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Deception Pass State Park

A monthly newsletter for the park’s friends and neighbors
from the desk of the park manager

November 2015

Becoming a Beach Again
The wall of rocks is gone. A beach will now

emerge. This is a momentous month for the park, to
see our Bowman Bay become a bay with a fully
functioning beach again.

Trimaxx Construction of Skagit County has
done an excellent job of removing over a hundred
truckloads of riprap rock and debris from the beach.
Now they are building the slope of the beach with
appropriately sized gravel, suitable for forage fish
spawning and similar in shape to what is on either
side. The beach slope is steeper than what nature
wants, but we have to protect whatever cultural
deposits may potentially be underneath.

Large woody debris will
also be added to the shoreline
to help restore the natural
features of the beach, creating
micro-pockets of protected
areas and defusing some of
the impact of the wave energy.
We have already seen other
driftwood floating in on the
tides to re-establish on this
new beach. Without a rock
wall, they will have a place to
come ashore and become part
of the habitat and soft shore
protection system.

The shoreline trail and
the handful of upland picnic
tables will then be placed
further back than they were.

On November 18, school
children from the Anacortes
area, dozens of them, will

descend on the fresh beach to plant it with native
grasses, and with larger shrubs and a handful of
trees further inland.

Then we wait – for the energy of the Salish Sea
to have its way with the shoreline.

I grew up on the shores of the Salish Sea. As a
child and teenager, I walked to the beach several
times a week, studied its systems and wildlife, gave
my first kiss, wrote poems about its beauty and
character, and absorbed it into my heart.

When I was in college, a professor shared some
ideas about seashore management that I found to be

Continued on page 3…
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Come to the Oak Harbor High School Library November 12 for our annual park presentation and all-
around good time.

The Deception Pass Park Foundation is again hosting the gathering, providing snacks and drinks, and
sharing about the work that they do in providing educational programming at Deception Pass. They will also
discuss the creation of the Deception Pass Institute, a forum for high-quality environmental educational
opportunities.

I will show the passion, pride, and perspective of operating the busiest park in the state, as seen through
the work of our park staff and volunteers over the past year, with a look at what may be happening next year.

And the Penn Cove Poachers music group will be back again to warm up the room and get some feet
tapping before the meeting begins. It all starts at 7 p.m. officially, so you will want to get there at 6:30 to hear
the music, chat with people serving you food, and consider the potential door prizes that we always have.

Meet at the Oak Harbor High School Library, 1 Wildcat Way, Oak Harbor, in the northwest corner of the
town. Signs at the school will direct you to the Library. Hope to see you there!
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revolutionary in their approach, emphasizing natural
shoreline systems instead of rock walls and
bulkheads. This was in the Seventies, when hard
shore armoring was happening around the Sound. I
asked him pointed questions out of curiosity and
agreement, and he directed me to a man who lived in
Ballard, not far from me, Wolf Bauer. This “elderly”
man (he was in his sixties then, and I thought of him
as elderly. Now he is 102, or more) exploded my view
of beaches and made sense with what he said.

His phrase that resonated with me was the
“shoreline process corridor”. He said we too often look
at a beach as a strand between low tide and high tide.
Looking at beaches as corridors where the land and
sea interact, he showed how we then see larger
patterns and processes that current practices missed
or ignored, causing problems to beach owners and all
of us as beach owners of public land. A bulkhead in
one place could destroy a beach a mile or more
downstream or downdrift. We were losing valuable
natural habitat and public recreational resources.

Because of that encounter, I spent some time with
him as I began my college senior thesis,
looking at the shoreline management of
Washington State Parks. I toured every State
Park in Puget Sound, from Olympia to Bay
View, and evaluated each beach for its
integrity of the “shoreline process corridor”.

One of the parks I surveyed was
Deception Pass. I gave most of this park
excellent marks, with three exceptions .
Cornet Bay had a bulkhead blocking
sediment transport, blocking public use,
adding creosote, and looking ugly. West
Beach had a parking lot right in the
backshore area, but the foreshore was still
natural.

