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Deception Pass State Park

A monthly newsletter for the park’s friends and neighbors
from the desk of the park manager

 A Burning Issue
Current fire danger:

Higher here than I have ever
seen going into the 4th of July.

Ever.
The Department of

Natural Resources and
Washington State Parks
instituted a total ban on wood
and charcoal fires in the park
this past weekend. All
campfires are done for the
year, unless you have a
propane or gas stove.

So with this level of fire
danger, what did some of our
visitors do? One group of
campers used charcoal late at
night to barbecue some food,
then dumped the hot briquettes in
the brush behind their campsite.
Rangers found a fire smoldering
in the green brush the next day after the campers left.

Some clueless visitors at North Beach somehow
started a fire in the brush near the beach, which a
diver found early the next morning as he prepared to
go diving. Again, fortunately, the fire had not spread
far yet, as it was in a green and shaded patch of salal.

Temperatures continue to rise this week, no rain
is in the forecast, and we are already drier than we

have ever been for this time of year. We still have
nearly three months of summer to go.

Let's not even talk about adding fireworks to the
mix!

Yes, fires are good for the forest environment, as
our habitats use fires to clean out debris and keep the
forests healthy. But with hundreds of homes
surrounding the park, we have safer ways to do that
kind of work, without the heartache of devastated
neighborhoods.

Be safe this summer.

Smoke rises from a careless fire started at North Beach last week.
Photo by Jan Kacian, just before he put out the fire.
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What can wipe out a field of Scot's broom in a
day? Teenagers!

Thanks to a grant from the Department of
Ecology and Washington State Parks, Deception Pass
benefited from the focused energy of ten Northwest
Youth Corps members for two weeks in June.

These young people, aged 16 to 21 (which
means they still have strong backs and boundless
energy), vigorously attacked Scot's broom in the
park like soldiers on a mission.

They started at Rosario, removing tons of the
weed that could be reached near the trail between
Bowman Bay and Rosario. Then they moved to
Bowman Hill, where the taunting yellow flowers
brighten the view of thousands of bridge drivers
every day. And for two days they worked at Hope
Island, making great progress on the patches that we
have been tackling for one day a year with our Hope
Island party.

And for extra good measure, the crew re-routed
a trail at North Beach that used to require visitors to
step over a thirty foot drop off; the crew moved the
trail away from that cliff edge.

I am not sure I have ever seen a more focused
and disciplined youth crew. We hope they can return
next year!

Left: Two Corp members pulling hard to remove
Scot’s broom from the Bowman Hill area.

Brooms Away!
North West Youth Corps Team
Removes Tons of Scot’s Broom

Shelters Re-roofed
Thanks to the hard work of park staff such as

Mark Lunz and Todd Harris, and region
maintenance staff such as Craig, pictured here, two
of our CCC shelters have new roofs.

The old roofs had lived out their life expectancy.
We believe most of the shakes on the roof were
actually placed there by the CCC eighty years ago!

Making sure we kept the roofs authentic, we
have re-roofed them with the same size cedar shakes,
thanks to a grant from our Historical Preservation
office. Bowman is done, and Rosario should be
finished next week.
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By Carly Rhodes
AmeriCorps Interpreter

The Junior Ranger program
is one of my favorites. I get to
ask kids every week what they
think a Ranger does
and then explain to
them why it is so
much more than
writing tickets.

The Junior Ranger
program occurs every
Saturday and the
programs vary from
week to week.
Sometimes we learn
about butterflies and
do a craft, other days
we go on a hike and
learn about hiking
safety. The goal is to
teach about being a Jr.
Ranger and also to
educate about the park, its
plants, animals, and more. The
program allows kids (and
adults) to learn about these
important subjects and to also
have fun and create memories.

