
  

October 2013October 2013  

 Kokwalalwoot and other maidens were gathering 
sea food on the beach one day when one of the shell-
fish slipped from her grasp and fell into deeper water. 
She reached for it and it slipped from her hand again 
and again and she kept following it until she was in 
deep water, well over her waist. Suddenly she realized 
that what seemed to be a hand had grasped hers and 
was holding her there. Terrified, she attempted to free 
herself, but a voice told her not to struggle or be 
afraid, that she was very lovely and he was merely 
holding her there so that he could look upon her 
beauty. Soon her hand was released and she returned 
to her people. 

After a number of such meetings during which the 
spirit held her hand longer and longer each time and 
spoke soothingly to her, telling her of the many beauti-
ful things which were in the sea, there came a day 
when a young man emerged from the water and ac-
companied her to her father's house to ask for her hand 
in marriage. 

The people of the village knew not from whence 
he came or who he might be, but they noticed that in 
his presence they were chilled as though icy winds 
were blowing. 

At first when he asked for Kokwalalwoot's hand 
her father was indignant and said, "No, my daughter 
cannot go into the sea with you -- she would die." 

"On the contrary," said the young man, "she will 
not die; we will giver her eternal life and we will be 
very good to her, for I love her dearly." 

Then he warned the father that if he could not 
have Kokwalalwoot for his bride all the sea food 
would be taken from them and they would be very 
hungry, but the father still would not agree. 

As time went on there was a great scarcity of food 
of all kinds and even the streams started to dry up so 
that they could have no water to drink. 

When she could stand it no longer, Kokwalalwoot 

went out into the water and called the young man, beg-
ging him to give her people food. But he replied, "Tell 
your father that only when you are my bride will the 
waters teem with fish and your people may again live 
in plenty." 

At last, her father realizing that his people were 
starving, reluctantly agreed to give up his daughter so 
that the many members of his tribe might live. He 
made on stipulation, however, and that was that she 
was to return to her people for a visit once each year, 
so that they could see if she was being well cared for 
and was happy. This was agreed upon, and Kokwalal-
woot, wrapping her garments about her, walked into 
the water, farther and farther until she was out of sight 
and only her hair could be seen floating in the current. 

True to the agreement there was food in plenty 
and the tribe prospered. And Kokwalalwoot returned 
to her people once each year for four years, and before 
her coming there was always more food than every 
before. Still, each time she came her people noticed 
more and more of a change in her. Barnacles grew 
upon her hands, up her arms, and the last time she 
came they had started to grow upon the side of her 
face which had been so beautiful. Her people felt the 
chill winds wherever she walked, and they noticed that 
she seemed to be unhappy out of the sea. On her last 
visit they told her she did not need to return to them 
again unless it was her wish to do so. 

Since that time she has been their guiding spirit, 
and through her efforts there has always been plenty of 
shellfish and food of all kinds in that vicinity, and the 
spring water has always been pure and sweet. 

The tribe believes that as the currents flow back 
and forth through Deception Pass her hair may be seen 
drifting gently with the tide and that she is always 
there to look out for the welfare of her people. 

 
As told by Charlie Edwards in 1938 
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Living Cedar 
 

In June of 1981, Anacortes artist Bill Mitchell 
contacted Ken Hansen, Samish Tribal chairman, 
about the possibility of sponsoring a totem pole in the 
Deception Pass area. Totem poles are an art form of 
tribes further to the north, so Ken proposed a Coast 
Salish style story pole instead. The tribe wanted to 
honor Kokwalalwoot, a guardian who still lives in the 
waters near the pass. The concept soon turned into a 
sketch of a two-sided pole which portrayed the 
change of the maiden into a sea spirit. 

The Skagit County Centennial Committee, led by 
Dick Fallis, accepted the idea as a partnership project. 
Wood carver Tracy Powell of Anacortes created a 
two-foot sculpture of the sketch. Mr. Fallis carried 
this model from meeting to meeting, and was amazed 
to watch people who 
had been opposed, 
skeptical, or half 
asleep at meetings 
suddenly becoming 
delighted and enthusi-
astic when they saw 
the carved cedar model 
of the Maiden. 

