
  

It’s a Beach! 

The Northwest Straits Foundation is partner-

ing with the Island County Marine Resources 

Committee (MRC) and Washington State Parks 

to restore 1600 linear feet of shoreline atnd tow 

acres of beach at Cornet Bay in Deception Pass 

State Park. 

Cornet Bay, offering protected, shallow wa-

ters and freshwater inlets adjoining the pass, acts 

like a pocket estuary for salmon fry migrants. The 

nearshore had been compromised by the use of 

creosote, fill, and shoreline armoring that dam-

aged eelgrass meadows and forish fish spawning 

habitat. 

The multi-phase project has included the re-

moval of the creosote bulkheads and fill the entire 

length of the shoreline, and the re-creation of a 

viable beach to restore the natural habitat. 

The first phase of the project is now com-

plete. Phase 2 is scheduled to begin this fall. 

On September 18, dozens of people involved 

in the restoration partnership gathered at Cornet 

Bay to commemorate the accomplishments thus 

far, and to celebrate the story of the rebirth of the 

beach. Speakers included Lenny Corbin of the 

MRC and a member of the Northwest Straits 

Foundation, Jack Hartt, Sheila Babb representing 

Senator Patty Murray, Kelley Hays representing 

Representative Norma Smith, and Island County 

Commissioner Jill Johnson. 

Jill shared from her 

heart about her initial 

reservations about the 

project, and about her 

delight in seeing the 

result so far. She re-

minded us that this is a 

very visual showcase to 

share with Island Coun-

ty citizens to show what 

can be done when part-

ners put their heads and resources together to 

make positive changes. 

Also honored on this day were the creators of 

the new interpretive signs now in place at Cornet 

Bay to tell the story of the beach restoration: 

Dan Pedersen, writer 

Sarah Schmidt, biology consultant 

Kris Wiltse, illustrator 

Deception Pass State Park 

October 2014October 2014  
A monthly newsletter from the desk of the park manager  

to this park's friends and neighbors 

Some of the guests at the celebration listening to 

one of the speakers share about the project. 

A park visitor reads one of the interpretive panels 

now in place at Cornet Bay. 
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It isn’t often that a wedding party has to 

build their own seating just to enjoy the wed-

ding. 

The Dight family, however, had more than 

their own party in mind when they got in-

volved at the Cornet Bay Retreat Center. 

They asked about the seating at the out-

door amphitheater at the retreat center, and 

when they found out it needed to be replaced, 

they did it. 

Arriving a day early to get working, they 

used a template built by park staff to then 

build well over a dozen more benches based 

on that model. 

They got to work in the park wood shop, 

carefully cutting and drilling and joining the 

many pieces together. 

When they were built and sanded, they 

then loaded them onto a truck and moved them 

to the retreat center for their wedding the next 

day. 

The weather cooperated at just the right 

time for the bride and groom to allow the 

guests to sit on the brand new benches to wit-

ness the ceremony. 

And now the benches remain for retreat 

center guests for many years into the future. 

Our hats are off and our hearts are grateful 

for this generous gift by the Dight family and 

friends to be enjoyed by thousands more in the 

future! 

 

                 SAR Training 

Wedding Guests  

Build Benches! 

Wedding party members work feverishly to create 

dozens of benches in the park shop. 

Once in awhile, people get lost in this large 

park.  

They may be a child or elderly, they may be 

strong but hurt, they may be weak and unable to 

get back, or intentionally hurt, or just confused 

and disoriented. 

Or they may be just fine and not lost, but their 

loved ones still don’t know where they are. 

Park rangers here are trained to organize 

searches for every one of these scenarios, and to 

work with our local law enforcement, fire crews, 

and search and rescue specialists to resolve every 

search with the best possible outcome. 

Nationally renowned and locally based in-

structor Don Mason led a class of a dozen or more 

searchers this past weekend in the newest research 

on how to best carry out a search and rescue mis-

sion. 

He taught 

by using per-

sonal examples 

from several 

local and large 

searches, in-

cluding the Co-

macho four-day 

search in the 

park in June, 

2000. 

