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Deception Pass State Park

A monthly newsletter for the park’s friends and neighbors
from the desk of the park manager

May 2015

…Bring May Flowers

The state flower of Washington, the coastal
rhody, and the iconic plant of the northwest

tribes, camas, are in full bloom this week in the park.

To find rhodies, look on the south side of Goose
Rock, and other southern exposure deeply forested
areas in the park. This rhody is at the Cornet Bay
Retreat Center.

For camas, find open 'balds', rocky meadows,
scattered throughout the park. This camas was near
the Ginnett overlook at the north end of the park.
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Once again, several of the local Lions clubs
donated a day of service to our communities by
working together at Deception Pass, making the park
a better place for us all.

They cleaned a roof, built a bridge, cut and
stained new picnic table planks, painted a restroom,
picked up litter, and helped renovate a couple cabins
at the Cornet Bay Retreat Center.

The Lions donated several hundred hours of
sweat equity, and had a great time working
alongside each other. Our limited park staff struggled
to keep up with their energy and accomplishments.
The clubs even donated several hundred dollars to

offset the cost of the purchase of the table and bridge
planks.

An additional thanks to Ranger John Whittet, who
worked with the clubs for several weeks and months
prior to the event to make sure we had valuable
projects ready for them and the materials and tools
available to keep everyone busy.

The Lions spread a special feast for their
participants as well at the East Cranberry shelter,
keeping the energy and enthusiasm fully fueled.

At the end of the day, the park is a better place
for everyone. Once again, thank you so much to our
local Lions clubs!

Lions in Service

You may have seen the piles: mounds of ivy and
Himalayan blackberry as evidence of the progress
they made. A six person Washington Conservation
Corps crew took on the invasive weeds at Rosario
for a week in April.

Led by Caleb Dobey, the three young men and
women attacked the enemy with vigor, removing
the ivy and blackberry by the roots and preparing
the ground for native plants to fill the void.

We removed nearly a dozen truckloads of plants
that did not belong there and opened this special
area of the park for improved views and restored
habitat. The work is not done, but thanks to the
WCC crew, Rosario is a healthier place than it was
before they arrived.

This  WCC crew and work was funded by a grant
from the Department of Ecology.

The WCC is modeled after the original CCC
crews of the Thirties!

Fighting the Invasion
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Seeing the Forest for the Trees – and the Future

It takes a forest to raise a tree,
and a community working

together to best manage the park's
forests.

Twenty of us joined Dr. Robert
Fimbel of Washington State Parks
and Dr. Chris Raynham from the
University of Washington for an
educational and scientific
exploration of several forest
stands at Dugualla State Park.

Hiking guests ranged from
Audubon and Whidbey
Environmental Action Network
leaders to a former Department of
Natural Resources (DNR)
manager to various park users and
interested citizens.

With their relaxed but
informative teaching styles, the
two forest ecologists showed us
the processes taking place in the
woods. As they shared ideas with
the hikers, we all came to see
various options available to us,
from doing nothing to limited
modifications by various non-
invasive actions to mechanized
harvesting. Each action or non-
action has consequences, and our
discussions walked through those
consequences as we encountered
the various stands of trees.

Dugualla State Park used to be
owned by the DNR. Their purpose
for land was to raise school funds
by managing forests for harvest.
Dugualla was last harvested in the
Seventies and Eighties. State Parks
acquired the property in the early
Nineties.

We looked at several DNR
harvest sites from about fifty years
ago, which were then planted with
a monoculture of Douglas fir. The
stands had differing
characteristics, but for the most
part the trees were even aged
stands of just Douglas fir, similar

in height, creating a canopy that is
now marginally healthy at best.

The first site we looked at
was of low habitat quality.

The canopy of the trees were
limited to at most 30% of the tree
height, with many skinny trees
limping along at 15 to 20%. This

creates an arrested stand
development, where the trees
continue to fight each other for
sunlight and nutrients, with no
tree gaining prominence or health.
The understory here was mostly
salal, and even that was sparse.
There were almost no snags or
trees of any size on the ground.