Terry Doran, di-
rector of the Northwest 
region of Washington 
State Parks, became an 
early champion of the 
project, at a time when 
park funds were being 
cut back. State Parks 
Interpretive Chief 
Dick Clifton from 
Olympia soon joined 
the ranks of advocates. 

Dick Fallis even 
tells the story of "a 
dour lady who came in 
army boots and field 
clothes from some archaeological dig to tell us that 
there was no way we would be allowed to dig or dis-
turb the grounds at Rosario Beach. She became en-
chanted by the carving and the story of the Maiden, 
and arranged to get a group of trained students to do 
the digging and survey work at Rosario in preparation 
for the placement of the completed carving." 

The U. S. Forest Service found a suitable tree 
growing near Baker Lake. The 25-foot pole arrived at 
Tracy Powell's workshop in March of 1983. Tracy, a 
non-Indian, spent a month in spiritual preparation. 

Following the teachings of old Samish craftsmen, 
Tracy went to the mountains to bathe and grow strong 
so that the unseen could become visible through his 
carving. When he was clean and clear in his relation-
ship to the cedar, it was time to cut into the huge log. 

As the carving progressed, hundreds of visitors 
followed along. The Maiden became known and be-
loved by the Skagit community and beyond. She was 
no longer a mythical personage, but a member of the 
community, as she had been to the Samish all along. 

Much credit for the smooth progression must be 
given to Tribal Chair Ken Hansen, who was prepared 
for every step that needed to be taken. Ken also gave 
credit to carver Tracy Powell. "I have never seen a 
carver bring out more spirit or more life from a piece 
of wood," he said about Powell. “We believe there is 
a spirit within that wood that is going through a trans-
formation, just like she did." 

The last detail to be resolved was the exact spot 
where the carving would be located. A siting commit-
tee included tribal elders, the Skagit Centennial Com-
mittee, State Parks, and other interested people. 
"Grandma" Laura Edwards, about 85 years of age on 
that summer day, had been born before the turn of the 
previous century, at a time when young Indian girls 
were urged to turn away from the ways of their peo-
ple to take up modern culture. 

Laura's lineage was from several tribes affiliated 
with the Swinomish Indian community. She married 
Alfred Edwards, whose father had been Charlie Ed-
wards, one of the last, great Samish carvers. He had 
carved an earlier story pole, which depicted Kok-
walalwoot at its base. 

By the summer of 1983, Laura was thin, small, 
and seemingly frail, but with eyes and spirit bright 
and alive, she joined the search for the right place for 
the Maiden. 

When she arrived at the narrow spit of land that 
leads up to Rosario Head, she sat down on the earth. 
Someone started to talk amiably as they had been all 
day, when "Grandma" raised her hand for silence. 

The background calling of gulls nearby greatly 
increased as people sat there, and soon a great rau-
cous mass of birds converged into a line that swooped 
down over the outer bay, flew directly over those 
sitting or squatting on the ground, then flew noisily 
off toward the pass itself. 

Laura looked up with a face that was all joy and 
laughter. "Here," she said. "This is the place for the 
Maiden." 

And that is where the story pole of Kokwalal-
woot was placed. 

The story pole was unveiled in a colorful, spirit-
filled ceremony at Rosario Beach on September 24, 
1983. 

Tracy Powell carving on the 

Maiden. Her head can be seen 

at the bottom of the photo.  
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For thirty years, Kokwalal-
woot has stood at Rosario Beach, 
gracing the park and park visitors 
with her continual presence and 
teaching spirit. 

The Samish Indian Nation 
hosted a community gathering last 
Saturday to commemorate and 
celebrate the Maiden. Dozens of 
people gathered at Rosario in the 
morning to welcome two tribal 
canoes that had paddled over from 
Bowman Bay.  