Hopefully, 

we won’t use these skills for you. But you may 

need them for me! And we know they will be es-

sential sometime in the future. 

Some of the finished benches in place at the Cor-

net Bay Retreat Center 

Search expert Don Mason teaching 

on scene at North Beach. 



3 

Greetings, 

My name is Carly Rhodes; I am the new 

AmeriCorps Interpretive Intern. I would like 

to introduce myself by sharing a few details 

about my life, all which have led me to where 

I am today.  

Originally, I am from Homewood, Illi-

nois, a south suburb of Chicago. Although I 

lived close to the city, I have never been a 

city girl. I grew up always wanting to be out-

side, exploring and staying busy.  

I’ve had an assortment of jobs since I 

was fifteen. I was always in a sport, club or 

activity. I have a wide range of interests and I 

am always up for a new adventure. Currently, 

I am on a journey to really figure out what I 

want to do with my life. While I have not yet 

mapped out my whole future, the past few 

years have really influenced me in the right 

direction. 

One major influence in my life was at-

tending school at Western Michigan Univer-

sity in Kalamazoo, Michigan. I received a 

degree in Film, Video, and Media studies 

with a minor in Political Science. I took 

many different kinds of classes before decid-

ing what I wanted to do. I am still not com-

pletely sure but, I am happy with my deci-

sion. I learned a lot in my time in college; in 

my classes and through my experiences. I 

learned to take chances and follow my pas-

sions.  

So, you may be wondering, what does a 

Film, Video and Media studies degree have 

to do with being an Interpreter?  

I think with my education background I 

will be able to bring a new perspective to the 

job. It may not be directly related but I feel 

with this opportunity I will be able to use my 

passions, experiences, and education to do 

well in this position.  

Along side that, I am enthusiastic to 

learn, meet new people and to grow personal-

ly and professionally. I know this opportunity 

will be one in which will help me decide 

what I want to do with the rest of my life. 

Other than school, I have had a few key 

experiences that have ignited my passion for 

the environment, teaching, and volunteering. 

One experience was an internship I had in the 

summer of 2013. I worked for W.K. Kellogg 

Biological Station, in Augusta, Michigan, as 

their Media and Marketing intern. The title 

was relevant to my major and the organiza-

tion caught my interest. The Biological Sta-

tion was a not for profit organization dedicat-

Get to Know our AmeriCorps Intern 
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ed to environmental research and education. 

It was a beautiful place to work and I was 

very interested in what they were doing. This 

internship was a great opportunity which 

made me realize what kind of place I wanted 

to work for as well as making me realize I 

wanted more hands-on opportunities. 

Another key experience was working at 

Tomahawk Scout Reservation in Northern 

Wisconsin this past summer. I was the Aquat-

ics Director for the White Pine sub camp. 

This position entailed overseeing a staff of 

six, training, lifeguarding, teaching, planning, 

and an assortment of other duties. This could 

be anything from cleaning dining shelters to 

performing in skits for the kids each week. 

 Previous to this experience my 

knowledge and connections to the Boy 

Scouts of America were slim. The experience 

taught me an immense amount about leader-

ship, hard work, and myself. I spent ten 

weeks living outside in the North Woods of 

Wisconsin, teaching, learning, and really re-

flecting on what I find important in life. This 

experience only further confirmed that work-

ing with environmental education, teaching, 

and with people is something I want to be 

doing. 

Finally, how I got here.  

My interest in AmeriCorps 

came to me this past spring. I 

was still in school and wonder-

ing what my next move in life 

would be. I was unsure of my 

major and if that was the path I 

wanted to take. This was a scary 

realization for a senior about to 

graduate.  

With much thought, I decid-

ed I wanted to join AmeriCorps. 

I researched and put a great deal 

of time into my application. 

When I searched the different 

programs, Deception Pass State Park really 

sparked my interest. It all seemed to click: 

environment, education, and recreation have 

always been interests of mine, even though I 

did not study them. This opportunity was 

something I knew I wanted to do.   