The second site had thicker
tree density, but again a limited
understory and no diversity of
habitat. The height to diameter
ratio was well over 80, not a
healthy number at all. Trees here
will never grow into substantial
specimens as they continue to
compete and limit each other. This
stand will be stagnant and uniform
for many decades into the future.

The third site had slightly better
habitat, with a mixture of sword
fern and salal, and great spatial
arrangement of the trees, with some
on the edges achieving release
growth and showing fairly large
branches high up on their stems.
Unfortunately, the edge opening
was created by a pocket of root rot,

which would be steadily moving
into this stand of trees. Douglas fir
have the curious habit of joining
their roots underground,
strengthening the support for trees
to share resources and strength, but
also creating a paved highway for
root fungus to follow in spreading
disease.

One of the objectives
considered for these

plantations is to accelerate the
current forest processes to take on
more characteristics of an old
growth forest. Old growth is rare in
the lowlands of western Washington.
Many species of plants and animals
depend on connected ranges of old
growth, species such as the marbled
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murrelet, which needs trees that
have branches fifty feet (15 meters)
high or more that are 7 inches (18
cm) in diameter or more. Enriching
the composition and structural
diversity of our forests will
enhance their value as habitat, and
move them towards old growth far
faster than letting these plantations
continue in their stunted and
stagnant condition.

 Leaving these monoculture
stands as they currently
exist will mean they are
stagnant up to a century
more, offering little in
value in that timeframe
to the environment
around them.

Many different
options can be

considered to
encourage better
habitat development.
Girdling select trees to
turn them into snags or
future woody debris on
the ground will create
openings in the forest
for other species to
establish themselves
here, release existing
trees to become more
mature and healthy
examples, and allow
trees such as hemlock
to become established on the
debris.

Diversity of habitat and
individuality of trees is beneficial.
As Dr. Raynham stated, "we like
kinky trees!" He said that funky
varieties in the forest add to the
diversity and offer more options for
wildlife and plants.

Nature likes to create pockets
of openness through various events,
such as wind, fire, and disease. The
stands we looked at are protected
as they stand from most wind
events; reducing their numbers
through large scale thinning would

expose their members to being
wind thrown. Reducing their
numbers through limited and
selected 'natural' reductions would
not create a chance for wind to
cause extensive damage.

We saw little evidence of fire
here because of the stand
management by DNR. Fires in
western Washington tend to be
total stand replacement fires,
burning everything in their path,

but they only happen every 100 to
500 years in a forest. Stands such
as we looked at are very
susceptible to fire due to their even
aged growth and uniformity. Old
growth forest is far more resistant.
Indeed, large trees in the old
growth pockets at Deception Pass
show fire scarring many feet up
their trunks, from fires of a century
ago or more.

As the stress continues to build
because of limited resources, the
trees in the stands that we walked
through will become more
susceptible to disease, eventually

creating disease pockets in the
forest that will spread through the
area. Eventually, diversity would
develop, perhaps after a century
or more.

Many fine points and
questions were raised in the
discussions as we looked at
various options.

Several great ideas came out
for our consideration.

Removal of invasive species that
we saw, such as holly, would be an
immediate benefit to the site.
Looking at the creation of snags
and woody debris through non-
mechanical methods seemed to
also make sense, so long as the
trees selected enhanced diversity
and health. The introduction of
appropriate genetic cedar, maple,
and hemlock would also improve
the stands, as would natural
introductions from having course
woody debris on the ground for
seed beds and openings in the
forest to allow other species to
enter.

No plan is formulated at this
time, nor do we have a high
priority to make changes.
However, there are some simple,

"low hanging fruit" actions that
could be taken that would have a
positive benefit for accelerating
the natural values of these forests,
encouraging greater diversity,
expanded health, and a more
direct path to the creation of old
growth.

State Parks will continue to
involve the public in looking at
these options, and to ask your help
in making the best decisions for
now and the future.

By the way, we may have a
follow up hike for those who may
have missed this one but are
interested in seeing these areas. I
will let Current readers know if
this happens.
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By Carly Rhodes
AmeriCorps Intern

The other day I was with a school group
visiting the park. The students were there

for the whole week and their main goal was to learn
about marine biology. They visited the tide pools at
Rosario, they heard a presentation about marine
mammals, they got to see skulls including Gracie
our gray whale skull, and many other activities and
lessons that their teachers put together.