A procession entered the area 
with drumming and songs, and 
also brought gifts and prayers 

which they offered in 
a four-direction cir-
cling ceremony 
around Kokwalal-
woot. Food was pro-
vided to the Maiden 
in the waters off 
Rosario Head. 

About two hun-
dred people then 
gathered at Bowman 
Bay to sing, drum, 
share stories, give 
gifts, recite the story 
of the Maiden, and 
share in a salmon 
feast. 

Tribal leaders gave 
special honors to Tracy Powell 
and to those who had attended the 
original dedication of the Maiden 
in 1983, of which there were 
many. 

Elders and ancestors were 
honored. The Maiden was hon-
ored. The tribe was gathered and 
celebrating, recognizing the great 
progress the nation has achieved 
in the years since Kokwalalwoot 
first stood at Rosario, thirty years 
ago. She has weathered well, 
graceful in her age. The tribe has 
done the same. Perhaps the suc-
cesses are a gift back to the tribe 

from the Maiden 
herself. 

The story of 
Kokwalalwoot has 
taught many gen-
erations of Samish 
children the value 
of self-sacrifice 
and generosity. 
Now her story and 
her example is 
shared with all 
who come to 
Rosario Beach at 
Deception Pass 
State Park . 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maiden photo by Rick Lawler, 

courtesy of the Deception Pass 

Foundation calendar. 

 

A big thank you to all in the 

Samish Indian Nation who made 

the celebration possible. A special 

thank you to Bill Bailey, Rosie 

Cayou and family for such a deli-

cious and generous feast! 

The Maiden Turns 30  

Samish members lead a procession to the Maiden as 

part of the birthday celebration. 

Kokwalalwoot is carved from a 
single Western red cedar tree. These 
trees hold a special place in the de-
velopment of the Coast Salish cul-
ture. It is light, aromatic, straight 
grained, rot-resistant, and splits 
easily into planks.  

It could be hewn into canoes, 
poles, masks, rattles, bowls, and 
boxes. The bark was made into 
clothing, even diaper material!  

The tree used for the Maiden 
was a seedling just 25 years after 
the Pilgrims landed! When felled it 
measured more than seven feet in 
diameter at the base. 
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Much of the background infor-
mation for the previous pages 
came from Fidalgo Magazine, 
October 29, 1997, as written by 
Dick Fallis; The Maiden of Decep-
tion Pass: A Spirit in Cedar by 
Kenneth C. Hansen, published in 
1983; various local newspaper 
articles of the time; and personal 
communications. 

 
For background details from 

Tracy Powell's perspective about 
his inspirational work, visit: 

www.stonebard.com/
cedar_chapter.htm 

 
For a story about Tracy Pow-

ell printed in the online Anacortes 
Magazine, written by Steven  
Berentson, visit: 

www.anacortes.net/anacortes-
magazine/2012/04/tracy-powell/ 

 
For further information about 

the Samish tribe, history, and cul-
ture, visit their website at 
www.samishtribe.nsn.us/samish-
community/culture/ 

Kukutali Moving  
Forward 

Access to the Kukutali Pre-
serve at Kiket 
Island took a 
giant leap for-
ward this sum-
mer as both 
Washington 
State Parks and 
the Swinomish 
Tribal Commu-
nity were 
granted funds to 
build a parking 
lot and access trails to Kiket Is-
land. 

Curt Miller of Miller Consult-
ing designed the preliminary plans 
for the parking area and day use 
facilities. Construction may take 
place this coming spring. 

When appropriate access 
routes and parking are finished, the 
island will be open for everyone 
without requiring guided tours. 

If plans work out, this access 
may be available by next summer. 

 
 

2014 Calendar 

Now available for sale by the 
Deception Pass Foundation, the 
calendar displays the 13 award-
winning photos from this year’s 
photo contest. 