Now, I have moved across the country, 

ready to call Deception Pass my new home. 

My time here will be filled with new chal-

lenges and opportunities. I am excited and 

ready for the next ten months and to see 

where this experience will guide me next. 
 

 

Carly’s AmeriCorps position is co-

sponsored by the Deception Pass Park Foun-

dation and Washington Service Corps, a part 

of the Corporation for National and Commu-

nity Service. 

This is the fourth year that the Deception 

Pass Park Foundation has generously sup-

plied the matching funds to allow this park to 

have a talented and enthusiastic AmeriCorps 

member. 

Our park and our visitors are grateful for 

your generous donations to the Foundation 

that allow it to continue funding this program 

for Deception Pass State Park. 
 

 

 

 

 

“it all seemed to click: environment, education, and recreation...” 
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The Caper Regatta (September 27—28) 

Bowman Bay in Deception Pass State Park;  

Fidalgo Island, Washington State 

Bob Wells Reporting 

 

Another excellent regatta organized by the 

seemingly tireless Julian Lee and Deception Pass  

Model Yacht Club. This makes four multi-day 

regattas that Julian has organized this year at De-

ception Pass, and all have been excellent events 

with high quality sailing plus fun social gather-

ings on both Friday and Saturday evenings. Our 

dominant champion, Kelly Martin, expressed it 

best when accepting his trophy, “Bowman Bay is 

my favorite place to radio sail.”  

Many of our wives wouldn’t bother to even 

fake an interest in radio sailing, but for them this 

is a favorite location for visiting and socializing.  

We aren’t the only ones who like visiting this 

area. This was also the weekend for the 44th An-

nual Oyster Run with the rumble, bling/chrome, 

and leather of Harley Davidson posers - thou-

sands of hogs everywhere. I liked the Jacket that 

read in Gothic script, “Sons of Arthritis”. 

The Bowman Bay regatta in early August 

featured uncanny steady westerlies both days. 

Now, six or seven 

weeks later summer, 

is over, and so are 

the dependable and 

stable west winds. 

Buoys were often 

adjusted between 

races and still a few 

legs ended up as 

reaches despite our 

efforts at aligning 

buoys regularly. 

This is also the be-

ginning of fog sea-

son in the park, and 

more than once we 

waited for the fog to clear to race. Sunday we 

were in fog all day, only to have the sun burn it 

off when racing ended at 3:30.  

Sunday afternoon we canceled racing due to 

not being able to see the buoys.  

That was the least of our problems, as Vic 

Childs lost his WIDGET in the fog in this big 

bay. Then we lost Vic for forty-five minutes 

while he took the dinghy to hunt for his boat. The 

boat was rescued by some fisherman kind enough 

to bring it to us after they found it headed due 

west at the mouth of the bay at a good clip in 

wind. If the boat continues into the  Strait of Juan 

de Fuca, I’m pretty sure it just ends up on a rocky 

Canadian or United States Beach. You can’t 

make these things up. 

Julian Lee announced at the awards ceremo-

ny that next year DPMYC will host two multi-

day regattas: The Farrell Frozen Finger in Febru-

ary at Cranberry Lake, and the Caper at Bowman 

Bay, tentatively scheduled for September 12-13, 

2015.  

Otherwise DPMYC will continue racing two 

days per week year round. Winter sailing will be 

at Cranberry Lake and hopefully with many 

strong prevailing south easterlies. Bowman Bay 

is the summer spot with those steady westerlies 

we so enjoy. 

 

Put this one down as another feel-good 

DPMYC regatta for everybody. 

Photo and story by Bob Wells 
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Deception Pass Park 

Foundation: 

Completed Projects 

Here’s a sampling of Deception Pass 

Park Foundation accomplishments: 
 

AmeriCorps at Deception Pass 

In 2011, the Foundation provided the match-

ing funds to bring an AmeriCorps member to 

Deception Pass State Park. The goal of this position is 

to provide much needed staffing for Interpretive Ser-

vices.  

