
  

I must admit, I was a little apprehensive 
about joining the Poet Laureate of Washington 
State on August 10 for a poetry exercise. I’m not 
a poet. I felt like it was the first day of a high 
school lit class, or the last day before a test. You 
know that nightmare. 

Instead, Elizabeth Austen put me and the 22 
others who joined us that day into a place of com-
fort and confidence to realize we are all people 
who think, who feel, and who care. We are not 
professional poets, but we can still express our-
selves with words. 

Wearing a broad-brimmed hat with the word 
“POET” in big letters so everyone knew where to 
gather (and to bring a smile to everyone’s face), 
Elizabeth shared a few poems with us at the Pass 
Lake parking lot, and shared a few keys to help 
us focus our thoughts.  

She asked us to think of a concept or issue 
that was dwelling in our minds. Then as we 
walked, we were to let the natural experiences we 
encountered be filtered by that phrase or concept. 

Then she let us wander through the woods to 
the Ginnett overlook.  

Once there we admired the view 
and sat down to jot down some 
of our thoughts based on what 
we had experienced. Several in 
the group shared their writings, 
and they were all interesting, 
sometimes playful, sometimes 
thoughtful, but all of them mean-
ingful. 

The concept on my mind was 
the birth of a granddaughter just 
a few hours earlier. 
As I wandered the woods that 
are very familiar to me, practi-

cally and literally in my backyard, I saw the birth 
and growth and death of the forest friends all 
around me on the trail. 

At the overlook, I simply wrote ideas through 
the filter of the miracle that I was about to go see 
later that day. 

No, I’m still not a professional poet; I’ll keep 
my day job. But it is comforting to know that 
anyone can share what they are feeling and think-
ing, and has some tools to help get the words 
flowing. 

 
To Kataleya, 
My body carries me along the trail 
moving with others 
past fallen timbers ancient bodies 
with new growth springing up 
beneath the old. 
 
We move on. 
We rise, we fall, we climb, we rest, 
we look back. 
 
You will see me as an aging tree,  
but still moving 
still climbing  
never stopping until I fall  
lying down someday for you to carry on. 

Deception Pass State Park 

September�2014September�2014��
A monthly newsletter from the desk of the park manager  

to this park's friends and neighbors 

Elizabeth Austen, Poet Laureate of Washington State.   
Photo courtesy of Dave Wenning 
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They come to the park in late spring, 
and leave when summer ends. They do 
nearly everything in the park that makes 
your visit easier, better, safer, and more 
comfortable. 

They clean toilets, mow the grass, reg-
ister our campers, sell day passes, weed eat 
lawns, trim trails, paint buildings, and 
jump car batteries. 

Then the next day they do it all again. 
And the next. 
Consider that we have about  

• 90 toilets and  
• 30 showers to clean twice daily,  
• several acres of grass and miles of road 

to mow and trim,  
• 30 miles of trails,  
• over 100 buildings,  
• and over two million people coming 

through the gates every year. 
These seasonal employees making not 

much more than minimum wage work 
their collective tushies off to keep the park 
functioning and fabulous. 

We say goodbye to them this month, 
and the rangers carry on these duties alone 
until next spring. 

After another successful Arts in the Parks 
summer series at Deception Pass State Park, we 
received a couple of very kind letters. 

I am pleased to share these with you, as we 
look forward to next year’s experiences. 

Thank you Deception Pass Park Foundation 
for helping sponsor and supporting these con-
certs. 

Thank You Letters Behind the Scene Routine 
Miracle Workers 

Park aide Rick Colombo weed-eats one 

of our 320 campsites, another routine. 
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Bowman Bay’s waters became the site of a 
series of sailing races last month. But no one was 
on board the sailboats; they were model boats 
controlled by their owners with a birds-eye view 
from the dock. 

The event held Aug. 9 and 10 in Deception 
Pass State Park was hosted by the Deception Pass 
Model Yacht Club. 

Club members regularly sail with the west-
erly winds from noon to about 4 p.m. Wednes-
days and Sundays from the pier at Bowman Bay 
with about a dozen of the 40 or so members par-
ticipating each day. 

The Bowman Bay regatta took in $75 from 
each of the 18 entries. Much of that money was 
handed over to the Deception Pass State Park 
Foundation. 