I thought how lucky they were to get an
opportunity like this and how awesome it was how
interested the students and adults were about these
waters that surround us. Being so close to Puget
Sound there is definitely a different attitude people
have about the environment and the way it’s
treated.

Since moving out here I have met so many
passionate people who spend their time learning
about, teaching about, and protecting our water
ways. Here at the park I know a good chunk of my
time is organizing things that have to do with this
very subject; the Beach Naturalist program, marine
mammal presentations, taking the whale skull to
schools, and the many meetings and events that I
attend, all with a common theme.

The Beach Naturalist program was a big first
step in learning and seeing how passionate people
are about protecting the natural habitat around this
area. A group of volunteers spend about 10 hours
plus training to become Beach Naturalists. From
there they spend countless hours on the beach,
teaching students and visitors about how special
the tide pools are and why we are protecting them.

The tide pools at Rosario would not be what
they are today if it were not for those dedicated
individuals who go out during low tides, lay out
those yellow rope trails, put up signs, and set up a
table with information and shells, all to teach and
protect one small but special area in the park. It has
been an honor to work with these volunteers. What
they do and how much they care is truly something
I have never seen before.

 Not only do people care about the little critters
living around these parts but, it’s the big ones as
well. I have seen Matt Klope, Deception Pass Park
Foundation board member, retired Navy Biologist,
taxidermist, and amazing volunteer, do a

presentation on marine mammals twice now and I
have learned something new each time. He goes
over some interesting facts about each animal,
shows their skulls, and shares what to do if you
ever come across one of these animals. Students get
to get up close and personal with skulls of animals
that are living in the waters right in their back
yards. They get to learn from experts in the field
and often times they get too see the organisms and
animals that they are learning about.

Now, I am sure I probably learned something
about marine biology in school but I don’t
remember much about it. Maybe if someone
showed up to my school with a giant whale skull on
a trailer something would have stuck.

Living so close to the sea gives students and
adults the opportunity to get hands-on education.
Not only does it make learning an experience, it is
much more meaningful when something is so close
to home.

A Passion to Protect
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 It is not only what is living in the waters that
people care about, it is the waters themselves.

I have gone to countess meetings and events that
usually have a common message and presentations
talking about our watershed and what we can do to
protect it. There are great events, like Storming the
Sound, Sound Waters, the Shoreline Academy and
many more. These are one day university type events
that are dedicated to teaching about environmental
issues filled with people and organizations who are
working towards a similar goal.

When I started, one of the very first meetings I
went to was for ECO Net, which is a collection of
environmental organizations, non-profits, and so on
who meet to share what they are doing with each
other and how they can help each other in their
separate efforts. In this meeting Watersheds were
mentioned a few times, and I had heard it come up
before. I was not sure exactly what they meant and
why it was so important because where I grew up it
was not something that was talked about or, to my
knowledge, cared about.

I found that “a watershed is the area of land
where all of the water that is under it or drains off of
it goes into the same place” (http://www.epa.gov/).

The more events I went to and talks I heard, the
more I learned how important it is to where we live.
We are all affected by the water that comes down
from the mountains, through the rivers, streams,
water lines, roads, etc., and goes out to Puget Sound.

We are all connected by the water that runs
through our communities. Something as simple as
washing your car in the street/driveway has a
negative effect on our water ways because of the run

off it creates. There are many other simple things we
all do that I didn’t have any idea of the consequences.

Which reminds me, May is Puget Sound Starts
Here month, and you can check out their website if
you are interested in learning more about what
(http://www.pugetsoundstartshere.org/)  you can do
to protect the Sound. Puget Sound Starts Here is
another amazing thing people are doing in the
environmental world that I have had the opportunity
to learn about through groups like ECO Net and one
day university events.

When I first arrived here I knew
water was important to this state, but I
was mostly thinking “I hear it rains a lot
in Washington”.

Now that I live here I know that its
importance is much more than that and
that it really does not rain that much here.
People in this community have a passion
to protect, learn, and teach about these
waters that surround us.

