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A monthly newsletter for this park’s friends and neighbors
from the desk of the park manager

It's not often you get to say Happy Birthday to a
94 year old. Your chance to sing and blow out can-
dles comes on March 23, when Deception Pass cele-
brates its 94th year as a Washington State Park.

Shortly after the Civil War, military planners
recognized the strategic military values of the Pass
as a backdoor entrance to Puget Sound. They set
aside 1760 acres from both sides of Deception Pass
for future harbor defense needs. President Andrew
Johnson officially withdrew the land from public use
on September 22, 1866.

But very little happened here, militarily. The
concept of coastal forts guarding the entrances to
Puget Sound ended with the advent of war planes. As
a result, the War Department intended to sell their
Deception Pass military reserve to private develop-
ers in 1921.

J. Grant Hinkle, secretary of the newly -formed
Washington State Parks Committee, wired a protest
to Congress. In his letter he suggested that the Com-
mittee would prefer to have the property turned
over to them for care rather than to see it leased to
private individuals.

The Anacortes Chamber of Commerce and the
Island County Farm Bureau agreed. They put into
action a plan to have the federal government give
the land to the state as a new state park. The Wash-
ington State Park system had begun in 1913, and had
already received two parks in 1915. This seemed like
a natural and desirable addition to the system.

Through various negotiations and agreements,
the House agreed in February of 1922, the Senate on
March 16, and on March 23, 1922, President Warren
G. Harding signed and transferred the reserve to the
State of Washington for state park purposes.

The agreement stated that the land was "dedi-
cated to the uses and pleasures of the people forev-
er."

The State Parks Committee accepted the tract
as a state park on April 17, 1922, and formal proceed-
ings and speeches made it
reality on July 20, 1922, when
the Anacortes Chamber and
Island County Farm Bureau
joined with representatives
of the federal and state gov-
ernments to hold a celebra-
tion for the official opening
of Deception Pass State Park
to the public.

In that first year, 26,000
visitors came to Deception
Pass, making it the most vis-

ited park in the state, an honor it has rarely relin-
quished. (This year, we had 2.6 million.)

The local communities continued to hold sum-
mer picnics in July, and the Cranberry Lake Picnic
grew as an annual July event.

It was the big event of the summer as families
brought their picnic fare and children took part in
swimming and land competitions; state government
leaders including the Governor himself exhorted the
people to continued effort,  and community bands
from surrounding towns rendered their best.

I would love to see our communities come to-
gether for fun here in July once again. Maybe blow
out 94 candles for the park (if there isn't a fire ban)
and plan the 100th birthday celebration. It's only 6
years away!

94 years old
And not looking a day over ten million

Deception Pass State Park

March 2016
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Three particularly vocal bald eagles soared
above. My partner and I stopped hiking to watch
the screaming birds through the trees’ canopy.
They stirred about, and then continued circling.
Soaring low, two of the eagles clumsily brushed
their wings against the crowns of Douglas firs,
bumping shoulders with branches and needles,
and then rose. The eagles soared. I spun in slow,
looping circles, following the birds’ silhouettes
with my body, as a kid spins to watch a single
blade of a ceiling fan. Earlier on in our hike to
Goose Rock summit, we spotted an eagle perched
on a fir snag. Within an inhalation, the bird took
off – feathers loud against the air. We were
captivated by its flight.

Now, two birds sent shrill screams into the
forest, indifferent to the humans present. Bird A
left the scene, and then Bird B dove to strike Bird
C with its talons.  Bird C must have rolled over
and displayed its talons because their talons
locked.  The birds began to plunge toward the
earth. Smashing through branches, they
dramatically spiraled downward. They
cartwheeled in the air – a swirling mass of
gripped talons, wings, and dark bodies. About 30
yards away, we watched them freefall 20 feet. It
was surreal to me, watching the eagles plummet.
I felt tears gather in my eyes and chest fill with
prana, or life force.

