
  

Who, What, When, Where, and Why: 

You, Scotch Broom removal, Sunday, May 4, at 

9:30, at the Cornet Bay restroom. 

Deception Pass Tours will generously donate their 

boat and time to transport volunteers from Cornet Bay 

to Hope Island, where we will once again  hop to the 

meadow to decimate the curmudgeon invasive, Scotch 

Broom, from this park's only official Natural Area 

Preserve, Hope Island.  

Our annual trips to the island have made a signifi-

cant reduction of the amount of Scotch Broom in the 

wildflower meadows, as we had hoped. (Has anyone 

been on all of the trips?  

Every year we see more and more wildflowers 

blooming in the south-facing meadows, sharing the 

space with juniper and wild bunch grasses. 

Every scotch broom removed opens even more of 

the meadows to the native species that belong there. 

Please bring loppers or other appropriate weapon, 

gloves, some food and water, and hopefully sunscreen 

or a big hat. 

We will return back to Cornet Bay officially at 

12:30, but I will have a small park boat out there as 

well if you need to leave earlier. 

Hope to see you there! 

Sweeping Scotch Broom Away 
  

This invasive plant threatens native vegetation and 

wildlife, costs the logging industry and government of 

Washington State tens of millions of dollars annually 

in lost revenue and expense to control, and is a desig-

nated Noxious Weed.  

It can develop impenetrable stands of shrubs, out-

competing seedling trees and native vegetation, and 

blocking wildlife corridors. It is a breathing hazard, a 

potential fire hazard, and all parts of the plant are poi-

sonous if eaten. 

Each mature shrub can cast as many as 10,000 

seeds; seeds can remain viable in the soil for up to 80 

years. 

Whenever possible, peo-

ple should remove Scotch 

broom wherever found fol-

lowing these best practices: 

Small seedlings – green 

stems that are thinner than a 

finger - should be pulled 

from the ground by hand 

(loosening the soil around 

roots if needed) or with a 

weed wrench. 

Shrubs with woody 

stems somewhat thicker 

than a finger should be cut 

within 2 inches of the 

ground with a lopper, saw or blade-whacker. 50-80% 

of larger shrubs won’t re-grow. Pulling very large 

shrubs will disturb seeds in the soil initiating new 

seedlings, 

Lime and some herbicides can be applied to the 

stumps and soil where plants are cut or pulled to re-

duce the chances of seedlings sprouting with minimum 

adverse environmental impact. 

When is the best time to remove them? Now. 

Deception Pass State Park 

Hope to Remove  
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King County Housing Authority 
AmeriCorps Team Visits State Park 
for Service Project 

On March 28th and 29th, Pat Porter and the King 

County Housing Authority AmeriCorps team visited 

Deception Pass State Park to do a service project.  

The group of fourteen AmeriCorps members com-

pleted a landscaping project near a new restroom in 

the Cranberry Lake Campground, filled the one ton 

truck with English ivy one and a half times, and 

helped clean and ready the Civilian Conservation 

Corps Interpretive Center at Bowman Bay for opening 

in April.  

The amount of work that can get done is amazing 

when there are fourteen pairs of hands! The team put 

96 hours of labor into projects at Deception Pass. 

Thanks to the King County Housing Authority Ameri-

Corps team for your hard work! Your team is always 

welcome at Deception Pass! 

 

 

Beach Naturalists Prepare for Excit-
ing Season at Deception Pass 

The Volunteer Beach Naturalists had their last 

training session on April 3rd preparing them for a busy 

season at Rosario Beach.  

The training took place at the Padilla Bay Na-

tional Estuarine Research Reserve and was all about 

interpretation. Naturalists received plenty of tips and 

tricks for connecting with school groups and visitors to 

the beach.  

The Naturalists were also given the opportunity to 

share with each other about their favorite intertidal 

organisms and explore the clams, crabs, and worms of 

the mud flats of Padilla Bay. While we don’t have 

mud flats at Rosario, seeing all the other critters that 

can live in the intertidal zone was useful because many 

of the school groups that come to Rosario Beach are 

also making a trip to Padilla Bay.  

The Beach Naturalists will help school groups 

discover life in the tide pools and will be at Rosario 

Beach during most low tides in the late spring and 

summer to answer visitors’ questions.  

If you are planning a trip to Deception Pass State 

Park, consider coming out to Rosario Beach to see all 

of the interesting organisms that live there and learn 

what we’re doing to help conserve this special place. 

