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A monthly newsletter for this park’s friends and neighbors
from the desk of the park manager

Our earth appreciates our attention. And in turn, our earth gives us all
the support we need. Earth Day 2016 was another chance to show our
appreciation as people gathered at the Bowman Bay Planting Party and
Celebration!

Dozens of neighbors gave an hour or two helping plant over 2000 na-
tive plants in the splash zone and upland beach areas. Over the years,
these plants will become established and help solidify this active marine
zone, supporting upland and marine wildlife and enhancing our park ex-
periences and natural resources.

Some then spent time exploring the skull of a gray whale with our park
naturalists Montana and Dom, or learning about the many groups that
helped make our beach change successful.

It was a day full of fun and education about ways we can care about our
marine neighbors. The event was sponsored by the Skagit Fisheries En-
hancement Group, the Northwest Straits Foundation, the Samish Indian
Nation, and Washington State Parks, and assisted by crew members of
the Department of Ecology's Washington Conservation Corps.

This well organized event had something or many things for everyone
to do. And every volunteer got a free t-shirt and free food, at least while
each of them lasted.

Deception Pass State Park
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Lions’ Clubs Give to the Park

Nearly a hundred volunteers from local Lions' Clubs and a Boy Scout
troop focused on the Cornet Bay Retreat Center this year for Earth Day. As
in years past, they split up into a half dozen groups to take on a specific
project. Some built a new horseshoe pit and fencing around it, some con-
structed bunkbed furniture for the renovated bunkhouse, some cleared
brush, some cleaned campsites nearby, and some prepared food for all
these busy workers.

After a full day of volunteer service, the Retreat Center is a much better
place for groups of all kinds to enjoy time together in this perfect setting
for getting away from it all.

A big thank you to
each of the Lions’
Club members who
gave of their time
and energy this Earth
Day, and to Ranger
John Whittet for the
background work he
did to organize this
large event.

In the Running
Deception Pass hosted two marathons and half marathons this past April.

On April 2 the Belling-
ham Trail Running Series
hosted a full and half mara-
thon in the park, each of
them staying in the park’s
boundaries for their entire
race.

On April 16, Oak Harbor sponsored the
annual Whidbey Island Marathon that starts
at Pass Lake, runs across the bridge, and
then down the island to Oak Harbor.

This year, they also started the half-mar-
athon in the park, beginning at Cornet Bay
and then heading down to Oak Harbor.
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This monthly update is sent to folks who have
expressed an interest in keeping in touch with
what is happening or in the planning stages at
Deception Pass State Park.

We are grateful to have you welcome us into
your inbox.

If you are not interested in receiving these
monthly updates, please reply to this message
and let me know. We have no intention of
sending emails that you do not wish to receive.

If you wish to communicate at anytime with
me or other park staff, please email, call, or visit
us. This park is your park.

Park Manager
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-675-3767 ext. 26

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ©

(1917 - 2016)

CCC worker, World War II serviceman, refinery
manager, philanthropist, advocate
for wildlife, and friend.

The man who helped build the
facilities we enjoy at Deception
Pass, then came back and helped
protect them, passed away peace-
fully in his sleep Friday, April 8, at
the age of 98.

I came to know John several
weeks after the passing of his be-
loved wife, Doris. He was still
mourning, as I suspect he did for
the remainder of his long life.
Over the next few years we talked
often about Deception Pass, and
his experiences here. He contrib-
uted greatly to our understanding
of the Civilian Conservation
Corps, and Sam Wotipka and I
dedicated the "Two Hands and a
Shovel" book to him in our appre-
ciation.

John also talked often about the values of our parks
and wildlife. I still remember his quiet voice at one of
our evening presentations. He had a crowd of over two
hundred at our amphitheater leaning in to hear every
word as he described his work experiences in the park
as a teenager, and then his opportunities in his retired
years to continue to protect this magnificent park.