And then there was Bowman Bay, where
the Department of Fisheries had built a rock
wall to protect the pier running out into the

bay and to protect the fish tanks built on fill in the
marsh at the head of the bay. State Parks had buried
the fish tanks, but left the rock wall. The fill area was
a pleasant playfield; getting to the beach from the
field was a risky venture, and disastrous for the
natural beach processes. I thought the rock wall
should be removed.

I had visited here in 1958 as a four year old,
camping in what is now site 275. I had visited
occasionally as a child and teenager as well. I had now
toured here as a college student to see how State
Parks managed this beach. And now, dripping with
irony, I have been privileged to be the manager of this
area for the past dozen years, looking at that rock
wall and even help repair it with rocks a few years
ago after it was damaged by a storm.

With many partners, including the Northwest
Straits Commission and Foundation, the Skagit
Marine Resources Committee, Washington State
Parks, and many others, that personal history of mine
has come full circle. The beach that was here for
millennia, until 1949, will be here again. The shore
process corridor will be partially restored, with the
upland playground, parking area, and boat launch
remaining as necessary intrusions, and the pier as a
historical development that will remain for now.

Future storms may erode much of the work being
done. But because it is a shore process corridor,
succeeding tides and waves will then be able to
rebuild the beach as it naturally should be, and the
wildlife of the beach will adapt and flourish.

The tides will again bring in wrack material, home
to bugs, which are food for forage fish and salmon.

“Those who are inspired by a model
other than Nature, a mistress above all
masters, are laboring in vain.”

 -Leonardo DaVinci
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Logs will reside here, and
plants will grow, and some trees
will hang over the water; people
will walk from their car directly to
the beach on a gravelly trail
through gumweed and Oregon
grape, spruce and cedar, sedges
and beach grass.

Together we journey forward,
restoring what we can when we
can. It is for our future
generations, and it will be for us in
just a couple weeks.

Quick Facts:

State Parks is partnering with
Northwest Straits Foundation and
Skagit County Marine Resources
Committee (MRC) to restore 540
linear feet and nearly one acre of
shoreline in Bowman Bay.
Construction is expected to be
completed by Nov. 18.

Restoring the beach at Bowman
Bay involves three key components:

- Removing the stone and boul-
der riprap bulkhead (or “armor-
ing”).

- Re-grading the beach with a
sand and gravel mix appropriate for
surf smelt spawning habitat.

- Planting the backshore with na-
tive vegetation.

“This project is a big win-win-
win,” said Jay Lind, chair of the
Skagit MRC and Vice President of
the Northwest Straits Foundation.

“It will make it easier for people to
get to the water, it will uncover
important beach habitat for surf
smelt spawning, and it will increase
food for juvenile salmon and marine
birds.”

Probable opening date of
Bowman Bay for visitors:
November 14

Who is Wolf Bauer?
From the Northwest Straits
Foundation newsletter and
HistoryLink.org

Conservationist and
outdoorsman Wolf Bauer has been
a pioneer of the Northwest and a
leader in outdoor education and
environmental conservation since
1929. He founded the Washington
Kayak Club, made the first descent
of Boulder Drop on the Skykomish
River, and created the Mountain
Rescue and Safety Council.

Bauer led a successful
campaign to preserve the Green
River Gorge. He drafted a "Natural
Shorelines Act" with ideas that
were incorporated into
Washington’s landmark Shoreline
Management Act.

As a self-taught, self-described
"hydro-geologist," he changed
conventional thinking about how
moving water affects the land.

"My degree was in ceramic
engineering, but I studied geology
too, and I probably did more with
that," he said in a 2010 interview.
He retired at age 63 from a
productive career designing
factories, and became a self-taught
shoreline consultant.

 He believed that artificial
barriers such as bulkheads eroded
beaches, while porosity, usually in
the form of added gravel, could
save them. His ideas eventually
were applied to a dozen beaches
in Seattle and nearly 20 more
elsewhere around Puget Sound.

And another beach!
The Cornet Bay beach area

will have phase two beach
improvements this fall.