Don’t forget to check a tide table for Bowman Bay 

before you visit! 

 

 

 

 

Bowman Bay Shoreline to Change 
 

Want to see a natural beach at Bowman Bay, all 

the way across? This was my vision back in 1976 

when I did my senior thesis at the University of Wash-

ington. 

It may happen soon! 

 

Bowman Bay before the Fisheries Research Sta-

tion changed the shoreline. (Photo adapted from Two 

Hands and a Shovel) 

 

Thanks to present research grants, plans are being 

drawn up to remove the boulders along the beach and 

create a natural beach that parallels and complements 

the existing beaches on both sides of the rocks. 

Bowman Bay shoreline restoration plans will 

hopefully be forthcoming in June. Work, if funded by 

grants, may take place in 2015. 

 

 

Deception Pass Challenge Coming 

It’s the 3rd annual.  

The Deception Pass Challenge race starts at 8 a.m. 

on Saturday, June 14.  

Volunteers will be greatly appreciated, worked 

hard, and rewarded 

sumptuously if you 

like bagels. 

Consider lend-

ing a hand or voice 

to this fun and 

crazy event as peo-

ple swim, bike, 

and run through 

the challenging 

terrain of this 

amazing park. 
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By Jessy Osterloh, Park Interpretive Intern 

 

 As spring advances, the low tides begin to occur 

in the day time hours, inviting visitors and school 

groups to Rosario Beach to see the tide pools. 

Schools bring children in May and June to see the 

tide pool critters and to learn about the intertidal eco-

system. A large variety of organisms live in the tide 

pools, from barnacles to rock weed to nudibranchs 

and even the occasional octopus! When visiting the 

tide pools, it is guaranteed that you will see unusual 

and interesting plants and animals. 

 Aggregating anemones are one of the most com-

mon organisms people can see at the Rosario tide 

pools. They share the rocks with the barnacles, not 

moving unless they are threatened. Are they are 

plants or animals? They are greenish, with pink 

tipped tentacles, making them look like the land-

based anemone flower – which is how they got their 

name. In fact, they are carnivorous animals, closely 

related to the jellyfish.  

Anemones are invertebrates and have no brain or 

central nervous system but still prey on unsuspecting 

sea life, reproduce two different ways, defend their 

territory, and host symbiotic algae! Undoubtedly, 

these creatures are far more fascinating than they 

appear at first glance. 

   The green anemone with pink tinged poisonous 

tentacles. Photo from: http://www.nps.gov/pore/

naturescience/intertidal.htm 

 

 Let’s start with the stinging tentacles. Called 

nematocysts, each tentacle contains cells that stab and 

inject toxins into anything that has gotten too close to 

the anemone. The anemone then guides its prey into 

its mouth. Aggregating anemones are not poisonous 

to humans, but if you touch one, you should wash 

your hands before touching the sensitive skin on your 

face. Anemones eat just about anything that can’t 

escape their waving, sinister tentacles. Anemones 

only have one opening to their body, so whatever 

they can’t digest comes back out of their mouth open-

ing. 

Aggregating anemones can reproduce by releas-

ing sperm to stimulate the release and fertilization of 

eggs or by dividing into two identical clones. Clones 

with the same genetic material make up colonies. 

Since each colony is made up of identical individuals, 

the colonial entity may be able to live forever if it is 

not destroyed by something else. These colonies also 

defend their territory from other anemone colonies by 

stinging each other with their tentacles. Predators of 

anemones must be resistant to the poison tentacles. 

They include mosshead sculpins, leather stars, and 

nudibranchs. 

Above: Aggregating anemones dividing, from http://

centralcoastbiodiversity.weebly.com/aggregate-

green-anemone-bull-anthopleura-elegantissima.html 

 

Below: A colony of aggregating anemones at Rosario 

Beach. 

   

The Aggregating Anemone 
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Next, aggregating anemones are host to symbi-

otic algae. The algae live in the cells of the anemone 

and cause the anemone to appear green. The anemone 

adapts to provide agreeable conditions for the algae, 

such as living in a location with plenty of light, pro-

viding carbon dioxide so the algae can photosynthe-

size, and producing antioxidants that protect the algae 

from too much oxygen dissolved in the water. In turn, 

the algae give off oxygen for the anemone and pro-

vide sugars to give the anemone energy. The algae 

also produce a chemical that protects the anemone 

from getting sunburned.  

