
  

 

 

 

 

 

The eighth annual Salish Sea Native American 

Cultural Celebration educated and entertained hun-

dreds of visitors at Bowman Bay this weekend, bring-

ing together the Samish and Swinomish tribes to share 

stories, cultural arts, handcraft skills, traditional foods, 

and dugout canoe rides through the bay. 

Each year's event seems to have its own style and 

spirit. This year brought large crowds, encouraged by 

the free parking day in the park and the bright sun-

shine of the afternoon. 

It also brought great salmon meals, prepared by 

each tribe to share with those who were hungry and at 

the right place at the right time. 

Drums, stories and prayers opened the event to 

honor our shared heritage and common homeland. 

Throughout the day, people wandering through the 

venue could learn about various traditional crafts, with 

products that were demonstrated in use in various 

ways, such as hats and other clothing essentials. 

Deception Pass State Park is honored to be able to 

host and welcome the local tribes to Bowman Bay, our 

common grounds, and to share this honor with so 

many this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, June 28: Fix-It Day.  

Got a broken appliance you'd like to use again? A 

lamp that needs attention? Bring in your items for re-

pair; cost is by donation to support Deception Pass 

State Park. Reduce, Reuse, REPAIR and then Reuse!  

Sponsored by Transition Fidalgo & Friends.   

9 am-2 pm, Anacortes Farmers' Market. 
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 Hungry Beetles Do Battle  
It started  as an herbal remedy for digestive 

problems, skin issues, and bleeding. Then beekeep-

ers noticed that it was profitable for honey bees with 

its deep purple flowers. By the mid 1800’s, America 

had become infested with Lythrum salicaria, or pur-

ple loosestrife. 

Now banned in 34 states, and declared noxious 

nationwide, it can dominate wetland areas, outcom-

peting with native species and taking over entire 

wetland areas. It has a small toe-hold on Cranberry 

Lake in Deception Pass State Park. A few years ago, 

volunteer Rick Machin and I removed a truckload of 

plants from the lakeshore. Some still remains. 

This year, thanks to a assistance from the Island 

County Noxious Weed Board, we were able to re-

ceive 250 little beetles, Galerucella spp., for disper-

sal on a stalk of the purple loosestrife. I paddled over 

to the infestation area last month and set the critters 

free to chomp on the leaves. They should now be lay-

ing eggs, which will hatch into larvae which will then 

again fee on the plant, then go into the soil to eventually re-emerge as adults, feed on the loosestrife yet again, then 

return to the soil for the winter. 

The goal is that they eventually run out of plants to feed on.  

In a similar approach, we received 250 Bruchidius villosus beetles whose larvae feed on scotch broom seed 

pods. These were released last month on a heavy infestation of Scotch broom that can be seen while driving north 

on the Deception Pass bridge. As you cross the second span, over Canoe Pass, look up about 50 feet and you will 

see the bright yellow of Scotch broom, which is now fading as summer arrives. This patch was selected as it is 

visible to a large number of people but not often disturbed. We shall see about its effectiveness. 

  Adult Galerucella. Photo by J. Palmer.  

SWITMO: Translation = Better Trails  
 

It may not be the easiest name to pronounce: the 

Skagit Whatcom Island Trail Maintaining Organization. 

Even SWITMO, for short, is still a long acronym, but this 

group is also long on energy and frequent support of the 

trails in Deception Pass State Park. 

For Trails Day 2014, about 30 SWITMO volunteers 

ranging in age from 9 to 90 (no, that is not a typo) 

sweated for four hours as they repaired, rebuilt, and 

opened up three different trails in the park. The Pass Lake 

trail, Goose Rock trail, and Fireside trail all had brush 

removed, deadfall cleared off, nettles decimated, and 

awkward sections made straighter or cleaner. 

Led by Doug Shepherd, Gene Joy, and Duane Mel-

cher, these three groups first had a safety talk, then put 

their backs into the sections assigned to them. 

Afterwards, they enjoyed a grand picnic meal at the park office organized by SWITMO president Joan Mel-

cher. Give a word of thanks the next time you enjoy one of our park trails, in recognition of groups like this, made 

up of everyday individuals, who keep our popular trails open for hiking. 

