
1

A monthly newsletter for this park’s friends and neighbors
from the desk of the park manager

Deception Pass State Park

February 2016

Over 13,000 Hours
That’s how many hours our volunteers

gave at Deception Pass State Park this year!
Any way you look at the number, that is a

lot of service from our dedicated volunteers.
It’s the equivalent of about seven or eight addi-
tional full time employees. At the reasonable
equivalent minimum hourly wage of $15, that
is a gift of nearly $200,000!

And your park and your park experiences
are the better because of each one of those
hours.

Here are some “top six” lists of our volun-
teers:
Groups:

● Secret Harbor: 1222 hours (grounds)
● Beach Naturalists: 516 hours (Rosario

Beach)
● Lions Clubs: 356 hours (park projects)
● SWITMO: 291 hours (trail
● NOPF/NIOC (NASWI): 159 hours

(grounds work)
● EDRR and Mt. Baker Club: 136 hours

(grounds work)

Individuals (Non-camphosts)
● Rick Colombo: 154 hours (interpretive,

projects)
● Amos Almy: 127 hours (Interpretive)
● Gene Earnest: 108 hours (trails)
● Susan Alaynick: 107 hours (invasive

species removal)
● Julian Lee: 85 hours (Rosario, Bowman

improvements)
● Bob Blunk: 75 hours (trails)

Not included are the hundreds of hours do-
nated by the members of the  Deception Pass
Park Foundation!

Thank you to all of our volunteers who
gave of their time and energy to help make
your park a
better place
for today
and tomor-
row.
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By Montana Napier
AmeriCorps Interpreter

“Life’s most persistent and urgent question
is, “What are you doing for others?” – Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

Martin Luther King Jr. was a man of service,
and his day – an American federal holiday – is
meant to be a day of service. It is a “day on, not a
day off.” It is a day in honor of Martin Luther
King’s legacy of service.

This year at Deception Pass, we organized an
invasive species removal project called MLK Day
Ivy Pull. I am proud to say our community played
an important role in the health of Rosario this
Martin Luther King Day of Service! Over 60
people attended the event. Multiple Navy groups,
Boy Scout troops and individual volunteers set
aside time to show-up and make a positive
impact on public land.  We appreciate their

efforts to combat the English ivy in that area, and
I’m sure the native plants thank them as well!
Again, a BIG thank you to anyone involved for
making MLK Day a success.

English ivy is what I call an invasive villain at
the Park. It is a climbing plant dependent on a
host for support, which is why it engulfs shrubs,
tree trunks and cliff sides. Left unattended, ivy
can dominate the understory of forests, and
block light needed by native plants. Sometimes
native plants will die from the sheer weight of

the ivy plant, making it more susceptible to
disease and blowdown. On MLK Day it was our
job to fight back, pull the ivy engulfing Rosario,
and save the native plants at Deception Pass.

After two hours of hard work, the 1-ton
truck and the bed of my pick-up truck were
FULL of ivy.

I loved the opportunity to work alongside
community members, and felt inspired by their

dedication to the Park’s wellbeing. To
me, my AmeriCorps position is more
than just an internship, or a way to
further my career opportunities. It is a
commitment to the local community,
the Earth, and a way to inspire change.

I believe Deception Pass State Park
is the perfect outdoor classroom, and
that it is my job to utilize it. The
diversity of terrain and life forms, its
accessibility to the public, and
educational and volunteer
opportunities available, provide many

ways for people to feel a connection to the Park.
And we’re all better for it.

MLK Day: A Day ON

                                  Before

After

During
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The Rosario Beach Naturalist Program began as a collaboration between Deception
Pass State Park and Sound Water Stewards. The Beach Naturalist program is designed to
promote interpretation and conservation at tide pools and beaches in our area.
If you like people, enjoy being on the beach, and are passionate about marine education;
consider becoming a Rosario Beach Naturalist. Rosario Beach Naturalists serve as stewards
and educators at the Rosario Tide Pools.

● Classes will take place weekly in March. There is also a weekend field trip.
● Classes are free. The only payment required is volunteering.

Learn about: Deception Pass State Park, tide pools 101, human history of
Fidalgo, tides and currents, intertidal invertebrates, coastal ecology and
processes, marine mammals, story of the Maiden, interpretation, environmental
education and more!