To become a Jr. Ranger the
children must do three things:
One, attend a program. Two,
complete the Junior Ranger
Activity Booklet. Three, collect
litter around the park. Once they
have completed all three of
these tasks they can bring the
booklet and the litter to the
welcome booth, to any Ranger,
or to the Saturday evening
campfire program where we do
a ceremony for the new

inductees. The new Jr. Rangers
say an oath, promising to keep
the park clean and to educate
others, and they receive their
badge.

Saying the oath and
receiving the badge is one of the
best parts, for them and for me. I

get to see their eyes wide with
excitement as I pull out the gold
Deception Pass Junior Ranger
Badge; you can tell how proud
they are of themselves.

We (loosely) follow the
National Parks model of the Jr.
Ranger program, as I am sure
many parks do, but where did
this idea originate?

Curious, I did a little research
and found that it went way back.
I found that the concept
originated from a Nature School
at Yosemite in the 1930s.
Completing the Junior Nature
School at Yosemite was not easy.
To earn the award, children had
to answer 26 questions and

attend at least five meetings of
the Junior Nature School. For
example, the Junior Naturalists
would be asked:
o point out and give the

characteristics of ten trees
o identify five birds by their

songs alone

o point out the four principle
minerals found in granite

o Name and identify 25
different wildflowers

o Outline the life history of the
bear

o Tell four ways of identifying
old Indian village sites

o Point out 40 points of
interest around Yosemite
Valley,

and so on…
It is a little more in depth

than our current method of
asking them to interview park
staff or explore a new trail.
Although a little more intense
than our weekend programs,

Junior Rangers

Volunteer Brenda Dale teaching Junior Rangers about the colors of butterflies.
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the Yosemite program was one of the first to
educate youth in the park.

Yosemite’s Junior Naturalist program ran
from 1930 to 1954. Other National Parks
eventually followed their lead and started similar
programs throughout the country. These
programs were the precursors to what was to
come.

The Junior Naturalists programs created
educational programs for youth in the park, but
what really deserves credit for the creation of the
Junior Ranger programs we use today is not from

the National Park Service but actually the U. S.
Forest Service and Smokey Bear.

Smokey was created in 1944 as a symbol of
conservation. Smokey really started to get
attention in 1950 when a little black bear cub
was rescued from a wildfire in New Mexico, and
later found a home in the National Zoo in
Washington, D.C. This little bear became the living
symbol of Smokey Bear. Two years later the
Junior Forest Ranger program was started to
encourage children throughout the nation to
write Smokey about fire prevention. If the kids
did this they would receive a Junior Forest
Ranger Kit. In 1953 Smokey Bear plush toys were
sold, accompanied by a Junior Forest Ranger
badge.

This idea of marketing to kids through a
figure like Smokey really caught the attention of
the National Park Service. In the 1960s
Yellowstone National Park began talking about
ideas to create a Junior Ranger program,
following the Smokey Bear model. By 1985
Yellowstone National Park had a Junior Ranger
program. From there it has evolved and is
evolving all the time.

Now many of the national and state parks
have Junior Ranger programs all somewhat
unique to the individual park. It is a great way to
get kids excited about learning about the
environment. It also gets them involved and they
can see the difference they are making.

So, however the Junior Ranger program came
about, I am glad it did because seeing kids
interested and excited about what I have to tell
them is truly amazing to see.

References:
http://rangerarchivist.blogspot.com/2012/06/b
rief-history-of-junior-ranger-program.html

===========================
Purple Loosestrife at
Cranberry Lake

Volunteer Bud Hardwick explored the shores of
Cranberry Lake and found the patch of Purplse
Loosestrife growing on the southwestern shore. He
and another volunteer were able to remove some of
the plants, and hope to
have other volunteers
help remove the rest of
the infestation if
possible.

This is the same
patch volunteer Rick
Machin and I worked
at removing a few
years ago.

If we can keep it
from spreading, we
may be able to stop
this patch and
eliminate it completely
from the lake.
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The state’s 2015-17 operating and capital
budgets were passed and signed into law late
Tuesday night, averting a state shutdown.

