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From the earliest records and maps, we know that
Kiket Island was always an island, connected at low
tide to the rest of Fidalgo Island, but with water set-
ting it free every high tide. Neighbors recall seeing
their grandparents rowing boats through the channel
between Kiket and Fidalgo. Fingerling salmon used
that connection to get to the lagoon and rest up as
they transitioned to salt water and prepared for

swimming through Deception Pass and beyond to the
ocean.

The beaches of this area have always belonged to
the Swinomish tribe, and their treaty with the United
States did not change this. However, the uplands of
the island, part of the reservation, were sold to vari-
ous individuals after the Dawes Act of 1887 allowed
tribal land to be owned individually. The island was
eventually purchased by local pioneers and settlers.

In the 1920s the new owners of the area wanted
easier access. So they filled in the tombolo beach
that connected the island at low tide. The natural
beach and occasional waterway became high and dry
by the addition of a causeway. They lined both sides
of the tombolo with rocks, and the land between was
filled with sand and gravel to become a roadway
connecting Kiket with Fidalgo. Kiket Island was no
longer an island.

Owners could now drive onto the island at any
time of the day or night. This allowed them to build a
palatial house and resort-like grounds on the former
island. Subsequent owners continued to use the
causeway, and we still do today as our main access
to Kiket.

However, the causeway is causing changes. Salm-
on struggle to get around Kiket to find the lagoon.
Sand has built up on the south side of the island,
changing the environment there, while the north
side became starved for the silt of the Skagit and be-
came a cobble beach with little driftwood along the
shoreline.

Washington State Parks and the Swinomish tribe
obtained the island through a variety of grants and
other funding sources committed to protecting our
shorelines for natural processes and use by the pub-
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lic. We recognized that the causeway was not natural,
and was actually quite harmful to the shoreline pro-
cesses and the marine area wildlife.

After years of studies as to what could be done and
the probable effects of the various alternatives, State
Parks and the Tribe agreed to remove the causeway
and restore the natural processes at the east end of
Kiket Island.

What does this mean? What changes will it bring to
the island, to the beaches and wildlife, and to public
use?

First of all, obviously, Kiket Island will again become
an island as it used to always be. But not very often.
The sand spit will still connect the island with Fidalgo,
so water will breach the spit at only the highest of
tides, and even then with little current and mostly
shallow water.

Salmon will again have easier access to the lagoon.
Sand and silt will again cross the channel to restore
the health of both beaches. Logs will move through
during storm events, and be pulled away by other
storm events.

Access to the island will be limited for only a short
time, mostly in the winter. In the summer, the higher
high tides are mostly at night. During the winter, they
are during the day, but they can easily be planned
around in walks out to the island and back.Many of the
high tides don't even get that high. And the worst case
would be someone may have to take off their shoes
and socks and walk across if they can't wait for the
tide to go down. Of course, nature will modify it
through the years; logs will fill the gap and have to be
moved aside a little to keep a path open. Storms will
carve out the channel, only to see it fill in again as cur-
rents bring back the native sand and gravel.

Lone Tree Point to the south has a beach that is
nearly identical to this one, with the highest tides go-
ing across the access to the point. It has worked well,
as visitors just plan their hike to make sure they are
not on the point at the highest of tides, or they just
wear boots.

Sometimes change sounds more foreboding than
the reality actually is. I hope you find this change to be

a valuable restoration of the beach and a celebration
of making Kiket Island an island again. It will remove a
very smooth roadway from that section of the trail,
but that roadway is not supposed to be there. In its
place will be a natural beach, easily crossed at all but
the highest of tides.

Permitting is now nearly complete. Removal of the
causeway may happen as early as this summer, de-
pending on when the work will cause the least disrup-
tion to salmon and other marine species. Humans will
be able to access the island with minimal disruption
during the construction, we hope, but the details re-
main to be worked out.

We have had great success restoring the Cornet Bay
shoreline, and Bowman Bay’s shoreline is in its second
year of success as well. Bring Kiket back to health will
be a remarkable trifecta of beach restoration achieve-
ments in the Deception Pass area.

Let’s see what we can do to make our beaches work
for all of us.

Stage progress
The stage is growing! The foundation is formed, the
outer walls poured, and the inner platform ready for
pouring as well, as we wait for spring weather to
actually come back to the Pacific Northwest.