The foundation helps with restorative work 
and promoting education at the park. 

Coming up is the annual Cranberry Caper 
Regatta for International One Meter boats on 
September 27 and 28 with a practice day on Sep-
tember 26. Entry fee is $75 and includes a lunch 

on Saturday and Sunday. 
The club holds another regatta in 

February called the Farrell Frozen 
Fingers Regatta, which is put on with 
help from the widow of former mem-
ber Ron Farrell, a “crusty old fella 
who hated the cold” organizer Julian 
Lee said. “He would never have 
sailed in it.” 

[Some of this article has been 

adapted from an article in the Ana-
cortes American written by Joan 
Pringle.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosario Office Nearly Finished 
Thanks to the generous and talented work of 

park neighbor Julian and Jean Lee and some of 
their hardworking friends, the Rosario interpre-
tive office is getting insulated and dry-walled.  

The room was left unfinished as a cost-saving 
effort due to limited funding to build the rest-
room. Beach Naturalists use the room for storing 
interpretive materials. When it is finished, they 
may be able to greet visitors and offer greater 
interpretive efforts. Thanks, friends! 

Model Yacht Club Hosts Regatta 

Steve Young, boat 73, and Dave VanAmburg, 

boat 71, port tack the fleet at the start of the 

Bowman Bay Benefit Regatta.  

Photo courtesy of Wayne Martin 

Julian Lee stains a wood window in the nearly-

finished interpretive office at Rosario. 
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It isn’t often that a major motion picture 
gets filmed in Deception Pass State Park. In 
fact, it has been almost a decade since the 
last film, The Postman, starring Kevin Cost-
ner. 

An independent movie production spent 
a full day at Rosario on September 3 shoot-
ing the next to last scene for its story line. 

With a misleading working title of 
“Captain Fantastic”, the crew was indeed 
blessed with fantastic weather for their 
shoot. Sunshine filled the skies all day with 
hardly a breath of wind to tussle the long 
hair of Viggo Mortenson (also known as 
Aragorn to Lord of the Ring fans) and his six 
‘kids’ of various ages (some of whom are also 
experienced actors and actresses), gathered 
around a funeral pyre. 

Written and directed 
by Matt Ross, also a 
familiar face to many, 
the story focuses on a 
father raising six kids 
in the woods who has 
to face challenges in an 
urban setting else-
where. 
The film has been on 

location throughout the 
state, shooting at 
Mount Baker, Index, 
the coast, and at Sea-
Tac Airport and many 
other places. 
The producers paid a 

significant amount of 
money to reserve the 
parking area at Rosario, 

much of Bowman, and pay several rangers over-
time to oversee the safety of the area and guide 
visitors around and away from the working set. 

Some special effects were handled by a local 
Whidbey Island expert who proved his value with 
the challenging shot. 

Location manager Dave Drummond said the 
shoot went very well, and that they took some 

fabulous footage that they think will be a key 
moment in the movie. 

I personally appreciated their respect for the 
sacred nature of Rosario, and for the sensitive 
environmental and cultural features of the area. 

I also appreciated a chance to chat with Matt 
Ross and see a kind and thoughtful man behind 
the famous personage he brings.  

The production took from sunup to sundown, 
and portions of the day before as well for setup. 
All of that will produce maybe a minute of time 
in the movie.  

But what a dramatic setting for a movie! 

Hollywood Comes to Rosario 

Director Matt Ross 

looking over the scene 

between shots 

Top: Part of the 75 member crew involved in the 

one-day shoot. 

Bottom: Viggo had to take time out from acting to 

take his own pictures of Rosario. 
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Sam Wotipka, our Deception Pass AmeriCorps interpretive intern from a couple of years ago, is 
now working as the assistant to the chief of interpretation in our Olympia headquarters.  

Sam was thumbing through a notebook of old memos and letters written by the superintendent of 
Washington State Parks, W. G. Weigle, in July of 1938. 

Mr. Weigle visited each of the state parks frequently in those early years (there weren’t as many 
back then, but travel was far more difficult I am sure!). On one such visit to Deception Pass, Mr. Weigle 
found something that was not what he had hoped to find.  

I appreciate Mr. Weigle’s sensitivity and insight into what makes a park valuable even today. 