Operating Budget
We appreciate their efforts and recognize the

tough decisions they had to make to fund the many
priorities across the state.

Your Washington State Parks 2015-17
operating budget in total is $157.3 million.

 The agency received a total of $31.1 million
in public tax support to operate our state parks.
This includes $21.1 million in General Fund and
$10.0 million in Litter Taxes. This compares to the
$20.4 million in public funding received in 2013-15.

Doing the math, you can see that State Parks
received less than 20% of our operating budget
from tax money. The other 80% comes from fees
such as camping and boat launching and entrance
fees such as the Discover Pass.

The $31.1 million, together with our higher
earned revenues, will cover known cost increases
that include pay, benefits, rate increases and other
inflationary costs. The budget allows the agency to
make some additional investments in critical areas
such as maintaining parks and providing customer
service.

Capital Budget
An initial review of the budget revealed that

the Legislature provided about $60.9 million for
construction and acquisition projects, excluding the
grants we receive.

How does all this affect Deception Pass
State Park? We don't know yet. We hope that we
may be able to make some improvements in service
levels if we can add a maintenance staff person or
make two seasonal rangers full time. Our
infrastructure, facilities, and equipment are losing
ground to time and heavy use, so our aim is to
continue to find ways to make improvements.

We continue as a park and agency to serve you
the best we can with the resources we have. Your
continued support through your volunteer efforts,
your partnerships, and your kind words keeps us
going.

Lion’s Continue to Help

Lion’s Club member Dennis Bullock shared
the following notes about an ongoing project they
have been working on this year:, replacing worn-
out table planks with new planks, funded by two
grants the park received and a donation from the
Lion’s Club themselves:

“This year's Zone Project began the task of
re-planking old worn picnic tables at the Cran-
berry Lake picnic and camping area. Time did
not allow the project to be completed so some
additional work days have begun the process of
extending the life of much used tables.

“Re-planking each table takes about 15 Li-
on hours! It is a lot of work but very satisfying
and the results are something to be proud of.

“Many more tables need work and the op-
portunity to serve is open to all who might lend
a hand, learn a bit about restoring tables and
enjoying working together. Thanks to all who
have pitched in so far.”

A Budget at Last
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Are you a member of the Deception Pass Park
Foundation? Do you know what they do for the
park? How can you be involved?

VOLUNTEER FOR:
Classes/Education
Join us with our mission of "Resource Protection
through Education". Share your knowledge,
passion, and expertise about the park with the
public.
Refer others to the Foundation who have a
passion for teaching.

Beach Naturalist Program
Assist Rosario tide pool visitors with
interpretation and help them care for the unique
and fragile ecosystem of the tide pools.

Foundation Activities
Board members and/or professional consultants
(attorney, accountant, fundraiser, grant writer),
committee members, special projects, and
community outreach.

HELP FUND:
Membership
Donate yearly to the Foundation's general fund
which supports various activities and projects.

AmeriCorps
Ensure education and interpretive programs,
such as Junior Rangers, continue.

Beach Naturalist Program
Fund-raise and/or donate to our program. Pay
for this program in lieu of giving volunteer hours
at the tide pools.

Amphitheater Stage
Update the stage to better accommodate park
programs like Arts in the Parks, interpretive talks,
and community group events.

DREAM AND FUND:

Deception Pass Institute
Classes without walls, inquiry-based learning
opportunities with classes taught by recognized
experts for all ages.

Visitor Interpretive Center
Purchase a building, plan the renovation, plan
and implement exhibits and displays.

Contact us at:
dppf.members@gmail.com
or 360.675-3767 extension 31

Deception Pass Park Foundation

Deception Pass Park Foundation
Board

President: Liz Merriman
Vice President: Barb Shaw
Secretary: Steve Young
Treasurer:
Board Member: Jill Johnson
Board Member: Matt Klope
Board Member: Brian Shelley
Board Member: Rick Colombo
Board Member: Terica Taylor

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org

Like, follow, and
stay current with

the Deception Pass
Park Foundation on

Facebook
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Deception Pass and Canoe Pass bridges paving to
start July 12

We have a schedule for the overnight closures to
re-pave the Deception Pass and Canoe Pass bridge
decks!