Hoping to have the framework done by April, the
elevated platform ready for use by Memorial Day, and
the rest of the stage by early summer.

Park Maintenance Chief Mark Lunz washes the
exposed aggregate finish on the foundation of the
stage. Photo by Doug DeYoung
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Beach Naturalists
Graduate
By Montana Napier

A huge congratulations goes to our
Beach Naturalist class of 2017!

On April 1st, twenty students (and veteran
volunteers) gathered at Rosario for a boat ride with
Deception Pass Tours, a potluck lunch celebration,
and a thorough orientation of how to volunteer in the
tide pools. Collectively, we enjoyed the sights and
sounds of our waters around the Park - the scenic
views of the Bridge jutting out of fog, the swirling
whirlpools of the Pass, a loner Steller sea lion
swimming by, many harbor porpoises and seals
surrounding the boat at once, a couple of ospreys, the
high-pitched squeals of pigeon guillemots, and an
eagle perched in a tree with a fishy snack. Again, thank
you Brett, Alyce and Terica for providing this
wonderful opportunity!

Next we shared a delicious meal of hot dogs cut into
the shape of octopuses, an array of salads and
desserts, sandwiches, cheesy potatoes, etc. Sammye
Kempbell kindly brought in a sheet cake decorated
with colorful sea creatures for our graduating class.
Games were played, such as “Who Am I?” where you
guess the invertebrate that is taped to your back from
your friends’ clues. Before transitioning into our
orientation, I also had our Naturalists write their
hopes and dreams for this year’s tide pooling season

on a piece of paper, which will be strung together and
hung in their office.

Some of our Hopes and Dreams are:

“Learn all I can about the LAND. Help others to
recognize the beauty around us. HEAL.”

“Connect to the sea in a healthy way.”

“Looking forward to learning more and sharing my
knowledge and passion to hopefully inspire others
to enjoy and be stewards of this awesome resource!”

“Learn teach Learn teach Learn teach.”

“Many good Low Tide Days.”

“Better myself while helping others.”

“More kids getting Outside! Enjoying nature.”

“Educate Deception Pass Youth.”

Then new Beach Naturalists followed returning
volunteers to the office, and then to the beach to

learn how to set-up for tide pool visits and record
their hours and track data. At low tide, they ventured
into the tide pools for the first time as a team and
played an extensive game of “eye spy.”

Many marvelous creatures were spotted like
leopard and opalescent nudibranchs, sea stars, several
chitons and tube worms, Christmas anemones, red sea
cucumbers and dogwinkles; the list goes on and on!
We even broke a record for sighting the most variety
of nudibranchs at Rosario - four different species!  The
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day was filled with great information and adventure,
exclamations of joy, and a lot of animal watching.

At the end of the day, I showed everyone the new
Rosario Field Classroom and shared ideas for future
programming, but first allotted time for them to
explore the space. It is always fun to see groups of
people engage with the Fur Board, or press their
fingertips into the glass display cases. And Jackie’s new
Felt Board, which showcases a natural shoreline
ecosystem, was a hit! I mean, who doesn’t love (fabric)

orcas? There was a lot of pointing and questioning
happening, and that makes me excited to once again
open the Field Classroom for school groups and to the
public.

We’re all very happy to welcome new Naturalists
into the program. Jackie and I are fortunate to work
alongside returning volunteers, too. Without their
help, Rosario’s health would be affected in a not-so-
positive way. Every year, thousands of Park visitors
make their way onto Rosario beach and through the
tide pools. Without the watchful - and insightful - eye
of a Beach Naturalist, people may not realize their
impact on an environment or a creature. This is an
active restoration project, spearheaded by volunteers,
where we promote stewardship through education.

Because of our Naturalists, people leave the tide
pools with a better understanding of how everything is
connected, and so very important.

Thank you!

Earth Day Service
Project

  • Saturday, April 22, 2017

  • 10:00am - 12:00pm

  • Deception Pass West Beach

Two Hour Work Party at West Beach!

We'd like to invite you to our Earth Day event at De-
ception Pass State Park! On April 22nd, we will meet at
the West Beach parking lot. Island County’s Noxious
Weed Control Board program coordinator, Seth Lug-
inbill, will give a 10 minute background on invasive
plants, focusing on Dune grass, which is present in
large quantities at West Beach.