Strider Construction was the
winning bidder to improve the
habitat along the west end of the
Cornet Bay area, west of the dock
areas, removing fill and creating a
natural beach in this area.

Construction may start in
November!

Free Days!
There is only one left this year:

November 11, Veterans’ Day
Which is also Armistice Day,  and

also the day our state became a

state.
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I woke up early enough to catch the sun rising,
and left my house with a cup of chai tea in hand. I
had planned on driving the park truck to the Cornet
Bay parking lot, but decided otherwise once I
stepped outside and saw the sky various shades of
pink. Cornet Bay road was quiet at 7am - only a few
trucks passed by with their boat in tow. I very much
enjoyed the aromatic steam escaping my thermos,
solitude and the crisp October air.

That morning, the Deception Pass Park
Foundation was offering a guided hike to members
and nonmembers. The outing was led by Dr. David

Shaw, an associate professor and forest health
specialist at Oregon State University. We were to
walk into ‘the heart of the old growth forests of
Deception Pass State Park’ and learn about ways to
determine forest health.

I joined the group of friendly faces, who were
gathered on the edge of the asphalt parking lot, with
no expectations of what the hike would be like. After
a round of introductions, we began our trek into the

forest towards Hoypus point - I love the word
‘Hoypus’. It feels like a forced accent on my tongue.

Within a few steps, Dr. Shaw asked if we were
familiar with all of the trees in the area. Someone
spoke up and said “Yes and no.”

Dr. Shaw began to identify trees by pinching off a
piece of their branch and noting its characteristics.
We’d move a little further down the trail, where he’d
then stop and point out the crown of a tree. Reaching
high above his head - sometimes with an additional
jump – he’d snag about five inches of its branch.
After thirty minutes of this, he had a handful of
various branch samples. I liked noticing the trees’
similarities and differences in color and shape, i.e.
the blue hue of the Sitka spruce, the irregularity of
the Hemlock’s needle lengths.

How often do you seek out tree branches, and
feel whether or not a needle leaf is pointed or blunt?
I consider myself one who tries to be “in contact”
with nature, yet there is always something to learn
from experiences guided by an expert. Experiences
where you actively seek understanding via touch,
taste, smell, sight and listening; a moment of looking
at the world through the lenses of another, more
knowledgeable human being. In this particular case, I
was with a whole group of more knowledgeable
human beings. Being new to the area, I am still
ironing out the crinkles of my understanding of this
place, so it is nice to surround myself with people
who say, “Oh, that over there is a blah-blah-blah!”

At one point during our hike, someone in the
group noticed a black millipede with distinctive
yellow spots, curled on a tree stump like a natural
piece of art. Dr. Shaw picked up the millipede and
held out his palm, gesturing for us to smell it. One-
by-one, we adults leaned forward, and put our noses

A Deception Pass Institute Class:

Learning about
Forest Health
By Montana Napier, AmeriCorps Naturalist
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close to the small creature. “Smells like maraschino
cherries,” we wondered aloud, “Why does is smell like
maraschino cherries?”

The answer: “Cyanide,” said Dr. Shaw. “It secretes
cyanide as its defense mechanism against predators.”

He put emphasis on how millipedes play an
important role in the forested ecosystem by breaking
down leaf litter. This process frees up the debris’
nutrients for other organisms. The message of
interconnectedness within nature and its role in
forest health - how one tiny thing can influence
something greater in size, maybe even the whole
system - was heavily emphasized that day.

And on that note, we
also discussed dwarf
mistletoe, and how it
causes the diseased
Hemlock to form branch
clusters that look similar
to “witches’ brooms.”
When Dr. Shaw plucked a
piece of the teeny tiny
mistletoe off of a tree, I
could not believe that
that little plant was the
cause of the massive
mutations I saw all

around me! It is especially present in certain sections
of old growth forest, where every other Hemlock
shows signs of infliction from its unwelcomed guest.

