
  

First Annual Whidbey Island MLK 
Day of Service 
By Jessica Osterloh, Deception Pass State Park 

 

This year was the First Annual Whidbey Island 

MLK (WIMLK) Day of Service.  

The event was organized by Ameri-

Corps members on Whidbey who decided to 

bring a community together through a service 

project. After a conversation at an Ameri-

Corps training event, Liz Southworth and I 

decided AmeriCorps needed a stronger pres-

ence on Whidbey Island, where we both live.  

We thought that Martin Luther King 

Day would be a great opportunity to do so. 

Only one other AmeriCorps member lives on 

Whidbey Island. She works at the South 

Whidbey Commons, 50 miles away from 

Deception Pass. Liz works for YouthNet and 

lives in Oak Harbor and I, of course, work at 

Deception Pass.  

In early December Liz and I took the 

first steps toward making the service project happen. 

Liz began working on advertising and contacting local 

businesses for donations while I started organizing the 

service site and project. Lindsay, the AmeriCorps 

member on South Whidbey pitched in to promote the 

project in her area and brought cookies to the event.  

Several rangers at this park helped with recruit-

ing and brainstorming projects to do at the park. There 

was no shortage of projects that needed to be done, but 

coming up with projects that would be worthwhile for 

a small or large group of people helped to narrow the 

choices.  

In the planning stages, we weren’t at all sure how 

many people would show up. Litter pickup on Rosario 

Road was settled on, as well as pulling ivy at Rosario 

Beach. Picking up limbs that had blown into the camp-

ground during winter was also added to the list.  

The most challenging part of organizing the 

WIMLK Day of Service was advertising for it. It can 

be extremely hard to “get the word out”. With the help 

of Ranger John Whittet at Deception Pass State Park, I 

was able to make contact with a group of volunteers 

from the naval base in Oak Harbor. Katie Heizenrader, 

the Washington Service Corps leader was kind enough 

to send information about the event to other Washing-

ton Service Corps (AmeriCorps) members in the area. 

Martin Luther King Day was sunny and warm. I 

guess my request for nice weather got approved this 

time! We had a turnout of around 35 people. Our 

youngest volunteer was three years old and our oldest 

volunteer was older than 60. We had half a dozen 

AmeriCorps members who came from far and wide to 

work on our project. The day proceeded on schedule, 

without a hitch. Volunteers pulled three dump truck 

loads of ivy, picked up a dumpster full of litter on 

Rosario Road, and picked up downed limbs from the 

Deception Pass State Park 

A Day ON instead of a Day Off 

February 2014February 2014  
A monthly newsletter from the desk of the park manager  

to this park's friends and neighbors 

Volunteers pull ivy at Rosario Beach on the Whidbey 

Island MLK Day of Service. 
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entire Cranberry Lake campground.  

At the spaghetti feed following the 

project, many people said that they had a 

great time and would love to help out 

next year, or even next week!  

I hope this Whidbey Island MLK 

Day of Service continues each year. The 

opportunity to serve meant a lot to the 

people who volunteered. This is one of 

the things AmeriCorps is about: not sim-

ply “getting things done” but inspiring 

others to make their world a better place 

too.  

I’ve been involved in many volun-

teer events, both as an organizer and as a 

volunteer, but while organizing the WIMLK Day of 

Service, the realization dawned on me that not only 

was I working to make the Whidbey Island community 

stronger and better, but I was empowering other peo-

ple to do the same.  

Volunteer events are as much about getting work 

done as giving people the opportunity to be part of 

their community. It was gratifying to see so many peo-

ple come out on their day off to pull ivy and pick up 

trash.  

I hope the volunteers who came know how much 

of a difference they made at Deception Pass State 

Park. While the ivy will grow back and there will al-

ways be trash to pick up, it means that volunteers will 

always have a place here and in our community. 