Sometimes aggregating anemones will grow on 

the underside of rock ledges where there isn’t enough 

light for the algae to live. In the absence of algae, the 

anemone is yellow instead of green.  

A variety of at least ten different species of anem-

one in a cold water tank, from http://actiniaria.com/

cold_water_tank/index.php 

 

Anemones in general are quite diverse - there are 

over 1,000 different species of sea anemone! Some 

anemones can grow as large as 6 feet! They come in 

all sorts of colors and have different adaptations de-

pending on where they live.  

Recently, a new species of anemone was discov-

ered clinging to the bottom of sea ice. Researchers 

were drilling through the sea ice with a robot to study 

the geology of the Ross Ice Shelf in Antarctica. When 

they turned the camera up to look at the bottom of the 

ice they noticed little tiny anemones clinging to the 

ice. Little is known about the anemones, but the team 

is hoping to return with better expertise and equip-

ment to take samples of the anemones. 

The next time you are at Rosario, consider the 

aggregating anemones as more than just a common 

critter. While numerous, they are capable of amazing 

things, from hosting symbiotic algae to defending 

their territories from other anemones – and they do it 

all without a brain! They are a very important part of 

the tide pool ecosystem, just like all the other organ-

isms that live in the intertidal zone. 

If you would like to visit the tide pools make 

sure to check a tide chart for Bowman Bay and time 

your visit when the tide is below +2 feet. Here is a 

tide chart we use at Deception Pass: http://

www.protides.com/washington/696/.  

Beginning in May, volunteer beach naturalists 

will be at the tide pools whenever there is a low tide. 

Beach naturalists are available to answer questions 

and point out interesting creatures, and to educate 

people about tide pool etiquette. The tide pools are a 

fragile environment and should be treated with care 

so that visitors may continue to appreciate the re-

markable organisms that live there. 

Groups interested in seeing the tide pools should 

contact interpretive services to help coordinate your 

visit. (360)675-3767x31 or  

Jessica.Osterloh@parks.wa.gov 

  

For more information about anemones: 

http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/

animals/invertebrates/sea-anemone/ 

 

http://www.nwf.org/Kids/Ranger-Rick/

Animals/Fish/Sea-Anemones.aspx 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Sea_anemone 

 

http://www.newscientist.com/article/dn24797-

iceloving-sea-anemones-found-in-

antarctica.html#.UyNILoU2i-0 

 

http://web.nhm.ku.edu/tol/glossary/intro.html 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Aggregating_anemone 

 

 

The photo below is the first  of seven pictures in the 

quiz found on page 8. Where is this? Where are the 

other photos taken? 

1 
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Do you remember seeing 

flocks of Western grebes in 

the Salish Sea numbering in 

the thousands?  

Do you remember hearing 

them? 

When I was a teenager, I 

would wander down to the 

shores of the Salish Sea in the 

evening, and after the sun 

went down and all was calm 

and you couldn't see much 

except dark gray sky and dark 

gray water, I could hear the 

distinctive call coming across 

the water: “Kree-ee!” And 

then another one: “Kree-ee!” 

Unseen, but good friends who 

were always there. 

But not now.  

If you were out looking or listening for grebes 

this past winter, you probably didn't see or hear 

many. — Jack 

 

Grebes are pretty amazing. They never go on 

land. In the winter they forage in marine waters and 

in the summer they breed on freshwater lakes in the 

US and Canada where they actually make floating 

nests (pictured above). They used to be abundant in 

the Salish Sea. But some estimates suggest that 

Western Grebes in the Salish Sea have declined by 

95% over the last few decades. 

SeaDoc has been supporting Western grebe 

research for many years. They have written a draft 

status review for their listing, which is under review 

with the State. They were part of Nacho Vilchis' 

study on marine bird declines (currently in review 

for publication). And they even developed an im-

proved surgical technique for implanting transmit-

ters in them to track their movements.  

One important thing we didn't know is how 

wintering marine sites and summer freshwater nest-

ing sites are connected, and whether Western grebes 

return to the same wintering sites or the same nest-

ing sites year after year. 

To address this question, SeaDoc helped sup-

port Diana Humple's graduate research. They just 

posted her Master’s Thesis on the SeaDoc website. 

She developed genetic markers for Western Grebes 

and looked to see if there were differences between 

grebe populations. She found there wasn't much 

difference between birds at three wintering sites 

(Washington, Northern California, and Southern 

California) or at two breeding colonies (Eagle Lake, 

California and Lake Wabauman in Alberta, Can-

ada). This suggests a pretty high level of gene flow 

between Western Grebes from different locations 

and means it's likely that they move between win-

tering sites as well as between breeding sites. 