Much has been said about John and his impact on
Fidalgo Island in his generosity and devotion to our
community, to people in need, and to our parks and
forest lands. Joan Pringle at the Anacortes American
wrote a great article a few days after his passing. I
hope you get a chance to read it at this location:
http://www.goanacortes.com/news/article_a0842ba
4-00f5-11e6-bb21-8f16405bb5f9.html

Liz Merriman, former president
of the Deception Pass Park Foun-
dation, and one of John's dear
friends, wrote these additional
words in a message to our Founda-
tion:

"What the article did not say was
how much Deception Pass meant to
John. He said it saved his life in so
many ways. Three squares a day, a
roof over his head, and learning
trades like blacksmithing (which can
be seen at the CCC Interpretive
Center at Bowman Bay) and explo-
sives (he "blew-up" the rock to create
the south parking lot at the bridge).

“He learned the work ethic and
discipline that became the essence of
who he was. Many a time on our
drives throughout the park he would
stop talking in mid sentence... he

was, almost physically, back in the time and place when
life really began for him.

“John gave back to the park both monetarily and spiri-
tually. I have never met a character of this capacity, and
I suspect I never will."

He is forever in our hearts, and his life is reflected
throughout this park.

ViewPoint

Park Staff:
Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Rick Blank, Asst. Manager
Darlene Clark, Sr. Park Aide
Doug DeYoung
Todd Harris, Maintenance
Jack Hartt, Park Manager
Jeri Lancaster, Offic. Asst.
Mark Lunz, Maintenance
Montana Napier, Naturalist
Paige Ritterbusch, Ranger
Bill Ruh, Sr. Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Dominique Saks, Naturalist
Jason Stapert, Ranger
Bryce Watkinson, Ranger
John Whittet, Ranger
Marv Wold, Maintenance
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It Only Takes a Spark
In 2014, I backpacked from Georgia to Maine on

the Appalachian Trail. For five months I lived out
of a tent, ate ramen cooked over a campfire or
soda can stove, and hiked many miles a day. It
was a glorious time filled with some of the
highest ups and lowest downs in my twenty-one
years on this planet. And I would not trade that
experience for anything!

As most thru-
hikers know, hiking
becomes your one
job in life while on
Trail, but hobbies are
a necessity to stay
sane. I know people
who picked up
whittling, the
harmonica, etc. to fill
empty time spent
sitting around a
campfire, or cooped
up in a small tent on
an exceptionally
rainy day. For me,
books were the answer. I would pick up
discarded copies of Classics in the shelters and
“hiker boxes” located at hostels, and live many
adventures without leaving the comfort of my
sleeping bag.

In North Carolina, while fat snowflakes
gathered on the roof of the three-walled shelter,
I curled up into the back of my neighbor (think 11
people in a 6-person shelter) and read about
Ponyboy and Greasers and decided that I wanted
to be “as tough as nails,” too. In Virginia, while I
filtered water from a creek to drink, I sat on a
rock and re-read The Hatchet, eagerly devouring
his tales of survival. After that book, I picked up
an old, taped-together and yellowed copy of A
Walk Across America, and so forth. But there was

one book that lived in pack for most of the Trail,
and equaled a pound in my total pack weight, a
collection of writings brought to life in The Earth
Speaks.

I read and re-read passages and poetry by
naturalist voices, i.e. Aldo Leopold, Rachel
Carson, Sigurd Olson, and Gary Snyder, on a
regular basis. Beside a crackling campfire, I
would read aloud while my mac and cheese
cooked on golden embers, appreciating the
lyrical phrases and sounds of these great authors’
words. That book, combined with the experience
of seeing the direct impact my feet had on the
landscape, is why I eventually become an
interpreter. I felt inspired to become intimately
acquainted with the land, observe nature closely,
and share my love and curiosity of the world with
others, as well as help protect public spaces
through appreciation.

One quote that I love:
“Do not try to satisfy your vanity by

teaching a great many things. Awaken
people’s curiosity. It is enough to open
minds; do not overload them. Put there just
a spark. If there is some good flammable
stuff, it will catch fire.”

