
  

 
 
Looks who is turning 30! 
 

Kokwalalwoot, 
the maiden of De-
ception Pass, turns 
30 this year.  

To celebrate, 
the Samish tribe is 
holding a signifi-
cant celebration on 
September 28 at 
Rosario and Bowman Bay. This will 
be their Fall Cultural Day.  

Please join them to honor this 
gift to all of us. Times and events to 
be announced soon. 
 

September 2013September 2013  

 Imagine learning by doing. 
That’s how these Field School 
students learned original CCC 
construction methods. 

The school came to De-
ception Pass this August to 
rebuild a Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps shelter at the Cor-
net Bay Retreat Center. The 
shelter was literally in pieces 
when the school came to the 
park.  

The University of Oregon 
developed this Historic Pres-
ervation Field School to pro-
vide participants with the 
opportunity to experience 
preservation firsthand.  

The field school is intended 
for anyone interested in work-
ing in a hands-on environment, 
and to learn about preservation by 
actually doing preservation work. 

Alex McMurry, our State 
Park historical preservationist, 
coordinated the work for Wash-
ington State Parks to ensure au-
thenticity and integrity. Also 
teaching in word and deed were  
Dana Barton, Duc Houck, Murray 
Boatright, and Sterling Holdorf. 

They carefully constructed the 
building from the ground up, us-
ing authentic techniques such as 
the CCC enrollees used.  

Logs were cut with crosscut 
saws. Rocks were split with ham-
mers. Notches were shaped with 
chisels. The posts were raised on 
the original foundations. Rafters 
and purlins were then strung 
across, and then split cedar shakes 
put on the roof.  

Meanwhile, the original rock 
stove was dismantled piece by 
piece and re-assembled with each 
rock going back into its original 
position with new mortar and 
pointing. 

Keeping our historical struc-
tures maintained is not an easy 
task. Doing it with original tech-
niques gave the students a new 
appreciation for the work of the 
CCC at Deception Pass! 
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Pink in Abundance 
The pinks are running! Every two years, pink 

salmon return to the Salish Sea in great numbers. 
They are schooling by the thousands right now 
around the park. 

The beaches and near-shore waters of the park 
are lined with fishing folks hoping to bring home a 
salmon. Because of the abundance of pinks, many 
people return day after day to stock up the freezer, or 
fill the cupboards after smoking or canning the fish. 

The abundance of the planet is on center stage 
right now. Puget Sound's surge of odd-year humpies 

is predicted to be 6.2 million fish, with the Skagit, 
Green and Puyallup river basins expected to see more 
than a million humpies each. 

Pink salmon, or "humpies", so named because of 
the distinctive hump they get on their backs as they 
begin to spawn, are the smallest and shortest-lived of 
the salmon species. And yet they are the most abun-
dant Pacific salmon species. 

Much of their success lies in the pinks’ two-year 
life cycle. Young pink salmon hatch in the early 

spring of an even-numbered year. They overwinter in 
the ocean, then return to spawn in the autumn of the 
following odd-numbered year. They have to grow fast 
to get all that done in two years instead of four. 

Pinks are built for success on today's planet. Pink 
salmon are conspicuous by their absence from the 
endangered species list. As climate change warms the 
marine waters, phytoplankton blooms earlier than it 
used to. Pink salmon are usually the first to enter salt 
water in the spring, so 
they are well fed and 
strong by the time 
other salmon species 
arrive. 

We don't know 
what the future will 
bring for other salmon 
species, but for now, 
the Salish Sea is 
bringing yet another 
healthy run of pink 
salmon in this odd-
numbered year .  

Sam’s Parting Shots 
Park Interpretive Intern Sam Wotipka, sponsored 

by the Deception Pass Foundation through an Ameri-
Corps grant, finished his two years here on August 15. 
His last project at the park graces the walls of the  ad-
ministration building on Highway 20. 

Come inside and take a look at a collection of his-
torical photographs taken throughout the park through-
out the past one hundred years. Every photo pictures a 
person doing something in the park in years gone by. 
Labels underneath each picture give the timeframe and 
location.  

See if you recognize where the pictures were taken in the park. Or see if you recognize someone in one of the 
pictures! There are some recognizable faces of locals pictured here. 

“Honey, you get to watch the baby this morning.” 