Thank you SWITMO! 
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By Jessy Osterloh, Park Interpretive Intern 

 

It’s a beautiful summer evening and 

your friends and family are having a bar-

be-cue at Deception Pass State Park.  

While the burgers and hot dogs are 

cooking, some of you strike up a game 

of volleyball. As you get into the game 

you begin to warm up a little and you 

start to sweat. You swat at a mosquito 

flying laps around your head, but you 

miss.  

Suddenly, you dive for the volley-

ball, saving your team a point. You 

spring back up, just as the ball is re-

turned over the net. Spiking the ball 

over, you score a point for your team! 

After this brief exertion, you pause and 

take a couple of breaths to recover.  

And that’s when she makes her 

move.  

The mosquito that you’d swatted at 

before lands on your warm sweaty neck, 

inserts her proboscis into a blood vessel 

and injects you with saliva containing 

anti-clotting enzymes.  

The mosquito drinks her fill of your blood and 

flies off to produce a few hundred eggs.  

Only the female mosquitoes drink blood because 

they need the proteins in blood to produce their eggs. 

The males are pollinators and feed off of the nectar of 

flowers. Mosquitoes are attracted to your sweat and 

warm body, as well as the excess carbon dioxide that 

you were exhaling.  

A few minutes later you sit down to eat your 

tasty burger. You feel an itch on the back of your 

neck and reach back to scratch it. Only now do you 

realize you’ve been bitten by the most evil of the in-

sects. You feel the bite begin to swell and try not to 

scratch it. You’re having an allergic reaction to the 

mosquito saliva. Luckily, that is the only negative 

effect of the mosquito bite – this time. 

  

Many mosquitoes carry diseases such as malaria, 

dengue fever, encephalitis, and West Nile virus. In 

Washington, we only have to worry about West Nile 

virus, and it is not common for people to be infected 

with it.  

West Nile virus is transmitted from birds to hu-

mans by way of mosquitoes. According to the Cen-

ters for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) most 

people have no symptoms and those that do usually 

recover quickly.  

Nonetheless, it is important to protect yourself 

from these biting insects. Ways to do this are to make 

sure you keep your doors shut (and screen doors in 

good repair), wear long sleeved clothing, ,stay in-

doors as much as possible from dusk to dawn when 

these blood-sucking insects are most active, and wear 

bug repellant. 

There are about 3,000 species of mosquitoes 

known. It is rumored that in the Arctic, the mosqui-

toes can be so thick that they will suffocate a caribou! 

Scientists believe that the caribou walk into the pre-

vailing wind to avoid the mosquitoes.  

According to the American Mosquito Control 

Association, mosquito activity increases by 5 times 

during a full moon! 

Humans are actively trying to eradicate the 200 

or so species of mosquitoes that prey upon us. Some 

scientists believe that doing so will not disrupt eco-

systems because there are so many other small insects 

that fill similar niches as mosquitoes. In other words, 

not many species depend on mosquitoes for survival. 

Some of the ways in which people are attempting 

to get rid of mosquitoes include spraying with insecti-

cide and genetically engineering mosquitoes to pro-

duce sterile offspring. This has been very successful 

because the genetically engineered mosquitoes can 

still mate, but the next generation of mosquitoes does 

not.  

Mosquitoes — The Most Evil 
Insect 

Photo by Dr. Relling/Creative Commons License. 
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For more information about mosquitoes:  

http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/bugs/

mosquito/ 

http://www.mosquitoes.org/LifeCycle.html 

http://www.nature.com/news/2010/100721/

full/466432a.html 

http://www.ted.com/talks/

hadyn_parry_re_engineering_mosquitos_to_fight_diseas

e  

http://www.mosquitoreviews.com/mosquitoes-

purpose.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photography Workshop at Deception 

Pass State Park June 20 and 21 

Professional photographer and retired high school 

teacher Ron Osterloh will be presenting a photography 

workshop on June 20 and 21, together with Jessy Oster-

loh.  

We’ll learn about basic composition techniques and 

tips and tricks for getting great pictures. All cameras are 

welcome, from phones and point-and-shoots to SLR 

cameras. Be ready for a fun, hands-on experience!  

Call 360-675-3767x31 or  

email jessica.osterloh@parks.wa.gov for more informa-

tion and check the events calendar on the Deception 

Pass Park Foundation’s website for the start times 

(TBD). 