From the Salish Sea perspective, this means 

there is a good possibility that "our" once large 

Western Grebe population has moved further south 

in an effort to find more food, as was suggested in a 

recent publication by Scott Wilson and others 

(2013): 

http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%

2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0065408 

Download Diana Humple's thesis: 

http://www.seadocsociety.org/wp-content/

uploads/HumpleD_Thesis.pdf 

 

Photo: Western grebe tending a floating nest by 

Daniel Poleschook, Jr. and Ginger Gumm 
 

Visit the SeaDoc society webpage at 

http://www.seadocsociety.org/  
 

 

Where have the Western grebes gone????    
 — Adapted from an article in the latest SeaDoc Society newsletter  
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PLANT WALKS SCHEDULE 
WASHINGTON NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY /  

ANACORTES PARKS AND RECREATION  

 TUESDAYS, APRIL 1 THROUGH MAY 27 2014 

10 a.m. to noon, usually  

  

April 8 –  Rosario Head at Deception Pass State 

Park. Entrance is west of the Bowman's Bay park en-

trance.  

Rocky headland and sheltered woods. Little elevation 

gain. Easy.  

  

April 15 – Anacortes Community Forest Lands. Meet 

at the west end of 29th Street off of D Avenue by the 

green water tower. Woods and open meadows, maybe 

some pond edges. Some hill. Moderate.  

  

April 22 – Bowman's Bay at Deception Pass State 

Park. Meet in the Bowman's Bay parking lot. Park 

near the pier. Beach, woods and rocky headland. Some 

hill. Celebrate Earth Day in the woods. Moderate.  

  

April 29 – Goose Rock in Deception Pass State Park. 

Meet in the parking lot at the south end of the bridge.  

Woods and open bluffs full of spring flowers. Some 

hill. Moderate.  

  

May 6 –  Sharpe County Park. Pond, woods rich with 

mosses and lichens and open bluffs. Easy. Moderate if 

go to the bluffs.  

  

May 13 – Washington Park. A return visit. The park 

should be in full bloom. Meet in the parking lot by the 

rest room. Easy.  

   

May 27 – Cranberry Lake in Deception Pass State 

Park. Meet near the vending stands and restrooms  

on the west side of the lake. Backshore, dunes and 

other habitat. Easy. Bring a lunch to enjoy later on the 

beach.  

  

Information – Call Ann Dursch, 360-293-3044, 

Melissa Duffy 679-1255 and 805-827-1556,  or Susan 

Alaynick 360-659-8792  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2014 Lecture Series 
Friday, April 11, 7-8:30 p.m.  
 

In Search of Poo, Spew and Goo  
Scientific Detective Work to Assess Threats to South-

ern Resident Killer Whales 

 Where do the Southern Resident Orcas go 

during Winter? What do they eat? How will that infor-

mation help move this endangered population towards 

recovery?  

Dr. Brad Hanson, NOAA Wildlife Biologist with 

the Northwest Fisheries Science Center, will discuss 

innovative research techniques, such as satellite te-

lemetry, genetic analysis of prey and fecal sampling, 

that are being deployed to answer these and other key 

questions. Please come to hear how Brad and his col-

leagues are solving the mysteries that are critical to the 

Orca's survival.  

At the Northwest Educational Service District 

Building, 1601 R Ave., Anacortes.  Lectures are free 

and open to the public. Sponsored by Friends of Skagit 

Beaches, http://skagitbeaches.org    

For more information contact Matt Kerschbaum, 

cherrytree2@comcast.net. 
 

 
More Opportunities    

Upcoming Community Events 
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***Special Note! Anacortes will replace all city 

resident trash cans with new ones that are compatible 

with the new auto-loading systems being installed on 

trucks. As we understand now, the old cans will be 

discarded. Do you have any ideas on how we might 

reuse the old cans? If so, please contact Eric Shen at 

sydster2@wavecable.com. He is compiling sugges-

tions to share with the City. 

 

 

Natural Dye Class 

April 26, Recreation Hall at Cornet Bay Retreat Cen-

ter, Deception Pass State Park  

Taught by Melissa Duffy. 

Call Melissa Duffy at 679-1255 or 805-827-1556 for 

more information. 

 

 

Let’s Pull Together!   