Seasonal Park Area Closures 

• North Beach gate and restroom (opens March 1) 

• Rosario gate and restroom (sanicans will be open) 

(opens March 1) 

• Cranberry Campground Lower Loop, (opens 

March 1) 

•  Forest Loop and Bowman Campground  (open 

April 1) 

This group of volunteers, many of them from Naval 

Air Station Whidbey Island,  pulled three dump 

truck loads of ivy at Rosario Beach and also re-

moved a truck load  of dead branches! 

The restroom is almost open for business! 

Rosario Beach will have a modern restroom when 

the gates open March 1. The building is nearly com-

pleted on the outside, with the finish work going on 

inside for the next week or two. 

Because funding was limited from the special 

grant we had, we could not add a rock base as we had 

at the new Cornet Bay restroom or the park office or 

other newly built or renovated park buildings. 

But the cedar posts outside and the general wood-

work of the building still remind us of the CCC and 

Samish heritage found in this corner of the park. 

Particularly exciting (as if toilets aren't exciting) is 

the office space at one end of the restroom for theuse 

of our Beach Naturalists. This space will allow them to 

store educational materials for our tidepool presenta-

tions and protective efforts.  

Maybe someday we can even have volunteers in 

the office on busy days to share educational materials 

with park visitors. 

Come experience the new facilities in a personal 

way on your next visit to Rosario! (When it opens 

March 1...) 

Rosario Restroom Nearing Completion 

The plumber works on the restroom pipes. 
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What do climate change, Fukushima, rising sea 

temperatures, and purple sea stars have to do with 

each other? Maybe nothing, maybe a lot. 

But something is causing the Pisaster ochraceus 

sea star, or purple starfish, and other seastars in our 

marine waters to have their populations throughout 

the west coast of the United States wiped out in great 

numbers by a wasting disease. 

The disease will go through an entire group of 

sea stars and in a matter of weeks leave behind a 

mass of decaying starfish where there had been an 

apparently healthy population. 

 

The map above shows where samples of Pisas-

ter have been observed. The blue balloons indicate 

areas where the wasting disease has not been ob-

served. The red balloons show where the disease has 

been observed. As you can see, Deception Pass is 

surrounded by no balloons, but throughout the Salish 

Sea are a large number of red balloons. 

What causes the disease? No one knows, yet. 

There is no link to radioactive contamination. There 

is a possible connection to warming waters. This dis-

ease wiped out significant populations of Pisaster in 

California in the early 1980s, when the waters there 

had warmed for a short while. The Salish Sea is 

warming due to many factors, including climate 

change. 

On Monday, January 27, a researcher dove in 

the waters of Deception Pass to see what was happen-

ing here. Here below are his comments about his 

findings: 

 

Ever since the news about the Wasting Sea Star 

Syndrome hit the news, I became interested if it will 

spread also to our local Whidbey Island sea stars 

population. Being an underwater photographer gives 

me an opportunity to contribute to the effort by ma-

rine scientists to solve the mystery of massive die-off 

of stars from the Mexican border to Alaska.  

The scientific community asked the general 

population to observe and report sightings of dead 

stars to internet sites created by the Vancouver 

Aquarium in Canada and University of California.  

While divers and beachcombers reported mor-

tality of certain species of stars in Puget Sound areas 

in increasing numbers, Whidbey Island seemed to 

escape the disease for a long time.  

As I surveyed the few island dive location 

weekly, the first spot where the Wasting begun to 

show was at the Possession Point State Park, the 

most southern end of Whidbey Island. The deadly 

disease affected almost exclusively the large Sun-

flower stars.  

It took almost two months until the first signs 

appeared farther up the island at Keystone Jetty at 

Fort Casey State Park. South Whidbey Harbor at 

Langley was holding up, staying healthy. There I as-

sisted scientists from Western Washington University 

in collecting live specimen of Sunflower stars for 

their research since they needed healthy individuals 

which became by now impossible to find elsewhere. 

Unfortunately only one week afterwards, I found the 

first signs of the disease here too. Sunflower stars 

hanging limp on the seawall, detached arms laying 

near, still moving around a little, quite a surreal 

sight. 