Beach Naturalist Training Schedule 2016

2016 Class Schedule:
Session 1: March 8th, 6-8PM
West Beach Shelter, Deception Pass State Park
Intro, organization, safety – Dominique Saks
Foundation Overview – Liz Merriman
Why we interpret at the shore: Sammye Kempbell
Tidal Life 101: Rick Colombo
Story of the Maiden: Sammye Kempbell

Session 2: March 15th, 6-8PM
West Beach Shelter, Deception Pass State Park
Marine Invertebrates: Sammye Kempbell
Marine mammals: Matt Klope

Session 3: March 22nd, 6-8PM
West Beach Shelter, Deception Pass State Park
Human History of Fidalgo: Adam Lorio
Tides and Currents: Jack Hartt

Session 4: March 29th, 4-7PM
Padilla Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve
Interacting with kids, facilitating groups: Susan Wood
Interpretation 101: Amos Almy

Field Trip: April 9th, 11AM-1PM @ Rosario Beach,
Deception Pass State Park
Graduation and Celebration

Class Handouts and Information:
· Volunteer Naturalist Handbook 2016
· Intertidal Life of Rosario by Tim Hall

 (Go to the Foundation website to download)
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By Dominique Saks
AmeriCorps Interpretive Assistant

Greetings to the vast and passionate
community that supports and enjoys Deception
Pass State Park! My name is Dominique Saks, I
go by Dom, and I am excited to be joining the
Interpretive Team here at Deception Pass State
Park! I will be working alongside Montana
Napier and park volunteers as an AmeriCorps
Interpreter for a six-month term until the end of
July.

So how did the new girl get here anyway?
 My story starts on the Big Island of

Hawaii, where I grew up surrounded by the wild
Pacific. There my love for spending time outside
and learning about nature began. The
environment of the island, its lava rock deserts,
wondrous waves, and unique tropical dry-land
forests were my sources of entertainment.
Hawaii, perhaps to no surprise, is a great place
to grow up for a kid who can’t get enough of
being outside. I spent much of my free time
exploring in its variety of forms: hiking,
swimming, surfing, as well as drawing and
photographing my surroundings.

My interest in the natural environment
eventually led me to participate and work for a
local nature camp. Through this program I
discovered the joys of nature walks,
reforestation efforts, cultural studies,
backcountry living skills, and good old playing
in the woods. This work was hugely influential
as it launched me into a lifelong interest in
environmental education and conservation.

After a youth filled with oceanic
explorations, I chose a new landscape for my
next chapter, and attended Colorado College in
Colorado Springs, CO. Drawn to physical

processes and creative work, I studied Studio Art
and earned a Bachelors of Arts degree in 2014. I
found inspiration in my surroundings, and much
of my artistic work focuses on a human-nature
connection. Alongside school, I spent my time
learning and playing in the Rocky Mountain area.
Astounded by the beauty, and itching to learn
more about outdoor education, I began leading
and participating in outdoor trips for the college.

Upon graduation, I entered the working
world as a teaching assistant for the Art
Department at Colorado College. Through this

opportunity I was able to teach workshops and
classes to college level art students, as well as
assistant teach, provide curriculum support,
organize events, and mentor students. I
completed my term as a TA in 2015, infused with
an interest in teaching and mentorship, and a big
craving to get back outside.

In an effort to combine my interests in the
outdoors, education, and creativity, I began a
winding journey. I traveled east to get my hands
dirty and grow vegetables on an organic farm
that hosted artists for residency programs. Then,
hearing the call of the west, I meandered back
via epic road trip and worked as a guide for
outdoor education trips, a volunteer for
conservation projects, and a trail crew worker. It
was a summer filled with nights in a tent, beans
and rice, and a satisfied soul.

But as the evenings began to chill and nip I
decided to land in the Pacific Northwest for
winter. I found a new home among the nurse
logs and shoreline.

 I am thrilled to be living back on an
island, and continuing my adventure here with
Deception Pass State Park as an AmeriCorps
Interpreter. I am hoping to learn as much as I
can, engage with the passionate community of
this area, and contribute to such a beautiful
place. I am truly happy to be a part of a park
where there is an apparent love for natural
resources and a commitment to develop a
positive human-nature relationship.