 

 

From the Archives 

Former AmeriCorps intern Sam Wotipka drew our 

attention to this historic 1939 video:  https://archive.org/

details/swhsReel0010.  

The beginning few minutes feature Deception Pass 

State Park in Kodachrome from 1939. Notice the bridge 

without pedestrian guardrails, the seawall and bathhouse 

that were formerly at Cranberry Lake, and one of the 

North Beach shelters with nearly brand-new cedar sid-

ing!

 

 

 

 

 

• According to the World Health Organization 

mosquitoes infect over 300 million people a year 

with Malaria and Dengue, just two of the life 

threatening diseases mosquitoes can carry. 

• According to WHO, of those 300 million, 

800,000 will die from Malaria and another 20,000 

from Dengue. 

• According to the CDC, in the United States 

alone since 2001 over 30,000 people have been 

infected with West Nile Virus. Of those 30,000 

infections 1,200 have resulted in death. 

• 3.4 billion people (half the world’s population) 

live in areas at risk of malaria transmission in 106 

countries and territories 

• In 2012, malaria caused an estimated 207 mil-

lion clinical episodes, and 627,000 deaths. An esti-

mated 91% of deaths in 2010 were in the African 

Region. 
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We have spent four years preparing for this mo-

ment. 

Four years to find the funding to allow public 

access, and to prepare a management approach that is 

acceptable to all. 

And this month, the wait and the work is 

bearing fruit: the Kukutali Preserve at Kiket Is-

land will open in the latter half of this month. 

In June of 2010, Washington State Parks 

joined with the Swinomish Indian Tribal Com-

munity to acquire the property from private 

ownership. Several federal and state grants and a 

large private donation provided the funds to buy 

the land. 

Then tribal and state park representatives 

worked together to find a management approach 

that meets the needs of the public and the re-

spective purposes of the joint owners. 

As a preserve, funded with preservation 

dollars, the intent of Kukutali is to protect the 

environmental processes of the land while allow-

ing no-impact recreational use.  

After public meetings and discussions, the 

two governments agreed on a plan to open the park to 

walkers only during daylight hours. 

Then we needed to find funding for a parking lot 

so that visitors could get to Kukutali. The Swinomish 

tribe dedicated the resources to have the parking lot 

built this past month. 

In addition, the island itself has had three trails 

established across the island thanks to the help of 

SWITMO, and most of the non-essential buildings on 

the island removed by another tribal-funded contract. 

Once the parking lot is complete this month, the 

island will be open! 

The parking lot only holds seven cars — a small 

size for a large purpose: to keep human impacts low, 

and to enhance the recreational experiences of those 

who do come to the island. 

Some other management choices in place: 

• Flagstaff Point and the estuary area will re-

main off limits to protect these rare and frag-

ile environments 

• Pets, bikes, or horses will not be welcome to 

keep the experience as natural as possible 

• Kayaks and other human-powered craft may 

land on the beach so long as intertidal life is 

not damaged 

• The preserve will be day use only 

• The beaches remain under the exclusive own-

ership of the Swinomish tribe, so no non-

tribal harvesting will be allowed there. 

 

When the parking lot is completed and everything 

is ready for visitors, I will send out a special an-

nouncement to all Current readers.  

Look for it soon! 

 

 Kukutali Preserve Opens this Month! 

Photo looking west from Kiket Island toward Deception 

Pass. Skagit Island is on the left. 

Work on the parking lot for Kukutali nears completion 

along Snee-Oosh road. 
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Cornet Bay Restoration Continues 
 

Last week, we dug test pits at the lawn area on 

the southwest edge of park property at Cornet Bay. 

The pits revealed no significant cultural resources, so 

our plans are mov-

ing forward in the 

second phase of the 

Cornet Bay restora-

tion to a natural 

beach. 

Plans include 

removing the large 

amount of fill that 

was added to the 

beach decades ago, 

to allow the natural 

beach shoreline to 

again become es-

tablished. With 

upland and shoreline plantings, the beach will again 

support forage fish and juvenile salmon. The restora-

tion work will look very similar to what was done 

near the boat launch and moorage areas two years 

ago. 

Look for opportunities to help with planting this 

area this fall and/or next spring! 

