
My goal is to be as
transparent as possible with
everyone about what I know is
going on at Deception Pass State
Park.

This is your park. It belongs to
all citizens, and I want you all fully
informed of any proposed changes
to the park so that you can share
your insights and feelings about
such proposals, long before any
plans become a reality.

We were all blindsided late
last month when we read of a

“Determination of Non-Significance”
and a request for comments for a
proposed thinning project in the
forests at Hoypus Hill and Dugualla

State Park, both a part of
Deception Pass State Park.

None of us at the park or our
region office knew about any such
proposal.

After a couple calls and emails,
we found out that our agency
wanted to consider some tree-
thinning in these forests in order
to work towards our goal of
eventually seeing old-growth
forests in previously logged areas.

Both Hoypus Hill and Dugualla
became part of this state park just
over twenty years ago, after being
logged by the Department of
Natural Resources in the Thirties.
They were planted at that time
with Douglas fir trees. These now

look like an 80-year old tree
plantation, with uniform trees and
a monoculture of salal underneath.

It is true, small pockets of the
forests in these two areas are not
as diverse and healthy as the rest
of Deception Pass State Park.

But we were all thrown by the
appearance of proposals that were
not yet even studied, let alone
given full public exposure and
vetting for consideration of all
alternatives, including the
alternative of leaving these areas
alone, even if they aren’t as
natural as they could be.

I have now had a chance to
talk with the scientists who are
looking at these ideas. They
apologized to me for surprising us
all. I have also had the chance to
chat with several of you about
how you felt let down, betrayed,
ignored, left in the dark, bypassed,
and any of several other phrases I
heard. You are right; it should not
have been advertised that way
without notifying and getting input
from everyone first, including me.
That is how I felt as well.

So here we are. We are
starting over with ideas and
discussions, involving everyone at
the beginning.

The science about restoring
old growth forests is not clear-cut,
so to speak, nor is there
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agreement about how it can be
done or even if it should be done.

I have proposed to our agency
that we have a public field trip into
these two forests in the very near

future, look at what is being talked
about, listen to various people who
have knowledge of forest
management, and then find
agreeable options that educated
citizens can consider. You are all
invited into this process as much as
you wish to be involved.

Having explored these areas
and having listened to many
experts walking through the woods
with me, I have some opinions
about what options I prefer.

But my strongest opinion is
that nothing will happen without all
of you knowing about it first, then
having opportunities to be further
informed about on-site details, and
then being able to share your
thoughts as well to help us make
decisions.

Is anyone interested in walking
through these areas with me
during the last week of February?

I will confirm a date by mid-
February and share that with
everyone in the Current newsletter.

This is your park, these are
your forests, and I will always strive
to be worthy of your trust.

Thank you for the love and care
that you have for this park that I
continually see demonstrated in so
many ways. You all inspire me.
____________________________

Seastar Update:

Our local diver and sea-star
investigator, Jan Kocian, returned
here a couple weeks ago to again
check on our underwater life in
Deception Pass. Here is his report:

“I did my monthly sea star
survey at the pass on Thursday. The
number of sea stars is still small,
but at least I did not see any
wasting, so hopefully we are finally
turning a corner on the wasting
syndrome.

“However, I found some of the
Red sea cucumbers with unusual

"blisters" and so far nobody has an
explanation what they represent. I
contacted some of the experts in
the field and so far, nobody has
ever seen anything like this.

“David Pawson, Emeritus Senior
Scientist from Smithsonian,
wonders if it is indeed a
manifestation of some sort of
disease? He is sending the photos
to other cucumber specialists, so
hopefully somebody will have an
explanation.”

Jan’s photos and illustrations
show it all in vivid beauty and a
little humor.

…Your Park, Your Forests, Your Trust (cont.)

