
  

 
The parking lot is open, and the trails are in-

viting everyone to walk out onto Kiket Island. 
On June 16, the Swinomish Tribe and Wash-

ington State Parks held a small ceremony to com-
memorate the momentous collaboration that al-
lowed the island to be a part of everyone’s heritage 
now. 

It took two years to find the funding to pur-
chase the property. It took another year to develop 
a partnership between the tribe and the state of 
Washington for co-ownership, creating what is we 
believe to be the only piece of land in the entire 
United States co-owned and co-managed by two 
governments. 

It took a little longer to develop a management 
plan for the area, and even longer to find the fund-
ing that allowed us to build the parking lot to allow 
visitors to have access to the island. 

That is all behind us. What lies ahead is for us 
all to care for and enjoy this spectacular resource. 

As Swinomish Chairman Brian Cladoosby 
shared, “A lot of people as time goes on will not 

realize, they will have no understanding about 

those original few who were at the table making 

sure this became a reality.  

“That’s okay. It’s not about what they say 

about us or remember about us, it’s about what 

our kids, grandkids and the  seventh generation 

are going to be able to witness, experience, and 

share right out here.” 

I cannot express it better. 
To explore the Preserve, go to the parking area on 

Snee-Oosh Road, a couple miles south of Highway 20. 
Leave your car or bicycle in the parking lot area, then 
walk westward on the trail across the causeway lead-
ing to Kiket Island. I like to take the main trail to the 
west end of the island, explore the beaches, then head 
back on either the south trail if I’m feeling lazy or the 
north trail for a more scenic and energetic walk. 

Just remember that Flagstaff Point at the far west 
end is off limits to all as a wildlife preserve, and the 
beaches are for hiking only, no harvesting of any kind. 

 
A park neighbor and friend shared the following 

review of his first hike through the Preserve. Please 
enjoy his blogspot, comments, and photos. 

http://www.fidalgoweather.net/2014/06/the-
kukutali-preserve-is-open.html  
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• Deception Pass State Park averages about two 
million visitors a year. Highway 20 carries 
over 15,000 cars a day through the park. 

• This park has no visitor center. Most parks 
do, such as the North Cascades, which does-
n’t even have half our attendance. 

• We have many, many stories to share with 
our visitors.  

• Our visitors have many, many needs for 
goods and services, such as clothing, camping 
items, foods and drinks, natural history 
books, firewood, and more. 

• We have a dedicated corps of volunteers who 
would love to meet and greet visitors and 
share these stories and sell these materials. 

• Sales from this building could bring a net 
profit of up to $50,000 a year, all of which 
would go back into this park and this park 
alone. 

• Any and all profits from sales would benefit 
future interpretive programming and park 
protection and restoration. 

• There are several partners who also wish to 
share a visitor center to make it jointly suc-
cessful, partners such as the Chamber of 
Commerce, Deception Pass Tours, and per-
haps Anacortes Kayak Tours and oth-
ers. 

• These partners can and will provide 
volunteer and paid staff willing to 
make this opportunity work. 

• There is a building available for sale, 
in the park, along highway 20, with 
ample parking. 

• The property is wholly within the park 
boundary, but is privately owned. 

• The building is large enough to have 
sales of appropriate materials, offer 
visitor services and information, and share 
space with these other partners who can help 
provide these services and more. 

• The owner is very willing and motivated to 
sell the property if it would become a part of 
Deception Pass State Park and benefits the 
park’s future. 

• If we do not pick it up, it will be sold soon to 
someone who is willing to take on the store 
business for profit. 

• Washington State Parks has $200,000 to offer 
towards the purchase price. 

• We need $600,000 more. 

Do you see a way to help? 

This opportunity will not last long. 
We can’t get there without you. 
Let’s talk. 
 

Sam Wotipka, our AmeriCorps intern in 2012 and 
2013, is returning to Washington State Parks! He was 
just selected to be a program specialist for interpretive 
services for the agency, allowing him the opportunity 
to develop and improve interpretation throughout the 
entire Washington State Park system. 