Then we will pull non-native European beachgrass at
the beach from 10a.m.-noon in order to help the na-
tive dune grasses thrive.

And then from 12:30-2pm we will have Junior Ranger
programs for the kids and a guest appearance by Gra-
cie the Gray Whale Skull. Come help the environment
and then learn about the importance of being a stew-
ard for the Salish Sea!

Bring work gloves, a lunch, and your passion for the
planet.

For the service project, meet us at least 15 minutes be-
fore 10am at the West Beach shelter (by the bath-
rooms).

Questions? Email Dpbeachnaturalist@gmail.com.

For background information on native and
invasive beach grasses, check out:

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/coast/
plants/dunegrass.html



Park Ways
Now open

Everything!
(Except the back loop of our Cranberry
Campground)

Free Days

   March 19 — State Park’s 104th birthday

   April 15  — Spring day

   April 22 — Earth Day

   June 3 — National Trails Day

   June 10 — National Get Outdoors Day

   Aug. 25 — National Park Service 101st
Birthday

   Sept. 30 — National Public Lands Day

   Nov. 11 — Veterans Day

   Nov. 24 — Autumn day

Summer Concert Series!
(Arts in the Parks)

Saturdays at 7 p.m. at the Park Amphitheater
between West Beach and North Beach. Will the stage
be completed by then?

July 1:
133rd General’s 7 Dixie Band

July 8:
Pending:  steel drum trio from Tacoma. Yes—the
family Is from Trinidad/Tobago!
July 15:
Bays Family Irish Band. The two young boys play
concertina and flute; father and mother on fiddle.
July 22:
Squirrel Butter: old-time duo. Charlie Beck plays
fiddle and banjo and guitar; Charmaine Slaven, his
wife, plays fiddle, guitar, and does clogging while
she plays.

Squirrel Butter in
performance.

July 29:
La Famille Leger—another family band. Acadian
music. They’ve been there before, and are really
happy to return!

These events are sponsored by the National
Endowment for the Arts, and hosted by the
Deception Pass Park Foundation

Other Park Projects :
Underway or in Planning

+ Paving of Quarry Pond: late April.

+ Expanding main park sewer system: Nearing final
design, construction in May?

+ Expanding/ replacing Cornet Bay pier and docks:
Late summer

+ Recycling opportunities for visitors: this summer!

+ Kiket causeway removal: late summer

+ Kiket shelter and interpretation: summer
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Color Among the Gray Gloom

By Jackie French
AmeriCorps Interpreter

Winter is often described as bare and empty, lone-
ly and quiet, cold and uninviting.

However, there is a certain romanticism portrayed
about the Pacific Northwest to most who do not live
here. It is as if the gray gloom and light drizzle emu-
lates 20s jazz playing in its inhabitants mind, like a
scene from a movie. This is a more apt description
when on the cusp of winter we turn to spring. Notes
of soulful blues swell in the swaying forests, and the
upbeat trumpeting from green leaves just budding
celebrate our dancing beyond from the season’s lone-
liness. There may be death in winter of fallen leaves
and still water frozen in time, but a story of life
drums its way through the hollows of decaying trees.

Like daffodils become tarps of yellow on a field
below gray skies, a pileated woodpecker’s newly
hollowed hole brings promised life to the gloom.
This woodpecker, being the largest in North Ameri-
ca, lives off the death of standing trees in the forest.
The demise of one tree provides such malleable wood
for both the woodpeckers and their main food source.
This workable bark and trunk creates easy access to
carpenter ants, burrowing in the soft wood. Once
they have their meal, this dinner table they have cre-
ated makes a great campaign as their new home. Like
I always say, the best part of the home is where the
food can be found. If living in a Cheesecake Factory
was as easy as hammering down the door, I would
not hesitate to call it home.

The lesser known conglomerate franchises in the Pacific Northwest are these excavated tree holes. Multi-
tudes of these excavated homes can be spotted all throughout the forest and are constructed mainly from the vi-
sionary styles of the male pileated woodpecker. They create safe havens for their families, and after offering
much protection, once they tire from their view, they will leave it vacant for other bird species, such as the
House Wren. Although the temperature is isolating, a sense of community is a warming welcome in the birding
community.