Scientists from the U. S. Forest
Service and the University of
Washington use a core sample to
determine the age of a tree at
Hoypus Hill.
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2015 State Parks Free Days:
January 1 – (Thursday) New Year’s Day
January 18 and 19 – (Sunday and Monday) Martin Luther King Jr. Day
March 19 – (Thursday) Washington State Parks’ 102ⁿ� birthday
April 4 – (Saturday) A springtime free Saturday
April 22 – (Wednesday) Earth Day
May 10 – (Sunday) A springtime free Sunday
June 6 – (Saturday) National Trails Day
June 13 – (Saturday) National Get Outdoors Day
August 25 – (Tuesday) National Park Service’s  99��  birthday
September 26 – (Saturday) National Public Lands Day
November 11 – (Wednesday) Veterans Day

Or, volunteer 24 hours in a calendar year and receive a free
Discover Pass.

Or, buy a Discover Pass from us and all the parks in the state are
free to you every day of the year! And that way, you are supporting
your state parks directly.

President: Liz Merriman
Vice President: Barb Shaw
Secretary: Steve Young
Treasurer: Estelle Johnson
Board Member: Matt Klope
Board Member: Brian Shelly

www.deceptionpassfoundation.
org

A Week Without
the Bridge

Want to know what it will
be like to have no Deception Pass
bridge? In the summer?

We are going to find out this
July or August, when the
Department of Transportation
CLOSES the Deception Pass bridge
from 7:30 p.m. to 5:30 a.m.,
Sunday evening through Friday
morning, for one week, and
hopefully no longer than that.

Closed.
No one crossing the bridge for

ten hours.
They will be doing several miles

of paving this summer, grinding up
the old asphalt of Highway 20 and
replacing it with a new surface.

The highway surface here
definitely needs resurfacing. DOT
needs warm and dry weather to do
their paving, so summertime it is.

The project will last up to 90
days, and will involve single lane

closures between Sharpe’s Corner
on Fidalgo to Frostad Road on
Whidbey Island.

The only way to re-pave the
bridge, however, because it is
narrow, is to close it down
completely. Imagine our typical
traffic across the bridge at 7:29 p.m.
on a summer evening. Imagine you
being on the wrong side of the
bridge at 7:31 that evening.

Imagine your consternation if
you are a camper with your spouse
and kids, coming from Bellingham
or Vancouver expecting to cross
the bridge to get to your campsite
that evening. Or
imagine that there is
a broken water line
in the park that night,
on the other side of
the bridge from
where our
maintenance staff
live. Or a lost hiker
at 9 in the evening,
with our rangers on
the wrong side.

We are making contingency
plans.

When we know exactly which
week it will be, we will let you
know. I expect it will be towards
the end of July or the first couple
weeks of August, but many factors
will move the schedule around.

It is a useful bridge that we
take for granted.

That will change for one week
this summer.

DOT website information:
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects
/sr20/frostadsharpespaving/

Deception Pass Park
Foundation

Like, follow, and
stay current with

the Deception Pass
Park Foundation on

Facebook
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Help Wanted: Part-Time Temporary Wildlife Work Available

SWITMO was back in the park
this January to continue to improve
our trails.

On January 10, a dozen
members of the Skagit Whatcom
Island Trail Maintaining
Organization invested a Saturday
morning with us to fix up part of
the trail along the east edge of
Cranberry Lake. T

This section is prone to flooding
when the lake rises in winter, like
right now.

Switmo folks opened up the
trail, adding drains to get water off
the trails, and added a couple yards
of gravel to the muddier areas to
keep your feet dry.

We have funding to pay someone to spend a
couple hundred hours this spring helping us manage
wildlife and safeguarding the health of our swim
beach. Or to say it more plainly, to scare geese away.

The past three years have seen exponential
growth in the numbers of Canada geese in the park.
We had to close Cranberry Lake for much of the
summer in 2012, and only avoided that fate again the
past two years because of diligent efforts to frighten
the geese away from our busiest use areas.

The waste from the geese may also be
contributing to the growth of cyanobacteria that
closed the lake this past summer.

