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Here is my top ten list for
significant stories that emerged in
2014, supplemented by a quick list of
many other news items that also
filled our days with wonder,
excitement, and notoriety.

1. Kukutali Preserve opens to the
public

After four years of planning and
development, Kiket Island is now
open for everyone to enjoy a
peaceful stroll through a remarkable
island environment. We celebrate
with the Swinomish tribe, co-owners
of the land, in opening the gates and
sharing this special place.

2. Anatoxin-a
This is a word I had never used

until this year, and now along with
microcystins, I not only know how to
spell them I know how to dread
them. Cranberry Lake closed at the
height of summer because of a toxin
associated with cyano-bacteria, a
blue-green scum that can grow on
nutrient-rich fresh water bodies.

We thought we were clear of the
problem when it disappeared in late
August, but then Pass Lake began
growing both toxins in November,

not yet leading us to close the lake
but at levels of concern that
prompted us to post warning signs
which still remain at the lake.

3. Rosario Restroom Replaced
The new facility
fits into the
landscape of this
heritage area,
and offers a
home for our
beach naturalists
to continue to
guide visitors at

the tidepools and protect these
resources for the future.

4. Puget Sound Energy Gives Grant
On the second to last day of the

year, Puget Sound Energy presented
the Deception Pass Park Foundation
with a check for $5000 to allow us to
repair our park rescue boat and
return it to action.

5. Restroom Five Renovations
We have six restrooms in the

Cranberry Campground. All but one
had showers, creating frustration for
those camping near the showerless
restroom. Thanks to a capital project
grant, park and region maintenance
staff were able to rework the
restroom to have showers and
modern restroom facilities.

6. Sea stars Wasting Away
The new natural epidemic

affecting seastars came to the

waters of Deception Pass this year,
killing bunches of sea stars and
leaving a gap in the tidal ecosystem.
Local diver Jan Kocian has been
documenting the changes in
populations, and sharing pictures
and details with all of us.

7. Hollywood at Rosario
Director Matt Ross filmed the

climactic moment of a film at the top
of Rosario
Head on a
brilliantly
beautiful
September
day. Currently
using the
working title
of Captain
Fantastic, the
film may be
released this
year.

8. Dugualla State Park Loop Trails
The Skagit Whatcom Island Trail

Maintaining Organization cut out a
loop trail through the wild woods of
this seldom visited park off Sleeper
Road, making the recreational
opportunities far more enticing and
rewarding.

9. Bowman Bay shelters
Both shelters at Bowman Bay

received attention this year. The
lower shelter, near the beach, had
several expert restorationists teach
park and region staff how to repair

Top Stories of the Year
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damaged historical structures.  See
the last page in this Current for a
photo.

And the upper shelter, already
shining beautifully with its makeover
last year, had volunteers from HDR
Architecture and Engineering, an
international firm with offices in

Seattle, replacing the Plexiglas
windows with authentic glass
windows and wood frames to
restore the character of the building
to what it originally had. Led by
former parks historian Lex Palmer
who now works for HDR, a group of

their employees donated a full day
of hard work to make a big
difference for the park. Thank you
HDR!

10. No Park Visitor Center
This is a non-story that could have
been. The store next door to the
park office is up for sale. The busiest
park in the state of Washington has
no visitor center for sharing
information and hosting a retail
outlet for our visitors. The funding
materialized and then disappeared,
and so the opportunity languishes
inside the park boundaries.

Other stories of significance:
� Eighth annual Deception Pass

Dash, Third annual 25k and 50k
races.

� Inaugural half marathon in June
� Arts in the Parks music series

continues in 2014 with five
concerts on five successive
weekends.

� Third First day hike to North
Beach and Goose Rock.

� Nearly 30,000 Steelhead
released into Cranberry Lake

� Carhartt commercial filmed in
February, now on TV and the

internet. Many of the scenes are
actually inside Deception Pass.
Check out
https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=y6wVOtKpclc

� State Poet Elizabeth Austen
leads hikers to Ginnett and to
freedom to write.