“...not a place of bellyhoo.” 
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The Future of Outdoor Recreation  

Governor Jay Inslee created a Blue Ribbon 
Task Force in 2014 to develop a transformation 
strategy for outdoor recreation in Washington 
State. The Task Force’s mandate was to develop 
an action plan and issue recommendations to 
transform Washington’s outdoor recreation assets 
and state programs.  

Based on five public meetings and over 3,000 
public comments, the Task Force recommends 
nine near-term actions to increase outdoor recrea-
tion activities as well as promote the jobs and 
businesses associated with outdoor recreation.  

I have excerpted below some of the executive 
summaries from that report. I find it worthwhile 
enough to devote 4 pages to summarize the study. 

I hope you have and take the time to review 
the full details of what is presented by visiting the 
web page where this is presented. 

Go to: 
http://www.rco.wa.gov/boards/

TaskForceDocs.shtml   

If nothing else, please follow the link on that 
website to “Not So Much of a Good Thing”, by 

Doug Walker.  

Executive Summary 
As parents and grandparents, we want 

our children to experience, enjoy, learn 

about and become lifetime stewards of 

Washington’s magnificent natural re-

sources.  
As Washingtonians, we recognize the impor-

tance of improving the preservation of and access 

to our state parks and state recreation lands for 

ourselves and for the tourism industry.  

We all see the need to promote Washington’s 

outdoor assets and recreation opportunities 

across the state. By so doing, we will not only 

encourage the growth of the many businesses 

now operating in these sectors but make Wash-

ington an even more attractive place for others to 

start and grow their companies. 

Recent research from the Outdoor Industry 
Association indicates that outdoor recreation 
businesses in Washington directly support 
227,000 jobs (more than 7 percent of non-military 

jobs), and consumer spending on recreation-
oriented gear, apparel, lodging and services gen-
erates $1.6 billion in state and local tax revenue. 

Yet despite this sizable economic contribu-
tion, the infrastructure for outdoor recreation — 
the natural settings and places we have to play — 
is perceived as ‘nice to have’ instead of ‘must 
have.’ 

_____________ 
 

 “Everybody needs beauty as well as 
bread, places to play in and pray in, where 
nature may heal and give strength to body 
and soul.” — John Muir 

_____________ 
 

As a result, parks and recreation facilities are 
at chronic risk of underfunding. State parks, for 
instance, accumulate a mounting maintenance 
backlog while the demand for open spaces and 
local playfields fields outstrips supply in many 
locations. Outdoor recreation is often underval-
ued as a means of improving public health even 
as childhood obesity rates are at an all-time high. 

And public lands are not fully appreciated for 
their contribution to environmental health as 

places that promote clean water and mitigate the 
harm done by climate change. 

Other states are ahead of Washington in rec-
ognizing that the outdoors and, in particular, rec-
reation in the outdoors, delivers benefits to indi-
vidual health, to community cohesion and to the 
economy. With the variety of stunning outdoor 
assets distributed across our state, Washington 
should be a national leader in sustaining our natu-
ral settings and in cultivating the many benefits 



7 

that outdoor recreation offers. Today, Washington 
addresses outdoor recreation policy in piecemeal 
fashion, undervaluing a sector that can be a major 
contributor to individual, community, environ-
mental and economic health. 

To set a new course, Governor Jay Inslee cre-

ated the Blue Ribbon Parks and Outdoor Recrea-
tion Task Force, a public/private/nonprofit partner-
ship that developed a holistic strategic plan and 
provided solid policy direction for how Washing-
ton’s outdoor assets can be better leveraged. The 
task force developed a strategic plan and policy 
recommendations that will: 
• Support Washington’s outdoor recreation econ-

omy and grow jobs in the sector. 
• Use Washington’s recreation assets for recruit-

ing and retaining top talent for all areas of the 
economy. 

• Improve access to and preservation of State 
Parks and other state outdoor recreation lands 
for the benefit of all Washingtonians. 

• Raise public awareness by more deliberately 
tying recreation at local fields and parks to the 
broad benefits of the outdoors. 

• Create energy behind outdoor recreation as a 
way to improve the health of children and adult 
alike. 

• Promote education on value of nature and the 
environment, with a particular focus on educat-
ing young people about the science of the envi-
ronment. 