Winter personifies the fear of our own mortality with so much life fading into dreary stillness. Hope is not
just found in the obvious upbeat melodies of winter to spring, but hidden even in the subtle rhythms of every
season. Spotting the excavated homes emulates there is value even through death; there is a beauty to every
season in life if one looks close enough. To allude to Victor Hugo, the laughter of a pileated woodpecker is the
sun that drives winter from the forest’s face.
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Upcoming Events:

Lecture Series

“Exploring the Salish Sea Floor”
Friday, April 21

Why do marine birds, fish, and mam-
mals feed where they do? How do tsu-
namis and earthquakes impact marine
habitats? What efforts can help mitigate
sea level rise and human population in-
creases?

Understanding the geology, substrate,
and topography of the Salish Sea floor
may provide answers. Come to hear Dr.
Gary Greene, Ph.D., marine geologist,
and Director of the SeaDoc/Moss
Landing Marine Lab’s Tombolo Mapping
Lab, Orcas Island, WA, discuss answers
to these fascinating and important
questions.

Friday, April 21, 2017. 7:00 p.m. – 8:30
p.m. NWESD Buildg., 1601 R Ave., Ana-
cortes.  Lectures are free and open to
the public. Sponsored by Friends of Sk-
agit Beaches http://skagitbeaches.org
For more info. contact Matt Kersch-
baum cherrytree2@comcast.net

[See poster next page]

Native Plant Walks at Padilla Bay

Curious about native plants growing in natural
spaces? Can’t distinguish a pine from a fir?
Wondering what’s blooming in the forest and
meadows of the Padilla Bay region seasonally?
Wondering if adding these natives to your
home garden makes sense?

Join Certified Professional Horticulturist Robin
Haglund and other plant-curious cohorts each
month this spring and summer for a series of
informal walks through the upland forests and
meadows of the Padilla Bay Reserve and
Breazeale Interpretive Center. Together we
will expand our understanding of the flora and
fauna that inhabit and contribute to the
delicate balance here where the land meets
the Salish sea. Each month nature will reveal
new wonders, so ink all of these FREE
explorations into your calendar now.

Volunteer walk leader Robin Haglund is a
recent transplant to the Bay View community
from Seattle. She is the founder and president
of pioneering garden coaching firm Garden
Mentors®. Robin is an award-winning
designer, a down-to-earth speaker, a popular
writer and a frequent garden television expert
guest and contributor.

All ages welcome. Friendly leashed dogs
encouraged. Each walk will gather and begin
under the arbor at the beginning of the upland
trail by the parking lot. No registration needed.

The first walk will be Friday, April 7 from 4:00-
5:00pm.

Future dates:
Sundays from 10:00-11:00am,
May 14, June 11, July 16, August 13,
September 10
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Welcome to all from the Deception Pass Park
Foundation desk. Spring has sprung and the
Foundation is working hard to ensure we fulfill our
mission of "Resource Protection through Education ".

Our number one project in 2017 is the
modernizing upgrade of our beloved amphitheater
stage. To date, the forms and basic foundation have
been laid.  For those inclined to help us along, a
donation venue called the "Giving Wall", has been set
up on Facebook and on our foundation website. Look
for the GOFUND account under Deception Pass Park.
In recognition of your generous donation of $200,
$500, or $1000(+),  a commemorative brass or bronze
plaque will be specially engraved, mounted, and
displayed on the stage once completed.   You can
designate lesser amounts specifically towards the
amphitheater project while applying for foundation
memberships, also online.  We are looking to host
some great summer interpretive programming and
community events this summer and in the future.

One way we ensure our mission accomplishment
is supporting our Foundation volunteers with
seasonal  AmeriCorps Interpretive Interns, now in
our sixth season.  They serve as our field workers
implementing the interpretive plans for the year.  We
just completed the Rosario Beach Naturalist
volunteer training program, enlisting the support of
volunteer beach naturalists to share our beach
etiquette values with the many Rosario tide pool
visitors.  Also at Rosario, they just reopened the
Discovery Center for the start of its second season,
hosted by volunteers.  Beach Naturalists help
interpret the many exhibits and give insights into the
park's local flora and fauna at Rosario's unique setting
and marine environment.  This is a must see, opening
weekends Memorial Day through Labor Day, located
in the newly remodeled Civilian Conservation Corps
(CCC) structure at the beginning of the Rosario to
Bowman Bay trailhead.

