
They are still busy as... Our
Cranberry shoreline continues to
be modified by local beavers. This
tree was felled by their lumber and
kitchen crew a couple weeks ago
on the north shore of the lake,
next to the road, just west of the
campground entrance.

The branches show where
they had breakfast, and the rest of
the tree remains accessible now
for future food. If you are patient
in the morning or evening time,
you can likely see them swimming
along this shoreline.

You probably have noticed that
the lake level fluctuates each year,
rising in winter and dropping in
summer. Our busy beavers do
what they can to keep it high,
building a dam across the outlet
culvert at the south end of the lake.

 Park staff have to keep just as
busy removing the dam and debris
from the outlet, or the lake will
back up into the parking lot at the
West Beach area. This time of year,
this is a weekly or even twice
weekly task.

This is a lively park!

Dugualla Forest
Hike Update:

Our forest walk to Dugualla
State Park has been re-scheduled
for March 26, at 12:30, at the east
end of Sleeper Road.

Please, once again let me know
if you are available and interested
in attending. We will take the first
25 to sign up so that we don't
overwhelm the forested areas we
visit with human foot traffic.

Email me your intentions and I
will add you to the list.

With a couple of forest
scientists, we will look at the
former tree farm areas in what is
now state park land at Dugualla,
and discuss the options that we
have to best manage these areas
for long-term forest health and
diversity.

I apologize that the original
hike date last month had to be
postponed due to unforeseen
conflicts in the schedule of one of
our hike leaders.

Deception Pass State Park

A monthly newsletter for the park’s friends and neighbors

Tree Harvesting,
Naturally

An alder dropped by a beaver along the north shore of Cranberry
Lake. Life goes on all around us!
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By Carly Rhodes
AmeriCorps Intern

A round the park I have seen many flowers
starting to bloom. I have seen flowering red current at
West Beach, Indian Plum outside the park office,
cherry blossoms at Kukutali, and the more I look the
more I find. Spring may not officially start till March
20 but I think it is safe to say it has come early.

A few daffodils are blooming in my yard. Where I
am from, this usually does not happen this early in the
year. It seems that the Pacific Northwest has skipped
over winter and is heading straight into spring.

When I was growing up there was a spot in our
yard where a few clusters of daffodils would always
grow. When those daffodils started to bloom that is
when I knew spring was finally here. It meant no more
snow or freezing temperatures and I could go outside
again.

Daffodils have always held a special place in my
heart and I am sure it is the same for many, just
maybe without the snow and freezing temperatures
association.

Besides signifying the start of spring, daffodils also
have an interesting history, myths, and fun facts
associated with them. I stumbled upon a list about
daffodils and I wanted to share a few of my favorites:

1. Poultry keepers thought the flower to be
unlucky and disallowed it in their homes, as
they believed it would stop their hens from
laying eggs.

2. Scientists have discovered narciclasine, a
natural compound found in daffodil bulbs,
may be therapeutic in treating brain cancer.

3. Daffodils contain a toxic sap which is harmful
to other flowers. When arranging in a vase
don’t mix with other flowers unless the
daffodils have been soaking in water for 24
hours. Do not recut the stems as it will re-
release the toxin.

4. The Romans believed the sap from these
flowers had special healing powers.

5. In the Victorian days, daffodils represented
chivalry. Today they represent hope.

6. In Wales, it’s said if you spot the first daffodil
of the season, your next 12 months will be
filled with wealth.

7. Chinese legend has it that if a daffodil bulb is
forced to bloom during the New Year, it will
bring good luck to your home.

8. The daffodil is the 10th wedding anniversary
flower

9. A gift of daffodils is said to ensure happiness.

10. Always remember to present daffodils in a
bunch – the same legends that associate this
cheerful flower with good fortune warn us
that when given as a single bloom, a daffodil
can foretell misfortune.