I want to think that it was his interpretive intern-
ship here that gave him the skills he needed, but we all 
know he came with a wealth of skills that he shared in 
so many ways around Deception Pass, and then he 
further honed those skills while studying scientific 
writing at MIT and working for the Charles River Mu-
seum nearby. 

Sam will probably be very involved in improve-
ments of our dated CCC center, and in kickstarting our 
Rosario interpretive services. 

 

Concert Double Header Delights! 

Our first Arts in the Parks concerts this summer 
were well attended and much enjoyed. 

The General’s Seven started the series off with a 
bang, with lively music from a trumpet, trombone, 
clarinet, drums, a banjo, and more. The group included 
eight soldier-musicians from across the state who ex-
emplify the Army National Guard's model of a 
“patriot, soldier, and neighbor.”  

They were followed by Crumac, playing tradi-
tional Irish tunes and songs. Tom Creegan was on the 
tin whistle and the intriguing Uilleann pipes—the Irish 
version of the bagpipes—joined by Irish fiddle-meister 
Dale Russ and Mike Saunders, a long-standing singer/
guitar player in the Northwest. 

 Welcome Back, Sam! 

 Do You Have $500,000 to Invest? 
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American Roots Series Returns: Our Eighth Season! 

OLYMPIA – June 19, 2014 – The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission Folk & Traditional 
Arts in the Parks Program invites the public to the Eighth Annual American Roots Music Series at Deception Pass 
State Park on Whidbey Island. 

 The concerts all begin at 7 p.m. and feature folk and traditional music representing a variety of communities 
from around the Pacific Northwest. Admission is free to the performances. The Discover Pass is required for vehi-
cle access to the park.  

All performances are in the West Beach amphitheater on the Whidbey Island side of the park, unless it’s rain-
ing. In case of rain, performances will move to the East Cranberry Lake picnic shelter, also on the Whidbey Island 
side of the park.  

The remaining performances are scheduled as follows: 
 

 July 12 at 7 p.m. Rebel Voices 
Labor songs with wit and flair from duo Susan Lewis and Janet Stecher. For more 
than 20 years, the duo has created incredible harmony as members of The Belles of 
Hoboken, Shays' Rebellion, and since 1989, Rebel Voices. They took their name 
from the book by Joyce Kornbluh, Rebel Voices: An IWW Anthology, a collection 
of writings, songs, poems and cartoons by members of the Industrial Workers of 
the World, or “Wobblies.” Wobblies have always been rabble rousers, unionists, 
artists and singers who attack the issues of their time with passion and humor. This 
same spirit moves Rebel Voices today as they sing out for social and economic jus-
tice. 

 
July 19 at 7 p.m. Hale Bill & the Bopps 
Hale Bill & the Bopps offers a musical smörgåsbord of toe-tapping Scandinavian fiddle 
music from all the Nordic countries, including schottisches, waltzes, polskas, and much 
more. The band includes fiddle, keyboard and voice, plus the nyckelharpa (Swedish), and 
Hardanger fiddle (Norway), two instruments you may be seeing for the first time. The 
band’s musicians have been on the regional folk music scene since the ‘70s and ‘80s, 
performing primarily at folk dances and festivals in various configurations. They became 
constellated as Hale Bill & the Bopps in 1997 while Hale Bopp the comet was streaking 
across the sky.  
 

July 26 at 7 p.m. Quichua Mashis 
The band members are Quichua Indians from the Andean mountains of 
northern Ecuador. Better known as the Inca Empire, the Quichua region of 
South America covers Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia. Their music has been 
passed down through the generations and reflects the struggle of the 
Quichua people, their connection to “Pacha Mama” (mother earth) and their 
spiritual journeys through history. Many of the instruments are handmade, 
using bamboo, sheep hooves, goat skins and armadillo shells. The group 
performs on zamponas (panpipe flutes), quenas (endblown flutes), the 
bombo (drum), chakchas (rattle), and charango, which resembles a small 
guitar with 10 strings. The traditional instruments are accompanied by the 
guitar, bandolin and violin. 