� AmeriCorps intern Jessy Osterloh
brings tremendous energy to the
park, and now has Carly Rhodes
filling her shoes.

� Lions Clubs of the area restore
our park bridges, parking lots,
and day use areas.

� Half-time office assistant
position developed for the park,
with former park ranger Jeri
Lancaster filling the duties
admirably.

� Silver salmon show up late but in
great numbers off the beaches
of the park this fall.

� Beach naturalists donate over
600 hours of tidepool leadership
at Rosario

� New interpretive signs,
developed by Sam Wotipka, get
installed at the bridge.

� The shy octopus at Rosario puts
on a game of hide and seek with
tidepool explorers.

…Top Ten, continued

Park attendance has jumped by
over a million visitors the past
couple of years, and our revenue set
new records for this park this past
year, coming within a couple
campsite rentals of reaching the two
million dollar mark.

For several years, park
attendance hovered between one
and two million visitors. The past
two years have seen us jump to
nearly 2.7 million, an increase partly
attributable to the spectacular

summer weather we have had the
past two years.

Park revenue jumped nearly a
half million dollars, reaching
$1,999,739 in 2014. This is a profit of
over half a million dollars last year.

Park Attendance, Revenue and Profits Soar in 2014
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2015 State Parks
Free Days:
January 1 – (Thursday) New Year’s Day and State Parks’ First Day Hikes
January 18 and 19 – (Sunday and Monday) Martin Luther King Jr. Day
March 19 – (Thursday) Washington State Parks’ 102ⁿ� birthday
April 4 – (Saturday) A springtime free Saturday
April 22 – (Wednesday) Earth Day
May 10 – (Sunday) A springtime free Sunday
June 6 – (Saturday) National Trails Day
June 13 – (Saturday) National Get Outdoors Day
August 25 – (Tuesday) National Park Service’s  99��  birthday
September 26 – (Saturday) National Public Lands Day
November 11 – (Wednesday) Veterans Day

Or, volunteer 24 hours in a calendar year and receive a free Discover Pass!

Or, buy a Discover Pass from us and all the parks in the state are free to you
every day of the year!

President: Liz Merriman
Vice President: Barb Shaw
Secretary: Steve Young
Treasurer: Estelle Johnson
Board Member: Matt Klope
Board Member: Brian Shelly

www.deceptionpassfoundation.
org

Looking Ahead:
Coming Soon to a Deception Pass
State Park near you:

� Cornet Bay will see more of its
shoreline restored this coming
fall, as we take out recent fill
from the beach west of the day
use area, and also remove the
armoring that supports the
Thunderbird dock.
� Bowman Bay's shoreline may

also lose its rocks this coming fall,
as the beach there is restored to
match the beaches on either
side of the rip rap!

� There may be some cabins
coming to the Quarry Pond
campground, offering a popular
alternative camping style for
campers.

� Prices for just about everything
in the park will be higher this
year as State Parks is mandated
to increase revenue.

� There may be expanded visitor
services at the bridge in the near
future.

� The Cornet Bay Retreat Center
will have cabins available for
rent in the off-season as well,
appealing to small families or
groups of five or ten who want
to enjoy the park in the quieter
but cooler months. The cabins
have views of the water and
regular beds instead of bunks.

� The retreat center also has
improved dormitory space
thanks to park and region staff.

� Planning continues for replacing
the docks and pier at Cornet Bay.
The existing facilities are near
the end of their life expectancy,
and a new design will help the
eelgrass and will provide better
moorage facilities for our users.

� The half-marathon on June 6 will
also grow to become a full
marathon at the same time.

� Pink salmon return this August,
creating a premium on
waterfront beach space at North
Beach and West Beach.

� A new trail connection may be
established.

Deception Pass Park
Foundation

Like, follow, and
stay current with

the Deception Pass
Park Foundation on

Facebook
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PSE Grants $5000 for Park Rescue Boat Repairs

SWITMO continues to improve
the trails and landscape of Deception
Pass, as evidenced by their work the
past few weeks all across the park.
SWITMO is one of our official "Adopt
a Park" volunteer groups, and we are
proud to have them on our team.