 

 

Navy Interpretive Sign 

Any regular visitor to Deception Pass State Park 

knows that low flying aircraft from the Whidbey Is-

land Naval Air Station are a fact of life here. Their 

main runways are a mere 3 miles from the park. 

 

Recreation Hall CCC Photo Exhibit 

Tens of thousands of people come to the Cor-

net Bay Retreat Center each spring and summer. How-

ever, few of them realize that they are staying on the 

same grounds as the young men of the Civilian Con-

servations Corps (CCC) that developed Deception 

Pass State Park. 

 

Bowman Bay Trail Bridge 

When the footbridge at the beginning of the 

trail to Lighthouse Point and Lottie Bay recently 

began to give way, the Whidbey Island Retired Chief 

Petty Officer’s Association constructed a new one.  

 

 

Junior Ranger Programs 

Becoming a Junior Ranger is an important 

experience for any young camper! Every sum-

mer, thousands of kids attend Junior Ranger events 

and programs at Deception Pass. Junior Rangers are 

taught about respecting nature, park safety and natural 

history. 

 

CCC Interpretive Signs at Cornet Bay 

 
The West Beach Sand Dunes Interpretive 

Signs 

 

Goose Rock Interpretive Signs 

 
Civilian Conservation Corps Stove Restora-

tions 

 

John Tursi Commemorative Sign 

 

CCC Picnic Shelter renovations at Bowman 

Bay 

 
Still to come: 

 Performance stage at the amphitheater 

 Visitor center along Highway 20 

 Interpretive center at Rosario 

 

 

Board Members: 

 

Liz Merriman 

Barry Wenaas 

Matt Klope 

Brian Shelly 

Barb Shaw 

Estelle Johnson 

http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/projects/americorps-at-deception-pass/
http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/projects/navy-interpretive-sign/
http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/projects/recreation-hall-ccc-photo-exhibit/
http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/projects/bowman-bay-trail/
http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/projects/jr-ranger-programs/
http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/projects/the-west-beach-sand-dunes-interpretive-signs/
http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/projects/the-west-beach-sand-dunes-interpretive-signs/
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Support Deception Pass State Park’s protec-

tion  of its resources and education of its visi-

tors by contributing your time or funds to the 

Deception Pass Park Foundation. 

 

To donate, go to their website at  

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org  

 

And click on the                                     button. 

 

Every little bit makes a big difference. 

 

 

Create new bunkhouses at the Cornet Bay Retreat 

Center out of currently unused recycled 

school portables that are already there. 

Transform two cabins at the retreat center into 

rentable cabins for overnight guests in the off

-season, and for adult leaders or chaperones 

during the busy season. 

Re-roof the Bowman Bay beach shelter with au-

thentic CCC-style shakes, and repair the roof 

support beams. 

Re-roof the Rosario Shelter with authentic shakes 

as well. 

Re-roof the CCC residence near the old entrance 

to the Cranberry Campground. 

Re-roof the central maintenance shop / storage 

building in our maintenance facility area. 

 
Additional  unfunded project needs:  

Add gutters to the caretakers house at Kuku-

tali to prevent water damage in the basement 

($2000) 

Repair our 19 foot Almar search and rescue 

boat and motor ($5000) 

Repair several aging vehicles near the end of 

their normal life ($5000) 

Re-roof three buildings at north end of Pass 

Lake ($15,000) 

 

Did you already know? Group nature walks 

help us combat stress while boosting mental well-

being. 

Researchers from the University of Michi-

gan and Edge Hill University in England evaluat-

ed 1,991 participants in England’s Walking for 

Health program, which hosts nearly 3,000 walks 

per week for more than 70,000 regular partici-

pants.  

They found that the nature walks were asso-

ciated with significantly less depression in addi-

tion to mitigating the negative effects of stressful 

life events. The findings were published in the 

September issue of Ecopsychology. 

Sara Warber, associate professor of family 

medicine at the University of Michigan Medical 

School and senior author of the study, said that 

the large sample was a defining factor. 

“We observed behaviors of a large group, in 

which some chose to walk and some chose not to, 

instead of us telling them what to do,” she said. 

