
  

Yes, Kiket Island is now open to all of us, at any 

time of the day.  

After four years of planning how to best protect 

this special place, and fundraising for a parking lot, we 

are proud to announce that your newest Washington 

State Park is available to everyone. 

The parking lot is located on Snee-Oosh Road, on 

the west side of the Swinomish Reservation. It only 

holds seven cars, so come before the crowds discover 

the island’s delights. 

It is open during daylight hours, seven days a 

week. Some special rules apply, such as walking ac-

cess only, no shell-fish harvesting, and pack out what 

you pack in. Come enjoy! 

At a special ceremony today, the Kukutali Man-

agement Board, Swinomish Indian Tribal Community, 

and Washington State Parks and Recreation Commis-

sion members celebrated the many years of joint plan-

ning and negotiations to create a preserve that pre-

serves the beauty and natural environments of the is-

land while allowing no-impact public use. 

Chairman Cladoosby of the Swinomish Tribe and 

Washington State Parks Director Don Hoch gave key-

note speeches honoring the work that went into the 

process of acquiring the island with grants and dona-

tions, and the work of crafting a management plan that 

follows the vision of protection for this remarkable 

place. 
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Left: Washington State 

Parks NW Region Man-

ager Eric Watilo wel-

comes visitors to the 

Kukutali Preserve, while 

Charlie O’Hara , origi-

nal board member and 

former Natural Re-

sources manager for the 

Swinomish Tribe waits 

for his turn to share a 

few words as well. 
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Left: 

Washington State Parks and Rec-

reation Commission Commissioner 

Lucinda (Cindy) Whaley and Swinomish 

Tribal Chairman Brian Cladoosby plant a 

maple tree near the parking lot of the 

Kukutali Preserve. 

Rather than just put in a ceremonial 

shovel full of dirt, the two dignitaries 

filled in the entire base of the tree! 

 

 

 

 

Below: Larry Fairleigh and Curt 

Miller read the information about the 

Kukutali Preserve presented on the bulle-

tin board near the parking lot before they 

head down to the island. 
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Above: Visitors enjoy hiking the North Trail through old growth forest on Kiket Island. 

 

 

Below: Enjoying the view west from a rocky opening along the trail. 
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The end of the trail, looking west toward Skagit 

Island on the left, and Deception Pass in the distance. 

At low tide, Skagit Island is almost connected to 

Flagstaff Point at the west end of Kiket Island. 

There is still more to do at the site over the next 

few years, including adding a handicapped-accessible 

boardwalk/trail and developing some site amenities at 

the main part of the Preserve that will include a pic-

nic shelter, picnic sites, interpretive information and a 

small restroom.  

Some of the basic rules for enjoyment: 

• Pack out anything you bring in 

• Walking access only (no bicycles, horses, or 

motorized vehicles) 

• No pets, to protect the environment and 

habitat 

• The beach is open for walking, but not for 

harvesting of shellfish, as the beach is still 

owned exclusively by the Swinomish tribe. 

• No fires or overnight use 

• No access to Flagstaff Point at all 

• Kayaks allowed except from July through 

September, to protect spawing grounds for 

forage fish 

• Open daily from dawn to dusk 

• Discover Pass required 

 

Kukutali Preserve is the first park in the United 

States to be co-owned and co-managed by a tribe and 

another government such as a state.  

The island was always within the reservation 

created by the United States in their treaty with the 

Swinomish tribe. But it had been lost to the tribe 

when those lands were made vulnerable to sale by the 

Dawes Act in the 1880s, and consequently sold to a 

private citizen in the early twentieth century. It is a 

remarkable story of return and rebirth to have it re-

stored to its rightful owners. 

And adding it to the Deception Pass State Park 

area makes the island available to all citizens of 

Washington, with the responsibility now for all of us 

to give it the protection and honor that it deserves as a 

place that can be cherished by us, our grandchildren, 

and their grandchildren. 

 

Thanks are due to so many, many people and 

groups who have contributed to make this new park, 

but in trying to name them all I am sure I will leave 

out many who are deserving of honor. 

Here is a brief beginning: 

• Trust for Public Land 

• Washington Wildlife and Recreation Pro-

gram 

• United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

• Doris Duke Foundation 

• National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admini-

stration 

• Charlie O’Hara, Emily Haley, Larry 

Wasserman, Todd Mitchell 

• Eric Watilo, Daniel Farber, Derek Gustaf-

son, Lisa Lantz, Bill Koss, Larry Fairleigh 

• Rex Derr and Don Hoch 

• Brian Cladoosby 

• Christine Gregoire, Jim Manning 

• Skagit Whatcom Island Trail Maintaining 

Organization 

• Swinomish Public Works 

• Deception Pass State Park staff 

• Curt Miller, Miller Landscape Architecture 

• Tanisha Gobert, and Danny Rambo 

• Adam Lorio 
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Above: 

Map of Kukutali Preserve. 

 

The Washington State Parks and Recreation Com-

mission and the Swinomish Indian Tribal Community 

own the property in green.  

The tribe alone owns the beaches, highlighted in 

pink (off limits) and tan (open to hiking but not harvest-

ing). 

 

Come explore and enjoy! 

 

 

___________________________ 

This monthly update is sent to 

folks who have expressed an interest 

in keeping in touch with what is hap-

pening or in the planning stages at 

Deception Pass State Park.  

We are grateful to have you 

welcome us into your inbox.  

If you are not interested in re-

ceiving these monthly updates, please 

reply to this message and let me 

know. We have no intention of send-

ing emails that you do not wish to 

receive.  
If you wish to communicate at 

anytime with me or other park staff, 

please email, call, or visit us. This 

park is your park. 

 

 

 

 

Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park Area 

41020 State Route 20  

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 


