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On the cover: Diver Jan Kocian has shared a
photograph collage he has taken of our seldom-seen
underwater parts of Deception Pass State Park. The
unique perspective of this photograph had to be
shared, and Jan graciously gave permission. Another
photograph of his appears below.

In Jan’s words:
“Not much new to report, which is probably just

fine, no news is good news these days :-)
The blisters are still in the same cucumbers, not better
and not worse, most of them are feeding now;
sea stars are not showing signs of wasting, so I am
glad to report - enjoying diving without getting
depressed about sick marine life. So I attached some
of the sights I enjoy in your park …”

Cheers, Jan

Talk about a waste,
an utter waste of

time, money, and scarce
resources. But more than
that, it is an affront, an
attack on all of our values,
a violation of what is
sacred, on our
experiences and
treasured lands.

No, it's not a big deal
in terms of cost, although
it will end up being well
over a thousand dollars
to replace the signs and
pay the salaries of people
who have many other
things far more useful to

do be doing with their time.
Nobody was hurt, the park itself is still intact, and

life will go on.

But senseless vandalism like this just irks me, and
riles up my indignation.

Sometime in the past few weeks, someone
decided to leave his or her anonymous signature on all
of our park signs at Dugualla State Park. Entrance signs,
bulletin boards, trail signs -- no surface was left
untouched.

How did this benefit
anyone? What kind of
human feels that they
have contributed to our
planet by defacing
informational signage?

How do all subsequent
visitors look at the park
now, but as a desecrated
landmark?

The damage will still
be here for our forest walk,
and perhaps much longer,
as we do not have the
time or money to replace
this much signage. We will
try to erase it, but paint does not really erase.

How can we erase ignorance and meanness out of
the human race?

What a waste.

Wasting Disease –

The Human Kind
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2015 State Parks Free Days:
January 1 – (Thursday) New Year’s Day
January 18 and 19 – (Sunday and Monday) Martin Luther King Jr. Day
March 19 – (Thursday) Washington State Parks’ 102ⁿ� birthday
April 4 – (Saturday) A springtime free Saturday
April 22 – (Wednesday) Earth Day
May 10 – (Sunday) A springtime free Sunday
June 6 – (Saturday) National Trails Day
June 13 – (Saturday) National Get Outdoors Day
August 25 – (Tuesday) National Park Service’s  99��  birthday
September 26 – (Saturday) National Public Lands Day
November 11 – (Wednesday) Veterans Day

Or, volunteer 24 hours in a calendar year and receive a free
Discover Pass.

Or, buy a Discover Pass from us and all the parks in the state are
free to you every day of the year! And that way, you are supporting
your state parks directly.

President: Liz Merriman
Vice President: Barb Shaw
Secretary: Steve Young
Treasurer:
Board Member: Matt Klope
Board Member: Brian Shelly

www.deceptionpassfoundation.
org

Weeds On Notice

Thanks to the very generous
ongoing work of volunteer Tim Hall,
we now have a detailed map of
nearly all our park trails with specific
GPS coordinates of some of our most
visible non-native invasives.

Himalayan blackberry, scotch
broom, spurge laurel, English ivy,
thistle, and holly have all been
marked on maps of the park,
wherever they occur within eyesight
of a trail.

Now we need hardy volunteers
to join forces and remove these
invaders before they spread their
assault further into our native
homeland.

If this sounds appealing to you,
let’s set up a date to start our charge.
How does Saturday, May 2 sound to
everyone? 9 a.m.?

If there is enough interest, we will
take on a popular trail that has lots of
problems.

Deception Pass Park
Foundation

Like, follow, and
stay current with

the Deception Pass
Park Foundation on

Facebook

Above: Section of one of several trail maps prepared by Tim Hall,
showing specific locations of a variety of weeds to be removed.
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Dugualla State Park Forest Management
Thoughts by Dr. Robert Fimbel, State Parks Ecologist

On April 23, twenty five people who were quick in
responding to the invitation will meet at the Dugualla
State Park trailhead to hike into the woods and look at
trees.

Dugualla, formerly owned and managed by the
Department of Natural Resources, was logged before it
was turned over to State Parks. As a state park now,
we want to make sure we allow the planted forest
(“plantations”) to have the best opportunity to become
an eventual old growth forest in the centuries to come.