I look forward to meeting you all in the
upcoming months!

[Dom started a six month AmeriCorps intern-
ship with us starting in February. This is gen-
erously funded by the Deception Pass Park
Foundation.]
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Our earth appreciates
your attention. And in
turn, our earth gives us all
the support we need.

Earth Day 2016 is an-
other chance to show your
appreciation. We are hav-
ing two events in the park:

Bowman Bay Planting Party and Celebration
Our newest beach deserves a birthday party!

Your gift could be an hour or two helping plant a
variety of splash zone and upland plants at the
beach. Or it could be as simple as exploring the
skull of a gray whale with our park naturalists,
or learning about the many groups that helped
make our beach change successful. It will be a
day full of fun and education about ways we can
care about our marine neighbors.

March 19
Cornet Bay Planting Party:

Come help plant the newly created beach at
the west end of Cornet Bay, near the grocery
store there. Thanks to grants and the leadership
and partnership of the Northwest Straits Foun-
dation, we have a new beach, pocket estuary, and
upland area at Cornet Bay. The upland area will
be planted on March 19 with a variety of native
plants to restore the connection between the
land and the marine environment.

Details will be forthcoming, but the work will
include plantings and creating a short trail.

Restroom #2
Nearly fifty years ago, the heart of our Cran-

berry Campground sported a brand new rest-
room, with concrete block walls, fiberglass
showers, flushing toilets, and state of the art
electric hand dryers.

Fifty years later, about the only thing still
functioning properly are the concrete block
walls. But a good building is worth saving and
using, for another fifty years or more.

Thanks to the work and investment of our
regional maintenance crew, the inside of the re-
stroom has been transformed from old age to
brand new. New plumbing, high capacity air ven-
tilation, tiled shower stalls, efficient lighting, and
stained concrete floors will provide capable ser-
vice to our guests at the Forest Loop when it
opens this coming spring. In addition, the en-
trance and stalls have been made accessible for
those with disabilities.

Maybe a recycle restroom doesn't grab head-
lines in the newspaper, but for those who use it,
it means a great deal

Upcoming Park Events:
● March 8, 15, 23, 30: Beach Naturalist Class-

es, West Beach shelter
● March 19: Planting day at Cornet Bay
● April 2: Trail running half /full maratho
● April 16: Whidbey Island half and full mara-

thon starts in park
● April 23: Bowman Bay celebration/ Earth

Day; planting the new Bowman Beach,
whale skull interpretive programs, walks,
talks, food, and more!

● April 23: Lions Clubs service day project at
the Cornet Bay Retreat Center

● September 10 - 11: Bowman Bay Model Sail-
ing Caper
___________________________________________

● August 21, 2017: Total eclipse in Oregon,
98% total here

● March 2025: 100th birthday party for De-
ception Pass State Park!

Park Openings Schedule
All areas open for hiking year round. Vehicle and
restroom access: all areas open except:

● North Beach: opens March 1

● Rosario Beach: opens March 1

● Cranberry Lower Loop: opens March 1

● Bowman Campground: opens April

● Cranberry Forest Loop: opens April 1
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State Parks Free Days
The Washington State Parks and Recreation

Commission offers 12 free days each year when visi-
tors are not required to display a Discover Pass for a
day visit to a park. We hope you will take advantage
of a State Parks free day to get out and sample a new
park or revisit an old favorite, then consider sup-
porting state recreation lands by purchasing a Dis-
cover Pass.

The Discover Pass provides a whole year of ve-
hicle access to millions of acres of parks, trails, wa-
ter access sites and wildlife viewing areas on
state-managed recreation lands.

Free days for 2016:

January 1 – (Friday) New Year’s Day and State
Parks’ First Day Hikes Day

January 17 and 18 – (Sunday and Monday) Martin
Luther King Jr. Day

March 19 – (Saturday) Washington State Parks’
103rd birthday

March 26 – (Saturday) A springtime free Saturday

April 22 – (Friday) Earth Day

May 8 – (Sunday) A springtime free Sunday

June 4 – (Saturday) National Trails Day

June 11 – (Saturday) National Get Outdoors Day

Aug. 25 – (Thursday) National Park Service’s 100th
birthday

Sept. 24 – (Saturday) National Public Lands Day

Nov. 11 – (Friday) Veterans Day

With the dramatic scenery of this place,
it is no wonder that I have several location
scouts on my speed-dial. They love to bring
Hollywood and Madison Avenue to the park,
and they love to bring Deception Pass to the
masses around the country and the world.

