full of the prickly, hay-like
beach-grass to the one-ton trucks.

As they cleared more and more area, the path to
the truck dumpsite became a longer and longer
hike. However, their determination helped deposit
two and a half loads into the one ton trucks in less

than two hours! Once we reached our
goal so quickly, we were surprised to hear
pleas to continue on -- to keep pulling
the weeds of the beach-grass family
around here! Most deemed this a cathar-
tic experience. They experienced their
own progress and saw how close they
were to creating an empty field -- a blank
slate for Dunegrass to start growing.
Some even asked if they could come out
here on their own time and work on rid-
ding the acres of European beach-grass
still remaining.

Sadly, the most effective way to remove
the European beach-grass is unknown.
From flooding with saltwater, vigorous
monthly digging, and burning the grass,
many methods have been tested, but

there is not a consensus on the most effective as of
yet. We chose to take our uprooted beach-grass to
our park’s burn site. This was easiest to manage for
the area, efficient in time, and provides a better
observational method over time. We have seen
quite a lot of dunegrass grow over the years from
patches park rangers and other park volunteers
have pulled, but our own study is still working to
prove if it’s most effective for this area.

Overall, this service project provided the aspira-
tions I always search for on Earth Day: a green-
painted heart, dirtied brow and boots, sense of
productivity, and hope that people can make a dif-
ference. This is a great sign, since I helped lead it!
On Earth Day, and any day, clean up Mother Na-
ture’s house because her guests, all current species
residing here, are wanting to stay for a visit.

It takes a team to have the environment be as
healthy as it can, and sometimes you just have to

bench the nonnative spe-
cies in your area.

For more information on
nonnative European beach-
grass, visit
http://www.cal-
ipc.org/ip/management/i
pcw/pages/detailreport.cf
m@usernumber=5&surveyn
umber=182.php



Park Ways
Free Days

   June 3 — National Trails Day

   June 10 — National Get Outdoors Day

   Aug. 25 — National Park Service 101st
Birthday

   Sept. 30 — National Public Lands Day

   Nov. 11 — Veterans Day

   Nov. 24 — Autumn day

Summer Concert Series!
(Arts in the Parks)

Saturdays at 7 p.m. at the Park Amphitheater
between West Beach and North Beach. Will the
stage be completed by then?

July 1:
133rd General’s 7 Dixie Band

July 8:
Pending:  steel drum trio from Tacoma. Yes—the
family Is from Trinidad/Tobago!
https://www.facebook.com/ObeQ.Music/

July 15:
Bays Family Irish Band. The two young boys play
concertina and flute; father and mother on fiddle.
www.randalbays.com/famband.html

July 22:
Squirrel Butter: old-time duo. Charlie Beck plays
fiddle and banjo and guitar; Charmaine Slaven, his
wife, plays fiddle, guitar, and does clogging while she
plays. www.squirrelbutter.com

July 29:
La Famille Leger—another family band. Acadian
music. They’ve been there before, and are really
happy to return! www.lafamilleleger.com

These events are sponsored by the National
Endowment for the Arts, and hosted by the
Deception Pass Park Foundation

Other Park Projects :
Underway or in Planning

+ Expanding main park sewer system: Nearing final
design, construction in summer some time.

+ Expanding/ replacing Cornet Bay pier and docks:
Late summer

+ Recycling opportunities for visitors: this summer!

+ Kiket causeway removal: late summer

+ Kiket shelter and interpretation: summer

+ New bridge interpretive signs: summer

Quarry Pond Campground Paved

After 11 years of dust and potholes, the
Quarry Pond campground received another
facelift this spring when we were able to pave
its meandering roadways.

Krieg Construction of Oak Harbor did an
outstanding job of finding windows in the
weather in April and getting the job done
quickly and professionally.

It’s not green nature, but it sure adds a
touch of cleanliness and comfort.
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 That’s Just Life (and Service) in the PNW

By Jackie French
AmeriCorps Interpreter, Deception Pass State Park

The gloom of the Pacific Northwest, although often portrayed with a whiff of romanticism, creates an as-
sumption that its inhabitants can often emulate this gray way of living. Residing in Florida most of my life, I
believed that a place of constant rain and clouds would drive people indoors, unmotivated as if the climate shut
them in. After having been here almost two months, I find that not to be the case.

Remember, change is the only constant, and this climate proves
this – to be prepared for every day. After all, most of life is about
adapting. The people of this area have adapted to not be shut in by
the rain that can happen at any given time; they seize the day for
productivity! I have observed this through my first program of
Beach Naturalist training here at Deception Pass State Park.

I serve through Washington Service Corps as the AmeriCorps
Interpreter at this most popular state park, and the first few weeks it
seemed like a ghost town – like any off -season town would. I post-
ed flyers on one of the most windy of days for our upcoming pro-
gram – train to become a beach naturalist for Deception Pass!
Shop owners recognized the program from years past and told of
how many friends and family they would share the news with.

Twenty-eight people showed up for our first day, accompanied
by a downpour of rain and wind. More than half were returning
volunteers of the program, and the others had attended out of inspi-
ration the park has brought them through the years. This inspiration

poured out from recent college graduates, to women who have traveled the world for the past fifty years, to pro-
gram veterans with years under their belt and eagerness to teach others.