 

 

Bowman Bay Restoration Closer 
 

It has been my dream for forty years now. Ever 

since my college days, I have looked forward to the 

day when Bowman Bay would be restored to its natu-

ral beauty by removing the rip-rap along its beach 

line. 

Thanks to the Northwest Straits Foundation and 

the work of many, this reality now has plans and is in 

the process of getting permitted for construction next 

fall! 

Dreams coming true  

[The following is excerpted from the Northwest 

Straits Foundation monthly newsletter:] 

 

We sat down with Deception Pass State Park 

Manager Jack Hartt, 

who shared his per-

sonal story and dream 

for Bowman Bay: 

 

 “Bowman Bay has 

been close to my heart 

since I studied with 

shoreline conserva-

tionist Wolf Bauer in 

the 1970s and wrote 

my senior thesis on Puget Sound State 

Parks.  What’s amazing is that the area was pro-

tected for so long, by local Tribes and later as a mili-

tary reserve. It wasn’t until the Washington Depart-

ment of Fisheries came in the late 1940s and built a 

hatchery that the bay changed drastically. Fish tanks 

and staff housing were built on fill that was added 

over wetlands that fed the beach. The beach was bur-

ied with a rock wall to protect the pier that was built 

to ship fish supplies. Even though the hatchery was 

dismantled in the early 1970s, the damage to the 

beach and wetlands remained. 

 

How will the proposed restoration change Bowman 

Bay? 
For starters, we propose to ‘tear down this wall’, to 

quote a former U.S. President.  The rock armoring is 

the only major obstacle to restoring some of the natu-

ral shoreline processes. Removing the rock, re-

grading the beach and planning native vegetation is a 

fairly easy fix and is expected to improve forage fish 

spawning habitat, improve nearshore habitat for ju-

venile salmon and bull trout, and improve conditions 

for eelgrass beds as nursery areas for a variety of 

marine animals. Plus, these improvements will make 

Bowman Bay more user friendly and accessible for 

park visitors. It’s a win-win-win. Read the entire in-

terview with Jack go to:  

http://www.nwstraits.org/uploads/images/

Foundation/Dreams-come-

true_J.Hartt_053014docx.pdf 

 

To visit the Northwest Straits Foundation’s story 

about Wolf Bauer, my shoreline mentor and inspira-

tion, please visit this page: 

http://www.nwstraits.org/uploads/images/

Foundation/Wolf-Bauer.pdf   (Wolf Bauer passed 

away just last year, at over 100 years of age.) 

Happening This Month in the Park:

Park maintenance chief Mark 

Lunz digs a test pit as plans be-

come finalized for restoration. 

Boulders wall the beach at Bowman Bay —  but 

not for long! 
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TRAIL TALES WALK:   
Fidalgo Bay Aquatic Reserve – A Marine 

Treasure in Our  Own Backyard 

 
Date: Thursday, July 10th 

Time: 10 am 

Location: Fidalgo Bay Resort 

701 Fidalgo Bay Rd, Anacortes 

 
Did you know that two of the state’s seven aquatic 

reserves, Fidalgo Bay and Cypress Island, are located 

right here in Skagit County in our own backyard?  Join 

Trail Tales docents and a DNR Aquatic Reserve Spe-

cialist to learn about Fidalgo Bay’s protected marine 

treasures – it’s habitats and the abundant species.  

We’ll walk out to the old train trestle across the bay at 

low tide to glimpse the valuable eelgrass habitat and 

learn how the reserve is managed and protected for the 

benefit of wildlife and for our enjoyment.  Trail Tales 

interpretive walks are free, public walks along a paved 

handicapped accessible trail and last about 1.5 hours.  

For more info visit TRAIL TALES at 

www.skagitbeaches.org/trail-tales-home.html     

 

 

TRAIL TALES WALK:  
Mixing It Up In Fidalgo Bay – The Role of 

Watersheds in Creating Productive Eco-

systems 
 

Date: Sunday, July 27th 

Time: 2:00 pm 

Location: 34th Street at the Tommy Thompson Trail 

 

Join Trail Tales docents for an informative and 

visual narrative that seeks to explain how regional 

watersheds are an integral part of a large, unique and 

complex marine ecosystem known as the Salish Sea. 