• Integrate outdoor recreation in the state’s over-
all economic development plans and ensure 
recognition for outdoor recreation pursuits is 
built into our state’s tourism strategies. 

Setting the Context 
Outdoor recreation begins at our front door: 

riding off on our bicycle, tossing the ball around 
with the neighborhood kids, walking with friends 
and perhaps an eager furry companion. From this 
gateway, our recreation pursuits grow with organ-
ized sporting activities, family camping outings, 
and adventures in the outdoors on foot, on horse-
back, on mountain bikes and on motorized vehi-
cles. Outdoor recreation strengthens families and 
builds communities. It fosters physical and mental 
fitness and health. It builds self-esteem, teaches 
problem solving and leadership skills, provides 
enjoyment and spiritual fulfillment. Outdoor rec-
reation is therapeutic, providing an escape from 
stressful daily activities. 

Outdoor recreation is not just fun and games. 
Outdoor recreation is essential to who we are, to 
our quality of life, and it strengthens our sense of 
what it means to be a community. 

___________________ 
 

 “Keep close to Nature's heart... and break 
clear away, once in awhile, and climb a 
mountain or spend a week in the woods. 
Wash your spirit clean.” — John Muir 

___________________ 
 
When a person recreates outdoors, it results in 

more than a personal benefit. It benefits all of soci-
ety, translating into reductions in health care costs, 
reductions in absenteeism in the work place, and 
decreases in juvenile crime. Recreating outside 
leads to people placing a value on natural places 
and believing it is important to keep them available 
for today's and future generations. 

Outdoor recreation is also a huge stimulus to 
our economy. Buying those walking shoes, back 
packs, tennis rackets, fishing rods, boats and snow-
mobiles provides thousands of jobs in manufactur-
ing, wholesaling and retailing. The economic im-
pact to Washington from the recreation and tourism 
industry is huge. Travel for recreation boosts the 
economy of those gateway communities through 
the purchase of gas, food, accommodations and 
services. 

We stand poised at a critical moment in time. 
We can and must act now to ensure the stewardship 
of our parks and public lands, to inspire our chil-
dren to live a life grounded in experiencing recrea-
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tion in the great outdoors and to nurture a vital and 
growing business sector. This was the premise 
when Governor Inslee established the Blue Ribbon 
Task Force on Parks and Outdoor Recreation. We 
journeyed around the state, listened to people who 
took time out of busy lives to show up and speak 
up, and read literally thousands of comments sub-
mitted via email and through an online town hall. 

What we heard universally confirmed the im-
portance of acting now before the very qualities 
that make Washington the great state we love are 

lost. Everything we stand to gain from bold, trans-
formational initiatives is also everything we stand 
to lose if we do not demonstrate leadership and 
commitment: 

N Healthier people: Experiencing and recreat-
ing in the outdoors contributes to both mental and 
physical health for everyone from our children to 
returning veterans and aging Baby Boomers. 

N Stronger communities: Communities that 
invest in parks, trails and other outdoor spaces of-
fer the quality of life that helps every resident 
thrive, and gives them a competitive edge in the 
quest for business creation, recruitment, and reten-
tion. 

N Thriving economy: From research to manu-
facturing to retail sales to services, an entire busi-
ness spectrum rests on the quality of our parks, 
public lands, and recreational opportunities. Not 
only does recreation support direct employment-it 
also serves as a star attraction for recruitment of 
new businesses and the talented workforce needed 
to build every business sector. Washington resi-
dents essentially receive a "second paycheck" in 

the form of our unparalleled outdoor recreation 
opportunities. 

This is why the Task Force recommends to 
Governor Inslee that he lead these initiatives that 
call on the state to invest its attention and state 
funding in protecting and enhancing the value of 
outdoor recreation to the state’s bottom line and the 
state’s quality of life. Washington simply would 
not be Washington without its great outdoors and 
abundant recreational opportunities. 

____________________ 

 
 "Thousands of tired, nerve-shaken, over-
civilized people are beginning to find out that 
going to the mountains is going home; that 
wildness is a necessity.” — John Muir 

_____________________ 
 
When we began our work on this task force, 

we knew some of the challenges to the future of 
our parks and outdoor spaces. We expected to iden-
tify barriers that keep people from getting out-
doors, issues of coordination between levels of 
government, opportunities lost and assets dimin-
ished through lack of funding. What we did not 
fully realize was the extent to which we would dis-
cover an economic powerhouse—the outdoor en-
gine of the Washington economy. 