- Anatole France

Last week, I picked up The Earth Speaks off my
bookshelf for the first time in a while and flipped
it open to that quote, which feels more relevant
to me now than ever before. My day was spent
hiking with a group of sixth graders up Goose
Rock, and I had caught myself sharing almost too
much information on multiple occasions. How do
I stop myself from rambling on about glacial
erratics and other more technical things about
the environment? Well, as the classic saying goes,
the first step to addiction recovery is awareness.
...though I wouldn’t necessarily say I’m addicted...

I, Montana, acknowledge that I love to learn
about a great many things, and try to teach a
great many things (in a short period of time), but

know that over explaining leads to wandering
minds. Instead, I should try to do the above, and
put there just a spark. Find an “angle” to pique
their curiosity. Otherwise I am not fully doing my
job. As a park interpreter, it is necessary to know
your audience and tailor the program to best fit
their needs, or your message will be lost.

This past month there have been many
opportunities for me to speak with the public in
the Park and school groups; visiting high schools
to speak about a career in environmental
education; a “Mammals of Deception Pass” table
set-up at the Earth Day celebration at Bowman
Bay, where I answered visitors’ questions about
the “platypus” (beaver) and other creatures; my
“Match the Fur to its Animal” by touch activity for
school groups; the chance to hike with sixth
graders up to Goose Rock. These are moments of
human (re)connection with the natural world, not

moments of Montana
spewing facts. This is
time set aside,
specifically, to find
our place in the space
around us - Deception
Pass State Park,
Washington State, the
Earth.

And I feel privileged
to help people, in my
small way, discover
what is around them.

“Awareness is becoming acquainted with
environment, no matter where one happens to be.
Man does not suddenly become aware or infused
with wonder; it is something we are born with. No
child need be told its secret; he keeps it until the
influence of gadgetry and the indifference of teen-
age satiation extinguish its intuitive joy.”

- Sigurd Olson
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Interpretive Schedule
2016

May (Memorial Day weekend)
Friday 27th – 7pm Evening Program
Saturday 28th – 11am Nature Walk,
2pm Junior Ranger,
7pm Evening Program
Sunday 29th – 9am Morning Yoga,
11am Nature Walk

June
Friday – 7pm Evening Program
Saturday – 11am Nature Walk, 2pm Jr.
Ranger, 7pm Evening Program
Sunday – 9am Morning Yoga

July
Friday – 7pm Evening Program
Saturday – 11am Nature Walk, 2pm Jr.
Ranger, 7pm Arts in the Park
Sunday – 9am Morning Yoga
(July 3rd. additional Nature Walk, Jr.
Ranger., and Evening Program)

August
Friday – 7pm Evening Program
Saturday – 11am Nature Walk, 2pm Jr.
Ranger, 7pm Evening Program

September (Labor Day weekend)
Friday – 7pm Evening Program
Saturday – 11am Nature Walk, 2pm Jr.
Ranger, 7pm Evening Program
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Upcoming Park Events:
● May 30, Memorial Day: Annual Hope Island

Scotch Broom removal party. Once again,
the Deception Pass Tours jet boat will escort
our volunteers out to the island in style!
Hope to see you on the Monday outing!

● June 4, 9 a.m.: Trails Day. SWITMO work on
Tursi Trail

● June 4, Noon: Ribbon Cutting for Tursi Trail
____________________________________________________

● August 21, 2017: Total eclipse in Oregon,
98% total here

● March and July, 2022: 100th birthday party
for Deception Pass State Park!

Reserve your seats today for the

888-909-TOUR

State Parks Free Days
The Washington State Parks and Recreation

Commission offers 12 free days each year when
visitors are not required to display a Discover
Pass for a day visit to a park. We hope you will
take advantage of a State Parks free day to get
out and sample a new park or revisit an old fa-
vorite, then consider supporting state recreation
lands by purchasing a Discover Pass.

The Discover Pass provides a whole year of
vehicle access to millions of acres of parks, trails,
water access sites and wildlife viewing areas on
state-managed recreation lands.

Free days for 2016:

May 8 – (Sunday) A springtime free Sunday

June 4 – (Saturday) National Trails Day

June 11 – (Saturday) National Get Outdoors Day

Aug. 25 – (Thursday) National Park Service’s
100th birthday

Sept. 24 – (Saturday) National Public Lands Day

Nov. 11 – (Friday) Veterans Day

=========================================

Anacortes
Kayak
Tours

1-800-992-1801
info@anacorteskayaktours.com

Here is the tentative line-up for the annual
summer musical events at our amphitheater.