Pick your up at the park office 
or at several outlets throughout the 
Anacortes and Oak Harbor areas. 

[Pictured above, the grand 
prize winning photo on the cover, 
taken by Lynne Han] 

Park Experiences 
 
 

Kukutali Tours 
Call the tour guide at 360-

661-0682 to set up a reservation 
for a two-hour tour of the Kuku-
tali Preserve on a Saturday morn-
ing. 

Tours are free. Reservations 
are required, as space is limited. 
Tours start at 9 and 11 a.m. with 
space for just 12 people at a time. 

  
Deception Pass Tours        

The tours have returned for 
interpretive boat experiences un-
der the bridge and out into the 
Strait. 

Booth at the bridge, store at  
5596 State Route 20, Anacortes 
Phone: 888-909-8687 
www.deceptionpasstours.com 
 
 

Anacortes Kayak Tours 
Call (800) 992-1801  or visit 

www.anacorteskayaktours.com 
Guided tours based out of Bow-
man Bay. 
 
 

Academics and Adven-
tures 

Academic Adventures is an 
inquiry focused Coastal Ecology 
and Marine Biology Field School. 
Students participate in the scien-
tific process, and are surrounded 
by the specific habitats, organ-
isms and ecosystems they are 
studying.  
www.academicsandadventures.org 

 

The unveiling of Kokwalalwoot, 

September 24, 1983, at Rosario 

 To Explore Further 
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Park Ranger Steps Down 
It is with mixed sadness and joy that we say good-bye to Ranger 

Jeri Lancaster. 
Jeri spent her entire ranger career here at Deception Pass, start-

ing in 1998 as an entry level Ranger 1. She was promoted to Ranger 
2 to be a lead ranger around 2006. 

She has always been respected for her intelligence, insightful 
reasoning, and hard-working attitude. No matter what the job, from 
construction to cleaning restrooms to trimming grass to dealing with 
a problem campsite, Jeri 
was always willing to help. 
She dedicated her last few 
ranger years to also manag-
ing our entrance station, 
making sure the thousands 
of visitors who come here 
every day are served and their needs met, whether they be a camper 
or day visitor. 

We will miss her ability to always seem a step ahead of what-
ever needs to be done around the park. She has shown a positive 
attitude and the dedication of a professional ranger throughout her 
career. 

The good news is that she will not be leaving the park! She is 
taking a part time job for us in our newly-funded office assistant 
position, where she can continue to help in the entrance station, as 
well as help take on other administrative duties such as paying bills, 
and tracking energy use and other expenditures. 

Her ranger position will be filled by another state park ranger 
from somewhere in the state. Our interview process will begin in the 
next couple of weeks. 

We wish the best for Jeri in her new endeavors. We will miss 
her as a veteran ranger. 

 
 
 

Welcome to Jessy! 
Jessy Osterloh started her work as our AmeriCorps interpretive 

intern for Deception Pass State Park this past Tuesday, October 1. 
Sponsored by the Deception Pass Foundation, Jessy will be 

leading our interpretive programming for the park, including the 
Beach Naturalist program, volunteer groups working on heritage 
projects, our summer evening programs and music events, park inter-
pretive signage, Junior ranger programs, and much more. 

The AmeriCorps program lasts just under a year. It was last 
filled by Sam Wotipka, who spent two years of service with us, and 
is now in school at MIT. 

We know Jessy will do a wonderful job, bringing her own en-
ergy and ideas for the tasks at hand. Say hello if you are in the area. 

 
 
 

Seasonal  Park Area Closures 
 
October 1: 

• Cranberry Campground:  
Back and middle loops 

• Bowman Campground and north 
day use area (boat launch area open 
year round) 

• Concession restroom at West Beach 
 
November 1: 

• North Beach gate and restroom 

• Rosario gate and restroom (sanicans 
will be open) 

• Cranberry Campground Lower 
Loop and Forest Loop 

 
 

 

Rosario Construction 
Work begins this week at Rosario to 

replace the restroom. TWR Construction 
won the bid to replace the building. The 
project will provide new restroom facili-
ties, an office that the Beach Naturalists 
and Beach Watchers can share, and land-
scaping that fits into the CCC experience 
at Rosario. 