At the end of our hike, the group discussed
changes that have occurred in the forest, mainly the
old growth at Hoypus, and hypothesized what the
area might look like fifty years from now with “XY and
Z” conditions. It was fun to link the different things
we had learnt that day, and to try and see connections
that will impact the forests throughout time. Dr. Shaw
made it clear that although you can see obvious signs
of disease in a forest, that doesn’t necessarily indicate

that the forest, as a whole, is unhealthy; forest health
isn’t a black and white topic, reliant on clear,
thorough sheets of facts and figures. Instead, it is
influenced by the investigators own morals and
motives for looking around. What an interpretive
moment.

That day I learned about various forest insects;
trees, their diseases and fungal infections; learned the
sounds of LBBs (Little Brown Birds); met and learned
a lot from interesting people; spent nine hours of my
workday outside (major score!).

Overall, it was an enjoyable experience, roaming
through the woods like a group of forest health
detectives. The Deception Pass Park Foundation plans
to schedule more naturalist-type classes for 2016,
which I will try my best to attend and help with the
planning process. One thing I’m pushing for next time
is a hot beverage break.
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A New Trail Connection 50 Years Old
This month, the Skagit Whatcom Island Trail Main-

taining Organizion, our stalwart and faithful trailbuild-
ers, will be out once again creating a pathway to the
northern park boundary.

When completed, the trail will allow hikers to
start at the Deception Pass bridge, and hike above
Bowman Bay, along Pass Lake, up to the Ginnett over-
look and then through woods and bluffs on trails all
the way to Donnell Road west of Campbell Lake.

From here, the route follows Donnell Road to
Campbell Lake Road. Donnell is a very quiet and pas-
toral neighborhood. I have walked this three quarters
of a mile route several times, and enjoy it each time as
a walk through Fidalgo countryside.

The route then crosses Campbell Lake Road and
follows Heart Lake Road to the southwest corner of
Mt. Erie's trails. This portion does have traffic, but it is
not overly busy, and the hike is scenic.

The park route respects and avoids fragile mead-
ows and riparian areas, while still providing an inter-
esting walk through diverse environments with
spacious views in places and serene forest splendor
in others.

The rest of the work, on private ease-
ments to the north of Deception Pass, will be
taking place this winter by other organiza-
tions and volunteers. By spring, the route
should be open and ready as a full connec-
tion.

Trails are all about connections, connect-
ing places and also connecting people to
those places. This connection joins two of the
most significant and visible features on Fidal-
go Island — Mount Erie and Deception Pass.
This connection will benefit people and wild-
life for generations to come.

This project has been in park planning
documents for 50 years. The Trust and coun-
ty have worked with local landowners for
almost five years to acquire voluntary trail
easements and key land connections for this
trai. Due to the generosity and vision of
these landowners, the real estate is now se-
cured.

The trail is being named the John Tursi
Trail, in honor of the man who came here 82
years ago from the streets of New York to
work for the CCC at Cornet Bay.

Now 97 years old, he has become a
philanthropic leader. Tursi has focused on
ensuring the places he fell in love with will
be here for future generations. And in his
honor, this trail will be here for those future
generations, and ours, to enjoy.

A special thanks and job well done to Bri-
an Adams, Skagit County Parks Director, Mol-

ly Doran, Skagit Land Trust Executive Director, Jane
Zillig, Skagit Land Trust lands specialist, for their dili-
gence and patience as they developed the cooperative
agreements necessary to make this happen.
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By Liz Merriman, President
Deception Pass Park Foundation

In the United Kingdom the term “Institute” is a
protected word and companies or other
organizations may only use the word if they are

“organizations which are carrying out research at
the highest level or to professional bodies of the
highest standing.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Institute

This year we kicked off the Foundation’s vision of
creating an educational institution for the
instruction of natural, cultural, and historical
sciences with an inaugural Forest Health class led
by Associate Professor Dr. David Shaw of Oregon
State University (see piece by Montana Napier in
this issue of the Current). This class has set the bar
high, providing a caliber for future classes and
programs to be offered by the Deception Pass
Institute (DPI).

Since 2007, and with the help from friends of the
Foundation, we have provided funds for restoration
projects and educational programs at Deception
Pass State Park. Presently we provide funds for an
AmeriCorps Interpretive Intern to provide and
continue these programs. Next year the Foundation
will step-up its support to the next level through
the development of the Institute, increased
fundraising for the Interpretive Centers, and
improving communication and opportunities with
the Foundation’s membership.