Volunteers cleared the entire
park of windfall across park trails just
before the foot races on December
13 and 14 for the Rainshadow Races.
We had windstorms all through the
first half of December, so their work
was critical.

Then they gathered again near
the end of the month to clear the
trails along Pass Lake, opening them
up just in time for our First Day Hike.
Many of the hikers commented how

beautiful the trails looked, almost as
if they had just been worked on.
They had!

And then they continued by
working on the trails at Lighthouse
Point, moving brush away from the
trails and improving the tread in a
few places.

Thank you so much yet again,
SWITMO!

The Deception Pass Park Foundation received a
highly-valued and immensely important grant from
Puget Sound Energy last week. PSE donated $5000 to the
Foundation to allow the park to restore the aging boat
and motor that provide rescue services on the waters of
Deception Pass.

The boat has been sidelined for over a year due to a
hull that suffered pitting, much like the old ferries at the
Keystone run that had to be replaced.

And the motor that runs the boat was in need of
repairs as well. These are costs that our limited park
budget cannot handle.

Our boat is involved in over ten rescues a year in the
treacherous waters of the pass. Rangers are able to
respond to emergencies ten minutes faster than the
North Whidbey Fire and Rescue team, which has to
respond from many miles away.

Those minutes can mean the difference between life
and death, between success in recovering those in need
or not.

SWITMO volunteer Doug Shepherd alerted me to the
potential for the grant from PSE, and Walt Blackford of
PSE helped the grant make its way through the necessary
channels.

Walt presented the check a couple days before the
end of the year, and the Foundation and I celebrated.

The boat and motor are already at the repair shop,
and we hope to have it operational before spring!

Thank you PSE and the Deception Pass Park
Foundation!

PSE local representative Walt Blackford presents a check
for $5000 to Foundation President Liz Merriman, as
Foundation members Barb Shaw, Estelle Johnson and I
look on. (Photo by Foundation member Brian Shelly)

Above: SWITMO volunteer Gene Earnest
opens the trail near Lottie Bay.

Right:: volunteer Doug Shepherd looks
back at improved trail tread leading to
Lighthouse Point.

Lighthouse Point Trails Opened by SWITMO
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"It's a tradition we count on."
That's how one family described

our annual First Day Hike at
Deception Pass.

Many others may echo that idea,
as we had over seventy hikers come
together on New Year’s Day. We
explored Pass Lake, an area of the
park that does not get as much
attention as the more popular and
well known hikes.

The parking proved to be a little
awkward, as Pass Lake suddenly
became a top attraction for fly
fishing on this holiday too. But the
brilliant sunshine made the hike
from there glorious in the frosty
conditions.

The Deception Pass Park
Foundation provided refreshments
in my front yard, overlooking the
meadows leading down to Pass Lake
near my house.

And about half the hikers stayed
with me as we trekked onward to
the Ginnett overlook, sparkling in the

sunshine of the new year. The views
from the overlook always inspire me,
and meandering through Naked Man
Valley to get there is a park
experience of surprising quietude.

Next year, we have another
unusual hike in store, if we can work
out the parking and the power for
hot chocolate.

Make it your tradition if you
haven’t already.

First-Day Hike Glorious Tradition

First-Day hikers approaching the meadows at the north end of Pass Lake.
(Photo by Dave Wenning)

Foundation member Estelle Johnson passes out hot chocolate and coffee
to a line of hikers at the half-way point.

Below:

Enjoying the view and stories at the
viewpoint at Ginnett. (Photo by Carly
Rhodes)



6

By Carly Rhodes
 AmeriCorps Interpretive Intern

Yesterday was the first day
of the year and the First Day Hike at
the park. Many people came, the sun
was shining, and it turned out to be a
great day. It was a nice alternative to
what I normally do on New Year’s
Day, which is nothing. Some people
came out to get started on their
resolutions, some just to enjoy the
day. Whatever the reason, a hike
with 60 or so other individuals was a
great way to start the New Year.