For those who wish to learn more about these
forests but could not attend this walk, I will share as
much as I can in next month’s Current, and also offer a
forest walk in the area later in the spring or summer.

Dr. Robert Fimbel, State Parks ecologist,  shares
below some of his thoughts about the Hoypus and
Dugualla forests for us to consider in preparation of
our Forest Hike on April 23. His ideas are just that –
ideas, with no expectation of which direction to follow
for future actions. Our discussions on the hike and in
subsequent hikes and communications will help all of
us come to a good decision about the future of these
state park lands.

– Jack
_________________________________

When the SEPA document was released in
December it spoke to potential forest health
treatments at Hoypus and Dugualla.

Hoypus is no longer on the table (at least for any
mechanized actions – weed control, planting, etc.
might still be worth considering). Dugualla would
benefit from some or all of the select forest health
treatments noted above; however, in the absence of
any interventions the forest units there are likely to
continue development towards some future old
growth condition.

The implementation of near-term practices, as
noted below, would accelerate this process. We are
currently seeing potential forest health needs and
opportunities in these units, as compared to the
earlier SEPA implications (especially one statement in
particular:  “…area has been identified as being in need
of treatment” [the wording should have been “could
benefit from”]).

I believe that there are benefits in offering this
tour to point out opportunities to enhance the
Dugualla forest habitats, potentially engage volunteers
to help with these efforts (e.g., weed suppression),
and set the record straight that we got a little ahead of
ourselves when we issued the SEPA. I am also willing
to provide information to the public on our current
finds and suggested directions.

Near-term work would likely focus just on weeds
and some replanting. This might then be followed by
select cutting that the arbor crew would perform, or
possibly an outside contractor. It would also likely
occur only on some small portions of several units and
not across all parts of all units.

The primary goal for doing this latter intervention
would be to help augment the snags and CWD, release
some select individuals (especially non-Douglas fir
species), and provide a demonstration area that could
be interpreted to the public. The merits of such an
approach would need to be investigated further as in
the absence of these interventions, the stands should
still develop into something relatively healthy in the
longer-term.

 Current forest conditions in select Douglas-fir
plantations at Dugualla State Park:

1. Four units, ranging in size from a little over 9 acres
to nearly 31 acres, support Douglas-fir planted ca.
1965.

2. In three of the four units, relatively high tree densi-
ties are causing inter-tree competition that is re-
sulting in tree mortality, reductions in individual
crown size, and an overall slowing of tree
growth. Douglas-fir dominates these units, and the
fourth (noted below), with few other tree species
in the forest canopy.

3. Portions of the fourth unit also support high tree
densities; however, other parts of this unit exhibit
lower levels of inter-tree competition.  These con-
ditions appear, at least in part, to represent areas
where tree root diseases are killing off Douglas-fir
stems.
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4. There are very few seedlings, saplings, or pole size
trees in the four units. Those that do occur are pri-
marily western hemlock.

5. The four units have low numbers of snags (especial-
ly those >20” in diameter) and very low quantities
of large coarse woody debris (CWD >20” diameter).

6. All units support an understory dominated by a
dozen native shrub species and sword fern. Two
non-native woody species, English holly and spurge
laurel, are also common in areas of these
units. Total cover by this vegetation is variable and
generally low-moderate, with much of the area
covered by woody debris, moss, soil, or rock.

Potential Forest Health/Habitat Improvement

Near-term forest health interventions will increase the
structural and biological complexity of the forest
habitats compared to no interventions. Potential
interventions to consider include:

1. Snag augmentation. A possible solution to the low
number of snags is selective girdling of Douglas-fir,
especially those over 20” DBH (up to 3 or 4 per
acre or approximately 20-25% of the trees in this
diameter class).

2. CWD augmentation.  Similarly, selective falling of
Douglas-fir to a maximum of around 20 per acre
would bring the CWD numbers to a number closer
to what is typically found in mid-successional,
mixed conifer forests in western Washington. Ideal-
ly these would all be over 20” DBH, but the stands
cannot currently support cutting to that level.