Through volunteering, educational
programs, and environmental
organizations one can truly see how
much people care. And I understand why.
It does not take long to fall in love with
this area and the amazing creatures and
people who live in it.

Hope Island: May 25!

Our eighth (?) annual Hope Island Weed Attack is
confirmed for Monday, May 25, Memorial Day.
Thanks to the generosity of Deception Pass Tours, we
will be able to take everyone out to Hope Island in
the comfort and grandeur of their large tour boat.

The adventure starts at 8:45 from the Cornet Bay
docks, and we will return at 12:15 on the tour boat as
well. I will have the small park boat beached at Hope
Island in case anyone needs to leave early or if there
is an emergency.

Come prepared to take on Scotch broom, and
spurge laurel as well. Over the years we have made
great progress in opening up the south shore
meadow for wildflowers and native grasses instead
of old growth Scotch broom. Bring clothing
appropriate for the weather, whatever it may be, and
gloves and tools for the enemy at hand. (The island
has a vault toilet at the north cove.)
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2015 State Parks Free Days:
May 10 – (Sunday) A springtime free Sunday
June 6 – (Saturday) National Trails Day
June 13 – (Saturday) National Get Outdoors Day
August 25 – (Tuesday) National Park Service’s  99��  birthday
September 26 – (Saturday) National Public Lands Day
November 11 – (Wednesday) Veterans Day

Or, volunteer 24 hours in a calendar year and receive a
free Discover Pass.

Or, buy a Discover Pass from us and all the parks in the
state are free to you every day of the year! And that way, you
are supporting your state parks directly.

President: Liz Merriman
Vice President: Barb Shaw
Secretary: Steve Young
Treasurer:
Board Member: Matt Klope
Board Member: Brian Shelly

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org

Drones Not Allowed, Unless…
Drones are currently prohibited in State Parks by

law, except for special exceptions and events. They
are disruptive to the views and to the peace and quiet.
They can disturb drivers on the bridge, and certainly
park visitors expecting the sounds of nature rather
than the buzz of technology.

The Nissan Motor Company wanted to get an
unusual perspective on their 2016 line of cars, so
they worked with the Department of Transportation,
Washington State Patrol, and Washington State Parks
for permission to close the bridge for a few minutes
one morning in April, and have a drone capture the
view of their car driving across the quiet bridge.

The car is pretty cool. The views are even cooler.
Watch for the advertisement that should come out in
a few weeks or months.

Bridge Closure Reminder
Just a heads up reminder: the Deception Pass

bridge will be closed from 7:30 p.m. to 5:30 a.m.,
Monday to Friday, for a week in either July or August.

Traffic for portions of Highway 20 on the north
end of Whidbey Island and south end of Fidalgo
Island will be down to one lane for up to three
months as the roadway gets repaved. The bridge re-
pavement will require a total closure, affecting our
summer traffic in ways we can't even imagine.

Several troops from around the northwest
corner of the state gathered at Deception Pass last
week for a weekend camporee. Tents scattered
around the Bowman Bay campground and shelter as
scouts met together, earned merit badges, and
provided volunteer service for park trails.

Together, they graveled the rock strewn portion
of the Bowman/Rosario trail, creating a far safer
tread for hikers on this popular trail.

Our hats are
off to David Reid
and Richard
Mueller, district
scout leaders, for
organizing the
scout planning
and operations
efforts, and to
Ranger Whittet
for coordinating
and working
with the scouts
for their
volunteer
project.

Deception Pass
Park Foundation

Like, follow, and
stay current with

the Deception Pass
Park Foundation on

Facebook
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Coming Park Events
May 25, Memorial Day: Hope Island Scotch Broom
Party, 8:45 to 12:15 at Cornet Bay.

June 6: Trails Day.
Various SWITMO projects around park

June 6: Marathon and Half Marathon, part of the
Bellingham Trail Running series. Full marathon starts
at West Beach. Half marathon starts at Cornet Bay.

2015 Arts in the Parks concerts

July 4: Brass Patriots, 133rd Army Band, Washington
Army National Guard. A brass band for the 4th!