Adding to the list of places you will find
this park as a backdrop on the silverscreen,
check out the advertisement for Merrell
shoes, filmed this week in the park and ap-
pearing nationwide in a couple of months.

The script shows a runners and walkers
in various locales including Lottie Beach,
Lighthouse Point, Goose Rock, and Rosario
Head.

And for those of you who remember the
thrill of the full movie production here in
2014, Captain Fantastic had a showing at
the Sundance Film Festival last month, and

opened in theaters with a limited release
nationwide last week. Deception Pass makes
its entrance near the very end of the story.

Some critics love the movie and some
don't; it has an 8.7 rating out of 10 on IMDB.
Nearly all agree that the portrayal of the dad
by Viggo Mortensen is magnificent. This film
is an independent release written and di-
rected by Matt Ross, who makes a remark-
able work of art.

According to IndieWire, ‘Many critics
noted, even amongst this quirky backdrop,
just how dynamically the actors portrayed a
realistic and believable family unit. This
bond had everything to do with an intense
two-week rehearsal process dictated by
writer-director Matt Ross, which included
everything from taxidermy lessons to yoga
rock climbing to martial arts training. As
Mortenson puts it, "Everybody here can
now track a deer, skin a deer, and cook a
deer. We really went for it.’”

I say that the background of the park
puts on a great
show too. But I
think it does
that every day.

Lights, Cameras, Action

Deception Pass Goes to the Movies

Above: On set for shooting the shoe commercial

Left: Viggo
Mortensen and
Matt Ross dis-
cuss a scene
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Deception Pass Park Foundation
Board

President: Liz Merriman
Vice President: Barb Shaw
Secretary: Rick Colombo
Treasurer:
Board Member: Jill Johnson
Board Member: Matt Klope
Board Member: Terica Taylor

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org

Follow the Foundation on

Deception Pass Park Foundation
“Resource Protection through Education”

By Liz Merriman
Foundation President

Looking forward to 2016, we are!

With the constant changes and increasing
momentum of events… it’s hard not to.

Last month’s “Current´ inspired us with
events like the Bowman Bay Holiday; with
volunteer opportunities like the eleven
thousand hours of service by individuals and
groups; with educational opportunities like the
Photo and Forest Health Classes that were well
received; and with park projects like the
Quarry Pond connector trail, Bowman Bay
beach restoration and the future Tursi Trail.

It is usually behind the scenes where the
Foundation does most of its work and we plan
to step-up our support by offering even more
opportunities to participate in your State Park.

The Foundation is expending funds for the
improvement of volunteer opportunities at the
CCC Interpretive Center, with possible
involvement of the Road Scholar – Lifelong
Learning programs (known previously as
Elderhostel).

We continue promoting protection of the
park and education of its visitors and
neighbors through the Rosario Beach
Naturalist Program (sign up now!).

We are providing financial support for
preserving the park and promoting awareness
with creating interpretive displays for and

learning opportunities at the recently restored
CCC “bathroom” at Rosario.

We continually strive to improve and
expand our Board of Directors to ensure a
stable and transparent organization (sign up
now!), and we continue to fund not one but
now two (2!) AmeriCorps positions.

And then there is the Deception Pass
Institute – a Salish Sea version that uses our
backyard for education while raising funds for
maintenance and human resources for the
Park. This year the Foundation will offer a
series of five (5) classes that focus on the rich
natural, cultural, and historical resources of
Deception Pass. We are in the process of
securing the instructors so keep an eye on this
space…guaranteed to be fascinating and
informative!

And we won’t stop there!

Deception Pass State Park has even more
“new” opportunities for the Foundation to
partner on, but it will depend on the available
“bandwidth” of both human and financial
support.  For example, the Rosario Field
Interpretive Center, selling firewood at the
Campground entrance, and the potential of
hosting a Saturday/Sunday morning
breakfast/coffee at West Beach… all takes
volunteers and the staff to coordinate these
generous souls.