3. Species augmentation.  Introduction of shade-toler-
ant western hemlock and western red cedar at a
rate of ***TBD***/acre would help to augment
future canopy diversity while increasing forest resil-
ience to laminated root rot. In select locations, Sit-

ka spruce (moist
areas that appear
free of root dis-
ease) and the
moderately toler-
ant big-leaf maple,
might also be in-
troduced into the
sites.

4. Suppression of
non-native species,
with a focus on
English holly,
spurge laurel, and
Scotch broom and
Himalayan black-
berries along road-
ways.

5. Experimental
thinning to
enhance
development of
residual trees,
release of few
existing

hardwoods in the over-mid story, augment CWD and
snags, and provide additional light on the forest floor
for planted seedlings and existing shrubs and forbs.

[Note: the map above says “Hoypus South Unit”, but
should say Dugualla State Park instead. The picture
shows the west central portion of the park. The yellow
lines delineate recent forest plantings.]
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By Carly Rhodes
AmeriCorps Intern

We have driven across it, most of us have
walked upon it, lots of us have taken

pictures of it, but what do we really know about this
icon of the Pacific Northwest?

 It is often referred to as “The Bridge” even
though it is actually two. Most will know what you are
talking about without any other description.
Deception Pass is the most visited state park in
Washington and there is no doubt that the bridge is
one reason why.

It is a photographer's dream and an acrophobic
person’s nightmare. Cars fill the parking lot and side
of the road every weekend or whenever the sun
shines. People cautiously walk the bridge while cars
rush past. People stop to look down at the swirly
waters and to snap their pictures.

Deception Pass State Park is spread out over
4,134 acres, more than six square miles. The park has
saltwater and freshwater shorelines, three lakes,

rugged cliffs, turbulent waters, breath taking views,
old growth forests, lots of wildlife, sand dunes, all
spread over 10 islands , and yet “The Bridge” is what
draws many of our visitors in. I often wonder about all

those people -- do they ever venture beyond the
bridge, or at least learn the history of it?

A lot goes into taking care of this 81 year old
bridge. It is treasure in the community with a rich
history. This beautiful piece of architecture was years
in the making. It stated with the idea by Captain
George Morse, who said after sailing though those
crazy waters, “one day we will have a bridge across
this pass with Pass Island as a center support." Fifty
years later his dream came true.

Construction began in August of 1934 by the
Wallace Bridge and Structural Company of Seattle.
They provided 460 tons of steel for the 511 foot canoe
pass arch and 1130 tons for the 976 foot Deception
Pass span. The cost of the bridge during the New Deal
era was $484,000 which was made possible by the
federal Public Works Administration and local county
funds.

On July 31��, 1935 the bridge was completed and
dedicated. On that day, 700 cars traveled over the
bridges. Today, about 20,000 cars cross them daily.

The bridge, from water to roadway, is about 180
feet, depending on the tide.
The width is 28 feet  including
six feet of walkway, and the
bridge totals 1487 feet in
length.

The bridge is currently
going through its bi-annual
checkup and cleaning. From
March 31�� to April 10��
Monday through Thursday
9am-2pm, we can all expect up
to 20 minute delays when
trying to cross. In the grand
scheme of things, I much
rather wait 20 minutes than
travel over an unsafe bridge.
During this time maintenance
crews will be using under-
bridge inspection trucks to
clean and inspect the structure.
Additionally, WSDOT will be

teaming up with the city of Oak Harbor to inspect
waterlines attached to the bridges during the closures.

WSDOT will also be repaving the bridges this
summer and inspecting the asphalt, requiring full

The Connection
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closures of the bridge for several nights, from 7:30
p.m. to 5:30 a.m.. Specific dates are still to come.

The bridge physically connects Whidbey, Pass and
Fidalgo Islands, but more than that, is has connected
our communities. The bridge has been beneficial to so
many people, businesses, and definitely to the park. It
opens up recreational opportunities and unites the
counties.

Besides being a beautiful piece of architecture or
a convenient way to get to work, it is historical
landmark and a treasured part of our lives.

Further Resources:
http://www.whidbeycamanoislands.com/thingsto

do/heritage/deception_pass/

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/News/2015/03/Decept
ionPassBridgeCleaning.htm

Photo above: crowd at the bridge on July 31, 1935,
for the dedication and grand opening.