When I first found out about
the First Day Hike I figured I should
do a little research. Not being from
this area I am not familiar with the
different kinds of plants and wildlife.
I made it my goal learn some of the
trees and plants I did not know. As I
walked the trail, looked through
books, and internet searched “Trees
in Western Washington”, I learned a

few things, one being
that the Western
Hemlock (Tsuga
heterophylla) is
Washington’s state
tree. Most of you
probably already
knew that, but if not
you do now. I then
quickly looked up the
Illinois state tree
because being an
Illinois native I felt I
should have known
that. It is a white oak if anyone is
wondering…

The western hemlock grows
all over Deception Pass and other
parts the Pacific Northwest. It is in
the pine family and is a shade
tolerant tree that grows well under
other trees, like Douglas-fir or spruce.
It does well in humidity or wet
climates, which makes sense why
there are so many throughout the
park. These trees can grow up to 50
to 70 meters tall with trunk diameter
of up to 2.7 meters.

It lives a long life as well;
some have been known to be over
1200 years old. However, the long
life can be cut short due to the tree's
shallow root systems. They are very
susceptible to being blown over by
wind and damaged by fire. This is
why many fall down around the park
during storms and the winter
months.

The western hemlock has
also been known to be a very useful
tree. It is easy to work with and has
been used by native peoples in a
variety of ways. The western
hemlock is truly a great tree and it is
fitting for it to represent Washington
as a state.

The day had come for the
hike, and as I was walking along the
trail someone pointed out a western
hemlock. They showed it to
someone else and explained how it
was Washington’s state tree. I
smiled and was happy because I
knew that; I recognized the tree and
remembered the facts I learned. It
was a small accomplishment but a
nice feeling.

This year I have made a
resolution to learn and experience as
much as I can. I say experience
because for me it is not enough to
look something up in a book. It may
be a small goal, but I like finding
pride in the little things, like
recognizing a tree on a trail.

It seems at times resolutions
can be daunting and unattainable. I
like to believe the less pressure you
put upon them the better. The
ultimate goal is to be happy.
Stressing over a goal seems
counterproductive.

Sometimes the small
victories are what really matter.

Learning New Things
for the New Year
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By Liz Merriman
Deception Pass Park Foundation President

Imagine…
An organization that partners with Deception Pass

State Park for the benefit of the park, its staff, and the
millions of people who visit each year:

An organization that facilitates education and
interpretation and promotes stewardship of the Park’s
resources – natural, cultural and historical.

An organization that funds related facilities and staff -
saving the park time and money

An organization that enhances park resources
through active learning and protection projects

An organization that brings in money to the local
economy by means of how participants spend on hotels,
restaurants, and recreational opportunities…and by
bringing in thousands more who have never heard or
had the pleasure of visiting Deception Pass State Park.

Welcome 2015
The Deception Pass Park Foundation will start 2015

by initiating these and many more experiential
opportunities, creating the Deception Pass Institute.

We know it will be a success! Deception Pass State
Park had been the outdoor classroom for the North
Cascades Institute before they moved to the North
Cascades National Park. Experts and enthusiasts alike
visited the diverse and outstanding specimens waiting in
this park’s tide pools, old-growth forests, meadows,
estuaries… let’s just say that there is no shortage of
classroom opportunities.

Imagine…. Deception Pass State Park as a
destination for experiential learning.

Farewell 2014
First and foremost… a very heartfelt Thank you to

every one of you who have given to the Foundation and
the Park either by contributing donations or through the
gift of volunteering. It is the confidence you have in the
Foundation that makes good things happen and we
cannot thank you enough.

If you missed the annual Foundation-hosted “State
of the Park”, you missed an enjoyable time. It had the
feeling of an evening with friends. It had live music with
sing-a-longs. It had laughter and hugs. It had good food
and warm beverages.