Washingtonians from every part of the state 
and from every background share our passion for 
the outdoors and for all that the outdoors contrib-
utes to our economy and quality of life. We heard 
from thousands of residents that we must not take 
this for granted. If we do, our personal health, our 
businesses, our cities and towns, and our entire 
state will suffer the consequences. Future genera-
tions will ask us how we could have wasted such 
an incredible opportunity.  

And it is incredible. Washington is one of the 
most beautiful states in the nation and showcases a 
wide and wild profusion of mountains, forests, 
grasslands, islands, beaches, parks and every type 
of water, from lakes and rivers to the Puget Sound 
and the Pacific coast. Our outdoor spaces inspire us 
to move, to gaze, to explore and experience. 

That is, the outdoors inspires us if we can find 
time and access; if we have the means to travel 
safely and conveniently; if we have had the oppor-
tunity to learn to camp, fish, snowshoe, ride a 
horse, bike, snowmobile or climb; and if those 
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places are open and available rather than closed for lack of maintenance. These are the threats we heard 
while identifying strengths and opportunities that abound. 

The threats are quite real. Washington is growing rapidly on every front, placing a strain on outdoor 
spaces already stressed by fiscal and policy constraints that threaten our recreation infrastructure and 
outdoor programs. 

Just as we invest in education, transportation, and other contributors to our state’s economy affected 
by robust growth, we must recognize that Washington’s outdoors—and our enjoyment of it—represent 
one of the state’s most significant assets. Businesses choose to locate and grow here, talented and hard-
working people choose to live and contribute here, in no small part because they get an extra return on 
their investment every day from our outdoor spaces and our natural assets. Our parks and outdoor oppor-
tunities make people healthy and provide jobs across the state. 

One of the common themes we heard is that providing outdoor recreation opportunities should be 
seen as an essential government service—as important as providing transportation, police and fire pro-
tection. And there are many ways that federal, state and local governments can improve those services to 
make them easier to access, more available to users, as well as more attractive to people who, for what-
ever reason, are not taking advantage of them. Improving services will require a range of actions, includ-
ing providing strong leadership to changing policies and programs administered by public recreation 
providers and state funding priorities.  

 

 

Not So Much of a Good Thing  
By Doug Walker  
 

In 2005, Richard Louv published a book titled Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from 
Nature-Deficit Disorder. Louv’s thesis is that American children are increasingly disconnected from na-
ture and there are many negative consequences of this which he labels “Nature-Deficit Disorder.”  

My intention in this paper is to present some of the evidence and counter-evidence for what has been 
called a “fundamental and pervasive shift away from nature-based recreation.” I’ll also look at some of 
the causes and effects of this trend. Finally, I will look at some of the remedies and obstacles that may 
alter or sustain this “outdoors-disconnect” trajectory. 

I titled this talk “Not So Much of a Good Thing” under the assumption that the “outdoors” is a good 
thing, but we are far from getting “too much of it.” 
[read the rest of his report at http://www.rco.wa.gov/boards/TaskForceDocs.shtml ] 
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Create new bunkhouses at the Cornet Bay 
Retreat Center out of currently unused recycled 
school portables that are already there. 

Transform two cabins at the retreat center 
into rentable cabins for overnight guests in the 
off-season, and for adult leaders or chaperones 
during the busy season. 

Re-roof the Bowman Bay beach shelter with 
authentic CCC-style shakes, and repair the roof 
support beams. 

Re-roof the Rosario Shelter with authentic 
shakes as well. 

Re-roof the CCC residence near the old en-
trance to the Cranberry Campground. 

Re-roof the central maintenance shop / stor-
age building in our maintenance facility area. 

We have funding for these projects for mate-
rials, but we do not have adequate staffing yet to 
accomplish all of these tasks. 