Deception Pass State Park and the Foundation is
partnering once again on the annual “State of the
Park” (see Jack Hartt’s piece in this issue of the
Current). Come ready to listen, discuss the future,
and share your thoughts November 12, 7pm at the
Oak Harbor High School Library.

Remember, it is your park. We look forward to
seeing you there!

Membership has it’s benefits:

Family: 10% off merchandise

Small Business/Partner: Deception Pass Notes,
Listing on website, brochure at bridge

Patron: 100 word description on website,
recognition at annual meeting and Current

Associate: Discover Pass, 5 brochures at bridge

Benefactor: Amphitheater plaque, education
program sponsorship

Are you a member?
www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/membership/

Deception Pass Park Foundation

COMING IN 2016 TO A PARK NEAR YOU!

THE DECEPTION PASS INSTITUTE

Deception Pass Park Foundation Board

President: Liz Merriman
Vice President: Barb Shaw
Secretary: Rick Colombo
Treasurer:
Board Member: Jill Johnson
Board Member: Matt Klope
Board Member: Brian Shelley
Board Member:
Board Member: Terica Taylor

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org

Like, follow, and stay
current with the Deception

Pass Park Foundation on
Facebook at

“Deception Pass Park Foundation”
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Park Updates
November 12: Park Open House, presentations by the
Deception Pass Park Foundation and park staff.

December 6: Deception Pass Dash Kayak Race,
Bowman Bay

December 12, 13: Rainshadow Running 25k and 50k
races at the park.

March, 2025: Deception Pass State Park’s 100th
birthday.

Lake closures
Cranberry Lake remains CLOSED with anatoxin-a

lurking in very high numbers in the cyanobacteria. It
looks like someone spilled green paint throughout the
lakeshore. This problem has persisted since mid-
summer. There is no known solution to remove it
from the water.

Pass Lake was set to the Closed level a couple
weeks ago with the same green paint, but a different
toxin, microcystins. This toxin affects the liver, but
takes longer and more exposure before problems
become evident. The numbers at Pass Lake are
dropping. We hope the lake might clear up in a few
days, but as of right now we ask that no one fish,
swim, or wade in the lake, and that pets stay out as
well.

Have a

Bowman Bay Holiday

Saturday, December 19, 5 - 8 p.m.

Come to Bowman Bay to enjoy the winter season in
style. See the CCC shelters lit up with lights, and warmed
with fires in the fireplaces.

Greet Santa and have pictures taken with him in our
restored Beach shelter. Enjoy local music, hot cider and
hot chocolate, purchase hand-made wreaths, eat
delicious cookies, and enjoy the holiday season on the
shores of Bowman Bay.

Sponsored by the Deception Pass Park Foundation
just for fun and friendship.

Capital Projects This Biennium

Kukutali Projects:
Grant money has funded a trail from the parking

lot to an overlook near the lagoon, offering greater
privacy to a park neighbor and offering interpretive
opportunities to guests as they enter the Preserve.

We also received funding for a shelter at the west
end lawn area of the island, a low impact facility to
partner with the Swinomish tribe in having a
gathering place in the traditional manner.

Sewer upgrades:
Our Quarry Pond campground, currently on a

failing septic system, will be connected to the force
main sewer line that will pump all effluent to the
Navy base.

The main park sewer pumps will also receive
upgrades to be able to handle the volume of effluent
that the park processes throughout the year. And we
hope the North Beach sewer pump system, which
cannot keep up with peak demand, can be upgraded.

Cornet Bay Moorage:
Plans and designs are getting permitted for an

improved pier, docks, and eelgrass protection at
Cornet Bay’s aging facility.  This will add additional
capacity to the docks, connect the docks that are
currently unattached to the land, separate fishing
activity and boating activity to some degree, and
improve the health of the Cornet Bay ecosystem.

NOTICE of CLOSURE:

During the re-building of the Bowman Bay
Beach, the entire Bowman Bay area will be

closed to the public.