The evening started off with a review of the
Foundation’s financial status as follows:

Revenue for 2014:     $31,308.98
Revenue sources:
o  Donations for restricted projects: Amphitheater,

park benches, CCC structure restorations,
AmeriCorps position, Rosario Beach Naturalist
Program

o  Direct donor contributions, including the
donation box

o  Memberships
o  Events: Popcorn Sales, Fix‐it‐Days
o  Merchandise: books, note cards, shirts and hats

Expenses for 2014:  $17,538.15
35% Restricted projects
   2% Events
37% Interpretation, Education, and AmeriCorps
16% Operational:
10% Other: Training/In-Kind donations

The Foundation remains structurally sound, current
in all regular government reporting, and up to date with
our articles of incorporations, bylaws, and policy and
procedures

Now you know where the Foundation has been and
where it’s going. We welcome those who would like to
be a part of this next adventure. Please contact us via
the website -- www.deceptionpassfoundation.org -- or
leave a message with contact information at the Park.

Imagine…
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by Tim Hall, park neighbor and
volunteer

Yes it's true -- our favorite park is
being invaded by unwelcomed
visitors from Europe and Asia. This
invasion has been going on for quite
some time and in fact dates back to
some of the earliest Northwest
settlers. Alas this invasion represents
attempts by those early settlers to
make their new surroundings seem
more like their homeland.

And it continues today by
modern gardeners who in an attempt
to make their yards more unique
plant non-native plant species.

But once some non-native plants
are introduced to an area they can
become extremely invasive. Once
established they can force out native
plants and alter or eliminate
important wildlife habitat.

Non-native plants can reach new
areas by the careless disposal of
plant material from the garden, the
spread of vegetative or seed material
by the wind, water run off, or from
transport by birds or other animals
(even on the feet of passing hikers).
Invasive non-native plants in
Deception Pass State Park include
bull thistle, purple loosestrife, English
holly, herb Robert (aka stinky Bob),

English ivy, Scotch broom, poison
hemlock, spurge laurel, and
Himalayan blackberry.

The control of non-natives is
tricky because they often have
tenacious underground root systems
or other interesting unpleasant
characteristics (e.g. thorns,
poisonous components, foul odors)
which makes control measures
difficult or unpleasant.

These plants also have a number
of attributes that provide for their
populations to swell and to be very
resilient. For example, Scotch broom
seed can remain viable for 50 years
or more; poison hemlock plants can
pump out more than 40,000 seeds
each year; and herb
Robert produces a
chemical that actually
inhibits the growth of
other plants.

Control methods
for each species vary
somewhat but
typically require
multiple treatments
over time, often
mechanical but
sometimes chemical.

Although efforts
have been made in
the past to confront

invasive non-natives in the park, it
has been directed at specific known
trouble areas without a broader
knowledge of the distribution of
these plants throughout the park.
The availability of this information
would help in prioritizing future
control efforts.

This winter a park volunteer will
be surveying and mapping invasive
non-native plants via the parks trails
and roadways. If you are interested
in learning more about this activity,
the listed non-native plants, or to
assist in this survey please contact
park volunteer Tim Hall at
krumholz@gmail.com.

Deception Pass Being Invaded by
Unwanted Foreign Visitors

Spurge laurel, or Daphne, against some maple tree
trunks. (Photo by Rhona McAdam)

Some of the well-known invasives
and noxious weeds can be found in
Deception Pass State Park at the
following locations:

Scotch Broom:
Bowman Hill, Rosario (Potlatch) Hill,
Hope Island, Skagit Island

Purple loosestrife:
West Cranberry Lake

Blackberry:
Rosario behind kitchen shelter,
Cranberry campground, North and
South Pass Lake, Ginnett

Daphne:
Scattered throughout the park’s
forest lands, especially in disturbed
areas

Holly:
Scattered throughout the park’s
forests lands

Geranium robertianum (“Stinky Bob”)
primarily in camping areas and day
use areas

English Ivy:
Southern Goose Rock, Ben Ure Island,
Rosario (all over), North Pass Lake
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Park Area Winter Closures:
� North Beach gate
� Cranberry Campground (all)
� Bowman Bay Campground
� Rosario parking lot and restroom
� Hilltop restroom (north end at

West Beach)

West Beach restroom:
Be aware that this winter, the
concession building at the south end
of West Beach is open for your use.
The restroom near the north end,
called Hilltop, is closed for the winter.
We hope the concession restroom,
being closer to Cranberry Lake and
more accessible and visible to our
visitors, will make life easier.

