
  

Picture Kiket Island open to everyone for a hike 

through the quiet woods out to the log-strewn beaches. 

Picture that experience available to you this com-

ing year. Cross your fingers — that may happen! 

The Swinomish Indian Tribal Community and 

Washington State Parks have found funding to build a 

small parking lot along Snee-Oosh Road and develop 

trails to allow anyone to walk onto the island and ex-

perience this treasure called Kukutali Preserve. 

Planning and permitting is underway for 

the parking lot. If all goes as hoped, the parking 

area may be completed as early as next sum-

mer. 

Meanwhile, we are working on finishing 

the other facilities that will allow use and limit 

human impact, such as trails and resource-

protecting fences. 

The Skagit– Whatcom– Island Trail 

Maintenance Organization, SWITMO, joined 

me on a foggy morning late last month to re-

store a trail on the north side of the island. This 

trail will allow users to hike a loop route, going 

onto the island on one trail and going back off 

on a different trail. 

This trail route had been built decades 

before by a previous island owner, but had been 

overgrown since then. Parks and tribal planners 

flagged out a route to restore the trail while 

protecting some sensitive habitats.  

SWITMO volunteers helped us begin to 

rebuild the route. One or two more work days 

will hopefully finish this route and the other trails on 

the island. 

These trails respect the valuable heritage of the 

island’s special resources, while allowing hikers to 

experience the different environments represented on 

Kiket, from old growth groves to moss-covered balds 

to big-leaf maple forests. The west end of each trail 

comes together at the former homestead area, with 

easy access to the beach and views in three directions: 

Hope Island to the south, Deception Pass to the west, 

and Turner Bay and Mount Erie to the north and north-

west. 

The far western point of the Preserve, Flagstaff 

Point, will not have public access at this time as we 

seek to preserve this magnificent flower-filled 

meadow. 

The beaches of the Preserve belong exclusively 

to the Swinomish tribe. The tribe is allowing access to 

the beaches so long as hikers or kayakers do no har-

vesting while they are there. 

The uplands are jointly owned by the tribe and 

Washington State Parks, a unique partnership that 

brings us all together in ownership and responsibility 

of care. 

Until next year when the island is opened, tours 

will continue to be offered on Saturday mornings by 

advance reservation by calling 360-914-0120. 
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to this park's friends and neighbors 

SWITMO volunteers remove brush along the North Trail at Kiket 

Island, opening the trail for use in the very near future. 
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Rosario Restroom Arises  
The old restroom at Rosario is gone.  

Now rising in its place is the new restroom, de-

signed to fit in well with the environment while al-

lowing for a possible future visitor center to be built 

between the restroom and the rocky hill behind. 

TRW of Lake Stevens won the bid to build this 

restroom. They have already built the foundation, and 

soon the walls will be rising above. 

They plan on having their work done by early 

2014. 

The new restroom will also contain a small office 

space for our Beach Naturalists and Beach Watcher 

volunteers to store their educational materials and 

maybe someday have a place to greet visitors. 

We have plans and designs for an interpretive 

center adjacent to the restroom, with a courtyard 

plaza between the two. The amazing cultural and 

natural history stories of Rosario need to be shared 

for every visitor’s benefit, but those designs will re-

main in our files until funding can be found for this 

center. 

 

 

Busy as... 
Construction is going on right now at Cranberry 

Lake, too.  

You won’t hear any chainsaws or hammers, and 

the workers have no permits to do what they are do-

ing at the lake. 

But they work hard every day, trying to make a 

living and a place to live for their families. 

Beavers are hard at work in the lake year round. 

They like to block the lake’s outflow at the south end 

so that the lake level remains high enough for their 

lodges 

This is a problem for us, as we want the lake to 

drain in the winter so that it doesn’t flood our park 

roads and trails. 

But you have to admire their work ethic and per-

sistence. 

Along the shores of the lake, you can find evi-

dence that they are there, with downed trees chiseled 

in the distinctive fashion with their front teeth. 

If you are patient and in the park at the right 

time, usually early in the morning or late in the eve-

ning, you may see them swimming near the lake-

shore. 
Tyler and Bill Rice build the forms for the foundation 

at the new Rosario Restroom last week. 

Park Open House — 
Our annual Deception Pass open house and meet-

ing comes on Wednesday, November 20, at 7 p.m. at 

the Cornet Bay Retreat Center recreation hall. 