The contractor crews are scheduled to start work
at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, July 12, and finish by the
morning of Friday, July 17.

Bridge closure details
� Sunday night, July 12, to Friday morning, July 17
�  Closed nightly from 7:30 p.m. to 5:30 a.m.
� The bridges will be open 5:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

daily.
� Drivers should expect rough road conditions

between closures.
� Nighttime access to/from Whidbey Island will be

by ferry only during regularly scheduled runs.

Extra ferry service is being added during the
overnight bridge closures!

Washington State Ferries has announced it will
operate extra evening and early-morning sailings on
its Clinton/Mukilteo route, during the five nightly
closures of the SR 20 Deception Pass and Canoe Pass
bridges.

 Extra sailings July 12-17:
� Leaving Clinton at 9 p.m., 1:30, 2:30 and 3:30 a.m.
� Leaving Mukilteo at 9:30 p.m., 2, 3 and 4 a.m.

 The work is extremely weather-dependent. If
rain or cool temperatures are in the forecast for that
week, the closure could be postponed for a week or
more. The Department of Transportation will
continue to work with the Lakeside Industries
contractor and monitor the weather forecasts to
ensure the work can be successfully completed
within the closure times. If the work is delayed, we
will notify you as soon as possible.

At the park level, we are notifying everyone with a
camping reservation about the closure, so that they
don't end up on the wrong side of the bridge with
nowhere to go for the night. We will also notify
everyone entering the Cranberry side of the park that
day.

The Department of Transportation have their
large announcement signs along Highway 20 all week,
here and they will have them at the major
interchanges on I-5.

Bridge Closure One Week Away

Doing Something About the
Weather

The Deception Pas Model Yacht Club blessed the
park and our visitors with a weather station at West
Beach providing live readings 24/7 to your
computer or smart phone.

Check out the station at
http://www.wunderground.com/personal-weather-
station/dashboard?ID=KWAOAKHA35

I book-marked it as I know I will be looking at
that page frequently.

Visit the Model Yacht Club website at
http://www.dpmyc.org/Home.html

Area Lakes and Toxic Algae
Want to track the levels of toxic algae in

local area lakes?

A new website allows you to click on any
lake in the state that is being tested and see
the latest results or a track record of the past
several years.

 Go to www.nwtoxicalgae.org/Data.aspx
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Coming Park Events

2015 Arts in the Parks concerts

Concerts are at 7 p.m. at the park amphitheater

July 4: Brass Patriots, 133rd Army
Band, Washington Army National
Guard. A brass band for the 4th! This
should be a foot stomping flag
waving patriotic salute as we
celebrate the nation’s 40th birthday!

July 11: Dave and the Dalmatians.
A cappella music from Eastern Europe, particularly
Croatia, Serbia, and the Dalmatian Coast.
http://www.daveandthedalmatians.com/

July 18: Kohala. Slack-key guitar trio from Hawaii.
http://kohalamusic.com/

July 25:The Onlies (http://www.theonlies.com/), a
really great young trio out of Seattle, each an only
child. Original and traditional fiddle tunes from
Scotland, Ireland, and the Americas.

Other Coming Park Events:

December 6: Deception Pass Dash Kayak Race,
Bowman Bay

December 12, 13: Rainshadow Running 25k and 50k
races at the park.

March, 2025: Deception Pass State Park’s 100th
birthday.

State Parks and SUBWAY® restaurants
launch Walk in the Park statewide

OLYMPIA – June 3, 2015 – The Washington State
Parks and Recreation Commission is partnering with
SUBWAY® restaurants to launch Walk in the Park
for the third year in a row.