The United States Fish and Wildlife Department
has approved low-key hazing methods here because
they know that the health of the lake and the health
of our visitors is at risk from the unnatural sizes of the
flocks of geese. If the geese know that they are not
welcome here in such large numbers, they will
hopefully get the idea that it will be easier to raise
their families somewhere else.

We are able to pay someone this year to come in
on a limited but regular basis for the next few months
to make sure the geese stay away from the Cranberry

beach and the Cornet Bay Retreat Center. The fun
part? You can use a radio-controlled boat that we
have been given to encourage the geese to go
somewhere else.

You are also welcome to bring any leashed pet
you may have that will make the geese want to move
on, or any other legal and appropriate method that
we agree upon.

We pay just a little over minimum wage, with no
benefits, for up to 200 hours between March and
June. We hope the person we hire can be here two or
three hours a day, several days each week, especially
in the early mornings and in evenings. Give me a call if
you want more information or if this may be of
interest to you.

Gene Earnest pulls
gravel out of the
trail-toter as Doug
Shepherd and Steve
look on.

Tread on This Instead
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The Washington State Recreation and
Conservation Office (RCO) is a clearing house for
managing millions of dollars in state revenues for
recreation and conservation purposes.

Deception Pass State Park has received many
grants through the RCO for purchasing land and
improving park facilities. We hope to get more next
year for replacing our aging Cornet Bay piers and
floats with environmentally sustainable materials, and
this year to restore the Bowman Bay beach.

They recently completed a study of the impact of
recreation on the economy of our state. Their
summary points:

Washington’s outdoor recreation is
a driving force for the state’s economy,
creating jobs and building rural
businesses. It also is a way of life in the
Pacific Northwest.

Washingtonians Love to Be
Outside

Washingtonians participate in
outdoor recreation more than 445
million days each year, or on average,
we spend 56 days a year recreating
outdoors.

Of all the places there are to go,
local parks are the most visited.

What do we do?
The five most popular recreational

activities (those with the greatest
participation) are
1) walking,
2) running and jogging,
3) wildlife viewing and photography,
4) bicycle riding, and
5) playground use.

Where are we spending the most?
Each year, Washingtonians and visitors spend

$21.6 billion on outdoor recreation, supporting many
different businesses, such as gear and equipment (42
percent), gas and oil (13 percent), grocery stores (9
percent), food and beverage services (10 percent), and
lodging (7 percent).

When looking at the amount of money spent by
land type, outdoor enthusiasts spend the most when
they are recreating on the water, especially when
using motorized boats. Ranking second in most
expenditures were special events such as sports
tournaments and races, which generally involve fees
and overnight stays, and occur on all land types.

Ranking third was recreation on private lands, which
includes more costly recreation activities such as golf,
skiing, hunting, and off-road vehicle riding. When
looking at spending by individual types of activities,
people spend the most money on wildlife viewing and
photography, motorized boating, bicycling, picnicking,
and horseback riding.

Economic Benefits of Outdoor Recreation
in Washington:
THE PERFECT INVESTMENT IN PLAIN SIGHT

$21.6 BILLION spent annually on recreation trips and
        equipment

199,000 direct and indirect jobs supported by
       recreation in Washington. (The tech industry
       only has 191,000 in  Washington)

$2 BILLION state and local taxes collected from
       recreation expenditures

$4.6 BILLION spent by out of state visitors.
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Other Benefits of Outdoor
Recreation
Outdoor recreation not only creates
jobs and builds businesses, it cuts
health care costs, brings families
closer together, helps kids learn in
school, and protects the
environment.
To quantify some of the non-market
values, the report looked at the
value of ecosystem services
provided by the trees, water, and
animals found on public recreation
lands

–clean water, habitat for wildlife,
aesthetic beauty, and enhanced
recreational experiences. The
combined value of these non-
market benefits is between $134
billion and $248 billion a year.
Supporting Rural Economies

Recreation markets play an
important role in connecting urban
and rural communities. The
recreation market is one of the
largest markets in the state for
moving income from urban to rural
areas and building jobs in more
rural areas.