 
The series is accessible to persons with disabilities.  
The American Roots music series is part of a broader series of events celebrating Washington’s diverse cul-

tures and presented by the Folk and Traditional Arts in the Parks Program. The program is a partnership of Wash-
ington State Parks, the Washington State Arts Commission and Northwest Heritage Resources with funding pro-
vided by grants from the National Endowment for the Arts and the Washington State Parks Foundation. For a full 
schedule of Folk and Traditional Arts in the Parks Program events, visit www.parks.wa.gov/calendar.aspx.  
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By Jessy Osterloh, Park Interpretive Intern 

 

Whatever your feelings about spiders are, no one 
can deny that spider silk is one of the most amazing 
materials in the world. Pound for pound it is stronger 
than steel and tougher than Kevlar, more flexible than 
either substance, biodegradable, and manufactured by 
the spider at room temperature. Clearly, spider silk is 
unlike anything humans have ever designed. 

What is this super-material made of? Spider silk 
is made out of protein. Spiders secrete liquid silk out 
of glands, and then pull the liquid silk through their 
spinnerets into long strands.  

Spiders also have the ability to produce different 
types of silk. The strongest silk is used for the spi-
der’s dragline and the framework for orb webs. Some 
spider silk has a tensile strength (the amount of force 
it takes to break a material while pulling on it) of 
392.4 pounds per square millimeter (Shipman, M., 
2014)! 

 
 
 An electron 
microscope im-

age of a spider’s 

silk spigots 

which are lo-

cated on the 

spinnerets.  

 

Photo from  

MicroAngela 
 
 

Other types of silk include the sticky silk in 
which many spiders trap their prey, or waterproof silk 
for spiders that live underwater. The waterproof silk, 
once spun into a web, traps bubbles and makes a div-
ing bell for the spider. The spider can breathe, lay 
eggs, and eat its prey within the bubble trapped under 
the underwater web (Harris, T., 2002). 

Researchers have been trying to commercially 
produce spider silk for years. It is one of the main 
problems in the field of materials science and engi-
neering. Why not just farm spiders like silkworms? 
Well, spiders are territorial loners that don’t like be-
ing near one another and tend to solve this problem 
through cannibalism. So scientists have to find an-
other way to produce silk that doesn’t directly in-
volve the spiders. 

By isolating the spider genes that are responsible 
for silk production and transplanting them into other 

life forms, researchers are getting closer to being able 
to produce spider silk. There are a few companies 
attempting a few different strategies in this area. One 
company uses E. coli bacteria with the spider silk 
gene to produce the protein that makes up spider silk. 
Another uses goats with the spider gene to produce 
the silk protein in its milk. Yet another company is 
attempting to grow alfalfa which contains the silk 
protein (Scott, A., 2014).  

The problem with each of these methods is that 
they produce the protein but not the superfine thread 
(one-tenth the diameter of a human hair!) (Leinhard, 
J., 1995). Without the spider’s spinnerets to spin the 
thread, people have to spin it using an expensive, 
precision-manufactured machine. 

 

 A transgenic silkworm which produces both normal 

silk and spider silk. Image from University of Notre 

Dame. 
 

One method that shows promise is to put the 
spider silk gene into silkworms. The silkworms then 
spin a combination of normal silkworm silk and 
strong spider silk. It isn’t as strong as pure spider silk, 
but it may soon come close. Silkworms only eat mul-
berry leaves rather than other silkworms and don’t 
mind being very near each other (Braconnier, D., 
2012). 

Why go through all this trouble to make spider 
silk? Spider silk has been used for cross hairs in tele-
scopes, gun sights, range finders and microscopes 
since before World War II. Now scientists want to 
use it for medical sutures because some spider silk is 
coated with antiseptic agents (Leinhard, 1995). Its 
incredible fineness also makes it ideal as a thread for 
sutures because it could help decrease scarring. Sci-
entists also think spider silk could be used for im-
proving body armor, making it stronger and lighter. 
Still another application might be as a fiber used in 
construction, like carbon fiber. These advances sound 

Spider Silk 
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promising but they are probably several years down the 
road as scientists are still figuring out the best way to 
mass produce spider silk. 

 
Right: 

A machine that 

spins spider silk 

protein into 

threads. Image 

from Utah State 

University 

iGEM. 