July 11: Dave and the Dalmatians. A cappella music
from East-ern Europe, particularly Croatia, Serbia,
and the Dalmatian Coast.
http://www.daveandthedalmatians.com/

July 18: Kohala. Slack-key guitar trio from Hawaii.
http://kohalamusic.com/

July 25:The Onlies (http://www.theonlies.com/), a
really great young trio out of Seattle, each an only
child. Original and traditional fiddle tunes from
Scotland, Ireland, and the Americas.

December 6: Deception Pass Dash Kayak Race,
Bowman Bay

December 12, 13: Rainshadow Running 25k and 50k
races at the park.

Guided Walk: From Small to Tall - Native Plants of
the Fidalgo Shoreline
Date: Thursday, May 21st; Time: 10:30 am to 12 pm
Fidalgo Bay RV Resort, 701 Fidalgo Bay Rd, Anacortes
Many native plants - from SMALL flowering
perennials to TALL evergreen and deciduous trees -
are leafing out or blooming during May to make
identification easy. This walk led by native plant
naturalists will also highlight the interesting ways
that the native plants and the animals that share the
shore habitat depend on each other. The walk is
suitable for children, Anacortes residents and visitors
alike. Walks take place on a flat paved handicapped
accessible trail. For complete program details, visit
www.skagitbeaches.org

Saturday Discovery Stations: Look for Docents at
Discovery Points along the trail
Designated Saturdays: May 9, May 23, June 13, June
27, July 25 and Aug 15
Time: 11:00 am – 1:00 PM
Walkers, bikers and other visitors along the Tommy
Thompson Trail will have an opportunity to discover
some of the Anacortes Shoreline wonders with
assistance from Trail Tales docents at one of the

“Discovery Points” along the trail. If you like to hear
stories instead of reading the signs, or if you enjoy
hands-on learning, take to the trail and look for
docents on the Saturdays listed and discover
something new!

Friends of Skagit Beaches & Trail Tales
Guided Walks and Special Events

Spring Plants Walk Schedule
Washington Native Plant Society and the
Anacortes Parks and Recreation Department:

10 a.m. to noon, usually

May 12 – Washington Park. A return visit. The park
should be in full bloom.

May 19 – Kettleholes on Whidbey Island and Fort
Ebey Bluff. Spectacular show of native rhodies. Meet at
9:00 at the SKAT Park and Ride off SR20 at March
Point Road to car pool or at 10:00 at the trail head at

the entrance to Fort Ebey State Park. (Be sure to have
your Discover Pass).  Limited parking. Easy. Bring
lunch to enjoy on the bluff.

May 26 – Cranberry Lake in Deception Pass State
Park. Meet near the vending stands and restrooms on
the west side of the lake. (Be sure to have your
Discover Pass). Backshore, dunes and other habitat.
Easy. Bring a lunch to enjoy later on the beach.

Information – Call Ann, 360-293-3044 or Susan, 360-
659-8792 or 360-333-7437
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This monthly update is sent to folks
who have expressed an interest in
keeping in touch with what is
happening or in the planning stages at
Deception Pass State Park.

We are grateful to have you
welcome us into your inbox.

If you are not interested in receiving
these monthly updates, please reply to
this message and let me know. We have
no intention of sending emails that you
do not wish to receive.

If you wish to communicate at
anytime with me or other park staff,
please email, call, or visit us. This park is
your park.

Park Manager
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-675-3767 ext. 26
jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ©

Deception Pass State Park
Staff:

Rick Blank, Asst. Manager
Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Darlene Clark, Sr. Park Aide
Rick Colombo, Park Aide
Doug DeYoung, Park Aide
Todd Harris, Sr. Park Aide
Jack Hartt, Park Manager
Jeri Lancaster, Office Asst.
Mark Lunz, Maintenance
Carly Rhodes, Interp.Intern
Bill Ruh, Sr. Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Jason Stapert, Ranger
John Whittet, Ranger
Marv Wold, Maintenance

I have always loved sunsets. They are a magical time we can enjoy,
whether alone or with someone special or a crowd of strangers. Time slows
down, lighting becomes dramatic, the colors a paint store palette of ever
changing hues. We can see the end of the day approaching. Our lives gain a
focus for the few minutes as the sun descends.