Rosario restroom doors:
Two of the large, heavy doors at

the new Rosario restroom are gone.
They were swelling up in the moist
marine air, and not closing as they
should. As they are still under
warranty, the contractor has
removed two of them to work on the
doors back at their shops. They will
return when they are fixed, and the
others will then be refurbished as
well, in time for our March 1 opening.

Bowman water lines:
You may have seen the mess we

have made at Bowman. It's going to
get worse. The ground at Bowman
Bay is ripped up in places. We are
looking for leaks in our water lines
there. For the past year, we have
noticed more water being used than
expected, telling us that we have a
leak. Our explorations have revealed
that there is more than one leak, but
that the leaks are elusive, very
elusive, disappearing into the soil
before they show us where they are.

Because the water line is old and
failing, we have decided to just

replace the entire line, from the
south end of Bowman to near the
CCC Interpretive Center. A funding
grant from our region office will pay
for the majority of the cost of the
new line. The mess you see will grow
bigger as we dig out the old and put
in the new.

Restoration of Park Beaches:
Plans continue to become

finalized for three significant
changes to our shorelines in the next
few months.

Cornet Bay shoreline: Phase 2 will
begin in the next few months as we
work to restore the west end of
Cornet Bay, northeast of the marina,
similar to the work that was done in
front of the restroom area there.

Cornet Bay moorage docks: Grant
money will hopefully replace the
aging floats and pier with a fish- and
eelgrass-friendly configuration that
also expands moorage

Cornet Bay Thunderbird dock: the
pier southwest of the public docks
joins the beach with a boulder-
strewn chunk of riprap. This may be
replaced with a connection more
favorable to forage fish and beach
drift if funding can be found.

Bowman Bay: SEPA and JARPA
have been submitted for a proposal
to remove the riprap there and
restore the beach to match the rest
of Bowman Bay!

Current projects underway:
� Cornet Bay Retreat Center

bunkhouse repairs
� Cornet Bay Retreat Center

infirmary and cook cabin
modernization

� Cornet Bay Retreat Center boys'
cabins updates

� Cranberry Campground entrance
improvements

� Bowman Bay gate installation
� Bowman Bay waterline

replacement
� Kukutali residential gutter

installation
� Kiket Island cabin removal
� Equipment servicing
� Paint shop renovation
� Kukutali Interpretive planning

Quick Park Status Updates

Deception Pass State Park Staff:

Jack Hartt, Park Manager
Rick Blank, Assistant Manager
Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Rick Colombo, Park Aide
Doug DeYoung, Park Aide
Todd Harris, Senior Park Aide
Jeri Lancaster, Office Asst.
Mark Lunz, Maintenance
Carly Rhodes, Interpretive Intern
Bill Ruh, Senior Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Jason Stapert, Ranger
John Whittet, Ranger
Marvin Wold, Maintenance
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“The Greatest Northwest Tidal Race”
That is how the Outdoor Adventure

Center titled their advertisements for this
year's Deception Pass Dash. On Sunday,
December 14, a hundred
kayakers/paddleboarders/outriggers and
other description-defying craft paddled out
of Bowman Bay, out to Deception Island,
through the pass and back, testing their
strength and skills against like-minded
adventurers in what is truly a challenging
contest.

The race brings many of the best
kayakers in the northwest to the park in a
darkest of months, facing daunting currents and exhausting miles. This year, however, the weather cooperated fully,
with just a light chop on the water and sunny skies all day long.

Rainshadow Running also had a busy weekend in
December, with 300 runners on Saturday running 25
kilometers, and another 300 running 50 kilometers
on Sunday. The runners explore just about every
nook and cranny of the park in order to get that
many miles. James Varner organizes a popular and
successful run each year, and will be back again next
December.