 

Additional currently unfunded project 

needs:  
Replace a failed septic drain field at Quarry 

Pond with a connection to our force main sewer 
system ($95,000) 

Add gutters to the caretakers house at Kuku-
tali to prevent water damage in the basement 
($2000) 

Repair our 19 foot Almar search and rescue 
boat and motor ($5000) 

Repair several aging vehicles near the end of 
their normal life ($5000) 

Re-roof three buildings at north end of Pass 
Lake ($15,000) 

 

Clean off all park building roofs and gutters 
Paint three restrooms 
Renovate a dozen campsites for better orien-

tation and to reduce water problems 
Patch several roads 
Service 19 sewer pumps 
Repair several dumpsters 

Winterize all park water systems before the 
cold weather sets in 

Get permitting to remove a failed building on 
Ben Ure Island 

Get permitting to construct a professional 
stage at the amphitheater (already designed) 

 
Major Capital Restoration/  
Development Goals 
 
Restore Cornet Bay beach, phase 2 (this fall?) 
Restore Bowman Bay beach (2015?) 
Replace Cornet Bay pier and floats (seeking 
funding for 2016) 
Replace main sewer pump system at park en-
trance (seeking funding for 2017) 
Replace pier and floats at Cranberry Lake, east 
shore 
Build trail from Snee Oosh Road to overlook 
above lagoon, Kukutali Preserve 
Build gathering place at the west end of Kiket 
Island, Kukutali Preserve. 
Build an interpretive center at Rosario Beach 
Acquire a visitor center along or near Highway 
20 
 
 
 
 

Seasonal Park Aides this year at  
Deception Pass State Park, 2014: 
 

Cliff Bertelson 
Alicia Christiansen 

Darlene Clark 
Rick Colombo 

Noah Crozier 
Doug DeYoung 
Brian Evans 
Elaine Ledgerwood 

Nick Majeske 
Ashten Nachatilo 

Colin Northup 
Paige Ritterbush 
Darius Schwarz 
 
 

Funded Capital Maintenance Projects on 
our List for the next 10 months: 

Other Ongoing Maintenance Projects on 
our List for the next 10 months: 
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Cornet Bay Nearshore Restoration 
Project Celebration  
Thursday, September 18, 2014  11:00 a.m. 

 

BELLINGHAM - Community members are 
invited to join Northwest Straits Foundation, 
Island County Marine Resources Committee, 
Deception Pass State Park, and distinguished 
guests to celebrate completion of the initial 
phase of a multi-phase restoration project at Cor-
net Bay, Deception Pass State Park at 11:00 a.m. 
on Thursday, September 18, 2014.  

The celebration will include a project over-
view, presentations and comments by project 
partners, recognition of project funders and light 
refreshments. 

Northwest Straits Foundation is partnering 
with the Island County Marine Resources Com-
mittee (MRC) and the Washington State Parks 
and Recreation Commission to restore 1,600 feet 
of altered shoreline and two acres of beach at 
Cornet Bay in Deception Pass State Park.  

The multi-phase project includes removal of 
creosoted bulkheads and contaminated fill, re-
grading the beach to match the natural contour 
and significant riparian native planting. This 
work will restore the natural beach structure, 
enhance forage fish spawning habitat, and create 
an educational opportunity for Deception Pass 
State Park visitors. This multi-phase project is 
part of Island County’s salmon recovery plan. 

The September 18 event celebrates comple-
tion of Phase I of the project. This includes re-
moval of 65 tons of creosote-treated wood from 
a 750 foot-long bulkhead, over 800 linear feet of 
shoreline restored, 1.6 full-time equivalent jobs 
were created and retained for the duration of 
Phase I of the project, and 1.24 acres of beach 
and uplands restored to natural beach. 

Come join us at the beach shelter at Cornet 
Bay! 

For more information and to RSVP contact 
Heidi Lehman at 360-733-1725 or email at    
lehman@nwstraits.org  

 

 

Cranberry Lake is Open Closed 
Open 

Cranberry Lake opened up again August 22 
after being closed for three weeks due to a toxic 
bacteria. 

Our highest goal is to keep our visitors safe. 
When Island County Health Department offi-
cials discovered a potentially high level of toxin 
from a cyanobacteria, we closed the lake imme-
diately. 

We do not know what caused the cyanobac-
teria to grow. It may be related to excess nutri-
ents, hot summer weather, shallow water, eutro-
phication, or a multitude of other factors. We are 
still learning. But for now, it is open! And we 
monitor the quality frequently to make sure it 
stays safe. 