(http://3quarterstoday.com/)

Another bloom sure to catch everyone’s eye is the
cherry blossom. It is an iconic tree with many
meanings. It is has beautiful bright pink flowers and
can be spotted all over. I caught a glimpse of one
while at the Kukutali Preserve.

Not only is it a stunning plant, it also has cultural
significance. For example, in Japanese culture the
cherry blossom represents the “fragility and the
beauty of life. It is strong reminder that life is
overwhelmingly beautiful but that it is also tragically
short.” Cherry blossom trees have a powerful beauty
and it blooms for short amounts of time which is
where it gets its meaning. They normally bloom
around mid-March but this year I know some started
in January.

Beauty is Fleeting
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There are plenty of other plants blooming early
this year as well. I have spotted flowering currant, a
Northwest native. It grows along the coast from
British Columbia south to northern California. It is a
very beautiful bright colored shrub with a lovely scent.
It grows naturally but would be great in gardens for its
early spring bloom.

Another plant that is currently blooming and
giving us a glimpse into spring is the Indian Plum, or
Osoberry. I could describe it to you but I feel
nwplants.com says it best:

“Towards the end of the winter in the
Pacific northwest we begin to lose hope of ever
seeing a sunny day. Cheer has long been
drowned in the endless
rains; the cold damp has
soaked its way into the
soul. We long for a break
in the clouds that will
allow the sun to shine on
our faces.

“Then the Indian
Plum comes along with
bright green leaves and
creamy flowers – a
glimpse of spring amid
the gray. The first
deciduous native shrub
in the Pacific northwest
to flower, the Indian
Plum is prized not only
for its beauty but for the
promise it conveys of
longer days and lighter
rains.”

Throughout the winter we are itching for longer,
brighter days. Blooming flowers is that “promise” that
the beautiful spring time is arriving.

All of the flowers give us hope and bring meaning
to us in one way or another. For me, seeing flowers
bloom this early in the year is truly amazing.

There are so many different meanings and
significance spring flowers hold. It goes beyond the
simplicity of admiring a pretty flower.

There is meaning behind those fresh petals;
whether it is a sign to a young girl she can play outside
again, the promise of brighter longer days ahead, or
the reminder that life is short, fragile, but most
importantly beautiful.
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2015 State Parks Free Days:
January 1 – (Thursday) New Year’s Day
January 18 and 19 – (Sunday and Monday) Martin Luther King Jr. Day
March 19 – (Thursday) Washington State Parks’ 102ⁿ� birthday
April 4 – (Saturday) A springtime free Saturday
April 22 – (Wednesday) Earth Day
May 10 – (Sunday) A springtime free Sunday
June 6 – (Saturday) National Trails Day
June 13 – (Saturday) National Get Outdoors Day
August 25 – (Tuesday) National Park Service’s  99��  birthday
September 26 – (Saturday) National Public Lands Day
November 11 – (Wednesday) Veterans Day

Or, volunteer 24 hours in a calendar year and receive a free
Discover Pass.

Or, buy a Discover Pass from us and all the parks in the state are
free to you every day of the year! And that way, you are supporting
your state parks directly.

President: Liz Merriman
Vice President: Barb Shaw
Secretary: Steve Young
Treasurer: Estelle Johnson
Board Member: Matt Klope
Board Member: Brian Shelly

www.deceptionpassfoundation.
org

Rosario Visitor Center
Nearly Ready

A continued thank you to Julian and Jean Lee for
their perseverance and patience in getting the new
visitor center at Rosario Beach ready for the summer.
Together with a couple volunteers they encouraged to
help them, they have insulated, sheet-rocked, and
now painted most of the interior of the office space.

We hope to have this open for our Beach
Naturalists by the time low tides arrive in April, and
open to the public to get information by summer.

The waters of Deception Pass can be hazardous,
with swift currents, large and unpredictable waves,
fog, whirlpools, rocks and other challenges sometimes
leading to trouble. Kayakers, motor boaters, canoeists,
fisherfolks, swimmers, divers, and many others have
discovered this the hard way at times, and have
needed to be rescued.