On a more localized level:

Deception Pass State Park brings
in well over two million visitors to
the area each year, with each
person spending on average
anywhere from $10 to $90 per
person per visit into the local
economy. This is a multi-million
dollar support every year to local
businesses of all kinds. In addition,
we provide family wages to a dozen

employees who live here, and
seasonal wages for a dozen more
local people in various stages of
their life journeys.

The park itself contributes tens
of thousands of dollars of tax
money into Island County each year,
and several thousand to Skagit
County, for sales taxes and lodging
taxes, brought in by the 125,000
campers sleeping here each year.

Local cartoonist Milt Priggee, a
park neighbor and personal friend,
kindly allowed me to reproduce his
editorial cartoon that appeared in
the Skagit Valley Herald a couple
weeks ago. It gives a quick
perspective on the economic value
of a park like Deception Pass in our
backyards. Thank you, Milt!

Economic Value of Outdoor Recreation (cont.)

Reprinted with permission, Milt Priggee/ www.miltpriggee.com
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Monday the 19�� was
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, or the
National Day of Service.
AmeriCorps members are
encouraged on this day to go serve
somewhere, somehow. “A day on
rather than a day off” is the motto.

I decided for my “day on” I
would get out of my comfort zone,
meet up with other AmeriCorps
members, and see what I can do to
help. AmeriCorps members at Fort
Worden State Park in Port
Townsend were hosting a noxious
weed pull. I took this opportunity
to see what my fellow AmeriCorps
members were doing and to see
what I could learn and take away
from the experience.

My day began that Monday
morning. I drove south through
Whidbey Island to arrive to the
Coupeville Ferry. I had my
reservation ready and I pulled my
car through to wait for that big
boat to take me across to Port
Townsend. I had never been on a
ferry before. Now I can cross it off
of my list of “Things I must do while
I am in Washington”.

I walked around the ferry,
looked outside and watched the
water. I love being on boats, even if
it is just to transfer my car and
myself to a new location.

I arrived to Port Townsend and
made my way to Fort Worden State
Park. It is beautiful place and it was
a beautiful day. Just driving around
the area was pleasant. I made it to
Fort Worden’s Marine Science
Center and met a few other
AmeriCorps members. It was nice

to get out and see what other
members are doing for their
locations. Often times I get so
wrapped up in what I am doing
here I forget how far and wide
the AmeriCorps program goes.
There are so many different
people involved and projects
all throughout the country.

People all gathered in a
room ready to get started, the
weed removal focused on
three noxious weeds; Scotch
Broom, English Ivy and Poison
Hemlock. These noxious weeds are
always good to be on the look for
and should be pulled when found
and done properly. The group
started looking for Scotch Broom.
This weed displaces native and
beneficial plants, which causes loss
of grasslands and open forests.

We focused our search
throughout the beach grasses.
Scotch Broom spreads aggressively

by reproducing with many seeds. It
is also poisonous to livestock and
horses. The group walked along the
beach and scouted out Scotch
Broom. We used big fancy tools to
pull up the plant, making sure to
get its long root system.

English Ivy was the next

noxious weed we pulled. This plant
grows massively. It was all over the
trees, rock face, and ground. It out-
competes native plants, reduces
animal foraging habitat, inhibits
regeneration of understory plants,
and  kills understory and over-story
trees by shading them out. We
used clippers and our hands to pull
up the Ivy, focusing on what was
growing vertically.

Last, a select few were
assigned to pull the Poison
Hemlock. If you ever come
across a Poison Hemlock plant,
a tall biennial plant, do not
touch! It is toxic to animals
and humans. It contains
poisonous alkaloid coniine
and other alkaloids.