 

Park Volunteer Opportunities: 
 
• Help rebuild windows for Bowman Bay shel-

ters on September 21 
 
• Remove brush and invasive weeds such as 

poison hemlock along stairways at Pass Island 
 

• Map locations of invasive plants in the park 

for future removal 

 
• Improve kayak campsites and trail around 

Skagit Island 
 
• Monitor Hope Island for illegal camping or 

fires 
 
• Brush trails in the Hoypus Point and Pass 

Lake areas 
 
• Paint over graffiti under the Deception Pass 

bridge 
 
• Help re-roof several park buildings 
 
• Assist as a Beach Naturalist (attend training 

next March) 
 

New Marine Mammal Stranding 
Network 24/7 Phone Number: 

1-866-767-6114 
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Park Experiences:  
 

Anacortes Kayak Tours 
Guided kayak tours out of Bowman Bay for eve-

ryone. Visit their website at 
www.anacorteskayaktours.com 
The AKT is a proud sponsor of the Deception Pass 

Dash. 

 
Deception Pass Tours 

Tours through Deception Pass at sea level! 
Visit the welcome wagon at the bridge, or their 

store on Highway 20 north of the park near milepost 
44for more information, or check their website at 
www.deceptionpasstours.com 

 
Academic Adventures 

Visit the website at 
www.academicsandadventures.org 
 

 

 

Bike MS:  
Deception Pass Classic 2014 

Every year the National MS Society, Greater 
Northwest Chapter sponsors the Bike MS: Decep-
tion Pass Classic. 

This year’s event again attracted over 2000 
bicyclists to raise money for research to eventu-
ally cure and eliminate this disease. 

Each rider raises at least $250 in donations, 
plus contributes $75 for the ride fees. They bike 
over 50 miles. The top fund raiser generated over 
$17,000 in donations. Together, they have raised 
well over a million dollars this year. 

Bikers can choose distances of: 
Day 1: 22, 59, 80 and 97 mile options.  
Day 2: 26, 52, and 72 miles. Routes start and 

finish at the Skagit County Fairgrounds.  
The Saturday ride comes across the Decep-

tion Pass Bridge, with some riders using Cran-
berry Lake as the halfway point, turning around 
here and then going back to Mount Vernon. 

Riders raise money 
to support MS re-
search, and pro-
grams and services 
dedicated to improv-
ing the quality of life 
for individuals af-
fected by MS.  

A small portion of the many bike riders who come through Deception Pass’s East Cran-

berry Lake area take a break after riding here from Mount Vernon. The jam of bikes 

makes traffic a little slow in the afternoon on Highway 20 through the park. Sounds 

worthwhile to me. 
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Friday, Sept. 12:  
Seeds of Time.   
7 p.m., at WSU Mount Vernon, 16650 State 
Route 536.   

Featured in this new documentary are the 
efforts of a crop diversity pioneer to preserve 
seeds and protect the future of our food, and the 
world agriculture community’s support of those 
efforts. Free showing sponsored by Washington 
State University, the WSU Mount Vernon Bread 
Lab, Dick’s Restaurant Supply, and the Belling-
ham Food Co-op.  

Independent filmmaker Sandy McLeod and 
Cary Fowler, director of The Global Crop Diver-
sity Trust, will be on hand for a question-and-
answer session after the film.  

A link to the Seeds of Time film trailer is 
available at http://vimeo.com/73726895.  

For more info, contact: Steve Jones, WSU 
Mount Vernon Research Center Director/Plant 
Breeding Professor, 360-416-5210, jon-
ess@wsu.edu.   
 
 

Fidalgo Bay Day 
September 13, 2014 - 11:00am-3:00pm,  
Fidalgo Bay RV Resort in Anacortes.  

Celebrate the beauty, history, and marine life 
of Fidalgo Bay - A free, fun and educational ex-
perience for the entire family! Sponsored by 
Skagit MRC. 

 
 

Sunday Sept. 14:   
Hootenanny!   
11 am - 3 pm, on 9th st. between Commercial and 
O Ave.  