The project should be finished before 
the end of January. 

With the restroom under construc-
tion, sanicans will be available for rest-
room use by visitors during construction. 

 
 
 

Bowman Restoration 
The Department of Fish and Wildlife 

recently awarded $55,820 to Skagit 
County for shoreline work at Bowman 
Bay. The grant is for planning and de-
sign of the restoration of the Bowman 
Bay shoreline, eventually seeking the 
replacement of the rock bulkhead with a 
"soft-shore" natural beach line. 

What a positive change that will be! 
The money comes from the Estuary 

and Salmon Recovery Program and 
Nearshore Grant Program. The federal 
Environmental Protection Agency funds 
the Nearshore Grant Program. 
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From  Jessy 
 
 

Hello all! 
 
I would like to use this space to introduce myself 

and tell you a little bit about my background. My 
name is Jessica Osterloh and I am Sam Wotipka’s re-
placement. I am originally from Joseph, Oregon and I 
went to college at the University of Idaho in Moscow, 
Idaho where I received my degree in Environmental 
Science.  

Growing up in the mountains of northeastern Ore-
gon was a little bit like liv-
ing on an island, except I 
was surrounded by moun-
tains, prairies and canyons 
so expansive you can’t 
build bridges over them. 
Joseph is about 80 miles 
away from the nearest Wal-
mart store, and the same 
distance away from the 
nearest traffic signal.  

While living in this 
small town I worked for the 
Wallowa Lake Marina, situ-
ated in one of Oregon’s 
most visited state parks. My 
job at the Marina was 
mostly to rent boats to peo-
ple. When they got back, I 
got to clean their boat out. 
If they had been picnicking, 
this task was usually easy. If they had been fishing, 
this task was a bit nastier. The Marina was only open 
seasonally, but we got weather ranging from snow to 
100 degree days, sometimes back-to-back. My favorite 
part of this job was talking to our customers and learn-
ing about where they had come from and what had 
brought them to Wallowa Lake State Park. I loved 
answering their questions and sharing local informa-
tion with them. 

Eventually I left the Marina and took a summer 
position through the University of Idaho doing fire 
mitigation and forest restoration at Ponderosa State 
Park in McCall, Idaho. The UI has a field campus 
called the McCall Outdoor Science School (MOSS) at 
Ponderosa State Park where we lived that summer. We 
worked in the state park and the Nokes Experimental 
Forest that borders the state park and is owned by the 
university. The really great thing about this area (and 
much of Idaho) is the great expanse of uninterrupted 
forested land – more than any of the lower 48 states. 

While working at Ponderosa State Park I learned a bit 
about fire ecology, forest succession, and how to use a 
chainsaw. I couldn’t believe I was getting paid to live 
at a park and walk around the forest all day enjoying 
nature! Granted, I wasn’t getting paid much, but there 
was room and board and the bunkhouse I lived in was 
right on the shore of Payette Lake. 

The next summer I landed an internship with the 
Idaho National Laboratory in Idaho Falls, Idaho. I 
didn’t know very many people in Idaho Falls and I had 
only been there once before. I didn’t have a place to 
live and I didn’t know my way around. All that I knew 
was that I needed to show up for work at the Idaho 
Cleanup Project.  

I was to be working as an Environmental Techni-
cian on the Unexploded Ordnance Project. I found out 
that this meant I would walk through the desert with a 
four person crew and look for 70 year old explosives. I 
started work in early May and was surprised by the 
beauty of the desert in the spring time. From prickly 
pear cactus flowers and the seasonally flowing Little 
Lost River to baby birds in the sage bushes, the desert 
came alive around us.  