Our park staff are the closest responders to the
waters of the pass. We have been out there in every
kind of condition imaginable to help those in need.

When our park boat became too old to be
trustworthy, losing the integrity of its hull in 2012, we
found a temporary replacement boat, a 17 foot
Boston Whaler from the Island County Sheriff's Office.
Then we needed a dependable motor to go with that
boat.
We are grateful to the Puget Sound Energy Foundation
for providing a $5000 grant to us to help us get that
boat back on the water. Tom and Jerry's, a local boat
service company, is providing us a new motor for our
Whaler. We hope to be back on the water this month,
available once again for that call that may come at any
time of the day or night.

Floating our Boat

Deception Pass Park
Foundation

Like, follow, and
stay current with

the Deception Pass
Park Foundation on

Facebook

Julian Lee adds primer to the new Rosario Visitor
Center walls.
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Coming Park Events

Set aside the date for our annual Hope Island
State Park scotch broom pull:

April 26, from 9 a.m. to  11 a.m.
Meet at the Cornet Bay Marina. We are still

working out details for a boat large enough to get out
there, but we hope that we will have the resources we
need.

More to come in the next Current.

March 10, 17, 24, 31, and April 18:
Beach Naturalist training classes

April 1: Bowman Bay and Forest Loop
Campgrounds open

April 26: Hope Island Scotch Broom pull,
9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

May: New cabins to Quarry Pond campground

June 6: Trails Day.
Various SWITMO projects around park

June 6: Marathon and Half Marathon, part of the
Bellingham Trail Running series. Full marathon starts
at West Beach. Half marathon starts at Cornet Bay.
For more information check out
http://www.bellinghamtrail.com/p/deception-pass-
half.html

July 4, 11, 18, 25: Arts in the Parks concerts
at our amphitheater. Details to come.

September: Cornet Bay and Bowman Bay
beach restoration projects

December 6: Deception Pass Dash kayak race

December 12, 13: Rainshadow Running
25k and 50k races

Open as of March 1
� North Beach
� Rosario
� Cornet Bay Retreat Center
� Lower Loop at Cranberry Campground

are all now open with parking lots available and
restrooms.

Bowman Bay's campground opens April 1, and the
rest of the Cranberry Campground opens in April and
May.

Nearly 30 volunteers have signed up for this
year’s Beach Naturalist classes to become docents at
Rosario Beach.

AmeriCorps intern Carly Rhodes has done a
wonderful job of developing this year’s curriculum. A
wide diversity of instructors will present over 8 hours
of material about the tidepool sciences and
educational stories.

Thank you all who are giving of your time to
become beach naturalists, and to those sharing your
knowledge to help the naturalists be comfortable
educators and park protectors.

Beach Naturalist Classes Begin
March 10

Hope Island: April 26

Park Areas Open Now
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Wednesday, March 25, 7:00-9:00

Lincoln Theater,

712 S. 1st St., Mount Vernon

Welcome the fresh air of clean energy and sweep away
the clouds of carbon pollution!  Learn how we can all
help create healthy communities, support jobs, and
move forward into a new energy future.

Speakers include::

· Anna Fahey, Senior Communications Strategist,
Sightline Institute, who'll speak on “Engaging Heart,
Soul, and Mind on Climate Change";

· Chris Davis, Gov. Inslee’s Senior Advisor on Energy
and Carbon Markets, focusing on “Clean Air, New
Jobs and Healthy Communities: Reducing Carbon
Pollution  in Washington”

· Rosalinda Guillen, Executive Director, Community
to Community Development, who'll talk about

“Local Food Systems and the Color of Climate
Justice.”

Singer/songwriter Dana Lyons will liven things up with
his humorous and heartfelt songs, and kids from the
La Conner Boys & Girls Club (who recently won a na-
tional Energy Star award) will share the puppet show
that earned them acclaim.

Free; suggested $10 donation.