Hope Island: April 26??

Set aside the date for our annual Hope Island
State Park scotch broom pull:

April 26, from 9 a.m. to  11 a.m.
Meet at the Cornet Bay Marina. We are still

working out details for a boat large enough to get
out there, but we hope that we will have the
resources we need.

I will send out a confirmation email as soon as
we can confirm the necessary boat  transportation
to the island, and back….

AmeriCorps Makes a
Difference

Not only is Deception Pass State Park
blessed by having an AmeriCorps

interpretive intern here, to help us protect our
tidepools, interpret our marine life, develop and
present evening programs, research our history and
share our stories, but we are also blessed by other
AmeriCorps volunteers who help here occasionally
as well.

One such group is from King County, where
coordinator Pat Porter has provided nearly a dozen
AmeriCorps volunteers for the past three years to
help us make the park a better place.

This year, they painted two remodeled cabins
at our retreat center and pulled a large patch of
English ivy at Rosario.

In exchange, they get to enjoy a weekend at
the park while they work.

We are amazed by how much they are able to
get done in such a short amount of time.

Thank you AmeriCorps, thank you Pat Porter,
and thank you King County AmeriCorps volunteers!
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Coming Park Events
April 11: Lion’s Clubs volunteer day

April 26: Hope Island Scotch Broom pull,
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. (tentative)

June 6: Trails Day.
Various SWITMO projects around park

June 6: Marathon and Half Marathon, part of the
Bellingham Trail Running series. Full marathon starts
at West Beach. Half marathon starts at Cornet Bay.
For more information check out
http://www.bellinghamtrail.com/p/deception-pass-
half.html

July 4, 11, 18, 25: Arts in the Parks concerts
July 4:
July 11:
July 18:
July 25:The Onlies (http://www.theonlies.com/), a
really great young trio out of Seattle, each an only
child. They’ve known each other since age 3 and are
now juniors in high school. They grew up in the
traditional music scene in Seattle, and everyone is
going to love ‘em. Original and traditional fiddle tunes
from Scotland, Ireland, and the Americas.

September: Cornet Bay and Bowman Bay
beach restoration projects

December 6: Deception Pass Dash kayak race

December 12, 13: Rainshadow Running
25k and 50k races

Guided Walk: What Introduced Plants & Grasses Are
Doing Along the Trail
Date: Saturday, May 2nd; Time: 12 to 2 pm
Fidalgo Bay RV Resort, 701 Fidalgo Bay Rd, Anacortes

Few of the plants along the trail were here before
early Europeans arrived, and others were
originally introduced and cultivated by native people.
Plant expert, Dr. Mary Rose will explore the
interactions of the introduced plants, how humans
have used them and how together they have changed
the landscape. Walks take place on a flat paved
handicapped accessible trail. For complete program
details, visit www.skagitbeaches.org

Guided Walk: From Small to Tall - Native Plants of
the Fidalgo Shoreline
Date: Thursday, May 21st; Time: 10:30 am to 12 pm
Fidalgo Bay RV Resort, 701 Fidalgo Bay Rd, Anacortes

Many native plants - from SMALL flowering perennials
to TALL evergreen and deciduous trees - are leafing
out or blooming during May to make identification
easy. This walk led by native plant naturalists will also
highlight the interesting ways that the native plants
and the animals that share the shore habitat depend
on each other. The walk is suitable for children,
Anacortes residents and visitors alike. Walks take
place on a flat paved handicapped accessible trail. For
complete program details, visit
www.skagitbeaches.org

Saturday Discovery Stations: Look for Docents at
Discovery Points along the trail
Designated Saturdays: May 9, May 23, June 13, June
27, July 25 and Aug 15
Time: 11:00 am – 1:00 PM
Walkers, bikers and other visitors along the Tommy
Thompson Trail will have an opportunity to discover
some of the Anacortes Shoreline wonders with
assistance from Trail Tales docents at one of the

“Discovery Points” along the trail. If you like to hear
stories instead of reading the signs, or if you enjoy
hands-on learning, take to the trail and look for
docents on the Saturdays listed and discover
something new!