“After 13 weeks, those who walked at least once 

a week experienced positive emotions and less 

stress.” 

Warber and 

co-author Kate 

Irvine, senior re-

searcher in Aber-

deen, UK, recom-

mend walking 

outside in nature 

at least three 

times a week to 

experience bene-

fits. Short, fre-

quent jaunts are 

more beneficial 

than long, occa-

sional walks. 

“Stress isn’t 

ever going to go 

away, so it is im-

portant to have a 

way to cope with it,” said Warber. “Walking in 

nature is a coping mechanism—the benefits 

aren’t just physical.” 

Funded Capital Maintenance Projects 

on our List for the next 10 months: 

Walking Makes You Healthier 

  Goose Rock perimeter trail 
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There is no “off-season” at Deception Pass 

State Park. 

First of all, our campground is full this com-

ing weekend — yes, full, as in every site taken. 

Yes, it’s the middle of October. This illustrate 

the reality of  Deception Pass as the busiest park 

in the state. 

So the routine work of registering campers, 

cleaning bathrooms, trimming grass, and serving 

guests goes on much as in the summer. 

And much more goes on in the park in the 

“off-season”. This is our chance to get many 

other projects ac-

complished as well. 

One is painting 

restrooms. We wish 

we had the time and 

money to paint 

them more often, 

inside and out. In 

September, mainte-

nance lead Marvin 

Wold organized the 

project of getting 

four restrooms 

painted on the out-

side, preserving 

them for the future 

years. 

Ranger Ben 

Shook took on 

the task of re-

moving one 

very, very 

large tree from 

the middle of a 

trail on the 

south side of Goose Rock. 

Park aide Doug DeYoung took a quiet 7 

a.m. hour on a Sunday to weed-eat the parking 

lot at the south end of the bridge. 

And maintenance chief Mark Lunz worked 

on the framework of a building at the retreat 

center. 

 

 

 

All in 

a typical 

“off-

season”. 
 

 

 

 

    Park Volunteer Opportunities: 

 
 Help rebuild windows for Bowman Bay shel-

ters on September 21 

 

 Remove brush and invasive weeds such as 

poison hemlock along stairways at Pass Island 

 

 Map locations of invasive plants in the park 

for future removal 

 

 Improve kayak campsites and trail around 

Skagit Island 

 

 Monitor Hope Island for illegal camping or 

fires 

 

 Brush trails in the Hoypus Point and Pass 

Lake areas 

 

 Paint over graffiti under the Deception Pass 

bridge 

 

 Help re-roof several park buildings 

 

 Assist as a Beach Naturalist (attend training 

next March) 

 
Marvin Wold  sprays, while 

park aides Doug DeYoung 

and Noah Crozier use 

brushes. 

“Off-Season” Work Continues 
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FILMS WITH FRIENDS 

Friends of Skagit Beaches 2014  

Environmental Film Series 

 
Join Friends for great films, good company and 

popcorn! FREE screenings of feature length 

films on issues timely and relevant to our Puget 

Sound/Salish Sea waters.  Shorts made by young, 

local film makers for Friends of Skagit Beaches’ 

Trail Tales Program will start each screening. 

Movie Times:  7 PM 

Location: NW Ed. Services Dist. Bldg.  

1601 R Ave.,  Anacortes 

 
October 10 The Last Ocean.  View trailer at 
http://www.thelastoceanfilm.com 

  

October  24 
Bag It – is your life too plastic?  View trailer 
at http://www.bagitmovie.com 

 
November 7 

Flow.  
Irena Salina’s award-winning documentary 

investigation into what experts label the most im-

portant political and environmental issue of the 

21st Century - The World Water Crisis.   

Salina builds a case against the growing pri-

vatization of the world’s dwindling fresh water 

supply with an unflinching focus on politics, pol-

lution, human rights, and the emergence of a 

domineering world water cartel.  Interviews with 

scientists and activists intelligently reveal the rap-

idly building crisis, at both the global and human 

scale, and the film introduces many of the gov-

ernmental and corporate culprits behind the water 

grab, while begging the question ‘CAN ANY-

ONE REALLY OWN WATER?’   