 In the middle of pulling
the noxious weeds someone
got a radio call that a gray
whale was spotted traveling

near the shore where we were.
Many of the volunteers moved
quickly to get to a better view point.
Looking to where the whale had
supposedly been, I saw nothing.
Some people went back to work,
others lingered to see if they could
catch a glimpse.

A Day “On”
By Carly Rhodes
 AmeriCorps Interpretive Intern



8

As I started to turn around I heard someone say “you
can see it spouting.”

I did not see it at first. I looked back out and
followed the shore in the direction the whale was
headed. I looked far into the distance hoping to see
something. I waited for a long time until I saw, way off in
the distance, water shoot up. At first I was not convinced
this was a whale. I waited longer and saw it again and
after the third time I decided that it was a whale.

It was my first “sighting” ever, another thing I could
cross of my to-do list. Although I could not see anything
else except for the spouting, it was amazing to know
something so fascinating and huge was in the water and
not that far from me. I imagined the 40-50foot, 36 ton
mammal swimming along. It was a great experience to
see something I had been learning about and will be
teaching about in action, even if it was from afar and just
the spout.

The day wrapped up and I got on the ferry and
headed back to Whidbey. From beginning to end it was a
great day. This MLK Day I got to spend my time doing
something I would normally not do, while also giving
back, learning, and experiencing new things.

My “day on” was one I will remember, instead of a
day that would normally fade into the depths of my
memory. It got me thinking, maybe we should all have
more days “on”.

A Day “On”
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Looking to Help?

We have two interesting opportunities for anyone who wants to learn more about the park’s natural or
cultural history, and to share your knowledge in a casual and friendly manner with those who are curious to
learn more.

1. Use the Civilian Conservation Corps study materials we have at the park to gain a framework knowledge
about the days of the CCC, and then greet people who come to the CCC Interpretive Center at Bowman Bay.
If they have questions, you may have answers. We would like to have someone at the center for at least two
hours on a Saturday or Sunday. The more volunteers we have, the more days we can be open. As Carly says
above, if nothing else, you get to enjoy a great view!

2. Attend our four-evening Beach Naturalist training class, Tuesday evenings in March, and learn about the
tidepools at Rosario. Then during the spring and summer months, accompany other naturalists to answer
visitor questions in the tidepools or at the picnic table above the beach. It’s fun, great teamwork,
educational, non-threatening, and again full of great views. This will be our fourth year of classes, and they
keep getting better. Our returning naturalists add their years of experience and wisdom to make the
experience even more fun.
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Volunteers,
2014

Volunteers gave this park over
13,000 hours of service this year.

It takes me a while to wrap my
head around such a large number. If
you work 170 hours a month, every
month, you would have to work 80
months to tally that many hours.
That is the equivalent of almost
seven full time employees, all from
the work of volunteers, people like
you who have given of themselves
this past year to provide 13,604
hours of work.

The type of work covers a wide
range of responsibilities and
necessary tasks, including campsite
cleaning, trail construction and
maintenance, repairing propane
connections, building foot bridges,
installing windows in CCC shelters,
cutting ivy and other noxious weeds,
camp hosting, helping campers at
our retreat center, picking up litter,
leading nature walks and guiding
visitors at the tide pools.

We cannot operate this park
and provide the level of service our
visitors expect without this many
people giving of themselves and
their sweat equity, making this a
better place now and for the future.

I cannot express my gratitude
to so many of you that would
adequately honor all  of this hard
work, so just let me say one big
thank you, and know that all of our
visitors, all two million of them, say
the same thing.