 

The great 
advantage in 
using spider silk 
over steel, Kev-
lar or carbon 
fiber is not that it 
is so much 
stronger but that 
it can be manu-
factured under 
room tempera-
ture and pressure 
– conditions much more easily obtained (and thus, less 
expensive) than those used to forge steel or manufacture 
Kevlar. Kevlar is expensive because its plastic (water-
insoluble) liquid crystal molecules must be kept in a 
corrosive sulfuric acid solution during the manufacture 
and spinning of the fibers. 

Most people hate or fear spiders, but these amazing 
arachnids have so much to offer us. Scientists are study-
ing spiders’ hydraulic legs, venom, and web construc-
tion to see what else we can learn from them! The next 
time you squash a spider, think for just a moment about 
what spiders have to offer us. 
 

For more information: 

 

Braconnier, Deborah. “Silkworms spinning spider 
webs” Phys.Org. 03 January 2012. <http://phys.org/
news/2012-01-silkworms-spider-webs.html#nRlv> 27 
June 2014. 
 
Creative Commons. “Kevlar”. 2014. Chempolymerpro-
ject. <https://chempolymerproject.wikispaces.com/
Kevlar+-+B-+ahkg> 27 June 2014. 
 
Elert, Glenn. “Diameter of a Human Hair” 7 November 
2011. The Physics Factbook. <http://
hypertextbook.com/facts/1999/BrianLey.shtml> 
 
Harris, Tom.  "How Spiders Work"  08 August 
2002.  HowStuffWorks.com. <http://

animals.howstuffworks.com/arachnids/spider.htm> 27 
June 2014. 
 

Leinhard, John. “A Spider’s Web” Engines of Our Inge-
nuity. <http://www.uh.edu/engines/epi1069.htm> 27 
June 2014. 
 
Oyen, Michelle. “Spider silk is a wonder of nature, but 
it’s not stronger than steel” 07 June 2013. Phys.Org. 
<http://phys.org/news/2013-06-spider-silk-nature-
stronger-steel.html#nRlv> 27 June 2014. 
 
Scott, Alex. “Spider Silk Poised For Commercial Entry” 
03 March 2014. C&EN. <http://cen.acs.org/articles/92/
i9/Spider-Silk-Poised-Commercial-Entry.html > 27 June 
2014. 
 
Shipman, Matt. “What makes Spider-Man’s web so 
strong?” 05 May 2014. Phys.Org <http://phys.org/
news/2014-05-spider-man-web-strong.html> 27 June 
2014. 
 
Woodford, Chris. “Kevlar” 18 May 2014. Explain-
ThatStuff! <http://www.explainthatstuff.com/
kevlar.html> 27 June 2014. 
 
Zoltek. “How is Carbon Fiber Made?” 2013. Zoltek 
Commercial Carbon Fiber. <http://www.zoltek.com/
carbonfiber/how-is-it-made/> 27 June 2014. 
 
For way more information and complete reference list, 
contact: Jessica.osterloh@parks.wa.gov 
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Significant Park Changes Coming: 
Amphitheater Stage: permits pending 
Cornet Bay shoreline restoration, west end: Fall 

2014? 
Bowman Bay shoreline restoration: 2015? 
Cornet Bay floats and pier replacement: 2016? 
 
 

 
Crabbing opened July 3 and remains open on 

Thursdays through Mondays until Labor Day.  
We share this in case you are a crabber and want 

to enjoy this opportunity, or in case you like peace and 
quiet and want to avoid the incredible crowds that de-
scend upon Cornet Bay on opening day and the week-
ends thereafter. 

 
 
 

Park Experiences:  
 

Anacortes Kayak Tours 
Guided kayak tours out of Bowman Bay for eve-

ryone. Visit their website at 
www.anacorteskayaktours.com 

The AKT is a proud sponsor of the Deception Pass 

Dash. 