“Okay, no problem. We’ll go fishing” 

              Truly, don’t anyone rock the boat. 
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Thanks to a 
grant from the De-
ception Pass Foun-
dation, the facelift 
of the upper CCC 
shelter at Bowman 
Bay continues all 
the way to the top.  

Park mainte-
nance workers 
Mark Lunz and 
Marvin Wold, as-
sisted by workers 
from the Northwest 
Region of State 
Parks, have rebuilt the 
roof so that it can last 
several more decades.  

They are re-shaking 
the roof with split cedar shakes 
from the Olympic Peninsula cut to 
the original dimensions that the 
CCC had used. (Finding shakes of 
this size at an affordable price is 
nearly impossible. Indeed, in a 
few months, this particular shake 
mill will close its doors.) 

The roof they are replacing 
had allowed rot to develop 
throughout several of the rafters 

and purlins.  
This time the roof is built the 

roof sublayer is built with breath-
able spaces so that this roof should 
last longer. Materials that were not 
appropriate for a CCC shelter 
were also removed. 

By the middle of the month, if 
the weather holds, we should have 
a brand new roof that looks as if it 
was just finished 80 years ago. 

New Roof for Old Building  

New Book About 
Park History 

 

“Two Hands and a Shovel” 
An illustrated exploration of 

the work of the Civilian Conserva-

tion Corps at Deception Pass State 

Park 

Using photos from the Na-
tional Park Service and others in 
the public domain, and additional 
photos from private collections 
authorized for use in this book, 
Sam Wotipka and I developed this 
large-format photo book illustrat-
ing the history of the Civilian Con-
servation Corps at Deception Pass. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All of the photos are black and 

white, of course. The accompany-
ing text describes the background 
of the CCC here at the park, and 
provides commentary on all of the 
photographs. There are over 400 
illustrations. 

 

All profits from the sale of 

the book go directly to the De-

ception Pass Park Foundation to 
further their work in protecting the 
park and educating park visitors. 

 
The book is now available on 

Amazon.com. 

Mark Lunz nails another layer of original-size 

cedar shakes onto the Bowman shelter. 

Bids have been awarded for 
rebuilding the Rosario restroom. 
They hope to begin work this 
month or in early October, with 
completion scheduled for early 
2014. 

This new restroom will also 
contain space for our volunteer 
Beach Naturalists to store their 
educational materials and provide 
better opportunities to greet and 
talk with park visitors.  

These dedicated trained volun-
teers help teach people about the 
tidepools, and guide them through 

the pools along the rope trail so 
that marine life on each side can 
return to Rosario. After several 
years of service, we are seeing 
intertidal life returning to the tide-
pools with greater variety of spe-
cies and healthier populations! 

During construction, porta-
potties will be in place. Some of 
the parking lot will be fenced off 
for the construction work.  

Due to limited park staff 

these days, the gates to Rosario 

will again close November 1 and 

re-open March 1. 

Rosario Restroom to be  
Replaced this Winter 
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Discover Pass = 
Subway meal 

Do you like Subway sand-
wiches? 

Do you like State Parks? 
Can you put them both to-

gether? Yes! 
For the month of September, if 

you have a Discover Pass, you can 
get a free 6” subway sandwich at 
Subway just by showing them your 
Discover Pass if you purchase an 
additional sandwich and a drink. 

It is part of Subway’s “No 
Family Left Inside” initiative, a 
great idea for any family. 

That’s two sandwiches for the 
price of just one! 

 
 

But That’s Not All! 
On Sept. 28, the 20th anniver-

sary of National Public Lands 
Day, the Discover Pass require-
ment is waived at Washington 
state parks.  

National Public Lands Day is 
the nations largest hands-on volun-
teer effort to improve and enhance 
the public lands Americans enjoy.  

SUBWAY restaurants will 
help celebrate this special day by 
giving away $5,000 in cash cards 
to the first 100 people to visit des-
ignated state parks.  

These parks include Larrabee 
near the city of Bellingham, De-

ception Pass on Whidbey Island, 

Lincoln Rock in Douglas County, 
Lake Sammamish in Issaquah, 
Millersylvania near Olympia, Twin 
Harbors in Grays Harbor County, 
Belfair in Mason County, Dose-
wallips in Jefferson County, Fort 
Worden in Port Townsend and 
Saltwater in King County. 