On the verge of hitting the earth, the two
birds separated – break away – and took flight in
opposite directions. Their calls grew distant, as
we were left alone to wonder. We waited a few
silent moments before continuing our journey
home. I couldn’t believe our luck as we hiked in
the evening dusk. It was THE topic of discussion
as we buzzed, and tripped over hard-to-see tree
roots. I believe Bird A was a potential mate and

Bird B and C were fighting, maybe,
either fighting between males, or a
mating ritual. It is hard to tell when
you are just a human observer,
unaware of their normal thoughts
and behavior.

Back from the brink, one of the
greatest American success stories
had dazzled us with their
“taloning.” Scientists estimate there
are 24,000 pairs in the Lower 48
states today; a significant number
compared to the low of 487 in
1963.

Though I am not a scientist, I
am more than appreciative of our
nation’s federal and state
protection and recovery efforts. I
love how we I have the opportunity
to go hike in the Park and spot an
eagle from its perch. Hear its call

from my office. Watch its massive wingspan glide
through the sky above.

Photo courtesy of Brad Hill 2008 –
www.narturalart.ca (not taken in Deception Pass
– didn’t even think to take my camera out.)

Encounter with Eagles
By Montana Napier

AmeriCorps Interpreter
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The Rosario Beach Naturalist Program began as a collaboration between Deception
Pass State Park and Sound Water Stewards. The Beach Naturalist program is designed to
promote interpretation and conservation at tide pools and beaches in our area.
If you like people, enjoy being on the beach, and are passionate about marine education;
consider becoming a Rosario Beach Naturalist. Rosario Beach Naturalists serve as stewards
and educators at the Rosario Tide Pools.

● Classes will take place weekly in March. There is also a weekend field trip.
● Classes are free. The only payment required is volunteering.

Learn about: Deception Pass State Park, tide pools 101, human history of
Fidalgo, tides and currents, intertidal invertebrates, coastal ecology and
processes, marine mammals, story of the Maiden, interpretation, environmental
education and more!

Beach Naturalist Training Schedule 2016

2016 Class Schedule:
Session 1: March 8th, 6-8PM
West Beach Shelter, Deception Pass State Park
Intro, organization, safety – Dominique Saks
Foundation Overview – Liz Merriman
Why we interpret at the shore: Sammye Kempbell
Tidal Life 101: Rick Colombo
Story of the Maiden: Sammye Kempbell

Session 2: March 15th, 6-8PM
West Beach Shelter, Deception Pass State Park
Marine Invertebrates: Sammye Kempbell
Marine mammals: Matt Klope

Session 3: March 22nd, 6-8PM
West Beach Shelter, Deception Pass State Park
Human History of Fidalgo: Adam Lorio
Tides and Currents: Jack Hartt

Session 4: March 29th, 4-7PM
Padilla Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve
Interacting with kids, facilitating groups: Susan Wood
Interpretation 101: Amos Almy

Field Trip: April 9th, 11AM-1PM @ Rosario Beach,
Deception Pass State Park
Graduation and Celebration

Class Handouts and Information:
· Volunteer Naturalist Handbook 2016
· Intertidal Life of Rosario by Tim Hall

 (Go to the Foundation website to download)
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If You had a Whale Tail…
(A creative piece where the reader imagines him or

herself as a Gray Whale)

By Dominique Saks
AmeriCorps Interpreter

Ah, the deep, blue sea.  This is the vast salt-
water world you call home.  You are a Gray
Whale, and you are beginning a great adventure
North. (Surprising, I know, but let us indulge our
imaginations.)

Your name, Gray Whale, comes from your
coloring: dark gray with patches of lighter gray
and white.  To the close observer, these patches
reveal themselves as tiny communities of
barnacles and whale lice.  That’s right, you are so
big and trusty, that other creatures call your
body a home.

But how big is big? Nine human adults
stacked head to toe equals the length of your
Gray Whale body of 40-50 feet.  Fill in that length
with 30-40 tons of whale mass, and there you
are.  This colossal size, which is perhaps only
dwarfed when thinking of the expanse of the
ocean itself, is organized into a form most adept
for your chosen mode of locomotion: swimming.