This annual gathering gives you a chance to meet 

park staff, ask questions about what has happened in 

the past year or about what may happen in the coming 

years for Deception Pass State Park. 

I will be presenting the illustrated State of Your  

 

 

State Park, a summary of current events around the 

park and state parks in general. 

And once again, the meeting will be hosted by the 

Deception Pass Foundation, who provides treats and 

door prizes. 

We certainly appreciate the support and friend-

ship of our park neighbors and friends. If you can’t 

join us, I hope you will at least be there in spirit! 

What looks like a construction zone sign tells the 

story of beaver at Cranberry Lake. Evidence of 

the beaver can be seen along the lakeshore here. 
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Last year our park received a small financial 

grant to improve the appearance of our park en-

trances. 

One of the most commonly heard requests for 

improvement to the entrance was to have an entrance 

sign appropriate for the magnitude and magnificence 

of this park. The sign we had was small, generic, and 

uninspiring. 

Park maintenance chief Mark Lunz drew up 

plans for a sign that was larger, yes, but more impor-

tantly a sign that reflected the stories of this park. 

First, staff saved the logs from a failed old 

growth tree that used to be in the middle of the park 

road near the park shops. They then practiced cutting 

on a smaller log to make sure the new design would 

work, then they cut two larger log pieces into the 

right size and shape to hold the sign. 

Using the small grant, Mark purchased boards 

and bracket materials for the sign. Several park staff 

and volunteers, including former AmeriCorps inter-

preter Sam Wotipka, then helped rout the words into 

the boards and paint and stain the wood. 

They then poured a foundation where the old 

sign used to be, and braced the large logs to hold the 

sign. The sign was then attached to the logs, rafters 

were placed over the sign, and cedar shakes were 

added to the rafters as a roof over the new sign. 

There is still one final step to be done: landscap-

ing in front of the sign. 

When we have an excavator on hand, Mark will 

add rocks and ferns to the front of the sign to finish 

the look. 

This sign will be a statement that expresses the 

stories of this park, stories of old growth forests, 

salmon and cedar, the Civilian Conservation Corps, 

and recreational use today as we still protect these 

resources and treasured stories. 

The sign says it all. Great job designing and 

building this, park staff. 

 

 

 

Jason Stapert, a ranger at Deception Pass since 

2006, saw his position at the park cut to just 6 months 

of employment two years ago. Last year, we were 

able to extend it to 8 months by moving him into a 

vacancy in the a different seasonal ranger position. 

But it was still seasonal, making for a difficult 

time making ends meet in the off-season. 

This month he was promoted back into a full 

time ranger position! 

The position was vacated by long-time park 

ranger Jeri Lancaster, who has chosen to become a 

part time office assistant for us so that she can pursue 

other personal and career goals as well. 

Jason brings seven years of proven experience at 

the park, newly acquired maintenance skills from 

working with our maintenance crew last year, the 

expertise of a firearms instructor for the agency, and 

the ability to manage our entrance station computer 

registration system. 

We hope to have Ranger Stapert and his family 

with us for many years to come. 

 

New Park Entrance Sign 

Ranger Stapert  
Promoted 
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 “Fix It Days” Helps 
Fix Park, too 
 

Thanks to the kind heart and 

generous spirit of Eric Shen and 

many others, Anacortes’ Fix It 

Days have been a success in many 

ways this year. 

They held four events this 

year, and the response to each 

event was very positive. Transition 

Fidalgo and Friends sponsors these 

events. 

Their website describes the 

event this way: 

 

Got a broken appliance you’d 

like to use again? A lamp that 

needs attention? Bring in your 

items for repair; cost is by dona-

tion to support Deception Pass 

State Park, which is facing severe 

budget reductions. Reduce, Reuse, 

REPAIR and then Reuse!  

 

“The comments that I’ve 

heard are all very appreciative of 

the service that Fix It Day provides 

to our community,” Eric Shen 

commented in a recent email.  

“We certainly were successful 

from the viewpoint of keeping 

stuff from going to the landfill.” 

Fix It Days were also success-

ful in generating funds for the De-

ception Pass Park Founda-

tion.  Each event brought in a cou-

ple hundred dollars on average 

from money paid to volunteers for 

the repairs and from outright dona-

tions. 