Last, but by no means least, are the
volunteers who have already given hundreds of
hours to this park. A huge shout-out to the all-
volunteer Board of Directors who have taken
on the mission of the Foundation as
torchbearers to keep the momentum going. A
huge thank-you as well to the AmeriCorps

folks, past and present without whom we
would not be where we are today.

And a thank you to Park Manager Jack
Hartt, the Rangers and staff that make
Deception Pass State Park a safe and
remarkable place to work in, volunteer for, and
experience the peace.

Like the Current says:
For one minute,

    don’t read
    don’t talk
    no photos
    just look….
    … and see



8

Coming Community Events

Friends of Skagit Beaches

2016 Lecture Series
● Friday, 12 Feb, 2016 (7:00 p.m.)

Recent NE Pacific Warming, or How I Learned to Stop
Worrying and Love the Blob
 [See poster at right side of page]

● Friday,18 Mar, 2016 (7:00 p.m.)
Sea Otters: A Natural History

● Friday, 8 Apr, 2016 (7:00 p.m.)
Restoration of the Elwha River and its Estuary

5th Annual
Fidalgo Shoreline Academy

Saturday, 8:30 - 3:30, May 14, 2016
Fidalgo Bay Resort, Anacortes

One day university for everyone begins with an engaging key-
note address followed by plenary sessions of your choosing on
our Salish Sea marine environment and culture.

For more details: sign up for the newsletter at
www.skagitbeaches.org.

Teachers: continuing education clock hours available.
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This monthly update is sent to folks
who have expressed an interest in
keeping in touch with what is happening
or in the planning stages at Deception
Pass State Park.

We are grateful to have you welcome
us into your inbox.

If you are not interested in receiving
these monthly updates, please reply to
this message and let me know. We have
no intention of sending emails that you
do not wish to receive.

If you wish to communicate at
anytime with me or other park staff,
please email, call, or visit us. This park is
your park.

Park Manager
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-675-3767 ext. 26

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ©

 Park Staff:
Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Rick Blank, Asst. Manager
Darlene Clark, Sr. Park Aide
Todd Harris, Maintenance
Jack Hartt, Park Manager
Jeri Lancaster, Offic. Asst.
Mark Lunz, Maintenance
Montana Napier, Naturalist
Bill Ruh, Sr. Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Jason Stapert, Ranger
Bryce Watkinson, Ranger
John Whittet, Ranger
Marv Wold, Maintenance

No Park Is An Island
Parks have been called "Islands of Hope", ref-

uges for protecting our environment, our diverse
cultural heritages, our adventurous spirits, and
our sanity.

But parks are not islands, remote and un-
touched by the whirlwinds of living and change
throughout the rest of the world. When we try to
set aside something by itself, the more we find it
hitched to everything
else in the universe, as
John Muir taught us.

Parks are intimate-
ly tied to everything
else going on around
us. Climate change is
warming our park waters as it is the
rest of the planet. Jet noise from the Na-
vy practicing to help deter hate-filled
ideologies ten thousand miles away still
shatters our peace here at home. Deer
wandering through my back yard may
also wander through the yards of all my
neighbors, and onto the highway as well. Seeds
from invasive species, and the fruits of despair, do
not stop at the park boundary.

Just as importantly, parks are a reflection of
the communities around us, and a critical compo-
nent of our shared values, cultures, and purposes.

All our parks together provide habitat
strength, stability, open space, connectivity, acces-
sible recreational opportunities, shoreline and wa-
ter access, and spiritual abodes.

Deception Pass basks in the warmth of atten-
tion and love given by so many of our neighbors,
friends, and community members. The thirteen

thousand hours of volunteer service this past
year attest to the involvement and care that I
see from people of all ages and walks of life.

Parks are blessed by these diverse com-
munity engagements and the relationships
with our communities and citizens around

the state and the world.
My goal is that the gifts that

this park gives back to our com-
munities are worth the invest-
ment by so many of you in helping

make this a better place for
us all now, and for our fu-
ture generations to come.

Thank you to everyone
who cares about our parks,
through the sharing of your
time, love, finances, and on-
going involvement.

ViewPoint