You are torpedo like, with paddle shaped
flippers, and a large powerful tail (fluke.)  You
are designed to move through liquid with ease
and grace.   And that you do, every year from the
Northern Arctic Seas down to the warm lagoons
of Baja California, Mexico, and then back again.
This is a travel itinerary that covers over 12,000
miles round trip, and is honored throughout the
animal kingdom as the longest migration of any
mammal.

So where are you now, oh great migratory
whale? It is March, and you are embarking on
the return-trip north after a winter spent
basking in southern lagoons.   You had a fantastic
vacation in these sunny, warm waters.  You
spent your time participating in the activities
essential to the continuation of a species: dating
and mating.  These lagoons also provide a
nursery setting for mothers bringing a new
generation of Gray Whales into the world.
That’s right, your winter was filled with love and
new life.

But now, you are hungry.   You have been
eating very little during your time in the South.
You have been too busy traveling and socializing
to eat, and have been living off your store of
blubber.   This supply is running low, and your
internal clock tells you that the waters are
becoming warm enough to gain access to your
favorite Arctic treat.  There are abundant
crustaceans, amphipods and tubeworms found

in the bottom
sediment of your
northern feeding
grounds.  You will
scoop up this
sediment in your
mouth, filter water
and mud through
your baleen, and what
is left for you to digest
is a benthic feast.

The Arctic feeding
grounds await your
return.  At this point
on your journey you
may be seen along the
coast of California, or
even Oregon and
Washington.  Perhaps
you grab a snack in

the bottom sediment along the way.  Perhaps
you stop to spy-hop, taking in your surroundings
above water.  Perhaps you must deal with orca
predation, the dangers of large ships, and the
challenges of pollution and environmental
change.  But your journey continues, as all of
ours do.  Migrating through the adventure that
life presents.

Go Gray Whale go!  You are amazing!

*A Gray whale was sited on February 26th off
of Camano Island.  Keep an eye out, and note
other whale sightings at:
http://www.orcanetwork.org/Main/index.php?c
ategories_file=Sightings#recent

Dom and Montana will be sharing more sto-
ries about gray whales at the Earth Day celebra-

tion at Bowman Bay on April 23, with our gray
whale skull to illustrate the stories.

Photo courtesy of
Pacificwhalewatchassociation.org
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Pictured above: Amos Almy, volunteer interpreter, and Dom Saks, one of our AmeriCorps interpreters this year, photograph
and identify a critter on the trail.
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Saturday, April 23

Our earth appreciates your attention. And in
turn, our earth gives us all the support we need.
Earth Day 2016 is another chance to show your
appreciation.

Come join us for the Bowman Bay Planting
Party and Celebration!

Our newest beach deserves a birthday party!
Your gift could be an hour or two helping plant a
variety of splash zone and upland plants at the
beach.

Or it could be as simple as exploring the skull
of a gray whale with our park naturalists, or
learning about the many groups that helped
make our beach change successful.

It will be a day full of fun and education
about ways we can care about our marine neigh-
bors.

March 19
Cornet Bay Planting Party:

Come help plant the newly created beach at
the west end of Cornet Bay, near the grocery
store there. Thanks to grants and the leadership
and partnership of the Northwest Straits Foun-
dation, we have a new beach, pocket estuary, and
upland area at Cornet Bay. The upland area will
be planted on March 19 with a variety of native
plants to restore the connection between the
land and the marine environment.

Details will be forthcoming, but the work will
include plantings and creating a short trail.

Upcoming Park Events:
● March 8, 15, 23, 30: Beach Naturalist Class-

es, West Beach shelter
● March 19: Planting day at Cornet Bay
● April 2: Trail running half  and full marathon

throughout park
● April 16: Whidbey Island full marathon

starts at Pass Lake, half marathon starts at
Cornet Bay

● April 23: Bowman Bay celebration/ Earth
Day; planting the new Bowman Beach,
whale skull interpretive programs, walks,
talks, food, and more!

● April 23: Lions Clubs service day project at
the Cornet Bay Retreat Center

● May 30, Memorial Day:
Annual Hope Island Scotch Broom re-
moval party. Once again, the Deception Pass
Tours jet boat will escort our volunteers out
to the island in style! Hope to see you on the
Monday outing!