Friends of Skagit Beaches & Trail Tales
Guided Walks and Special Events
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Volcanoes, Under Water Hot Springs,
and Life in the Extreme

Friday, April 10, 2015,  7-8:30p.m
Some of the most exciting discoveries of the past decade
came from studying submarine volcanoes and the
relationships between the gas rich fluids they release and
the life that thrives in these extreme, high temperature,
deep-sea environments. The most advanced underwater
volcanic observatory in the world was recently installed
off the coast of Oregon and now streams real-time data
back to shore from one of the most active hydrothermal
systems on earth. Come hear Dr. Deborah Kelley, School
of Oceanography, UW, talk about the new worlds and
insights revealed by this technology and well as what it is
like to dive 12,000 feet below the ocean in the 3-person
submersible named Alvin.
NW Educational  Service Dist. Building, 1601 R Ave.,
Anacortes. Lectures are free and open to the
public. Sponsored by Friends of Skagit Beaches
http://skagitbeaches.org.  For more information contact:
Matt Kerschbaum, cherrytree2@comcast.net.

FIDALGO SHORELINE ACADEMY
Saturday, April 11th,  9 am to 4 pm
Fidalgo Bay RV Resort, 701 Fidalgo Bay Rd, Anacortes

At this One Day University for everyone, choose from a
variety of presentations about current issues facing our
marine environment, Salish Sea ecosystems and culture.
This year’s Keynote speaker is Dr. Joe Gaydos speaking
about his work as the Senior Wildlife Veterinarian and
Chief Scientist for SeaDoc Society, New this year! Sharing
Shorelines -Trail Tales volunteers and local experts will
provide unique sessions with ideas & hands-on
demonstrations to inspire the naturalist in you!  Teachers –
continuing education clock hours available. For complete
program details visit www.skagitbeaches.org and register
online at
www.fidalgoshorelineacademy2015.eventbrite.com.

Spring Plants Walk Schedule
Washington Native Plant Society and the
Anacortes Parks and Recreation Department:

10 a.m. to noon, usually

April 14 – Anacortes Community Forest Lands. Meet
at the west end of 29th Street off of D Avenue by
the green water tower. Woods and open meadows,
maybe some pond edges. Some hills, moderate.

April 21 – Bowman Bay at Deception Pass State Park.
Meet in the Bowman Bay parking lot across from
Pass Lake on the north side of the bridge (be sure to
have your Discover Pass). Park near the pier. Beach,
woods and rocky headland. Some hills. Celebrate
Earth Day in the woods. Moderate.

April 28 – Goose Rock in Deception Pass State Park.
Meet in the parking lot at the south end of the
bridge. (Be sure to have your Discover Pass). Woods
and open bluffs full of spring flowers. Some hills.
Moderate.

May 5 – Sharpe County Park. Entrance is off Rosario
Road just south of Sharpe Road. Pond, woods rich
with mosses and lichens and open bluffs. Easy.
Moderate if we go to the bluffs.

May 12 – Washington Park. A return visit. The park
should be in full bloom.

May 19 – Kettleholes on Whidbey Island and Fort
Ebey Bluff. Spectacular show of native rhodies. Meet
at 9:00 at the SKAT Park and Ride off SR20 at March
Point Road to car pool or at 10:00 at the trail head at
the entrance to Fort Ebey State Park. (Be sure to
have your Discover Pass).  Limited parking. Easy.
Bring lunch to enjoy on the bluff.

May 26 – Cranberry Lake in Deception Pass State
Park. Meet near the vending stands and restrooms
on the west side of the lake. (Be sure to have your
Discover Pass). Backshore, dunes and other habitat.
Easy. Bring a lunch to enjoy later on the beach.

Information – Call Ann, 360-293-3044 or Susan, 360-
659-8792 or 360-333-7437
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EARTH DAY LECTURES
(Every day is earth day)
Tuesday, April 21, 2015, 7 pm

Too Much Love? Is Feeding Deer and other Wildlife
Doing More Harm Than Good?