Again, I found myself being paid (a lot more this 
time – apparently looking for explosives is a little bit 
more dangerous than cutting down trees) to walk 
through the desert of southeastern Idaho and enjoy 
nature! When I wasn’t looking for bombs at my feet, I 
could look up and enjoy the view of the Lost River 
and Lemhi Mountain Ranges.  

I also joined the Snake River Mountain Bike Club 
and spent Thursday evenings and weekends exploring 
all the mountains of southeastern Idaho on bike. What 
started out as a grim summer turned into a surprising 
opportunity for exploring more forests and mountains 
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in the Pacific Northwest.  
After that, I found a summer job working with 

Upward Bound Math Science at UI. UBMS is a pro-
gram for low-income or first-generation college bound 
high school students. This job is probably the most 
challenging I have had to date. I was a residential 
mentor and was charged with supervising 20 high 
school students for five weeks while also encouraging 
them to pursue math and science tracks in college. We 
explored some of the opportunities available at UI for 
one week, then went to the familiar UI MOSS campus 
at Ponderosa State Park to do hands on field learning 
and to recreate in and around the State Park for four 

weeks. We swam, hiked, and took a field trip to see 
the geothermal heating district in Boise. At the end of 
the month, the students had designed a sustainable city 

and gave a presentation about it to the MOSS staff. 
After this we drove all the way up to Sandpoint, Idaho 
to learn about Lake Pend Oreille and work on the final 
summer project, a display about water that would be 
used at a water festival in the fall. The most gratifying 
part of this job was seeing these students get excited 
about science, one of my own passions.  

 
I joined AmeriCorps for many reasons. During 

my term of service I receive trainings in leadership, 
disaster preparedness, and environmental stewardship, 
among others. My position here at Deception Pass is 
related to my field of study, giving me really great 

work experience. But with all of this, I 
get to serve my country and help make 
it better. I hope that one of the junior 
rangers I give a badge to becomes a 
biologist someday. I hope that one of 
the families I talk to decides to reduce 
their impact on the environment in 
some way. I hope that everyone I talk to 
learns something they didn’t know be-
fore and is able to make their world a 
better place because of it.  

I have many hopes and goals for 
my time here at Deception Pass State 
Park. While I have had some great ex-
periences and feel good about my edu-
cation, I’m still not entirely sure what I 
want to do with it. I’ve always loved 
science, and would like to help other 
people enjoy science too. I’m really 
excited to meet visitors to the park and 
help them to discover everything the 
park offers. I would like to go to gradu-
ate school, but I’ve always been inter-
ested in so many things that it’s been 
tough to decide what exactly I want to 
study in graduate school – I want to 
study everything! I hope to narrow my 
interests or find something that interests 
me over and above everything else. I 
want to make my own mark at the park. 
I want to do some projects, reach thou-
sands or millions of people through 
interpretive programs, and learn all I 
can about the park and Northwestern 
Washington. Through doing these 
things I hope that opportunities will 
present themselves that will help me 
figure out what the next step in my life 
is going to be. 
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Subway in the Park 
Who is that scary looking man on 

the right? And what is he saying to 

that kind man on the left, at the oh-

dark-early hour of 6:30 a.m.? 

 
Subway gift cards were a big 

hit on September 28. I mentioned in 
the last Current that $5 gift cards 
would be offered at 6:30 a.m. at the 
park, and at 6:30 a.m. we had sev-
eral people greet me that morning to 
get their cards! 

Over 100 cards were distributed 
that day to park visitors here, as well 
as at many other parks around the 
state. 

Our apologies to those who did 
not get a card. We ran out quickly! 

Thank you Subway for partner-
ing with Washington State Parks 
and sharing good food with our visi-
tors! 

 
That smiling man is Paul 

Maughan on the left, holding his $5 

Subway gift card. The man on the 

right woke up a lot of people with 

that coat of shiny colors that morn-

ing, that dark and drizzly morning. 

Photo courtesy of Karen Maughan, 

who also received a card. 