I have never lived in a state that is so adamant about connecting with their own backyard through the dirt, and
the mud, and the tree branches; these beach naturalists exemplified this passion. One couple joined the training
session to learn more for their granddaughter, who has a passion for this topic and often asks questions they are
not prepared to answer. Another volunteer returned this year based
off her continued curiosity to become a park ranger, and this was a
great networking opportunity.

My favorite night of training was at the end of the presentation
from a member of our foundation board who is a contracted biolo-
gist with the Navy. He provided fantastic skulls from animals
found in our area for our classrooms, but provided them with in-
spiration and immense curiosity for the live marine mammals
found here as well. He was surrounded with questions for an un-
precedented 15 minutes after the session had ended.

Our attendance hovers around 25 people every session. This mo-
tivates me to see that our program is not only connecting people with similar interests to educate and protect our
tide pools, but that this is a productive program that networks volunteers to become even more involved with
their community.

The sky may be gray, jackets might be drenched, but the spirit of the people of the Pacific Northwest is not
dampened, but full of vibrant colors.
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NAVAL AIR STATION WHIDBEY ISLAND, Wash. –
Naval Air Station Whidbey Island will hold a Public
Open House on Saturday, June 24, 2017 at Ault
Field from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in honor of its 75th
anniversary. It was on Sept. 21, 1942 at the Seaplane
Base that the first Commanding Officer Capt. Cyril
T. Simard read the orders, the watch was set and
U.S. Naval Air Station Whidbey Island was duly
commissioned.

The public open house is an opportunity for the
public to learn about past, current, and future
operations at the Navy’s only air station in the
Pacific Northwest and see last year’s Navy
Installation of the Year.

Aircraft static displays will include the EA-18G
Growler, P-3C Orion, MH-60 Knighthawk
helicopter, the new C-40 Clipper and a visiting P-
8A Poseidon, which will soon replace the P-3C’s
here. Aerial demonstrations planned at this time
include the EA-18G, P-3C and Search and Rescue
helicopter.

There will also be other visual displays, guided bus
tours, a K-9 Working Dog demonstrations,
Explosive Ordnance Detachment displays, bouncy
toys for children and a climbing wall for those
wishing to test their climbing acumen. Aviation
memorabilia will also be available for purchase as
well as a variety of food and beverages.

All visitors over the age of 18 will be required to
have state or government issued identification for
access to the base. Due to security measures, the
following items are not allowed on the base:
alcohol, large bags, backpacks, weapons to include
pocket knives, coolers and pets. Additionally, drugs
or drug paraphernalia to include marijuana
products are prohibited from the base. Items
permitted will be strollers, diaper bags, small
women’s purses, wheelchairs, service dogs, bottled
water, cameras and video recorders.

More information can be found at
http://cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrnw/installations
/nas_whidbey_island.html

For additional information or questions contact:
Mike Welding
Public Affairs Officer
(360) 257-2286    FAX (360) 257-3972
E-mail:  whdb_naswi_pao@navy.mil

Shoreline Interpretive Walks
Along the Tommy Thompson Trail

Thur, May 21 10:30 AM
Fidalgo Bay Resort
Small to Tall – Native Plants of the Fidalgo
Shoreline

Sat, June 13, 10:00 AM
Seafarers’ Memorial
PHASE 2 SIGN DEDICATION CELEBRATION
with guided walks to the new Discovery Points

Thur, June 18, 10:30 AM
Seafarers’ Memorial
Early Anacortes Maritime Scene
Thur, July 16 10:30 AM
History & Habitat on a Working Waterfront

Thur, Aug 20,10:30 AM
Fidalgo Bay Resort
Sharing Samish Culture Along the Shores of
Fidalgo Bay

Upcoming Events:

NAS Whidbey Island Invites Public to 75th Celebration at
Open House June 24
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This monthly update is sent to folks who
have expressed an interest in keeping in
touch with what is happening or in the
planning stages at Deception Pass State
Park.

We are grateful to have you welcome
us into your inbox.

If you are not interested in receiving
these monthly updates, please reply to this
message and let me know. We have no
intention of sending emails that you do not
wish to receive.

If you wish to communicate at anytime
with me or other park staff, please email,
call, or visit us. This park is your park.

Park Manager
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-675-3767 ext. 26
jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥

Deception Pass
State Park Staff:

Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Rick Blank, Asst. Manager
Darlene Clark, Sr. Park Aide
Rick Colombo, Park Aide
Doug DeYoung, Maintenance
Jackie French, Naturalist
Todd Harris, Maintenance
Jack Hartt, Park Manager
Jeri Lancaster, Office Asst.
Mark Lunz, Maintenance
Truly McCone, Ranger
Montana Napier, Naturalist
Bill Ruh, Sr. Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Jason Stapert, Ranger
Bryce Watkinson, Ranger
Marv Wold, Maintenance

Board members:

Rick Colombo

Matt Klope

Steve Young

Terica Taylor

Jill Johnson

Dave Meyers

Dan Maul

Cindy Elliser