Talk by Ruth Milner, the WDFW District Wildlife Biolo-
gist for Island County, joined by staff from the WDFW
Wildlife Conflict and Enforcement Programs. There
will be plenty of time for Q&A and refreshments will
be served. Sponsored by the Town of Coupeville and
Pacific Rim Institute. Free admission; at Coupeville
Rec Hall, Coupeville.  www.pacificriminstitute.org or
(360) 678 - 5586

Wednesday, April 22, 2015, 7 pm

Making Polluters Pay- The Carbon Tax Option

Universalist Unitarian Congregation of Whidbey Is-
land
20103 Highway 525, 2 miles north of Freeland

Should the fossil fuel industry continue to pollute for
free as we absorb the horrific costs? Cap and Trade?
Fee and Dividend? Economist, comedian and author
Yoram Bauman Ph.D. will, with humor, sort it all out
for us as only he can. Your are not advised to drink
milk during his presentation.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9oyguP4nLv0e

For more info, contact Gary Piazzon at
piazzon@comcast.net or visit www.uucwi.org

Friday, April 24, 2015, 7 pm

The Climate Monologues

Universalist Unitarian Congregation of Whidbey Is-
land
20103 Highway 525, 2 miles north of Freeland

Climate Destabilization will unfairly target the most
vulnerable and least responsible. In this one woman
musical Orcas Island's Sharon Abreau will, with cre-
ativity and grace, tell the stories of real people im-
pacted by it. It has been performed nationally and
most recently as part of the UUU's Climate Action
Week. http://climatemonologues.com/

For more info, contact Gary Piazzon at
piazzon@comcast.net or visit www.uucwi.org

Saturday, April 25, 2015
Talks at the Earth Day Festival

1 pm: Native trees and plants nature walk with Kevin
Zobrist, WSU Island County Extension forestry spe-
cialist. Afterward, Zobrist will be available to sign
copies of his new book, Native Trees of Western
Washington.

2 pm: Chemistry CO2: Ocean Acidification with Rick
Baker of Whidbey Watershed Stewards. Has it been
a while since you had chemistry in high school? Need
a quick review of some of the basic chemistry associ-
ated with ocean acidification and climate change?
Learn the basic chemistry you need to navigate in
this world of ocean acidification and climate change.

4 pm: Keynote with Kristin Ohlson, author of The Soil
Will Save Us: How Scientists, Farmers, and Foodies
Are Healing the Soil to Save the Planet, followed by
book signing. The Soil Will Save Us is a finalist for the
2015 Oregon Book Awards. Kristin Ohlson is the
granddaughter of farmers and the daughter of avid
gardeners. Her work has appeared in the New York
Times, Christian Science Monitor, Salon, Discover,
and elsewhere.

Sunday, April 26, 2015, 9:15 - 10:15 am

5-week Environmental Forum on PBS's Earth: A New
Wild

at St. Augustine's Episcopal Church
5217 Honeymoon Bay Road, Freeland

St. Augustine's Episcopal Church presents a five-part
environmental series, beginning Sunday, April 26
through Sunday, May 24, 9:15 - 10:15 am. It features
the critically acclaimed PBS special film titled "Earth-
A New Wild." Narrated by Dr. M. Sanjayan, a world
renowned biologist and conservationist. The film
takes  a whirlwind tour of the planet, focusing on the
changing, interdependent relationship between wild-
life and humans.  we can all bear witness to how the
future of humans is inextricably tied to the welfare
of every living thing on this planet. For more informa-
tion, contact tbrookes@whidbey.com

http://www.whidbeyearthday.org
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Governor’s budget: As you know, the
Commission has expressed gratitude for the
Governor’s support and leadership in proposing $39
million total public funding support ($29 million
General Fund plus $10 million litter tax) for State
Parks. This covers the cost of current services moving
forward and makes a modest investment in additional
staff and programs. The Governor’s proposal is less
than the Commission’s request of $64 million, but his
budget provides enough support to stabilize the park
system and get us moving in the right direction.

House budget: The Chair of the House
Appropriations Committee followed the Governor’s
lead and announced a budget that provides $39
million in tax support for State Parks.