The giveaway at Deception 

Pass starts at 6:30 a.m at the 

Cranberry Lake park entrance 

on September 28.  

See you there! 

Kukutali Moving  
Forward 

Access to the Kukutali Pre-
serve at Kiket 
Island took a 
giant leap for-
ward this sum-
mer as both 
Washington 
State Parks and 
the Swinomish 
Tribal Commu-
nity were 
granted funds to 
build a parking 
lot and access trails to Kiket Is-
land. 

Curt Miller of Miller Consult-
ing designed the preliminary plans 
for the parking area and day use 
facilities. Construction may take 
place this coming spring. 

When appropriate access 
routes and parking are finished, the 
island will be open for everyone 
without requiring guided tours. 

If plans work out, this access 
may be available by next year. 

 
 

2014 Calendar 

Now available for sale by the 
Deception Pass Foundation, the 
calendar displays the 13 award-
winning photos from this year’s 
photo contest. 

Pick your up at the park office 
or at several outlets throughout the 
Anacortes and Oak Harbor areas. 

[Pictured above, the grand 
prize winning photo on the cover, 
taken by Lynne Han] 

Park Experiences 
 
 

Kukutali Tours 
Call the tour guide at 360-661-

0682 to set up a reservation for a 
two-hour tour of the Kukutali Pre-
serve on a Saturday morning. 

Tours are free. Reservations are 
required, as space is limited. Tours 
start at 9 and 11 a.m. with space for 
just 12 people at a time. 

  

Deception Pass Tours        
The tours have returned for 

interpretive boat experiences under 
the bridge and out into the Strait. 

Booth at the bridge, store at  
5596 State Route 20, Anacortes 
Phone: 888-909-8687 
www.deceptionpasstours.com 
 
 

Anacortes Kayak Tours 
Call (800) 992-1801  or visit 

www.anacorteskayaktours.com 
Guided tours based out of Bowman 
Bay. 
 
 

Academics and Adventures 
Academic Adventures is an in-

quiry focused Coastal Ecology and 
Marine Biology Field School. Stu-
dents participate in the scientific 
process, and are surrounded by the 
specific habitats, organisms and 
ecosystems they are studying.  
www.academicsandadventures.org 

 

For a hilarious look at  
the deadly serious subject 
of Global Climate Change, 
check out: 
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TmfcJP_0eMc 



5 

The Deception Pass Foundation, 
formed in 2005, is a  non-profit 
organization dedicated to the fund-
ing of environmental education 
and protection in Deception Pass 
State Park. 

Current efforts include sup-
porting our park AmeriCorps inter-
preter, rebuilding the park amphi-
theater stage, sponsoring the 
Beach Naturalist program, and 
helping fund the eventual con-
struction of a Rosario Interpretive 
Center. 

Other successes include fund-
ing the protection of the Goose 
Rock meadows and the tidepool 
area, funding safety fencing at 
Bowman Bay, roofing of CCC 
shelters, sponsoring the bridge's 
75th anniversary celebration and 
Washington State Park’s 100th 
birthday, and rebuilding CCC fa-
cilities at the Cornet Bay Retreat 
Center. 

If you are interested in fur-
thering the goals of the Founda-
tion, please join as a member. The 
board is actively seeking new 
board members to lead the Foun-
dation as it moves forward. 

Visit the website of the De-
ception Pass Park Foundation to 
see how you can support this park 

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org 

 
Foundation Board members: 

Liz Merriman, President 
Barry Wenaas, Vice-President 
Steve Young, Secretary 
George Churchill 
Estelle Johnson 
Barb Shaw 
Matt Klope 
Brian Shelly 
 

Foundation Board Advisors: 

Jack Hartt, Park Manager 
Jessy Osterloh,  
Park Naturalist (AmeriCorps) 

Whidbey Raptor Day 
When: Saturday, September 21st, 
1:00PM  
Place: Pacific Rim Institute, 
Coupeville  
Description: Steve Layman and his 
colleagues will be sharing their 
feathered friends for the 4th An-
nual Whidbey Raptor Day. This 
event is FREE and open to all 
ages. Get up close and personal 
with these hunters of the air. 
 