Rainshadow described the races this way:
“Our December 2014 races boasted some of the

fastest-ever 50k times on record, with Canadian
speed demon Matt Cecill taking the men's record
from Gary Robbins with an incredible 3:56:25.
Another Canadian with big smiles and speed in her
bones - Sam Drove - took the women's record in an
amazing 4:29:46. In between those two stunning
performances were a slew of equally inspiring ones, and we had a great day in the December sunshine, celebrating
trails (and the ability to move freely on them!), eating fresh-baked pizza, drinking local beer, and listening to live
bluegrass courtesy The Oly Mountain Boys at our finish-line-by-the-sea.”

25k results are posted here:
https://ultrasignup.com/results_event.aspx?did=28371
50k are here:
https://ultrasignup.com/results_event.aspx?did=28372

Deception Pass Dash
“”The Greatest Northwest Tidal Race”

Rainshadow Runs
25k and 50k Routes
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Twenty thousand years ago mammoths roamed a
tundra ecosystem that stretched from France to
China. Could that ecosystem be restored? Could it help
us fight climate change?

Dr. Andy Bunn, Ph.D, Dept. of Environmental
Sciences, Western Washington University,  has spent
more than a decade researching the rapid changes in the
Arctic and the complex relationship between climate and
vegetation.

Come and learn more about his findings.
January 9th, 7-8:30p.m., Northwest Educational

Service Dist. Building, 1601 R Ave., Anacortes.
Lectures are free and open to the public. Sponsored

by Friends of Skagit Beaches
 http://skagitbeaches.org.
For more information contact: Matt Kerschbaum,

cherrytree21@comcast.net.

Oil Train Safety
Carolyn Gastellum will give an update on oil train

safety at the next Fidalgo Democrats meeting at 7 p.m.,
Tuesday, January 13, at the Anacortes Public Library.
A moderated Q&A will follow. For more information
contact Corinne at 360-293-7114

Marine Mammals
Research Scientist Aline Jeffries will present “Marine
Mammals and Ecosystem Change” at 7 p.m. Wednesday,
January 14, at the Anacortes Public Library.

Jefferies, from the Pacific Biodiversity Institute, will
discuss Salish Sea health and its impact. Free. Call 360-
293-1910, extension 21 for more information

Maritime Speaker Series
“Discovery and Settlement of Puget Sound”
4 p.m., January 17, a Saturday
Anacortes Public Library
Author Dick Blumenthal explores the early voyages of
the Spanish, George Vancouver, and Charles Wilkes. Free.

Herons of Fidalgo
7 p.m. Wednesday, January 21
Anacortes Public Library
Photographer Lance Ekhart reveals the beauty and
behavior of our local great blue herons. Free.

Other Community Events:
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This monthly update is sent to folks
who have expressed an interest in
keeping in touch with what is
happening or in the planning stages at
Deception Pass State Park.

We are grateful to have you
welcome us into your inbox.

If you are not interested in receiving
these monthly updates, please reply to
this message and let me know. We have
no intention of sending emails that you
do not wish to receive.

If you wish to communicate at
anytime with me or other park staff,
please email, call, or visit us. This park is
your park.

Park Manager
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-675-3767 ext. 26
jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ©

2014, a year to remember fondly, with many positive
achievements, community togetherness, and rewarding experiences
with so many. Our park staff performed like a superbowl-bound
team. Our Foundation made great strides forward in finding ways to
benefit the park, educate our visitors, and protect our resources.
And all of you, our volunteers and neighbors who care, made a
difference.

Yes, there were challenges, some frustrations and heartaches,
but these just made the blessings all that sweeter.

2015 remains to be written, but together with all of you I am
looking forward to what happens with great hope and anticipation.

Isn’t this an incredible photograph? Park neighbor and friend Bob
Jepperson caught National Park Service restoration specialist Dana
Barton assisting in teaching and demonstrating by example how to
restore an 80-year old CCC log structure this past spring.

Several park and region staff learned many new techniques from her,
and as a by-product, the shelter at Bowman Bay received the beginning of
its new facelift. Thank you, Dana, and thank you Bob. Great shot.