 

Seastar Wasting Disease:  
Is it here? 
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 Wasting Disease, continued 

I became interested to see how the other end of 

Whidbey Island fared. Deception Pass poses chal-

lenges for diving due to strong currents and so the 

chances are very limited by favorable tide/current 

conditions.  

On Monday, January 27th, window of opportu-

nity arrived and I was in a position to survey Decep-

tion Pass sea star conditions. From my previous visits 

here, I knew that the local sea star population is not 

large.  

Unlike in the southern sites where the currents 

are not as strong, sea stars, especially Sunflowers are 

more numerous. Swimming along the rocky slopes of 

the Pass, I was happy to photograph healthy Stimp-

son’s Sun Stars, Sunflower, Ochre, Blood and Mottled 

stars.  

It was very good to note that not a single sighting 

of Wasting Sea Star Syndrome to report from the De-

ception Pass was observed on this visit. 

For further information: 

 

http://www.oregonlive.com/environment/

index.ssf/2013/12/post_40.html#incart_river 

 

http://data.piscoweb.org/marine1/seastardisease.html 

 

http://www.eeb.ucsc.edu/pacificrockyintertidal/data-

products/sea-star-wasting/updates.html#articles 

Climate Changes For Us Here  
 

The Climate Impacts 

Group (CIG) announced 

the release of Climate 

Change Impacts and Ad-

aptation in Washington 

State: Technical Summa-

ries for Decision Makers. 

 This State of Knowl-

edge Report, prepared for 

the Washington State De-

partment of Ecology, summarizes existing knowledge 

about the likely effects of climate change on Washing-

ton State and the Pacific Northwest, with an emphasis 

on research since 2007; climate change adaptation 

activities underway across the state; and data re-

sources available to support local adaptation efforts. 
The report provides technical summaries detailing 

observed and projected changes for Washington’s 

climate, water resources, forests, coasts infrastructure, 

agriculture, and human health in an easy-to-read sum-

mary format designed to complement the foundational 

literature from which it draws. 

You can download a higher resolution copy of the 

report from: http://cses.washington.edu/cig/

reports.shtml.  

From the executive summary comes the following 

projected changes in the Pacific Northwest: 

 

• Average annual temperature, for 2050s:             

4.3°F (range: +2.0 to +6.7°F) for a low green-

house gas scenario or +5.8°F (range: +3.1 to 

+8.5°F) for a high greenhouse gas scenario (both 

relative to 1950-1999). 

 

• Extreme precipitation, for 2050s:                    

number of days with more than one inch of rain 

increases +13% (±7%) for a high greenhouse gas 

scenario (relative to 1971-2000). 

 

• Average April 1 snowpack for 2040s:                    

-38 to -46% for a low and a medium greenhouse 

gas scenario (relative to 1916-2006). 

 

• Sea level in Washington State, for 2100:               

+4 to +56 inches for low to high greenhouse gas 

scenarios (relative to 2000). Local amounts of sea 

level rise will vary. 

 

• Ocean acidity, for 2100:                                      

+38 to +41% for a low greenhouse gas scenario 

and +100 to +109% for a high greenhouse gas 

scenario (relative to 1986-2005). 
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Liking Lichens 

By Jessy Osterloh, Deception Pass State Park 

 

Most of us don’t think of February as a growing 

season, but lichens do most of their growing in the 

winter months. Without leaves from deciduous trees 

blocking the sun and plenty of moisture this time of 

year, lichens are happy little… things.  

Lichens are an interesting and little understood 

partnership between a fungus and an alga. They can 

survive and thrive in very extreme conditions such as 

undersea volcanic vents and ground contaminated by 

toxic and radioactive wastes. Most of the lichens en-

countered in the Pacific Northwest flourish on rocks 

and trees and other stationary objects.  