 
Deception Pass Tours 

Tours through Deception Pass at sea level! 
Visit the welcome wagon at the bridge, or their 

store on Highway 20 north of the park near milepost 
44for more information, or check their website at 
www.deceptionpasstours.com 

 
Academic Adventures 

Visit the website at 
www.academicsandadventures.org 

 

 
TRAIL TALES WALKS:   

Fidalgo Bay Aquatic Reserve – A Marine 

Treasure in Our  Own Backyard 

 
Date: Thursday, July 10th 
Time: 10 am 
Location: Fidalgo Bay Resort 
701 Fidalgo Bay Rd, Anacortes 

 
Did you know that two of the state’s seven aquatic 

reserves, Fidalgo Bay and Cypress Island, are located 
right here in Skagit County in our own backyard?  Join 
Trail Tales docents and a DNR Aquatic Reserve Spe-
cialist to learn about Fidalgo Bay’s protected marine 
treasures – it’s habitats and the abundant species.  
We’ll walk out to the old train trestle across the bay at 
low tide to glimpse the valuable eelgrass habitat and 
learn how the reserve is managed and protected for the 
benefit of wildlife and for our enjoyment.  Trail Tales 
interpretive walks are free, public walks along a paved 
handicapped accessible trail and last about 1.5 hours.  

For more info visit TRAIL TALES at 
www.skagitbeaches.org/trail-tales-home.html     
 
 

Mixing It Up In Fidalgo Bay – The Role of 

Watersheds in Creating Productive Eco-

systems 
 

Date: Sunday, July 27th 
Time: 2:00 pm 
Location: 34th Street at the Tommy Thompson Trail 
 

Join Trail Tales docents for an informative and 
visual narrative that seeks to explain how regional 
watersheds are an integral part of a large, unique and 
complex marine ecosystem known as the Salish Sea. 
Our own Fidalgo Bay is an important part of this lar-
ger ecosystem.  This highly productive and biologi-
cally diverse system is home to many mammals, birds, 
fish and invertebrates that are critical to the economies 
and lives of the Pacific Northwest. Trail Tales inter-
pretive walks are free, public walks along a paved 
handicapped accessible trail and last about 1.5 hours.  

For more info visit TRAIL TALES at 
www.skagitbeaches.org/trail-tales-home.html    
 

Upcoming Community Events 

 

Park Volunteer Opportunities: 
• Help rebuild windows for Bowman Bay shelters 

• Remove brush and invasive weeds such as poison 
hemlock along stairways at Pass Island 

• Improve kayak campsites and trail around Skagit 
Island 

• Monitor seal pups if they rest on shore 

• Help with concert set up 

• Monitor Hope Island for illegal camping or fires 
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Share the Shore with Harbor Seal Pups  
 

Point of Contact for Media Inquiries: Jim Milbury, 562-980-4006, Jim.Milbury@noaa.gov  

 
The West Coast Marine Mammal Stranding Network encourages you to "Share the Shore" with harbor seal 

pups. Pups are born on the outer coast of Washington in May through July. In our inland waters pups are born in 
the north (San Juan Islands, Bellingham, Whidbey and Camano Islands) in June through August. In south Puget 
Sound pups are born in late June through September. Harbor seal pupping in Hood Canal takes place in August 
through October. There are 3,000-5,000 harbor seal pups born in Washington inland waters each year. Under the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act harbor seal populations have recovered to healthy numbers. The harbor seal 
population is at carrying capacity (maximum population size of the species that the environment can sustain in-
definitely).  

Nursing pups remain with their mothers for 4 to 6 weeks and are then weaned to forage and survive on their 
own. Harbor seal pups may haulout in the same place for several days or weeks at a time; this does not mean 
they are abandoned. Pups that are being weaned must learn to survive and forage for food. Weaned pups will 
spend extended hours on shore resting and regulating their body temperature. Please respect nature’s role. Up 
to 50% of the pups born will not survive their first year of life.  

Many harbor seal pups are too young to have developed protective wariness (escape response) and may not 
flee when approached while resting and warming up on shore. Harbor seals use log booms, docks, and shoreline 
habitat on a daily basis to rest and regulate their body temperature. Please Share the Shore- stay back 100 yards 
if possible, keep your dogs on a leash, and if the animal is injured call our hotline at 1-866-767-6114.  

Harbor seals (and all marine mammals) are protected by law under the Marine Mammal Protection Act. 
Federal marine mammal regulations prohibit harassing seals to reduce human disturbance of important life proc-
esses. Don’t Touch Seal Pups! The best thing you can do is to leave the animal alone – it’s best chance for sur-
vival is in the wild.  