Beaver Ponds Hike 
Saturday, September 13 
The Little Cranberry Lake area in 
Anacortes is filled with beaver 
ponds and the families of beaver 
who created them. Meet at the 
ACFL Kiosk at A Avenue and 
37th in Anacortes 

 

Heart Lake Traverse 
Saturday, September 28th 

10am until a little after noon 

This is a beautiful area to get to 
know. We will circumnavigate  
the lake and become familiar with 
the many route options available 
to you when you explore on your 
own. Home to an exciting array 
of wildlife and habitats, this is 
truly the heart of our island. 
Meet at the 
Heart Lake parking lot. 
 
Saturday, Sept 14: Fidalgo 
Bay Day!  See and touch living 
sea creatures, talk with marine 
scientists, enjoy samples of 
local seafood cuisine, participate 
in the popular beach seining, feast 
on traditional Samish salmon 
BBQ.  11-3pm, Fidalgo Bay RV 
Park 
 
Saturday, Sept 21: Skill-Share 
Workshop: Worm Bins with Callie 
Martin.  Learn how to turn food 
scraps into a potent soil amend-
ment through the art of vermicom-
posting, Callie is Skagit County's 

Waste Reduction and Recycling 
Education Specialist.  Free skill-
share workshops are sponsored by 

Transition Fidalgo & Friends in 

partnership with the Anacortes 

Farmers' Market to help grow 

community resilience. Anacortes 
Depot at 10 am 
 
Wednesday, Sept 25: Fall Water-
shed Masters Volunteer Training 
Program   For Skagit residents, 
age 17 and up, who want to in-
crease their knowledge about local 
watersheds, water quality, and 
beach and stream ecology.  Partici-
pants attend 8 evening sessions, 
held weekly starting Sept 25th 
from 6 pm to 9pm and continuing 
every Wednesday evening through 
November 13th.  Includes 3 Satur-
day field trips (Sept 28th, Oct 
12th, and Oct 19th).  Evening ses-
sions will be held at the Padilla 
Bay meeting facility.  Class limit 
is 25 (first come basis).  Pre-
register before September 20th 
with Kristi Carpenter, Skagit Con-
servation District, (360) 428-4313 
or email: kristi@skagitcd.org 
 

Saturday, Sept 28:  Fix-It 
Day  The fourth and last one, so 
get down here! Got an appliance 
that's ailing? A lamp that needs 
lovin'? A toaster that's tanked? 
Bring in your items for repair; cost 
is by donation to support Decep-
tion Pass State Park, which is fac-
ing severe budget reductions. Re-
duce, Reuse, REPAIR and then 
Reuse! 9 am-2 pm at the Anacor-
tes Farmers' Market. 

Nearby Opportunities 
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    Follow the Deception 
Pass Foundation on Facebook. 
Search for "Deception Pass 
Park Foundation”. 

 
Your Washington State 

Parks turned 100 years old on 
March 19, 2013. Washington 
State Parks is celebrating their 
centennial milestone with 
events throughout 2013. For a 
full list of events, visit 

www.parks.wa.gov/
events. 
 
 
___________________________ 
 

This monthly update is sent to 

folks who have expressed an inter-

est in keeping in touch with what is 

happening or in the planning 

stages at Deception Pass State 

Park. If you are not interested in 

receiving these monthly updates, 

please reply to this message and let 

me know, or send an email to 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov to be 

removed from the list. We have no 

intention of sending emails that you 

do not wish to receive. If you wish 
to communicate at anytime with me 

or other park staff, please email, 

call, or visit us. This park is your 

park. 

 

 
 

Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park  
41020 State Route 20  
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 
 
 

 

 

Point 

 
“...Parks are places of pilgrimage — a place 

where we return over and over again with family, 
with memories, with a desire to be still, to be con-
templative. I do think 
they’re the closest 
thing we have in this 
country in terms of  
sacred lands. 

“Our … parks are a 
reservoir for our spirits 
— memory palaces 
made of sandstone, 
granite, a sea of grass 
— and they spark 
something in us that is 
both uniquely and di-
vinely human. We re-
member who we are, 
and who we are not. And we remember in our parks 
where the source of our true power lies, in the land. 

“Not only do we save these lands, they save us. 
There’s something about this wild continuity that 
gives us courage, that allows us to be the best of who 
we are as human beings. I think our national parks 
remind us that beauty is not optional, but at the very 
core of our being.” 

— Terry Tempest Williams,  
American author, conservationist and activist 