Lichens are not plants, or mosses, but a partner-

ship between a fungus and algae or cyanobacteria. The 

fungus can pull nutrients from the rock that the lichen 

is attached to or from the air surrounding it while the 

algae produces sugar through photosynthesis. The fun-

gus can use this sugar for energy to grow.  

There are many, many different kinds of lichen. 

Lichens are classified by the specific type of fungus 

and algae partnership that compose them. The same 

fungus may partner with different algae, subtly chang-

ing the structure and characteristics of the lichen. It is 

the interaction between the two life forms that causes a 

lichen to look the way it does.  

Lichens might seem boring, slowly growing on 

rocks or trees, but they have been used historically as 

food and medicine and many animals still eat them, 

especially in times of famine. Lichens don’t harm the 

surfaces they grow on; they simply use them as foun-

dations. 

Here are sev-

eral photos illus-

trating the diver-

sity of lichen. All 

can be found in 

and around De-

ception Pass State 

Park. A useful 

way to think about 

lichens is based 

on their form. 

Here you will see 

leaf, shrub, dust, 

and crust. Other 

forms lichens take 

include hair, scale, 

and club. 

Lobaria pul-

monaria, or lung-

wort is one of my 

favorite lichens. It looks like large lettuce leaves at-

tached to a tree branch or tree trunk. It was once used 

to treat pneumonia and lung diseases because it resem-

bles a lung. When lungwort is bright green as in this 

photo, it is a sign it is saturated with moisture. I saw 

lichen like this when visiting Rockport State Park ear-

lier in January.  

Leaf lichen, pictured above, is found in the bushes 

just behind the park office at Deception Pass. I think it 

is of the genus Cetralia, though not being a lichen 

expert, it is difficult to tell. A shrub lichen can be seen 

in the lower right corner of the photo. 

 

The white and pale 

yellow blotches on this 

red alder are crust or dust 

lichens. They appear to 

be part of the bark of the 

tree, but are not. The 

presence of these lichens 

is a sign that the air in 

this area is clean. In areas 

where the air is polluted, 

the bark on red alder 

trees looks much differ-

ent. In spite of the fact 

that some lichens can be 

found in extremely harsh 

conditions, many lichens 

are quite sensitive to air 

quality. This picture was 

taken in Deception Pass 

State Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lungwort photo by Jason Hollin-

ger, taken in the Robson Valley of 

British Columbia. 



6 

This delicate reindeer lichen, above, was found on 

a rocky outcropping near Cranberry Lake. It is an im-

portant food for reindeer and caribou because it is ex-

tremely resistant to cold weather and grows on the 

tundra where these animals live. It looks rather like a 

dusting of snow in the picture below, with twigs and 

fern fronds poking up through.  

 

This lichen below was  hanging on branches  near 

Cranberry Lake. When I closely examined this hair-

like lichen, Plants 

of the Pacific 

Northwest Coast by 

Pojar and 

Mackinnon helped 

me identify it as 

fishnet lichen . 

Fishnet lichen is a 

hanging leaf lichen. 

You can see the 

net-like structure of 

the lichen that gives 

it this name. Its 

growth is restricted to Western North America and it 

grows relatively quickly, about 35 mm or 1.38 inches 

per year. 

 Pictured here, along with two other lichens is a 

pimple crust lichen. It’s the one with the black dots. 

They are slightly raised to the touch. You can see how 

it got its name! 

 

 
 

In the photo below, brightly colored dust lichens 

adorn the fireplace chimney of the recently restored 

kitchen shelter at Bowman Bay. 

For more information about lichens, visit 

www.waysofenlichenment.net, or see Plants of the 

Pacific Northwest Coast by Pojar and Mackinnon.  

 

Unless otherwise noted, all photos were taken in 

Deception Pass State Park by Jessy Osterloh. 
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Upcoming Community Events 
 
2014 Lecture Series 
Sponsored by the Friends of Skagit Beaches. Lectures 

are free and open to the public. 7-8:30 p.m. at the 

Northwest Educational Service District Building, 1601 

R Ave., Anacortes.  For more info, contact Matt Ker-

schbaum, cherrytree2@comcast.net.  