_______________________________________________

● August 21, 2017: Total eclipse in Oregon,
98% total here

● March and July, 2022: 100th birthday party
for Deception Pass State Park!

Here is the tentative line-up for the annual
summer musical events at our amphitheater.

July 9: Miho and Diego (Japanese and Colom-
bian music) http://www.mihodiego.com/

July 16:  Fisher Poets John Van Amerongen
and Erin Fristad http://www.erinfristad.com/
 (no website for John—he’s a musician, too)

July 23:  Sedentary Sousa Band – world’s only
seated marching band
http://sedentarysousa.com/

July 30:  Dunava – women’s a cappella music
of Eastern Europe http://www.dunava.org/
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State Parks Free Days
The Washington State Parks and Recreation

Commission offers 12 free days each year when visi-
tors are not required to display a Discover Pass for a
day visit to a park. We hope you will take advantage
of a State Parks free day to get out and sample a new
park or revisit an old favorite, then consider sup-
porting state recreation lands by purchasing a Dis-
cover Pass.

The Discover Pass provides a whole year of ve-
hicle access to millions of acres of parks, trails, wa-
ter access sites and wildlife viewing areas on
state-managed recreation lands.

Free days for 2016:

January 1 – (Friday) New Year’s Day and State
Parks’ First Day Hikes Day

January 17 and 18 – (Sunday and Monday) Martin
Luther King Jr. Day

March 19 – (Saturday) Washington State Parks’
103rd birthday

March 26 – (Saturday) A springtime free Saturday

April 22 – (Friday) Earth Day

May 8 – (Sunday) A springtime free Sunday

June 4 – (Saturday) National Trails Day

June 11 – (Saturday) National Get Outdoors Day

Aug. 25 – (Thursday) National Park Service’s 100th
birthday

Sept. 24 – (Saturday) National Public Lands Day

Nov. 11 – (Friday) Veterans Day

Spring Park Openings Schedule
All areas open for hiking year round.

The following areas opened their gates
and restrooms on March 1:

● North Beach

● Rosario

● Cranberry Campground: Lower Loop

Opening April 1:

● Bowman Campground

● Cranberry Forest Loop and Middle
Loop

Park-model Cabins Coming
Tuesday we will receive five cabins at

Quarry Pond’s campground.
Sponsored by a legislative grant, these

cabins will offer cozy accommodations for
anyone wishing to spend the night here
without the carbon footprint of having to
haul a large RV across our highways and
without having to stay in a tent in a gravelly
urban campground.

We know the cabins will add to our di-
versity of recreational opportunities avail-
able here. And they are kind of cute!

Time Lapse of the Bowman Bay
Beach Makeover

If you have not seen this video, you are in
for a treat. It shows the re-creation of the
Bowman Bay beach in time-lapse photogra-
phy.

The Northwest Straits Foundation want-
ed to document the changes to the beach as
construction was taking place. They mount-
ed a camera to the Bowman pier and clicked
away for several weeks, and again during
the planting event.

In a few dozen seconds the rock wall be-
comes a natural beach before your very
eyes!

Copy and paste this into your browser:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BAZK
0FV88tA

Trust me, you’ll enjoy seeing the make-
over.

And on April 23 you can help make the
beach even better as we plant the upland
grasses and shrubs.
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Coming Community Events

Friends of Skagit Beaches

2016 Lecture Series
Friday, March 18: 7-8:30 p.m.
Sea Otters: A Natural History

Prized for their fur, sea otters were heavily hunted and by 1911
were exterminated from British Columbia.  Reintroduced in the early
1970s, their populations grew and spread until today there are more
than 6,000 animals along the outer coast of B.C.

The return of sea otters has resulted in dramatic changes to
coastal ecosystems. Dr Jane Watson, Ph.D., Dept. of Biology, Vancou-
ver Is. University, will share her knowledge from 25 years of study of
these important animals.