Our own Fidalgo Bay is an important part of this lar-

ger ecosystem.  This highly productive and biologi-

cally diverse system is home to many mammals, birds, 

fish and invertebrates that are critical to the economies 

and lives of the Pacific Northwest. Trail Tales inter-

pretive walks are free, public walks along a paved 

handicapped accessible trail and last about 1.5 hours.  

For more info visit TRAIL TALES at 

www.skagitbeaches.org/trail-tales-home.html    

 

Park Experiences:  
 

Anacortes Kayak Tours 
Guided kayak tours out of Bowman Bay for eve-

ryone. Visit their website at 

www.anacorteskayaktours.com 

The AKT is a proud sponsor of the Deception Pass 

Dash. 

 
Deception Pass Tours 

Tours through Deception Pass at sea level! 

Visit the welcome wagon at the bridge, or their 

store on Highway 20 north of the park near milepost 

44for more information, or check their website at 

www.deceptionpasstours.com 

 
Academic Adventures 

Visit the website at 

www.academicsandadventures.org 

  

 

Crabbing opens July 3 and remains open on 

Thursdays through Mondays until Labor Day.  

We share this in case you are a crabber and want 

to enjoy this opportunity, but also in case you like 

peace and quiet and want to avoid the incredible 

crowds that descend upon Cornet Bay on opening day 

and the weekends thereafter. 

Upcoming Community Events 

Arts in the Parks Returns! 
 

June 7 – Salish Sea event with the Tribes 

July 5 -- National Guard Band 5 p.m. 

July 5 – Crumac – Irish Music 

July 12 – Rebel Voices – Labor songs with 

wit & flair 

July 19 – Hale Bill & the Bopps – Scandi-

navian 

July 26 – Quichua Mashis – Andean tradi-

tional music 
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Notes in PASSing 
 

National Climate Assessment,  
The definitive statement of current and future impacts of carbon pollution 

on the United States has just been released. Read it here:  

http://nca2014.globalchange.gov/ It has a special section just on the 

northwest, with interesting impacts expected for us. Check it out. 

 

Thursday, June 12:  See the film DamNation! Anacortes High School's 

GREEN Club is hosting a fundraiser by showing the documentary DamNa-

tion!  Learn more at the movie trailer link: http://damnationfilm.com/

trailer   6:30 pm, at the Anacortes Cinema  

 

 

"No Net Loss":  
Removing Derelict Fishing Gear in the Salish Sea 

 

The Northwest Strait 

Foundation is one of our key 

partners at Deception Pass for 

funding and planning major 

shoreline restorations. 

But that is not all they do. 

Please take a few minutes 

to view this video about an-

other ongoing project they 

fund and carry out: removing 

lost fishing nets in our waters, 

which will otherwise kill ma-

rine life and degrade the sub-

surface environment they 

cover. 

Go to 

www.vimeo.com/92878422 

 

 

Campground Restroom Reborn  
 

Before: a small restroom 

with no showers, unappealing 

from the outside and not much 

better on the inside.  

After a maintenance grant 

to improve this campground 

restroom: four individual rest-

rooms, two with self contained 

showers, clean and modern, and 

an exterior that carries through 

the CCC theme at Deception 

Pass. 

This has been another qual-

ity project by our talented main-

tenance staff of Mark Lunz and 

Todd Harris, assisted by several region maintenance workers including Rob 

Claflin, Chris Johnson, Bob Parker, and several others. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________ 

This monthly update is sent to 

folks who have expressed an inter-

est in keeping in touch with what is 

happening or in the planning 

stages at Deception Pass State 

Park.  

We are grateful to have you 

welcome us into your inbox.  

If you are not interested in 

receiving these monthly updates, 

please reply to this message and let 

me know. We have no intention of 

sending emails that you do not wish 

to receive.  
If you wish to communicate at 

anytime with me or other park staff, 

please email, call, or visit us. This 

park is your park. 

 

 

 

 

Park Manager 

Deception Pass State Park  

41020 State Route 20  

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 
 

 
 

Current Tides:  

Cornet Bay vicinity 

http://www.protides.com/

washington/604 

Blue dots indicate where nets have been 

removed in tour nearby waters 

Mark Lunz finishes the siding paint on the 

remodeled campground restroom. 