 

February 21: PADILLA BAY: A National Jewel in 

our Own Backyard: A Finger on the Pulse of the Sal-

ish Sea. See poster next page. 

 

March 14: SALISH SEA OCEANOGRAPHY AND 

MARINE ECOSYSTEM STRESSORS: Partners in a 

Changing Marine Landscape 

 

April 11: IN SEARCH OF POO, SPEW, AND GOO: 

Scientific Detective Work to Assess Threats to South-

ern Resident Killer Whales 

 

TRAIL TALES 
 

Trail Tales Volunteer Meeting – Wednesday, Febru-

ary 12, 11:30-1:00pm at the Anacortes Public Library 

  

Trail Tales interpretive walks and events along the 

Tommy Thompson trail and Fidalgo Bay will kick off 

its third year in February! Interested in becoming in-

volved as a volunteer for the program? Then please 

attend and learn more about the program and the Ana-

cortes shoreline.  Orientation for new volunteers and 

docents will include 4 training sessions beginning Feb 

27th. For more information, please contact Nancy Ol-

sen, Volunteer Coordinator, at 

nancy.skagitbeaches@gmail.com or visit the Trail 

Tales link at www.skagitbeaches.org 

 

Trail Tales Hike 

Date: Wednesday March 12 

Time: 8:30 am - 10:00 am 

Location: Fidalgo Bay RV Resort,  

701 Fidalgo Bay Rd, Anacortes 

 

Join Trail Tales docents and Audubon birders to enjoy 

a last glimpse of birds who winter in Fidalgo Bay be-

fore they leave for the breeding season. We'll also ob-

serve some of the year-round residents. Bring binocu-

lars or scopes if you have them, but extras will be 

available to share. Dress for the weather of the day! 

For more information, visit the Trail Tales link on the 

Friends of Skagit Beaches website at 

www.skagitbeaches.org/trail-tales-home.html 

Our Park is Moving! 
 

At Sound Waters 2014 Dr. Bill Steele's keynote 

speech discussed the risk of large earthquakes and the 

work to provide warnings beforehand.  

To help determine what is happening now, a series 

of GPS sensors have been placed around the northwest 

to monitor earth movements every minute. 

If you could 

zoom into the map 

at the right, you 

would find that one 

of the network sen-

sors is located in 

Deception Pass State 

Park. It has been 

here for almost ten 

years now, and 

shows that every 

fourteen months or 

so we move a little 

bit! 

These episodic 

tremors would be a 

7.0 earthquake if 

they happened all at once, but instead they move for a 

period of a week or two, spreading the energy out over 

a long time and slipping beneath us without our ever 

being aware. Without the sensors we would not have 

known that this is even taking place. 

Will there be a 'big one' coming soon? Scientists 

believe we are due, but the slippage is apparently ad-

justing some of the strain between the two plates, post-

poning the need for a bigger quake as the earth moves 

beneath us. 

If you would like to read about this topic, here are 

some suggestions: 

 

http://www.usarray.org/files/docs/pubs/

EpisodicTremorandSlip_final.pdf 

 

http://www.pnsn.org/about 

 

http://www.crew.org/  

 

Cascadia's Fault: The Coming Earthquake and Tsu-

nami that Could Devastate North America by Jerry 

Thompson,   

 

Full-Rip 9.0: The Next Big Earthquake in the Pacific 

Northwest, by Sandi Doughton  

 

Living with Earthquakes in the Pacific Northwest: a 

Survivor's Guide, by Robert Yeats 
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Beach Naturalists Grow! 
 

Hello current and former Beach Naturalists! 

  

My name is Jessy Osterloh and I am the new 

AmeriCorps Interpretive Intern at Deception Pass 

State Park (Sam Wotipka previously held this posi-

tion). I come from Moscow, Idaho where I studied 

Environmental Science at the University of Idaho. I 

started working here in October, and am finally 

beginning to feel like I really know what I’m do-

ing!  