It's like a panoply of movies, leading up to the climax, the denouement,
the showdown. And then fading glory, and then the dark.

Deception Pass offers many great vistas to enjoy a sunset. I often feel a
little panicked as I leave my home, trying to decide which viewpoint I will
enjoy: the drama from the bridge, the panorama from Rosario, the variety of
frames from Lighthouse Point, the crowds at West Beach, the sweep of
landscape at North Beach, a hilltop experience at Goose Rock, or something
unusual like a trip out to Deception Island or a hike to the tip of Kiket. I can
only choose one for a sunset.

The joy of sunsets is
that each day offers a
new opportunity. We all
know the majesty of
god-rays when the sun
breaks through a layer
of clouds and surprises
everyone with shots of
awe, and we know the
predictability of a
perfectly clear sky
bringing the perfect
gradation from fiery red
to deep midnight blue
across the entire canvas.

I have also enjoyed a quiet evening when the sun is muted or even
hidden by clouds scudding across a choppy sea, or hidden in fog as gray
becomes black and grebes echo their voices across a muted bay.

Whatever the day brings, it is a time of transition, a time to remember,
that forces us to slow down, to pay attention, reminding us of the fleeting
time that we have, the inevitability of night after the day, reminding us daily
that there is a night coming for each of us. The golden hour foreshadows the
golden years.

Romance and beauty are enhanced at sunset time. Lovers hold each
other closer. Friends pause, turn to the west, and become engrossed in the
spectacle. Time is dilated, hesitant to move, hushed and muted. We live in
the immediacy of the moment, and revel to share it with those close to us,
or through a lens of camera or memory.

Sunsets are a medicine for our souls. They force us to go outside, to
look, to dwell, to become a part of the landscape for more than just a glance,
but to experience the rapture of the movement of time, the shifting of the
planet, and the harmony and beauty that surrounds us all.
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“And yet day and night meet fleetingly at twilight
and dawn," he said, lowering his voice again and
narrowing his eyes and moving his head a quarter of
an inch closer to hers. "And their merging sometimes
affords the beholder the most enchanted moments of
all the twenty four hours. A sunrise or sunset can be
ablaze with brilliance and arouse all the passion, all
the yearning, in the soul of the beholder.”
― Mary Balogh, A Summer to Remember

“There's a sunrise and a sunset every single day,
and they're absolutely free. Don't miss so many of
them.”
― Jo Walton

“'One day,' you said, 'I watched the sunset forty-
three times!' And a little later you added:

'You know, when one is sad, one can get to love the
sunset.'

“Were you that sad, then, on the day of the forty-
three sunsets?"

But the prince made no answer.
― Antoine de Saint‐Exupéry, The Little Prince

"How many sunsets have you seen during this last
week, this last month, this last year? I do not ask how
many have you glanced at, but how many have you
gazed upon, pondered? On how many have you held
your mind long enough for it to become impressed,
for an influence to be diffused through your heart, for

a discipline to be exercised upon your spirit? How
many sunsets stand out vivid and glorious on the
walls of your memory? How many of you can say that
the glory of setting suns is an appreciable factor in the
development of your emotional and spiritual life?

"We should all enjoy the sunsets more, if we had to
pay an admission fee, if some enterprising showman
could curtain off the western sky, and walling in the
edge of the world, should advertise in all the papers:

"Beautiful Sunsets every evening next week" -- what a
scramble there would be to get in! We should save up
our money for this great treat, and we should ask one
another:  "How many times do you expect to go?
Which sunsets have you seen this season?"

"But though an angel of the Lord stands in the glo-
ry of the blazing west, crying, "Ho, ye who thirst for
beauty, come ye to the fountain, come, without money
and without price," we turn on our heel and go away.

"And so, every evening of the month, thousands
and tens of thousands of our people go from their plac-
es of business to their homes with never a glance to-
ward the gorgeous west. They hastily eat their dinner.
They return down town, paying for a place in the op-
era house or theatre in order to see the burning of
some cheap chemicals, ingenious tricks played with
the mystery of light, cheap and tawdry flashes in a tin-
pan when God's great masterpiece of light and colour
hangs unnoticed on the western wall of the world. "

– Charles E. Jefferson