Don't miss out on one of our best deals in the
park, our Summer Interpretive Programming held
each Saturday, Memorial Day through Labor Day at
the amphitheater;  Nature Trail Hikes, Junior Rangers,
and varied 7PM evening programming.  This season’s
venues are in the planning stage now, looking for fun
topics in environmental specialties, local park and
community interest stories, and Arts in the Park (in
its 10th season).  If you have a specialty our camper

and local audience would love to learn about,  or can
sing a tune around the campfire, or like to be the
movie night technician, or help sell popcorn at the
Arts in the Park summer concerts in July,  let us
know.   We are planning on posting summer
schedules on our website.

Hopefully you all have visited the park in the past
few summers and noticed the Bridge Information and
Ticketing kiosk (located in the south bridge parking
lot).  The Foundation has partnered with Deception
Pass Tours to offer tourist information to our many
visitors; local business/info pamphlets; Park related
souvenirs and memorabilia for sale to the public;  and
a convenient spot to purchase Deception Pass Tours,
Jet Boat Excursion tickets to view Deception Pass and
marine environment sights first hand.

If this isn't enough, the Foundation members
support local community events with our Deception
Pass Park Foundation advertising package, and attend
the Anacortes Farmers’ Market (June - September)
supporting "FIX IT DAYS", which helps keep home fix-
it projects repaired and out of the local landfills.
Sponsor many varied events and food catering
services; and for a 3rd season will host the Bowman
Bay Christmas Holiday.

We invite  you to come have fun with us here at
our beloved Deception Pass State Park helping to
support the park, part of our local community.
Consider becoming a board member;  or if you’re not
available to personally join in the fun and would
consider financially supporting the many projects, we
urge you to become a member of the Foundation:
Individual ($25), Family ($50), Small Business ($100),
Patron ($500), Associate ($1200), or Benefactor
($2000). Our website membership tab breaks down
the incentives associated with each membership
category. We are also looking for many in-kind
donations that may tap into your special talents.

Thanks for lending a moment of your time to hear
what your Deception Pass Park Foundation has
planned for 2017.  We urge you to come on down and
have some fun!!!

Questions or concerns please fell free to contact
us!  We would be happy to forward you a Deception
Pass Park Foundation brochure!

Rick Colombo (Interim President)
Deception Pass Park Foundation
41020 SR 20, Oak Harbor WA 98277
Park Office (360) 675-3767

Email: deceptionpassfoundation@gmail.com
Website:   deceptionpassfoundation.org
Facebook:   Deception Pass Park Foundation

mailto:deceptionpassfoundation@gmail.com
mailto:deceptionpassfoundation@gmail.com
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This monthly update is sent to folks who
have expressed an interest in keeping in
touch with what is happening or in the
planning stages at Deception Pass State
Park.

We are grateful to have you welcome
us into your inbox.

If you are not interested in receiving
these monthly updates, please reply to this
message and let me know. We have no
intention of sending emails that you do not
wish to receive.

If you wish to communicate at anytime
with me or other park staff, please email,
call, or visit us. This park is your park.

Park Manager
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-675-3767 ext. 26
jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥

Deception Pass
State Park Staff:

Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Rick Blank, Asst. Manager
Darlene Clark, Sr. Park Aide
Rick Colombo, Park Aide
Doug DeYoung, Maintenance
Jackie French, Naturalist
Todd Harris, Maintenance
Jack Hartt, Park Manager
Jeri Lancaster, Office Asst.
Mark Lunz, Maintenance
Truly McCone, Ranger
Montana Napier, Naturalist
Bill Ruh, Sr. Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Jason Stapert, Ranger
Bryce Watkinson, Ranger
Marv Wold, Maintenance

Board members:

Rick Colombo

Matt Klope

Steve Young

Terica Taylor

Jill Johnson

Photograph of old growth
Douglas fir alongside a
trail in the park, courtesy
of Bob Jepperson.

Can you identify which
trail this is? The size of
the tree and the nearby
railing are two good clues.