“Thanks to all of you for your 

support of Fix It Days this year,” 

Eric said. 

And thanks to Eric and Transi-

tion Fidalgo and Friends for their 

support of this park and the park’s 

Foundation. 

For more information about 

this group, go to  

transitionfidalgo.org.  

For more information about 

time-bank sharing, go to  http://

fidalgoandfriends.timebanks.org/ 

 

2014 Calendar 
Now available for sale by the 

Deception Pass Foundation, the 

calendar displays the 13 award-

winning photos from this year’s 

photo contest. 

Pick your up at the park office 

or at several outlets throughout the 

Anacortes and Oak Harbor areas. 

[Pictured above, the grand prize 

winning photo on the cover, taken 

by Lynne Han] 

 

 

Two Hands and a 
Shovel 
An illustrated exploration of the 

work of the Civilian Conservation 

Corps at Deception Pass State 

Park 

All profits from the sale of 

the book go directly to the De-

ception Pass Park Foundation to 

further their work in protecting the 

park and educating park visitors. 

The book is now available on 

Amazon.com, and at a handful of 

local outlets. 

Park Experiences 
 

 

Kukutali Tours 
Call the tour guide at 360-

661-0682 to set up a reservation 

for a two-hour tour of the Kuku-

tali Preserve on a Saturday morn-

ing. 

Tours are free. Reservations 

are required, as space is limited. 

Tours start at 9 and 11 a.m. with 

space for just 12 people at a time. 

  
Deception Pass Tours        
The tours for interpretive 

boat experiences under the bridge 

and out into the Strait resume 

next year. 

When they start next March, 

tickets may be found at the booth 

at the bridge, their store at  

5596 State Route 20, Anacortes 

Phone: 888-909-8687, or online. 

www.deceptionpasstours.com 

 

 

Anacortes Kayak Tours 
Call (800) 992-1801  or visit 

www.anacorteskayaktours.com 

Guided tours based out of Bow-

man Bay in the late spring and 

summer. 

 

 

Academics and  
Adventures 
Academic Adventures is an 

inquiry focused Coastal Ecology 

and Marine Biology Field School. 

Students participate in the scien-

tific process, and are surrounded 

by the specific habitats, organ-

isms and ecosystems they are 

studying.  
www.academicsandadventures.org 
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Talking About the Weather 
By Jessy Osterloh  

 

I am from Eastern Oregon and Idaho. In Idaho 

this time of year, the weather is quite different. Sep-

tember days are in the 70s, and October days are in the 

50s and 60s, but in late September or early October it 

begins to freeze almost every night. By Halloween we 

have had our first snow.  

Here at Deception Pass, the lowest nightly low 

I’ve had since moving here was 36. I am taking advan-

tage of the warmer nights and am growing a garden. I 

have lettuce, arugula, snow peas, mint, and green on-

ions. It is very experimental. Everything has sprouted, 

but the lettuce, arugula, and snow peas are doing much 

better than the mint and green onions. In fact, I re-

cently moved the green onions inside my house so that 

they will be warmer and I put them under a full spec-

trum light.  

But I digress. I’m told that the fog we’ve been 

having is not typical. I have nothing to compare it to, 

but I know that fog is a more common occurrence on 

the coast than inland. Many areas are famous for their 

fog, such as San Francisco and London. In media it is 

used to create an eerie or foreboding mood. I think fog 

is interesting because of the many different ways it can 

form and because some plants, such as the redwoods 

in Northern California get much of their moisture from 

fog.  

If you’ve ever given fog a thought, you’ve proba-

bly just figured it was a cloud on the ground, and it is. 

But what you may not know is that just as there are 

different types of clouds, there are different types of 

fog. They are distinguished mostly by their formation. 

The formation of fog is largely dependent on the local 

geography and is often difficult to predict.  

 

Here at Deception Pass, we had fog most morn-

ings for about 10 days in October. This fog is radiation 

fog, though because of its persistence day in and day 

out, I thought it was advection fog. Clearly, I am not a 

meteorologist but I do find weather fascinating.