Continuing through Sept. 30, anyone who shows
a Discover Pass at a participating SUBWAY®
restaurant throughout Washington state will receive
a voucher good for a free six-inch sandwich with the
purchase of a six-inch sandwich of equal or greater
price and a 30-oz. drink. Vouchers also are available
at parks when staff is available.

“The partnership with Washington State Parks
and the Walk in the Park program encourages
families to spend more time in the outdoors and
promote healthier, more active lifestyles,” said David
Jones, SUBWAY® Advertising Board Chairman.

“Getting outside and enjoying the great outdoors
together is a great way to stay healthy.”

“We’re excited to be working with SUBWAY®
restaurants to expand the Walk in the Park Program
for this year’s promotion of the Washington State
Discover Pass,” said Don Hoch, director of the
Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission.

The Discover Pass provides access to millions of
acres of Washington state-managed recreation lands –
including state parks, recreation areas, water-access
points, heritage sites, wildlife and natural areas, trails
and trailheads. Every Discover Pass purchased helps
keep these wonderful outdoor recreation areas open
and accessible to the public.

2015 State Parks Free Days:
August 25 – (Tuesday) National Park Service’s  99��
birthday
September 26 – (Saturday) National Public Lands Day
November 11 – (Wednesday) Veterans Day

Or, volunteer 24 hours in a calendar year and
receive a free Discover Pass.

Or, buy a Discover Pass from us and all the parks
in the state are free to you every day of the year! And
that way, you are supporting your state parks directly.

Fix-it Day
Saturday, July 25, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. At the Farmer’s
Market, 611 “R” Avenue, Anacortes

Reduce, Re-use, Repair and re-use again!  Bring
your small household items and get them repaired
in return for a donation benefiting Deception Pass
Park.
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Seventh Generation Supper
T u e s d a y ,  J u l y  2 8 ,  5 : 4 5  p . m . ,   A n a c o r t e s

S e n i o r  C e n t e r , 1 7 0 1  2 2 n d  S t .

Join Transition Fidalgo & Friends for a community
supper on Tuesday, July 28, at 5:45 pm at the Ana-
cortes Senior Center. The evening's presentation will
feature Roger Fuller of WWU speaking on “Climate
Change and Skagit County.”

Climate affects the human communities and natural
ecosystems of Skagit County in many ways. Climate
is naturally variable for many reasons, but humans
are now altering the global climate system in ways
that will affect our local climate. The Skagit Climate
Science Consortium brings together scientists who
are studying different aspects of climate change in
the Skagit basin, from the glaciers at the top, to Puget
Sound at the bottom. Our vision is to reduce the vul-
nerabilities of human communities and ecosystems
to the impacts of a changing climate. We do this by
fostering collaborative research that integrates many
different disciplines, and by assisting communities in
the development of adaptation strategies. This talk
will summarize some of the research on climate
change and ecosystems that has been completed in
the Skagit basin, and how this information can in-
form the decisions that communities make.

Roger Fuller is an ecosystem ecologist and project
manager at Western Washington University’s Huxley
College of the Environment. His research focuses on
estuary and floodplain ecology, habitat restoration,
climate change impacts, climate change adaptation,
and decision-support tools for community planners
and resource managers. Prior to WWU, he worked
for The Nature Conservancy for 12 years.

Open to all and welcome; no reservations necessary.
Suggested supper donation $5/adult; $3/10 and un-
der.  Please bring your own place settings.

Seventh Generation Suppers include a sharing time
and programs to help build local resilience and re-
duce carbon dependency. For more information, visit
transitionfidalgo.org

Saturday Discovery Stations: Look for Docents at
Discovery Points along the trail
Designated Saturdays: July 25 and Aug 15
Time: 11:00 am – 1:00 PM
Walkers, bikers and other visitors along the Tommy
Thompson Trail will have an opportunity to discover
some of the Anacortes Shoreline wonders with
assistance from Trail Tales docents at one of the

“Discovery Points” along the trail. If you like to hear
stories instead of reading the signs, or if you enjoy
hands-on learning, take to the trail and look for
docents on the Saturdays listed and discover
something new!