Saturday, April 12, 12:00 – 3:00 p.m.  

at the Bayview Recycle Center 

Learn techniques for getting rid of Scotch broom 

using weed wrenches and other tools while beautifying 

the property in front of the Bayview Recycle Cen-

ter.  This Whidbey Earth and Ocean Month event will 

focus on scotch broom removal but information on 

other noxious weeds in Island County Island will also 

be presented.   

Parking is available along Kramer Road, adjacent 

to the Recycle Center.  For more information contact 

Janet Stein, WSU Island County Noxious Weed Pro-

gram Coordinator (360-678-7992; 

janet.stein@wsu.edu). 

 

 

Socrates Café: Discussion About Climate Change   

Tuesday, April 22, 12:00–1:30pm 

Multipurpose Room at Skagit Valley College.  

In recognition of Earth Day, Dr. Claus Svendsen 

will lead a discussion and interactive presentation 

about climate change. Clubs and organizations will be 

given a few minutes to speak about what they can do 

to help alleviate global warming.  

Everyone is welcome! If you'd like to carpool, con-

tact Nathan Lowman at nlowman25@gmail.com.  

 

 

Birding and Weed Watching!  Saturday, April 26, 

9:00 am at the Maxwelton Outdoor Classroom   
Join Janet Stein, WSU Island County Noxious 

Weed Program Coordinator, and Kim Shepard, Whid-

bey Audubon Event Coordinator, as we bird along a 

loop trail through the forest by Maxwelton Creek to 

celebrate Whidbey Earth and Ocean Month.  

Janet will display some of the invasive plants that 

are crowding out native species on Whidbey and talk 

about what we can do to control their spread.   

If time allows, we may visit Dave Mackie Park to 

see birds on the beach and offshore, and/or look over 

the ponds on Ewing Road for ducks and spring mi-

grants.  

Carpools meet at 8 am at Coupeville's Prairie Sta-

tion Park and Ride, 8:30 am at Trinity Lutheran Park 

and Ride, and 8:40 at Bayview Park and Ride.   

For more information, contact Janet Stein (360-

678-7992; janet.stein@wsu.edu) or Kim Shepard (360-

720-1711). 

 

 

Even More Community Opportunities  

Maintenance chief 

Mark Lunz tiles the 

interior of the camp-

ground restroom. 

Happening This Month in the Park: 
 

Restroom 5 Renova-

tions:  
The only campground 

restroom in the park will now 

have showers, and four indi-

vidual unisex toilet stalls in-

stead of men’s and women’s 

restrooms. Work being accom-

plished by park and region 

staff with capital grant money. 

 

Bowman Shelter Roof 

Repairs: 

The lower shelter this 

time, getting much needed and 

overdue replacement of the 

shakes with authentic new 

shakes, new roof purlins and 

braces, new windows, and 

stripping of the chocolate 

paint to restore the natural 

beauty of the original wood in 

this CCC shelter right at the beach. 

 

New sewer pumps: 

Okay, definitely not sexy, but having all of our 

sewer pumped all day long is a very good day. We want 

that to happen every day. 

 

Entire Park Open! 

Every day use area in the park is open for parking 

again, and almost every campsite as well. (Except for 

one small camping loop near North Beach that opens in 

May) 
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How well do you  

REALLY know the Deception 

Pass State Park area? 

Here are seven photos, all 

taken within the boundaries of 

the Deception Pass State Park 

area,  (lands managed by De-

ception Pass State Park). Six 

photos are on this page, and one 

is at the bottom of  page 4. 

How well can you 

identify the location of 

each photo? Be specific. 

Some are fairly easy, 

although some are defi-

nitely a challenge.  

The first person to 

correctly and adequately 

identify all seven will 

receive a warm hand-

shake, a pat on the back 

and maybe even a gift of 

intrinsic value. 

 

 

 

 

  
  

___________________________ 

This monthly update is sent to 

folks who have expressed an inter-

est in keeping in touch with what is 

happening or in the planning 

stages at Deception Pass State 

Park.  

We are grateful to have you 

welcome us into your inbox.  

If you are not interested in 

receiving these monthly updates, 

please reply to this message and let 

me know. We have no intention of 

sending emails that you do not wish 

to receive.  
If you wish to communicate at 

anytime with me or other park staff, 

please email, call, or visit us. This 

park is your park. 

 

 

 

Park Manager 

Deception Pass State Park  

41020 State Route 20  

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 

Point 

Current Tides:  

Cornet Bay vicinity 

http://www.protides.com/

washington/604 
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