New Energy for a New Day

Hummers Arriving …

…the little ones that get good gas mileage, that is.
If you do not already subscribe, may I suggest that

you consider looking at Dan Pedersen's weekly blog
about life on South Whidbey. His most recent post
looks in detail at our hummingbirds, now arriving at
Deception Pass.

http://pedersenwrites.blogspot.com/2015/02/the
-first-rufous-of-spring.html

His blog references a couple links I encourage you
to view as well. One is a 21 minute look at the details
of the Rufous and Anna's hummingbirds, a video
created by Craig and Joy Johnson on Whidbey Island.
http://www.pugetsoundbackyardbirds.com/Rufous%2
0and%20Anna%27s%20Hummingbirds%20video.html

Their homepage is at
www.pugetsoundbackyardbirds.com/index.html

Another link is to Cornell's website that talks
about what to feed hummingbirds. Since so many
people like to attract these beautiful birds to their
porches and homes, this article helps to explain how
to be helpful to them and not actually cause them
harm.

www.allaboutbirds.org/page.aspx?pid=1181

Seabird Decline Explained?

Often over-
looked, forage
fish are a key
part of the food
web, and they’re
vital to the well-
being of threat-
ened and endan-
gered birds, fish,
and marine
mammals.

A recent National Geographic article by Craig
Welch puts a spotlight on the controversy over herring
harvest, and references SeaDoc’s important paper in
Conservation Biology that showed that diving seabirds
that eat exclusively forage fish are 16 times more like-
ly to be in decline than bird species with wider diets.

Read the article at
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2015/02/1
50211-herring-decline-british-columbia-fishery-
seabirds-environment/
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Friday, February 13, 7-8:30 p.m.

A New, Safer and "Greener" Longline
Fishing Vessel: Construction is Underway at
Dakota Creek Industries

Now under construction at Dakota Creek Industries in
Anacortes is a unique, low-impact "green" boat that will
be among the most environmentally friendly and
technologically advanced fishing vessels in the world. Mr.
Kenny Down, President and CEO of Blue North, a Seattle-
based natural resources company, will tell us about the
innovative features of this new ship and how it makes
fishing safer and better for the resource and the
environment.

Northwest Educational Service Dist. Building,
1601 R Ave., Anacortes. Lectures are free and open to
the public. Sponsored by Friends of Skagit Beaches
http://skagitbeaches.org. For more information contact:
Matt Kerschbaum, cherrytree2@comcast.net

FIDALGO SHORELINE ACADEMY
Saturday, April 11th,  9 am to 4 pm
Fidalgo Bay RV Resort, 701 Fidalgo Bay Rd, Anacortes

At this One Day University for everyone, choose from a
variety of presentations about current issues facing our
marine environment, Salish Sea ecosystems and culture.
This year’s Keynote speaker is Dr. Joe Gaydos speaking
about his work as the Senior Wildlife Veterinarian and
Chief Scientist for SeaDoc Society, a science-based marine
conservation program of the UC Davis Wildlife Health
Center located on Orcas Island with a focus on designing a
healthy Salish Sea. New this year! Sharing Shorelines -
Trail Tales volunteers and local experts will provide unique
sessions with ideas & hands-on demonstrations to inspire
the naturalist in you!  Teachers – continuing education
clock hours available. For complete program details visit
www.skagitbeaches.org and register online at
www.fidalgoshorelineacademy2015.eventbrite.com.

Spring Plants Walk Schedule
Washington Native Plant Society and the
Anacortes Parks and Recreation Department:

10 a.m. to noon, usually

March 31 – Washington Park. Meet in the parking
lot by the rest room. This park is a botanical treasure
and is especially glorious in the spring. Easy.

April 7 – Rosario Head at Deception Pass State Park.
(Be sure to have your Discover Pass).  Rocky head-
land and sheltered woods. Little elevation gain. Easy.

April 14 – Anacortes Community Forest Lands. Meet
at the west end of 29th Street off of D Avenue by
the green water tower. Woods and open meadows,
maybe some pond edges. Some hills, moderate.