For more information about harbor seal pups in Washington State please read the Share the Shore with Har-
bor Seal Pups, Frequently Asked Question document distributed with this PSA or visit our website at: http://
www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/protected_species/marine_mammals/pinnipeds/index.html 1  

 

There is a seal pup on the beach, what should I do?  
Keep your distance. The West Coast Marine Mammal Stranding Network encourages you to "Share the 

Shore" with harbor seal pups. Pups are born in Puget Sound late June through September and use log booms, 
docks, and shoreline habitat on a daily basis to rest and regulate their body temperature. Please stay back 100 
yards if possible, keep your dogs on a leash, and if the animal is injured call our hotline at 1-866-767-6114. The 
best thing you can do is to leave the animal alone. You can also find contact information for your local stranding 
network coordinator at: http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/protected_species/marine_mammals/
stranding_maps_and_contacts.html  

 
Can I feed, touch, or pick up a harbor seal pup?  
No, harbor seals (and all marine mammals) are protected by law under the Marine Mammal Protection Act. 

Federal marine mammal regulations prohibit harassing or capturing seals on shore to reduce human disturbance 
of important life processes. Feeding seals in the wild is also prohibited and is considered harassment. What is 
harassment? It is when we disturb, injure, or interfere with its ability to hunt, feed, communicate, socialize, rest, 
breed, or care for its young. If you feed, touch, harass, pour water on or pick up a seal you may be investigated 
by NOAA’s Office of Law Enforcement for violating the marine mammal regulations.  
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I can closely approach a harbor seal pup on the beach. Is it sick?  
No, many harbor seal pups are too young to 

have developed protective wariness (escape re-
sponse) and may not flee when approached while 
resting and warming up on shore. Some pups 
haulout in public areas and are not sensitive to 
human presence. Please Share the Shore and give 
the animal space. Adult seals are more wary and 
will escape to the water if approached. If the pup 
is still being attended by a female seal it is impor-
tant to reduce human disturbance at the site so 
she can return to care for her pup. Remember, if 
you approach the pup, the mother will likely be 
able to see you, and may not return.  

 
The pup is injured, what should I do?  

Seals are wild animals and occasional minor injuries can be expected. If you think the pup is seriously injured 
call our hotline at 1-866-767-6114 or use our GIS maps to find the stranding coordinator in your area; http://
www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/protected_species/marine_mammals/stranding_maps_and_contacts.html. Some-
times what you may think is an injury may be normal. For example, harbor seal pups are born with an umbilical 
cord that will fall off between 7-10 days. The first 0-4 days the umbilical cord is pink and fleshy, and has been 
mistaken for “intestines” or a cut. Harbor seal pups do get small wounds and cuts; this is normal and does not usu-
ally present a serious health concern. Pups also lie on their sides and commonly hold a foreflipper into the air. 
They are also very awkward on land since they cannot rotate their hindlimbs forward (like a sea lion can), so they 
move with a wriggling “caterpillar” like motion.  

 
I’m concerned a harbor seal pup has been abandoned, what should I do?  

A minimum undisturbed observation period of 24 to 48 hours is recommended to determine whether the pup is 
being attended by a female. Signs of an attendant female would include; sightings of seal(s) in the water nearby; 
tracks near the pup; movement of the pup up or down the beach, or in and out of the water. Harbor seal pups may 
haulout in the same place for several days or weeks at a time; this does not mean they are abandoned. An attendant 
female may be nursing her pup at night if there is human disturbance around the pup during the day.  

 

How long do harbor seal pups nurse?  
Nursing pups remain with their mothers for 4 to 6 weeks and are then weaned to forage and survive on their 

own. Pups are precocious at birth, capable of swimming and following their mothers into the water immediately 
after birth. Pups will call for their mothers until weaned with a sheep-like “m-a-a-a”; and will sometimes try and 
suckle on driftwood, boats, and other items when hauled out or swimming until they learn to catch fish on their 
own. Pups that are being weaned must learn to survive and forage for food. Weaned pups will spend extended 
hours on shore resting and regulating their body temperature. Please respect nature’s role. Up to 50% of the pups 
born will not survive their first year of life. Contributing factors to pup mortality within this first year are; condi-
tions associated with fetal development or premature birth; disease; predation by shoreline predators or domestic 
dogs, infection; dehydration; or starvation. Please give all seals space on shore; it is vital to reduce human distur-

bance and give seals the best chance to thrive in the wild.  