CANCELLED: Guided Walk: History & Habitat on
a Working Waterfront
Date: Thursday, July 16th
Time: 10:30 am to 12 pm

Fire Ban Status:

Currently, all fires are prohibited,
including campfires. Only propane or gas
stoves are allowed. No charcoal! It’s dry
out here!

Friends of Skagit Beaches
& Trail Tales Present:

Guided Walks and Special
Events
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This monthly update is sent to folks
who have expressed an interest in
keeping in touch with what is
happening or in the planning stages at
Deception Pass State Park.

We are grateful to have you
welcome us into your inbox.

If you are not interested in receiving
these monthly updates, please reply to
this message and let me know. We have
no intention of sending emails that you
do not wish to receive.

If you wish to communicate at
anytime with me or other park staff,
please email, call, or visit us. This park is
your park.

Park Manager
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-675-3767 ext. 26
jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ©

Deception Pass State Park
Staff:

Rick Blank, Asst. Manager
Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Darlene Clark, Sr. Park Aide
Rick Colombo, Park Aide
Doug DeYoung, Park Aide
Todd Harris, Sr. Park Aide
Jack Hartt, Park Manager
Jeri Lancaster, Office Asst.
Mark Lunz, Maintenance
Carly Rhodes, Interp.Intern
Bill Ruh, Sr. Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Jason Stapert, Ranger
John Whittet, Ranger
Marv Wold, Maintenance

Of all the park areas here that have a parking lot, the east side of
Cranberry Lake may be the least used. It is on the edge of an area humming
with activity with the main park entrance just a Frisbee throw away, but the
lakeshore itself is quiet, separate, and relaxing.

This area used to be the hub of the park. When Oak Harbor residents
went to the park in the
Twenties, they came to this
parking lot and played at
this end of the lake. Many
people who are now older
talk about learning to swim
here; the docks made a
semi-circle out into the
lake as a promenade and
barrier. Offshore, more
adventurous swimmers
had a diving platform and float.

The Civilian Conservation Corps built a pump house here, two
restrooms, a bathhouse, and three shelters, one large and two smaller ones
as bookends.

The bathhouse sold
concession goods out of the
middle, and swimmers
changed clothes in the
open air stalls on either
side.

Today the area is
mostly neglected, and a
little overgrown. The
bathhouse is gone, a victim
of disuse and disrepair in
the late Fifties and Sixties.

Tilted concrete pathways and blocks show where swimmers used to access
the swim beach. The beach and shallow lake area is filled with vegetation.

Yet the lawn remains enticing and attractive, especially on a hot day in
July or at sunset any time of the year.

Fishing folks love the dock that remains, with easy access to the deeper
ends of this side of the lake. Couples arrange weddings and receptions in
the lawn areas and the large CCC shelter. The south end gets crowded with

Viewpoint
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pop-up tents as a temporary group camp going on
five years there now.

The dock has been repaired this week, with
cracked boards replaced with new ones, and a weak
stringer in the pier replaced with the strong wood it
needed.

I like East Cranberry at any time of the day. Early
mornings are quiet, with river otters playing near the
docks and a mist often lying on the still water.
Daytime is great for disc golf, launching a canoe,
launching into a new book or a large picnic feast.
Evenings present golden moments as fishing rods dip
into the lake silhouetted by a setting sun.

When the noise of the highway is deafening at the
entrance, this quiet retreat can seem like a world
away.

In the hub-bub of the July 4th weekend, there are
always pockets of the park to explore that can refresh
your mind and your senses, and bring you back
together with the people you love and the planet you
love as well. Have a safe 4th and a meaningful one.

Cars filling the East Cranberry parking lot. Today
this area is much quieter!