July 9: Miho and Diego (Japanese and Colombian
music) http://www.mihodiego.com/

July 16:  Fisher Poets John Van Amerongen and
Erin Fristad http://www.erinfristad.com/  (no
website for John—he’s a musician, too)

July 23:  Sedentary Sousa Band – world’s only
seated marching band
http://sedentarysousa.com/

July 30:  Dunava – women’s a cappella music of
Eastern Europe http://www.dunava.org/
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Inside in the Great Outdoors
You gotta admit, having a mattress to sleep on makes a camping trip pretty

comfy. And having it waiting for you in the campground makes it even better.

From a legislative grant, Deception Pass received five "rustic" cabins, installed
now in the Quarry Pond campground. The campsites were not as popular as

others as campsites,
but with cabins, we ex-
pect they will be a hit.

The cabins have a
heat pump for efficient
heating. They sport a
bunkbed with a queen
bunk on the bottom
and a twin on top, and a
futon for sitting or
sleeping, so they sleep
five. They also have a

kitchen table and chairs, and outlets for all the electronics that now accompany
our lives. One has a ramp leading to the back porch, the others a short stretch of
chairs.

They rent for $45 a night in the winter, and up to $79 in the summer. This
month, they are available by emailing us at Deception.pass@parks.wa.gov. Next
month some time they will be available on the State Park reservation system.

I'm tempted!
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Coming Community Events

5th Annual
Fidalgo Shoreline Academy

May 14, 2016
Saturday, 8:30 - 3:30,
Fidalgo Bay Resort, Anacortes

One day university for everyone begins with
an engaging keynote address followed by plena-
ry sessions of your choosing on our Salish Sea
marine environment and culture.

For more details: sign up for the newsletter
at www.skagitbeaches.org.

Teachers: continuing education clock hours
available.

Deception Pass Day Camps
Junior Explorer Camps
Marine Explorer Camp
Nature Photography Camp
Kids Kayak Academy
Art in Nature
Wilderness Survival for Kids& Teens
Marine Mammal Discovery

Call Us Today! (360) 708-3286  email:

Andrew.Rice@AcademicsAndAdventures.org

Protest
Breakfreepnw.org is organizing a protest of

the Anacortes refineries at March Point on the
weekend of May 14 to call attention to the dan-
ger of climate change caused by our ongoing
and still-increasing use of fossil fuels.

The group expects to have well over a thou-
sand protesters over the weekend in the Ana-
cortes area. This event coincides with a dozen
or more protests around the world.

Many of the protesters are staying at local
area churches and in various homes.

Up to a thousand will be camping at Decep-
tion Pass. (On a typical night, Deception Pass
may have up to 2000 campers staying here, so
this is not even half of a normal busy night
here.)

These campers will also use a couple day-use
picnic shelters to organize their activities at
the refineries. The organizers assure us
that their presence at the park is not
going to affect our other park visitors
or cause any impact to park resources
beyond the normal use of any typical
park user group.

We have been working closely with
the event planners to manage their po-
tential impact on the park, and we re-
main in constant communication with
them. We have also been coordinating
with other local law enforcement agen-
cies and emergency planners to have
contingency plans in place for whatever may

happen. We have also been working closely
with the event planners to manage their poten-
tial impact on the park, and we remain in con-
stant communication with them.

While we recognize the criticality of their
concern, we also recognize our need to protect
and preserve the values of the park resources
and our visitor experiences. The organizers as-
sure us that they respect and value these as
well.

Breakfree organizers are also communicating
with local environmental protection groups to
minimize their impact on other local resources,
such as the heron rookery near March Point.

Over 500 participants have signed up to be
arrested for their civil disobedience.

One potential of a protest like this can be the
attachment of "affinity" groups who take ad-
vantage of the situation to cause unknown
mayhem.

We will be vigilant to be prepared for any at-
tempts to disrupt park or community needs.