Friday, March 18, 7-8:30 p.m.
1601 R St., NW Educational Service District Building, Anacortes
Lectures are free and open to the public. Sponsored by Friends of

Skagit Beaches, http://skagitbeaches.org. For more info. contact:
Matt Kerschbaum: cherrytree2@comcast.net.

5th Annual
Fidalgo Shoreline Academy

May 14, 2016
Saturday, 8:30 - 3:30,
Fidalgo Bay Resort, Anacortes

One day university for everyone begins with an engaging key-
note address followed by plenary sessions of your choosing on
our Salish Sea marine environment and culture.

For more details: sign up for the newsletter at
www.skagitbeaches.org.

Teachers: continuing education clock hours available.
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This monthly update is sent to folks
who have expressed an interest in
keeping in touch with what is happening
or in the planning stages at Deception
Pass State Park.

We are grateful to have you welcome
us into your inbox.

If you are not interested in receiving
these monthly updates, please reply to
this message and let me know. We have
no intention of sending emails that you
do not wish to receive.

If you wish to communicate at
anytime with me or other park staff,
please email, call, or visit us. This park is
your park.

Park Manager
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-675-3767 ext. 26

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ©

 Park Staff:
Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Rick Blank, Asst. Manager
Darlene Clark, Sr. Park Aide
Todd Harris, Maintenance
Jack Hartt, Park Manager
Jeri Lancaster, Offic. Asst.
Mark Lunz, Maintenance
Montana Napier, Naturalist
Paige Ritterbusch, Ranger
Bill Ruh, Sr. Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Dominique Saks, Naturalist
Jason Stapert, Ranger
Bryce Watkinson, Ranger
John Whittet, Ranger
Marv Wold, Maintenance

The Moon When Frog Talks
It was spring, 1972. I was part of a high school ma-

rine biology field trip to Reid Island State Park in the
San Juans.

After our studies in the tide-pools that day, we had
dinner and s’mores; then as the sun sank behind the
hills of the harbor, my best friend and I wandered
down to a little wetland at the head of the cove.

He had the tools of his trade with him: hip waders
and frog holders of some sort. I had nothing but curios-
ity. He was an aspiring zookeeper; I just dreamed of liv-
ing in a place like this someday.

We entered the cove to a cacophony of  thousands
of frogs singing to each other, loving and hoping and
full of desire. They stopped as soon as our boots
touched the water.

We stood there, my friend and I, motionless.
I stood there transfixed. It was now dark. Dead si-

lence. The stars shone brilliantly in the sky above and
reflected like fireflies in the ponds at
our feet. Tree tops were silhouetted
by this gentle light of the heavens.
Nothing moved. Time was still.

Then  – ”crek-ek”.
Then silence. Then it croaked

again, not far away; then another.
Then others joined in, then a

dozen, and soon the thousands of
frogs were again singing their hearts
out, joyous under the stars above,
enveloping us in their noise in this
little pond that was their home.

Tonight I am standing outside my house, overlook-
ing the lake. It is a cool and slightly breezy evening. The
nearby landscape is tucked in for the night by the dark-
ness.

The breeze fades away, and I hear a chorus of frogs
from the lake shore. Hundreds, maybe thousands are
calling out that it is spring and we are alive, so come
join in our song.

I wander down to the lake shore, drawn as an old
friend to a party of classmates.

The song stops when I reach the edge of the lake.
I stand in their living room, alone but knowing that I
am surrounded by thousands.

Silence. Then one frog tests his voice – “crek-ek” –
then another, and another, and the party begins again,
loud and unrestrained with nothing held back.

They are hardly more than an inch long, these Pa-
cific tree frogs, but together they harmonize all that I
love about spring: singing with gusto about the new
growth and explosion of life, celebrating our time to-
gether with music and love and reckless abandon.

Oh that we could sing for joy with all the beauty
that surrounds us, the beauty of the time we have to-
gether, sharing our lives while we have time and the
voice to sing.

And my friend – he is now a zookeeper at Wood-
land Park in Seattle. And me, I’m listening to frogs and

living my dream.

[Next week’s new moon
begins The Moon When
 Frog Talks
(Wak-wak-oos)
according to the
Swinomish calendar]

ViewPoint