Our 2014 top five groups
Secret Harbor - 4,816 hours
Beach Naturalists - 649 hrs
SWITMO - 542 hours
Lion’s Club - 336 hours
Mt. Vernon LDS  - 118 hours

Our top five individuals
Victor Veltkamp - 646 hours
Louis Parris - 528 hours
Alis Parris - 534 hours
Barbara Mull - 487 hours
Kit McCartney - 399 hours

Deception Pass State Park Staff:

Jack Hartt, Park Manager
Rick Blank, Assistant Manager
Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Rick Colombo, Park Aide
Doug DeYoung, Park Aide
Todd Harris, Senior Park Aide
Jeri Lancaster, Office Asst.
Mark Lunz, Maintenance
Carly Rhodes, Interpretive Intern
Bill Ruh, Senior Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Jason Stapert, Ranger
John Whittet, Ranger
Marvin Wold, Maintenance

Maintenance Projects

Sometimes I think winters
are our busiest time in the park.
We get overwhelmed with the
number of projects we have to get
done while we have this short
season without thousands of
visitors needing our services.

Right now we are up to our
literal and proverbial necks
repairing the dormitory and two of
the cabins at the retreat center,
and fixing the entrance to the
Cranberry Campground. We are
also repairing some of the dozens
of dumpsters that we use
throughout the park, building new
dumpster pads, replacing signs,
cleaning and organizing long-
ignored storage areas that may
have not seen a broom since the
CCC days, and getting our vehicles
and boats repaired.

Without a lot of money to do
these things, we find any grants or
other pockets of money that may
be available to help us maintain
this park.

No, there are not a lot of
campers this time of year, but park
staff are up against deadlines for
when the campers return. And the
work is getting done!

Park Area Winter Closures:
�North Beach gate
�Cranberry Campground (all)
�Bowman Bay Campground
�Rosario parking lot and

restroom
Hilltop restroom (north end

at West Beach)
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Rising Seas and Ecosystem
Resilience
Friday, February 13, 7-8:30 p.m.

The specter of rising sea levels, perhaps the most obvi-
ous consequence of climate change, captures our imagi-
nation and concerns.

Dr. John Rybczyk, Ph.D., Professor of Environmental Sci-
ences, WWU, will discuss his experience with field model-
ing programs designed to predict the effects of rising sea
level on coastal and estuary ecosystems, such as the es-
tuaries of the Pacific Northwest. He will also describe
how some coastal ecosystems could keep pace and even
thrive against a backdrop of rising seas.

Northwest Educational Service Dist. Building,
1601 R Ave., Anacortes.

Lectures are free and open to the public.

Sponsored by Friends of Skagit Beaches
http://skagitbeaches.org.

For more information contact: Matt Kerschbaum,
cherrytree2@comcast.net

John M. Rybczyk, Ph. D.
Professor and Chair
Department of Environmental Sciences
Western Washington University
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This monthly update is sent to folks
who have expressed an interest in
keeping in touch with what is
happening or in the planning stages at
Deception Pass State Park.

We are grateful to have you
welcome us into your inbox.

If you are not interested in receiving
these monthly updates, please reply to
this message and let me know. We have
no intention of sending emails that you
do not wish to receive.

If you wish to communicate at
anytime with me or other park staff,
please email, call, or visit us. This park is
your park.

Park Manager
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-675-3767 ext. 26
jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ©

Spring.

Yes, I know, it’s the middle of winter, square smack-dab right in
the middle of our winter season.

But I can feel spring in my fingers, I feel it in my toes. It’s all
around us, and so the feeling grows.

In the depths of winter, I learn that there is within the earth an
invincible summer.

In the depths of
dormant plants, there is
already the full package
of leaves straining at the
tips of the buds, ready to
come out and celebrate
new life.

Before sunrise, I hear
new songs in the trees
around my house as
various songbirds return
and awaken the dawn. I
even think I heard my
first tree frog from across
the lake yesterday, but it
may have just been my
wishful thinking or a
passing car badly in need
of new brakes.

The temperatures may again plummet below freezing for awhile;
there are more storms ahead of us, wind and freezing rain I suppose.

But there is no denying that the sun is returning, the mornings
earlier and the evenings longer. This circle of life is faithful in turning
towards the light yet again.

Visitors fill the parking lot at the bridge on sunny weekends, and
we gear up for the summer of 2015. Sun, sun, sun, here it comes!