Construction will involve large trucks,
excavators, and the movement of hundreds of

tons of rock and material, making the area
unsafe for visitors.

Projected opening date:
Might be open by November 14
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First Day Hike Coming

2016 is not far away! And we are gearing up for
our fifth annual First Day Hike. This year's destina-
tion: Hoypus Point. It all takes place January 1,  2016
at 10 a.m.

We will start at the Cornet Bay Boat Launch park-
ing area -- there should be plenty of room. From there
it is a one mile walk to the old ferry dock at Hoypus
Point, the only way to get off the north end of the is-
land by ferry until the bridge was built in 1935.

The trail is nearly level, mostly paved, and fol-
lows the shoreline from the boat launch out to the
point. We start at high tide, and the water will be ebb-
ing as we walk. From Hoypus you can then walk back
along the beach if the tide has gone out far enough, or
connect with trails through the Hoypus Point Natural
Forest Area for a longer hike, or go back the direct
route along the way we came.

AmeriCorps interpreter Montana Napier and I
will be sharing some stories and photos as we walk,
and the Deception Pass Park Foundation will be wait-
ing for us at the beginning and end of the hike with a
collection of drinks and snacks for a winter day. Our
thanks to the Foundation for again providing these
treats. Kids are welcome, dogs are okay if they are on
a leash, giraffes not so much.

There will be views of the bridge, Mt. Erie, and of
seven different islands during the course of the hike.

If you have joined us for all four of the previous
hikes, you deserve a medal. Not sure if we will have
one, but you certainly deserve one. We will walk rain
or shine. If you can get there, we will go.

Deception Pass Tours:
Our Biggest Sale Of The Year!

Unlimited Rides In 2016
On A Deception Pass Tour!

TEN SEASON PASSES FOR $150

Book Online:
www.DeceptionPassTours.com/sp

Call For Info: 888-909-8687

Park Seasonal Closures
Current Park Hours: 8 a.m. to dusk.

Gates and restrooms closed for the
winter, but areas open for walking:

o Rosario (opens March 1)
o North Beach (opens March 1)
o Cranberry Campgrounds (open

March, April, and May)
o Bowman Campground (opens April

1)

Temporary closure to cars and hikers
due to construction:

o Bowman Bay, hopefully opening
November 16 or sooner

Open year round, with restroom
facilities and vehicle access:

� Quarry Pond campground (61 sites,
most with power)

� West Beach day use area
� East Cranberry day use area
� Bowman Bay south side
� Pass Lake
� Cornet Bay
� Cornet Bay Retreat Center (by

reservation)
� Kukutali Preserve (Kiket Island)
� Hope and Skagit Islands
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FILMS WITH FRIENDS – 2015
N W  E d .  S e r v i c e s  D i s t .  B l d g .  1 6 0 1  R

A v e . ,  A n a c o r t e s
Environmental Film Series

Join Friends of Skagit Beaches for great films, good
company and popcorn! FREE screenings of feature-
length films on issues of interest to those who value
our Puget Sound/Salish Sea waters.  Short films on
topics of local interest, made by young, local
filmmakers, will be premiered nightly before the
feature film. For more information check the
calendar at http://skagitbeaches.org/calendar.html

Fr i d a y,  N o v e m b e r  6 ,  7 : 0 0  p . m . ,
Feature Film: Easy Like Water

By turns witty and heart-wrenching, Easy Like
Water presents a different perspective on the
developing world as it fights for climate justice,
recognizing it as a source for innovative solutions
that can help communities in the world’s most-
affected regions adapt to climate change.

A visionary architect, Mohammed Rezwan, is
building floating schools to turn the front lines of
climate change into a community of learning.
Rezwan is trying to expand the model to create
floating clinics, cinemas, and climate shelters in a
nation where 20 million people may be washed
away by mid-century.