Beyond identifying the problem, FLOW also 

gives viewers a look at the people and institutions 

providing practical solutions to the water crisis 

and those developing new technologies, which 

are fast becoming blueprints for a successful 

global and economic turnaround.”  View trailer at  

http://www.flowthefilm.com/trailer  
 
November  21 

The Whale – The True Story of Luna.  
THE WHALE tells the true story of a young, 

wild killer whale - an orca - nicknamed Luna, 

who lost contact with his family on the coast of 

British Columbia and turned up alone in a narrow 

stretch of sea between mountains, a place called 

Nootka Sound. Orcas are social and live with 

their families all their lives. An orca who gets 

separated usually just fades away and dies.  Luna 

was alone, but he didn’t fade away. There weren’t 

any familiar orcas in Nootka Sound, but there 

were people, in boats and on the shore. So he 

started trying to make contact. And people wel-

comed him, at least most of them.   

This contact did not turn out to be simple. It 

was as if we humans weren’t ready for him… 

THE WHALE celebrates the life of a smart, 

friendly, determined, transcendent being from the 

other world of the sea who appeared among us 

like a promise out of the blue: that the greatest 

secrets in life are still to be discovered.” View 

trailer at http://www.thewhalemovie.com  

 

 
TRAIL TALES WALK:  

Fall Birds of Fidalgo Bay 
Date: Tuesday, November 18th  

Time: 8:30 am indoor presentation;  

9:30 am bird walk on the trail 

Location: Fidalgo Bay Resort,  

701 Fidalgo Bay Rd, Anacortes 

 

By mid-November, many species of birds 

that winter on Fidalgo Bay have arrived from 

their northern or inland breeding areas. Join the 

Trail Tales Team for a presentation by local bird-

er Tim Manns about these birds followed by a 

birding trek along the Tommy Thompson Trail to 

view them.  

Join in for either or BOTH activities whether 

you are a birder or not! Bring binoculars and 

dress for the weather. Trail Tales interpretive 

walks are free, public walks along a paved handi-

capped accessible trail. For more info visit 

TRAIL TALES at www.skagitbeaches.org/trail-

tales-home.html 

Upcoming Community Events 

http://www.thelastoceanfilm.com/
http://www.bagitmovie.com/
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I enjoy this park. I have the privilege to look around at the beauty 

every day.  

But sometimes I catch myself looking at scenery but not truly see-

ing the constantly changing and constantly present beauty and wonder 

within the scenery and all around me. 

One of my rangers has a goal of finding something beautiful every 

day. I first thought to myself: what an odd goal. There is beauty all 

around us, all day long. 

And then I realized I take it for granted. I don't seek it, I just look 

at it and accept it in the back of my brain instead of in the core of my 

heart. 

It’s too easy to take a picture and miss the real scene itself. 

I now try to remember his goal, every moment when I can, but 

certainly once a day being an achievable goal. 

And then I try to extend that goal to my contacts with visitors, with 

park staff, with the ancestors that still live here, and with the future 

still to come. 

And the more we come to understand our world and our planet, the 

more we learn to see. A universe of life takes place in a meter of 

ground, a bucket of sea water, or a handful of sand. 

There is much to see. 

But first we have to open the eyes of our heart, and choose to see, 

and not just look. 

Do you see what I mean? 

 

 
__________________________ 

This monthly update is sent to 

folks who have expressed an inter-

est in keeping in touch with what is 

happening or in the planning stag-

es at Deception Pass State Park.  

We are grateful to have you 

welcome us into your inbox.  

If you are not interested in 

receiving these monthly updates, 

please reply to this message and let 

me know. We have no intention of 

sending emails that you do not wish 

to receive.  
If you wish to communicate at 

anytime with me or other park staff, 

please email, call, or visit us. This 

park is your park. 

 

 

 

 

 

Park Man-

ager 

Deception Pass State Park  

41020 State Route 20  

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov  
 

 
 

ViewPOINT:  