Senate budget: The Chairman of the Senate
Ways and Means Committee has introduced a budget
that is very concerning.  The proposal provides $15
million in total public funding support for State Parks.
This is a $24 million difference from the Governor and
House proposals, which each provide $39 million.
The Senate’s proposed level of funding would mean
no new investment in agency programs or staffing
and would require the agency to downsize
significantly. To give you an idea of the magnitude of
downsizing the Senate proposal represents, it would
be the equivalent of more than 100 employees. This
level of reduction would have serious impacts on our
operations statewide and would undermine the
services and operations that generate revenues to
support the park system and our state’s economy.
The Senate Committee Chair’s budget proposal –
unlike the Governor and House proposals – calls for a
continued movement toward zero public tax support.

Commission Chair Pat Lantz testified to the
Senate yesterday. She told the Senate the
Commission remains clear that zero public tax
support is an undesirable goal and noted that no
comparable park system in the country has been able
to achieve a “zero public funds” budget. During the

testimony, the Commission chair asked the Senate to
provide a minimum of $39 million in public tax
support in 2015-17 and to think about the long-term
implications of their budget in providing continued
support for the future.

 We want to keep you informed, but we don’t
want to create unnecessary anxiety. Even though the
Senate budget looks grim, I would like all of you to
keep in mind that the Governor already has gone on
record to say the Senate budget “does not
adequately fund State Parks.”  There is still a long way
to go in this budget process. Once the House and
Senate pass their versions of the budget, they will
form a conference committee to negotiate and agree
upon a final 2015-17 state operating budget to
submit to the Governor for signature.

 Also, please know that the Commission and I,
along with other staff, partners and stakeholders, will
work tirelessly to advocate for adequate funding. I
remain optimistic about our budget, and I feel proud
knowing that, even in times of uncertainty, you
continue to do a great job. I appreciate your
dedication and hard work.

A note about the capital budgets: The Governor’s
budget funds most of the Commission’s capital
request. The House capital budget provides a level of
funding similar to our current capital budget. The
Senate capital budget is expected to be announced in
coming days.

State Parks and the Coming State Budget
By Don Hoch, Director, Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission
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This monthly update is sent to folks
who have expressed an interest in
keeping in touch with what is
happening or in the planning stages at
Deception Pass State Park.

We are grateful to have you
welcome us into your inbox.

If you are not interested in receiving
these monthly updates, please reply to
this message and let me know. We have
no intention of sending emails that you
do not wish to receive.

If you wish to communicate at
anytime with me or other park staff,
please email, call, or visit us. This park is
your park.

Park Manager
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-675-3767 ext. 26
jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ©

Deception Pass State Park
Staff:

Rick Blank, Asst. Manager
Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Rick Colombo, Park Aide
Doug DeYoung, Park Aide
Todd Harris, Sr. Park Aide
Jack Hartt, Park Manager
Jeri Lancaster, Office Asst.
Mark Lunz, Maintenance
Carly Rhodes, Interp.Intern
Bill Ruh, Sr. Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Jason Stapert, Ranger
John Whittet, Ranger
Marv Wold, Maintenance

Parks are Forever

As I age, the concept of time passing by becomes more of a
constant experience rather than a theoretical potential.

When this photo was taken, in the early 1950s, this CCC shelter on the
east shore of Cranberry Lake was just fifteen or twenty years old. The
shake roof still looks clean and sharp.

The young man helping sweep the shelter is Roger Christensen, the
son of the park manager at the time, Johannes Christensen. Even then, the
park needed extra volunteers, and found one right in the park manager's
household!

I was born about the time that Roger was sweeping this shelter.
A few years ago, I had the privilege to work with another generous

donor, Ted Lagreid, who provided the funds to restore this shelter, now
sporting new posts and a new roof, eighty years after it was built.

This month’s issue talks about Dugualla State Park, where our
decisions today may affect the creation of an old growth forest centuries
from now. Centuries! Because parks are forever, we can plan centuries in
advance. That is a concept far beyond my lifetime.

The work we do today makes a difference for tomorrow. It may be
something as simple as cleaning a shelter for the next user group to enjoy.
It may be clearing trails, or removing invasive weeds, or re-building a
shelter for the next fifty years, or a forest for the next millenium.

Whatever it may be, our investment today will be appreciated now
and in the future., centuries from now.

So sweep on! And take a picture, and share the love, because time
sweeps on as well. The park, the memories, and the investment remain.