I am contacting you now because the park 

needs your help as Beach Naturalists again! This 

year I am excited to be collaborating with Nancy 

Olsen of Skagit Marine Resources Committee 

(MRC) to create an overlapping beach naturalist 

training with the new beach naturalist program for 

Washington Park in Anacortes.  

This change is exciting because we have been 

able to pool our resources for instructors and volun-

teers. You can find information about the Rosario 

Beach Naturalist program at 

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/naturalist.  

Information about the Washington Park Beach 

Naturalist program is available at 

www.skagitmrc.org.  

 Most of our training sessions will be with the 

Washington Park Naturalists; however the first training session on March 6th is for Rosario Beach Naturalists 

only. I have attached an informational handout to this email that provides a summary of each training ses-

sion.  We will also have a field trip to Rosario Beach and an optional field trip to Washington Park.   

If you are interested in volunteering as a Rosario Beach Naturalist this season, please send me an email or 

give me a call! I’ll also be at a Volunteer Opportunities Open House on February 5th at the Fidalgo Bay RV Park 

from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. You can sign up there, bring your friends to sign up, and find information about this 

and other opportunities to volunteer in the area. Information about both the Open House and the Rosario Beach 

Naturalist Program can be found in the following pages.  

I would lastly like to announce a volunteer position for Rosario Beach Naturalist Program Coordinator. This 

person would work closely with me and the Interpretive Program at Deception Pass State Park. Responsibilities 

include scheduling volunteers for low tide days and school field trips,  and communicating with and supervising 

the Beach Naturalists. You will find a full position description attached to this email. Please take a look at it and 

distribute it to others who may be interested.  

I’m excited to meet all of you and looking forward to working with you! Thank you for your time. 

Heart cockle shell (Clinocardium nuttallii)  

in honor of Valentine’s Day 

Photo by Dave Cowles, Walla Walla University Marine 

Station, Rosario Beach 
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Volunteer Leadership Opportunity 
 

TITLE: Beach Naturalist Program Coordinator 

 

POSITION DESCRIPTION: Organize and coordinate volunteer beach 

naturalists at Rosario Beach, schedule and coordinate school field trips, 

oversee and help organize beach naturalist training. 

 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

• Experience managing volunteers  

• Experience coordinating and organizing programs  

 

SKILLS: 

• Good communication skills 

• Basic computer skills (email, word processing, spreadsheets helpful) 

• Good organizational skills 

• Ability to work collaboratively with others 

• Ability to work with and manage/supervise volunteers  

• Experience in tide pool ecology and outdoor education/interpretation 

• Some knowledge of tide pool ecology, Rosario Beach, and Deception 

Pass State Park is beneficial 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES: 

• Oversee the Beach Naturalist Training Program in March 

• Schedule volunteer beach naturalists for low tide days and school 

group visits, including making sure all materials are put away and 

maintained 

• Work closely with Deception Pass State Park, the Deception Pass 

Park Foundation and the Interpretive Program to ensure the positive 

experiences of visitors to tide pools and the protection of the tide pool 

environment 

• Attend Beach Naturalist Training 

• Meet as-needed with Interpretive Specialist to coordinate group visits 

and discuss any concerns 

• Collect and report data about howto the tide pools 

• Recruit volunteers 

 

TRAINING: 

Beach Naturalist Training, Sound Waters 

 

TIME AND AVAILABILITY: 

5-10 hours/week February through August, weekdays and weekends 

 

BENEFITS: 

Opportunity to work at Deception Pass State Park 

Gain experience managing volunteers 

Discover Pass 

Vehicle to drive to and from Rosario and related events 

 

Please submit resume and cover letter to: 

Deception Pass State Park  

41020 S.R. 20 Oak Harbor, WA 

jessica.osterloh@parks .wa.gov 

Fax: 360.675.8991 

 

The Deception Pass Founda-

tion, formed in 2005, is a  non-

profit organization dedicated to 

the funding of environmental 

education and protection in 

Deception Pass State Park. 