  
The fog we had was a result of a high pressure 

system that was not moving and that formed a very 

strong inversion layer (where the air temperature gets 

warmer with increasing elevation, not cooler). Any 

heat that the stagnant air contains is radiated away 

from the surface. As the calm air cools it can’t hold as 

much moisture. The moisture condenses into tiny 

droplets near the earth’s surface, forming fog. Usually, 

this type of fog dissipates when the sun comes up and 

a breeze starts mixing the fog back into the air, but 

because of the inversion layer, the air can’t warm up 

enough for the fog to evaporate. 

Advection fog, which I mentioned earlier, is com-

mon on the Pacific Coast. This type of fog forms be-

cause of the movement of warmer air over a colder 

surface. Since water holds heat better than land does, 

this warmer air can come from over the water. At 

night when it gets cooler on land than over the water, 

the warmer, moist air moves inland and is cooled by 

the land. As it cools, the air can’t hold as much mois-

ture, and the moisture condenses, forming fog.  

This fog is not formed by the radiational cooling 

of stagnant air but by the horizontal movement of 

warmer air over a cooler surface, either a cool ocean 

current or a land mass.  

 

 (Continued on next page) 

Deception Pass Bridge in the fog, 10/23/2013. 
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Other fog we might see in the immediate area, 

especially near the Cascade and Olympic Mountains, 

is upslope fog. This occurs when a warm air mass 

moves toward a mountain. The air cools as it rises up 

the mountainside in a process called adiabatic cooling. 

As the air cools, the moisture condenses. If you are at 

the elevation where the moisture condenses, you will 

experience this as fog. If you are below (or above) this 

elevation, you will see a cloud.  

Upslope fog forms when a warm, moist air mass 

moves uphill, cools, and condenses. Diagram from 

http://www.geography.hunter.cuny.edu/tbw/

wc.notes/5.cond.precip/orographic.fog.jpg 

 

One last type of fog is called evaporation or mix-

ing fog. It occurs when cool, dry air moves over 

warmer water. Since water holds heat better than land 

does, this happens frequently in the mornings at Cran-

berry Lake. As the cool air mixes with the warmer air 

over the lake, it causes the moisture in the warm air to 

condense. It looks like smoke rising off of the water.  

Cliff Mass, a meteorologist for the University of 

Washington predicted that the fog we had would be 

replaced by rain and maybe even sun as a low pressure 

system pushed the high pressure system (and accom-

panying inversion layer) on through. This is what hap-

pened and we’ve had a windstorm, pouring rain, and 

some sunny fall days since the several foggy ones. On 

the bright side, the shade loving greens in my garden 

seem generally pleased with the cool, damp weather 

and I will soon reap the benefits! 

 

For more information, you can visit: 

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/jkl/?n=fog_types 

http://www.weatheronline.co.uk/reports/wxfacts/Fog-

and-Mist.htm 

http://www.williamsclass.com/EighthScienceWork/

Atmosphere/AtmosphereFog.htm  

http://cliffmass.blogspot.com/ 

Deception Pass State Park to 
Host Harvest Party 
 

On November 10 (Sunday of the Veterans 

Day weekend), the park is hosting a Harvest 

Party to celebrate autumn and the changing of the 

seasons.  

We will have pumpkin bowling, bobbing for 

apples, an apple and pumpkin pie contest (bring a 

pie if you would like to participate), an open mic 

session (bring your guitar and family friendly 

songs) and warm beverages.  

Please bring a donation if you would like to 

join in the festivities. Look for the event at the 

East Cranberry Lake picnic shelter at 12:00 PM.  

The event is made possible by the Deception 

Pass Park Foundation. The Foundation will have 

a table at the event.  

For more information contact  

Jessica.Osterloh@parks.wa.gov  

or 360.675.3767 ext. 31.  
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Tuesday, November 12 

Sprouting Seeds and Grains for Winter Nutrition 

Julianne Ash will cover the history, research and nutritive value of 

sprouts, as well as which seeds to sprout, where to purchase them, how to 

tend and grow them, and ways to create great-tasting salads from your 

indoor sprout garden. If you like to watch things grow, sprouting is a de-

light! If you want to add fresh nutritious greens to your winter menu, 

sprouting is a must! Julianne is an educator, farmer, and registered nurse 

with with over 25 years practice in the healing arts. She is passionate 

about growing herbs and using them for vibrant health, good nutrient-

dense food, and healing.  