 
 

Two Hands and a 
Shovel 
An illustrated exploration of the 

work of the Civilian Conservation 

Corps at Deception Pass State Park 

 

Using photos from the National 
Park Service and others in the public 
domain, and additional photos from 
private collections authorized for 
use in this book, Sam Wotipka and I 
developed this large-format photo 
book illustrating the history of the 
Civilian Conservation Corps at De-
ception Pass. 

 
All of the photos are black and 

white, of course. The accompanying 
text describes the background of the 
CCC here at the park, and provides 
commentary on all of the photo-
graphs. There are over 400 illustra-
tions showing the early development 
days of this park. 

 

All profits from the sale of the 

book go directly to the Deception 

Pass Park Foundation to further 
their work in protecting the park and 
educating park visitors. 

The book is now available on 
Amazon.com, and at a handful of 
local outlets. 

 
 

The Deception Pass Foundation, 
formed in 2005, is a  non-profit 
organization dedicated to the fund-
ing of environmental education 
and protection in Deception Pass 
State Park. 

Current efforts include sup-
porting our park AmeriCorps inter-
preter, rebuilding the park amphi-
theater stage, sponsoring the 
Beach Naturalist program, and 
helping fund the eventual con-
struction of a Rosario Interpretive 
Center. 

Other successes include fund-
ing the protection of the Goose 
Rock meadows and the tidepool 
area, funding safety fencing at 
Bowman Bay, roofing of CCC 
shelters, sponsoring the bridge's 
75th anniversary celebration and 
Washington State Park’s 100th 
birthday, and rebuilding CCC fa-
cilities at the Cornet Bay Retreat 
Center. 

If you are interested in fur-
thering the goals of the Founda-
tion, please join as a member. The 
board is actively seeking new 
board members to lead the Foun-
dation as it moves forward. 

Visit the website of the De-
ception Pass Park Foundation to 
see how you can support this park 

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org 

 
Foundation Board members: 

Liz Merriman, President 
Barry Wenaas, Vice-President 
Steve Young, Secretary 
Estelle Johnson 
Barb Shaw 
Matt Klope 
Brian Shelly 
 

Foundation Board Advisors: 

Jack Hartt, Park Manager 
Jessy Osterloh,  
Park Naturalist (AmeriCorps) 
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For more information, contact 
Betty Carteret 
iends@skagitbeaches.org 360-
299-8553  
 
 

Special Event  
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    Follow the Deception 
Pass Foundation on Facebook. 
Search for "Deception Pass 
Park Foundation”. 

 
Your Washington State 

Parks turned 100 years old on 
March 19, 2013. Washington 
State Parks is celebrating their 
centennial milestone with 
events throughout 2013. For a 
full list of events, visit 

www.parks.wa.gov/
events. 
 
 
___________________________ 
 

This monthly update is sent to 

folks who have expressed an inter-

est in keeping in touch with what is 

happening or in the planning 

stages at Deception Pass State 

Park. If you are not interested in 

receiving these monthly updates, 

please reply to this message and let 

me know, or send an email to 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov to be 

removed from the list. We have no 

intention of sending emails that you 

do not wish to receive. If you wish 
to communicate at anytime with me 

or other park staff, please email, 

call, or visit us. This park is your 

park. 

 

 
 

Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park  
41020 State Route 20  
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 
 
 

 

 

Point 

 
 

 

"His village is not the strip of land that is his 

as long as the sun rises and the moon sets. The 

myths are the village and the winds and the rains. 

The river is the village, and the black and white 

killer whales that herd the fish to the end of the 

inlet....  

“The village is the salmon who comes up the 

river to spawn, the seal who follows the salmon, 

...the blue jay whose name is like the sound he 

makes -- 'Kwiss-kwiss'.  

The village is the talking bird, the owl ...and 

the Cedar-man who stands at the bottom holding 

up the eagle, the wolf, and the raven."   

 
 — Margaret Craven  

from I Heard the Owl Call My Name 