This month's family-friendly event is in con-
junction with Anacortes' first Open Streets (see 
below). Come on down and enjoy old-fashioned 
games such as gunny sack races, egg and spoon 
relays, tug-o-war, tag, foxtail, capture the flag, 
hula hooping, bubbles, scavenger hunting, and 
more!  Sponsored by Transition Fidalgo & 
Friends.  
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday, Sept. 14:  

Open Streets event.  
11 am - 3 pm, downtown Anacortes.  

Downtown Anacortes will be closed to cars 
so that you can come out to ride, walk, skate 
and enjoy the day.  Retro Bike Ride, Bicycle 
Concours d’Elegance, minor bike repairs, dedica-
tion of USBR 10, BMX and Special Olympics 
riders, music, healthy lifestyle demos, informa-
tion displays and more, including our own Hoote-
nanny (see above).  

 

Saturday, Sept. 27:   
Fix-It Day!   

Got a broken appliance you'd like to use 
again? A lamp that needs attention? Bring in your 
items for repair; cost is by donation to support 
Deception Pass State Park. Reduce, Reuse, RE-
PAIR and then Reuse! Sponsored by Transition 
Fidalgo & Friends.  9 am - 2 pm, Anacortes 
Farmers' Market 
 
 

Tuesday, Sept. 30 and Oct 1 and/or 2:   
Volunteer for Skagit County Bike-Ped Count.   

Like all transportation projects, non-
motorized projects for bicycles and walkers get a 
boost if we have the right data that can be used in 
planning, project design, and obtaining funds/
grants.  

Skagit County will conduct the first non-
motorized traffic count this fall to support this 
important goal. It takes only a few hours (3-ish) 
on one (or more) of the days of your choice. 
Count sites are in Sedro-Woolley, Mount Vernon, 
Anacortes, La Conner, Swinomish, and Burling-
ton.  

To volunteer, contact Gabe Philips at 
gabep@scog.net or 360-416-6678. Sponsor of the 
count is the Active Community Taskforce, a com-
mittee of the Skagit Council of Governments. 
Each location will have two counts done during 
the three days; one in the morning between 7-9 
am and one in the afternoon between 4-6 pm.  

Upcoming Community Events 
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Harvest moons, bleached beach logs, the lingering warmth as we 

squeeze as much life out of the last few days of summer as we can. 
I pick blackberries to freeze for the joy of a warm blackberry pie 

in winter. I clean my gutters, knowing the rains will be coming and the 
burn ban of today will be a crackling-fire memory in a month or two. 

This has been a delightful summer, warm temperatures simmering 
in July and August and now into September. We have had busy days in 
the park, full campgrounds every night for over two months, smiling 
faces of visitors who are enjoying this park as a backdrop for the new 
memories and experiences they create with friends and families. 

We have had a success with our summer music programs, with 
volunteer-led interpretive programs, with hundreds of Junior Rangers 
pledging to take care of the planet, with projects led by staff or volun-
teers making this a better park for now and the future. 

Even with Cranberry Lake being closed for a few weeks, we are 
coming to understand the biology of the lake just a little bit better, and 
recognizing the value of the lake, and all of this park, to the lifestyle of 
our communities. 

The studies presented earlier in this document suggest that maybe 
recreation is not as important as it used to be a generation ago. I dis-
agree completely. I see people enjoying recreation more than ever — 
maybe not in the same way as the past, but in smaller doses manage-
able for today’s world. I see more intense recreation, a focus on chal-
lenging oneself to do better, play harder, achieve more. I see people 
still exploring every corner of this park, afoot, afloat, with friends and 
alone. 

I see this park’s popularity and value growing ever more abun-
dantly, year by year. 

I see spaces such as these becoming a part of the fabric of our life, 
like the changing of the seasons, the warmth of love, and the beauty 
and hope of the future. 

 

 
__________________________ 

This monthly update is sent to 

folks who have expressed an inter-

est in keeping in touch with what is 

happening or in the planning 

stages at Deception Pass State 

Park.  

We are grateful to have you 

welcome us into your inbox.  

If you are not interested in 

receiving these monthly updates, 

please reply to this message and let 

me know. We have no intention of 

sending emails that you do not wish 

to receive.  
If you wish to communicate at 

anytime with me or other park staff, 

please email, call, or visit us. This 

park is your park. 

 
 
 

 
 

Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park  
41020 State Route 20  
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 
 
 

 

ViewPOINT:  
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