Current efforts include 

supporting our park Ameri-

Corps interpreter, rebuilding 

the park amphitheater stage, 

sponsoring the Beach Natural-

ist program, and helping fund 

the eventual construction of a 

Rosario Interpretive Center. 

Other successes include 

funding the protection of the 

Goose Rock meadows and the 

tidepool area, funding safety 

fencing at Bowman Bay, roof-

ing of CCC shelters, sponsor-

ing the bridge's 75th anniver-

sary celebration and Washing-

ton State Park’s 100th birth-

day, and rebuilding CCC facili-

ties at the Cornet Bay Retreat 

Center. 

If you are interested in 

furthering the goals of the 

Foundation, please join as a 

member. The board is actively 

seeking new board members to 

lead the Foundation as it 

moves forward. 

Visit the website of the 

Deception Pass Park Founda-

tion to see how you can sup-

port this park 

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org 
 

Foundation Board members: 

Liz Merriman, President 

Barry Wenaas, Vice-President 

Estelle Johnson 

Barb Shaw 

Matt Klope 

Brian Shelly 

Karen Rye 

Ken Hunt 
 

Foundation Board Advisors: 

Jack Hartt, Park Manager 

Jessy Osterloh, Park Naturalist  
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Connections 
The Sound Waters  event is a joyous time of connections each year, as 

hundreds of area residents come together to learn more about the area we call 

home.  

More than that, it is a chance to momentarily reconnect with dear friends 

we care about but may not see very often, or new ones to meet. 

One of the presenters emphasized the fact that every gathering we attend 

is another opportunity to make connections, old ones built stronger and new 

connections built fresh. Because, he said, what’s important is not the work or 

the teaching or the recreational pursuit or the other reasons to be gathered 

together, it is the connections themselves. That is the source of our strength 

and our progress. By connecting we build community and health. 

As I say goodbye this week to a couple wonderful people, I am again 

reminded that we have so many connections we take for granted. 

Each of us, in our common and mutual care about Deception Pass, is con-

nected together in life. And each of us is connected to our past through our 

ancestors who also walked this earth and brought us forth. And we are con-

nected to the future generations through the service we provide in the time we 

have in this good place. 

As the depths of winter help us look back to the previous year and for-

ward to the coming spring, take a moment to see those connections, give 

thanks for them, and strengthen them if you can. 

Each and every chance you have. 

Because we do not know when that time together may come to a close.  

So connect. 

 

“Look around you…. Who do you see?  

“Friends, family, neighbors, all your loved ones, everyone you care 

about. 

“Here’s what I want you to do. I want you to give each and every one of 

them a hug. 

Go ahead, I’ll wait.” 

— Bruce Willis, in an advertisement during this year’s Superbowl. 

   Follow the Deception 

Pass Foundation on Facebook. 

Search for "Deception Pass 

Park Foundation”. 

 
 
 
___________________________ 
 

This monthly update is sent to 

folks who have expressed an inter-

est in keeping in touch with what is 

happening or in the planning 

stages at Deception Pass State 

Park.  

We are grateful to have you 

welcome us into your inbox.  

If you are not interested in 

receiving these monthly updates, 

please reply to this message and let 

me know. We have no intention of 

sending emails that you do not wish 

to receive.  
If you wish to communicate at 

anytime with me or other park staff, 

please email, call, or visit us. This 

park is your park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Park Manager 

Deception Pass State Park  

41020 State Route 20  

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 
 

 
 

Point 

Current Tides:  

Cornet Bay vicinity 

http://www.protides.com/

washington/604 

In Memoriam:  
Bruce Beyerl 

September 6, 1951, to January 24, 1914 

Washington State Park Ranger for 32 years 

And a dear friend. 

In Memoriam:  
Frank Varga 

September 19, 1947 to January 31, 2014 

Photographer for the Skagit Valley Herald 

for twenty years. 