F r i d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  2 0 ,  7 : 0 0  p . m .
Feature Film: Mission Blue

Mission Blue is an initiative of the Sylvia Earle
Alliance (S.E.A.) to ignite public support for the
protection of "Hope Spots" – special places that are
vital to the health of the ocean, the blue heart of our
planet. The film is part oceanic road trip; part
biography; part action-adventure story. The film
deftly weaves legendary oceanographer Sylvia
Earle’s unique personal history with the passion
that consumes her today: creating a global parks
system for the ocean.

Friends of the Forest Hikes

Heart Lake Old Growth
Friday, November 13, 10 to noon
Meet at the base of Mt. Erie on Ray Auld Drive

Climate Change Forum
Climate Change Mitigation Policy in
Washington State:    Understanding
Options to Reduce Carbon Emissions
Tuesday, November 17, 6:30 - 8:30
Community Room, Skagit Station
105 Kincaid St., Mt. Vernon

This community forum will help citizens
educate themselves about the current approaches
to mitigating the impact of climate change on our
future economy, public health, security, and
environment.  You will hear from, and be able to
ask questions of, speakers from the following
efforts:

If you plan to attend, please RSVP to
skagitclimateforum@gmail.com, so we may assure
we have enough space for all.

State of the Sound Report Released

Report to the Community:
pspwa.app.box.com/2015-SOS-community-report

Report on the Puget Sound Vital Signs:
pspwa.app.box.com/2015-SOS-vitalsigns-report

Community Guided Walks
and Special Events



13

This monthly update is sent to folks
who have expressed an interest in
keeping in touch with what is
happening or in the planning stages at
Deception Pass State Park.

We are grateful to have you
welcome us into your inbox.

If you are not interested in receiving
these monthly updates, please reply to
this message and let me know. We have
no intention of sending emails that you
do not wish to receive.

If you wish to communicate at
anytime with me or other park staff,
please email, call, or visit us. This park is
your park.

Park Manager
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-675-3767 ext. 26
jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ©

Deception Pass State Park
Staff:

Rick Blank, Asst. Manager
Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Darlene Clark, Sr. Park Aide
Todd Harris, Sr. Park Aide
Jack Hartt, Park Manager
Jeri Lancaster, Office Asst.
Mark Lunz, Maintenance
Montana Napier, Naturalist
Bill Ruh, Sr. Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Jason Stapert, Ranger
Bryce Watkinson, Ranger
John Whittet, Ranger
Marv Wold, Maintenance

Dreams
Is there something you have always wished for, something you truly

want to see happen? How long do you hold a dream like that?
As humans, we all have dreams. I believe they give us hope, strength

and courage, as we strive for something beyond us. Sometimes our dreams
may be out of reach.

Fly silly seabird
No dreams can possess you

No voices can blame you
For sun on your wings

My gentle relations
Have names they must call me

For loving the freedom
Of all flying things

My dreams with the seagulls fly
Out of reach out of cry

      - JONI MITCHELL
   "Song To A Seagull"

But you never know, eh? Sometimes we believe they are out of reach
when they lie within our grasp. Sometimes dreams do come true. Some-
times it may appear to be a miracle. Sometimes because of sheer determina-
tion and gut wrenching hard work we see dreams be born.

Two long-held dreams came true this season. My dream of a real beach
at Bowman Bay is becoming a reality, under construction as I type. I had a
small part to encourage the dream, but like all real dreams, it took a large
team of visionaries, grant writers, agreement by grant money holders, coast-
al geology scientists, cultural resource specialists, volunteer scientists, vol-
unteers of all sizes and ages and skills, and talented construction workers to
give this dream foundations of strength. And now we have a beach where
once we had boulders.

And a fifty year dream of many for a trail connecting Deception Pass
with Mt. Erie is also under construction as I type. It took the right combina-
tion of willing land owners as partners, skilled communicators and facilita-
tors in Brian Adams of Skagit County Parks, Molly Doran and Jane Zillig of
the Skagit Land Trust, and the determination of all who believe that connect-
ing people and places is a good thing.

Dreams are good things. Sometimes patience wins out, but usually only
when it is accompanied by powerful forces who care about the dream
enough to make it a reality. Then our dreams become really good things.

 These accomplishments here will inspire dreams for generations to
come.

Viewpoint