Local Area Events 

 Friday, November 8 

Projecting Future Scenarios for Fidalgo Bay – Modeling Water Cir-

culation and Coastal Changes 
 

7:00 PM, NW Educational Services District Building,1601 R Street 

 

 Presentation by Dr. Eric Grossman, Research Geologist, U.S. 

Geological Survey.   

Dr. Grossman will discuss how the US Geological Survey is using 3D 

computer modeling to examine coastal processes and inform ecosystem 

restoration and hazard mitigation in the Salish Sea.   

 How might climate change, sea-level rise and land use influence 

coastal communities, ecosystem restoration outcomes, and Fidalgo 

Bay?  Citizen science can help the USGS and its partners improve their 

models through research and monitoring – find out how you can get in-

volved as a volunteer!   

 For further information, contact Wendy Steffenson at 

wendys@re-sources.org or 360-733-8307.  

 Sponsored by Friends of Skagit Beaches Trail Tales, Fidalgo Bay 

Aquatic Reserve Citizen Stewardship Committee, Washington Environ-

mental Council, and Re-Sources.  

Seasonal  Park Area  
Closures 
 

November 1: 

• North Beach gate and restroom 

• Rosario gate and restroom (sanicans will be open) 

• Cranberry Campground Lower Loop and Forest Loop 

The Deception Pass Founda-

tion, formed in 2005, is a  non-

profit organization dedicated to 

the funding of environmental 

education and protection in 

Deception Pass State Park. 

Current efforts include 

supporting our park Ameri-

Corps interpreter, rebuilding 

the park amphitheater stage, 

sponsoring the Beach Natural-

ist program, and helping fund 

the eventual construction of a 

Rosario Interpretive Center. 

Other successes include 

funding the protection of the 

Goose Rock meadows and the 

tidepool area, funding safety 

fencing at Bowman Bay, roof-

ing of CCC shelters, sponsor-

ing the bridge's 75th anniver-

sary celebration and Washing-

ton State Park’s 100th birth-

day, and rebuilding CCC facili-

ties at the Cornet Bay Retreat 

Center. 

If you are interested in 

furthering the goals of the 

Foundation, please join as a 

member. The board is actively 

seeking new board members to 

lead the Foundation as it 

moves forward. 

Visit the website of the 

Deception Pass Park Founda-

tion to see how you can sup-

port this park 

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org 
 

Foundation Board members: 

Liz Merriman, PresidentBarry 

Wenaas, Vice-President 

Steve Young, Secretary 

Estelle Johnson 

Barb Shaw 

Matt Klope 

Brian Shelly 
 

Foundation Board Advisors: 

Jack Hartt, Park Manager 

Jessy Osterloh, Park Naturalist 

 (AmeriCorps) 
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    Follow the Deception 

Pass Foundation on Facebook. 

Search for "Deception Pass 

Park Foundation”. 

 

Your Washington State 

Parks turned 100 years old on 

March 19, 2013.  
 
 
___________________________ 
 

This monthly update is sent to 

folks who have expressed an inter-

est in keeping in touch with what is 

happening or in the planning 

stages at Deception Pass State 

Park.  

We are grateful to have you 

welcome us into your inbox. If you 

are not interested in receiving these 

monthly updates, please reply to 

this message and let me know, or 

send an email to 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov to be 

removed from the list. We have no 

intention of sending emails that you 

do not wish to receive. If you wish 
to communicate at anytime with me 

or other park staff, please email, 

call, or visit us. This park is your 

park. 

 

 

 

 

Park Manager 

Deception Pass State Park  

41020 State Route 20  

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 
 

 
 

 

In the war against frailty and limitation  

we supplied the determination it takes to make ideas and goals  

the parents of possibility  

and we believe ourselves to be members of this family  

not just one branch on one tree  

but a forest whose roots make up a dynasty  

so when I call you sis or bro  

its not lightly  

and when I ask you to remember  

it’s because the future isn’t what it used to be  

so remember now  

pay tribute to every sacrifice laid upon the altar of somehow  

for all the times  

somehow we overcame  

somehow we pushed on  

somehow we’ve gone the distance  

and in going there we’ve possessed the freedom to map  

the uncharted lands of any and everywhere  

we are unbound  

six feet above the underground where we will all one day rest 

 

Excerpted from Remember How We Forgot by Shane Koyczan 

The swinging tree in the fall, Deception Pass State Park 

Point 