April 21 – Bowman Bay at Deception Pass State Park.
Meet in the Bowman Bay parking lot across from
Pass Lake on the north side of the bridge (be sure to
have your Discover Pass). Park near the pier. Beach,
woods and rocky headland. Some hills. Celebrate
Earth Day in the woods. Moderate.

April 28 – Goose Rock in Deception Pass State Park.
Meet in the parking lot at the south end of the
bridge. (Be sure to have your Discover Pass). Woods
and open bluffs full of spring flowers. Some hills.
Moderate.

May 5 – Sharpe County Park. Entrance is off Rosario
Road just south of Sharpe Road. Pond, woods rich
with mosses and lichens and open bluffs. Easy.
Moderate if we go to the bluffs.

May 12 – Washington Park. A return visit. The park
should be in full bloom.

May 19 – Kettleholes on Whidbey Island and Fort
Ebey Bluff. Spectacular show of native rhodies. Meet
at 9:00 at the SKAT Park and Ride off SR20 at March
Point Road to car pool or at 10:00 at the trail head at
the entrance to Fort Ebey State Park. (Be sure to
have your Discover Pass).  Limited parking. Easy.
Bring lunch to enjoy on the bluff.

May 26 – Cranberry Lake in Deception Pass State
Park. Meet near the vending stands and restrooms
on the west side of the lake. (Be sure to have your
Discover Pass). Backshore, dunes and other habitat.
Easy. Bring a lunch to enjoy later on the beach.

Information – Call Ann, 360-293-3044 or Susan, 360-
659-8792 or 360-333-7437
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This monthly update is sent to folks
who have expressed an interest in
keeping in touch with what is
happening or in the planning stages at
Deception Pass State Park.

We are grateful to have you
welcome us into your inbox.

If you are not interested in receiving
these monthly updates, please reply to
this message and let me know. We have
no intention of sending emails that you
do not wish to receive.

If you wish to communicate at
anytime with me or other park staff,
please email, call, or visit us. This park is
your park.

Park Manager
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-675-3767 ext. 26
jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ©

Deception Pass State Park
Staff:

Rick Blank, Asst. Manager
Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Rick Colombo, Park Aide
Doug DeYoung, Park Aide
Todd Harris, Sr. Park Aide
Jack Hartt, Park Manager
Jeri Lancaster, Office Asst.
Mark Lunz, Maintenance
Carly Rhodes, Interp.Intern
Bill Ruh, Sr. Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Jason Stapert, Ranger
John Whittet, Ranger
Marv Wold, Maintenance

A winter's day

Early this morning, I awoke to see a crystal clear sunrise over
Pass Lake. The water mirrored the blue sky, reflecting the shoreline
forest tree for tree, branch for branch, almost needle for needle. All
was still.

as I drove to work an hour later, ripples filled the lake, as a chill
wind blew out of the north. By midday, I talked to fly fishing folks
who had been on the water much of the day, and were now chilled
to the bone, happy but cold. All day long the wind blew, waves
crossing the lake in a steady march. My fingers never warmed up.

My day, and it seems our world and planet, can go from silver
serenity to shattering storm in no time at all, with no warning,
although there are warnings if we know where to look. My day gets
busy and hurried and filled with  a whirlwind of budgets and
schedules and projects and needs and worries. But in the back of my
mind is that still , serene morning lake.

This evening, the trees are turning golden with the setting sun.
The lake is turning golden, and each wave of the day is dying, one by
one, leaving a placid chalice before me as the shadows lengthen and
the moon rises. The stars soon come singing, and the worries fade
away in the music of the spheres.

As I watched the evening come, I reflected on the activity of the
day. My meditation was of the beauty of this park and this planet, of
the people who share it as home with me, who work hard for peace
and beauty and shared understandings of our place in the world.

In the end,
we celebrate
what is good, and
find joy in the
gifts we each
receive every day.

Thank you for
being one of
those gifts.