 
Is the harbor seal population healthy?  

Yes, under the Marine Mammal Protection Act harbor seal populations have recovered to healthy numbers. 
The harbor seal population is at carrying capacity (maximum population size of the species that the environment 
can sustain indefinitely). The Washington Inland water stock of harbor seals is estimated to be 14,000 individuals 
and the Oregon/Washington Outer coast stock is estimated to be 25,000 individuals (Jeffries et al 2003). There are 
3,000-5,000 harbor seal pups born in Washington inland waters each year.  
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What is the rehabilitation 
policy for harbor seal 
pups?  

In Washington there are two 
NMFS authorized rehabilitation fa-
cilities that are available to provide 
clinical care to a limited number of 
sick or injured marine mammals. The 
decision to place an animal in a reha-
bilitation facility is made on a case 
by case basis by authorized Federal, 
state, or local officials, or by local 
Stranding Agreement holders who 
have been authorized by NOAA 
Fisheries to conduct live animal first 
response and triage.  

Our overall goal is to provide an 
appropriate response to ensure that 
animals have the best chance to sur-
vive on their own in the wild, which 
usually means leaving a pup on the 
beach.  

The harbor seal population is healthy, so we do not intervene in cases of natural mortality. Intervention to cap-
ture individual seals observed at harbor seal rookeries (where pups are born) is avoided to minimize the impacts 
and disturbance of other animals at the site including nursing females with pups. In some cases, pups with serious 
injuries or who have had negative interactions with dogs or humans are considered as candidates to be taken in for 
treatment.  

Rehabilitation can only be done by trained experts at an authorized facility; these facilities cannot accept ille-
gally captured marine mammals delivered to them for treatment by unauthorized individuals. Rehabilitation of 
harbor seals is difficult and many will not survive; rehabilitation does not guarantee the long-term survival of the 
animal post-release.  

 
I want to learn more about harbor seals, what resources are available?  

For more information about harbor seals in the Pacific Northwest please visit our website at:  
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/protected_species/marine_mammals/pinnipeds/harbor_seals.html  
To view the SealCam, harbor seal videos and follow a seal research blog visit ;  
http://wdfw.wa.gov/wildwatch/sealcam/  
You can also follow the Blubberblog and view a Share the Shore with Harbor Seals video at: http://

www.blubberblog.org/  
There are also several published papers by Northwest Marine Mammal Stranding Network members on con-

taminant trends and rehabilitation studies that can be found at: http://www.cascadiaresearch.org/reports/Ross%
20et%20al%202013%20Salish%20Sea%20seal%20FR%20trends.pdf and http://wdfw.wa.gov/publications/01439/  

 
References: Jeffries SJ, Huber HR, Calambokidis J, Laake J (2003) Trends and status of harbor seals in 

Washington State: 1978-1999. Journal of Wildlife Management 67:208-219 
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Notes in PASSing 
 
 
From the July 20, 1922 local newspaper (Maybe the grammar isn’t the 

best, but the significance of the event for the future was/were astounding): 

 

Deception Pass State Park will be celebrating our 92nd birthday as a 

state park on July 20, a Sunday this year. 

Cake, anyone? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________ 

This monthly update is sent to 

folks who have expressed an inter-

est in keeping in touch with what is 

happening or in the planning 

stages at Deception Pass State 

Park.  

We are grateful to have you 

welcome us into your inbox.  

If you are not interested in 

receiving these monthly updates, 

please reply to this message and let 

me know. We have no intention of 

sending emails that you do not wish 

to receive.  
If you wish to communicate at 

anytime with me or other park staff, 

please email, call, or visit us. This 

park is your park. 

 
 
 

 
 

Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park  
41020 State Route 20  
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 
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