
  

 
 
 
 
 

Washington State Parks 

100th Birthday 
1913-2013 

 
Thank you, Deception Pass Park 
Foundation, for hosting a joyous 
celebration of meaningful fun. 
 
And a Thank you to our commu-
nity for sharing that joy and being 
the reason for our history and our 
future. 

August 2013August 2013  

 Some say that it all started 
with Seattle businessman Robert 
Moran, who had an idea and a 
vision. He had come to Olympia 
early in the 20th century  to pro-
pose a donation of 3,000 acres on 
Orcas Island for a public park. But 
at the time, the state had no 
mechanism for receiving it. 

The legislation that finally 
happened in 1913,establishing the 
State Parks Committee, made that 
possible.  

• Larrabee State Park, up near 
Bellingham was the first park  

• About the same time, the John 
R. Jackson courthouse in 
Lewis County became a park 

• Robert Moran’s land became 
Moran State Park in about 
1920  

• And just two years later, a land 
grant from the military started 
Deception Pass State Park 

 
Saturday’s celebration of our 

State Park system’s 100th birthday 
took on a real party atmosphere 
with great music, fabulous food,  a 
gaggle of gifts, and dear friends to 
share it all. 

Local bands Cannery Row, 
Still Bill, and Jacob’s Road got 
our feet tapping and even dancing 
in the back rows.  

Several local vendors provided 
a variety of food, from barbecue 
to healthy sandwiches to yogurt, 
Mexican, and even freshly cooked 

salmon and fried bread. 
North Whidbey Fire and Res-

cue provided a boat and two res-
cue trucks for kids of all ages to 
explore. 

Our interpretive intern, Sam 
Wotipka, hosted a popular wildlife 
table. 

Banners of State Park histori-
cal photos graced the area to put 
our parks in perspective. Park and 
Foundation booths sold park 
books and calendars and gave 
away water bottles, birthday pen-
cils, and detailed information 
about the park system. 

And sandwiched among all this 
we had speeches and gifts from 
the community to honor the leg-
acy of our park system as part of 
our local heritage. 

A monthly newsletter from the desk of the park manager  
to this park's friends and neighbors 

 

More trails to follow: 

A Signature Event ……..2 

People Working To-
gether 

……..3 

New Park History 
Book 

……..3 

Goodbye to Sam ……..4 

Cornet Bay Cleanup ……..4 

Foundation Raising 
the Roof 

……...5 

Seal Pup Season .……..6 

Nearby Opportunities ….…..7 

Deception Pass State Park 

100 Years Old,  

and looking better all the time. 

Emcees Bob Severns and Eric 

Watilo lead the crowd in singing 

Happy Birthday to State Parks 
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The Director of Washington State Parks, Don 
Hoch, summarized the birthday celebration in his 
comments to the gathering: 

“None of this would not have been possible with-
out people. State parks started with people. And to-
day, state parks continues, because of people working 
together to make it happen. 

“Throughout this ceremony, you’ll meet the peo-
ple who have made the State Park system one of the 
best in the country – and who continue to work to 
ensure that we have a strong, beautiful and successful 
park system for a second 100 years.” 

The Samish Indian Nation opened the ceremony 
with traditional songs and dance. Chairman Tom 
Wooten shared of our common mission, to care for 
the land as the heritage of our community. He then 
presented an amazing carving to Director Don Hoch 
and State Park Commissioner Mark Brown to com-
memorate the occasion and the friendships. 

Chairman Wooten also presented a carved and 
painted wooden canoe paddle to Deception Pass State 
Park, which will not just hang on the wall but will get 
plenty of use in the waters of the Salish Sea. 

Both of these gifts were carved by tribal member 
Bill Bailey, who also prepared the salmon dinner 
along with Rosie Cayou and several other helpers. 

In return, the Deception Pass Park Foundation 
presented a stunning photo of KoKwalAlWoot to 
Rosie Cayou for all of the mentoring she has done 
through the years in teaching us the meaning and 

value of tribal culture. 
Washington State Senator Kirk Pearson spoke 

briefly about the value of parks, and presented a Sen-
ate Resolution honoring Washington State Parks on 
their 100th birthday. 

Island County Commissioner Jill Johnson gave a 
delightful talk about the role of parks in our lives. We 

are grateful for her contin-
ued partnership with our 
state parks in Island 
County. 
Don Hoch finished with 

a look back at the first 100 
years of state parks and a 
look ahead at the next 100 
years. He finished with a 
presentation to the Foun-
dation for their dedication. 
“The Deception Pass 

Foundation made this 
event today possible”, he 
said. “They’re a dedicated, 
passionate, committed 
group of volunteers whose 
mission is to support edu-

cation and interpretation 
here at Deception Pass State 
Park. We appreciate all you 
do, and we want to present 
you with this certificate.” 

 

Everyone in attendance then shared in the birth-
day cake! 

A Signature Event, Turning 100  

Director Hoch presents a certificate of appreciation to 

Liz Merriman, president of the Deception Pass Park 

Foundation 

State Park Commissioner Mark Brown, left, and Director Don Hoch, second from 

left, receive a carved gift from Samish Indian Nation Chairman Tom Wooten in  

commemoration of State Park’s 100th birthday, and in appreciation of the  

ongoing strong relationship between the tribe and State Parks. 
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The Deception Pass Park 
Foundation began planning this 
ceremony starting last year, actu-
ally, wanting to bring together the 
elements of our community that 
care for this park. 

Event Chairman George 
Churchill created the pathway that 
put all the pieces in place as board 
members and several key volun-
teers did the legwork to make it 
happen. 

A shout out to the other board 
members Liz Merriman, Barry 
Wenaas, Estelle Johnson, Barb 
Shaw, Brian Shelly, Matt Klope, 
and Steve Young, for months of 
hard work putting it all together 
and a long day at the celebration 
making it happen. 

Also lending plenty of ideas 
and elbow grease were Rick Co-
lombo, Sam Wotipka, Barry and 
Pat Gum, and Lou and Alis Parris. 

 Our event sponsors were es-
sential. Safeway designed and 
made the beautiful cake for every-
one. The Whidbey News-Times 
provided outstanding features 
about the event before and after-
wards. The Chamber was an active 
partner throughout the planning 
process, and shared Abbie Martin 
to assist with the logo and prepara-
tions. 

Bill Bailey and Rosie Cayou, 
along with several of their helpers, 
prepared the salmon and fry bread 
meal. 

Other food vendors included 
Toppins, El Gitano, Shonuff Bar-
becue, and The Lunchbox. 

North Whidbey Fire was on 
hand to allow the barbecue to take 
place! Without them, the fire ban 
would have eliminated the fire. 

Island County Sheriff’s Office 
provided security for the event. 
Parking was assisted by Cama 
Beach State Park manager Jeff 
Wheeler. 

There were many guests of 
honor at the celebration, including 
Sheriff Mark Brown, Fire Chief 
Marv Koorn, City Council mem-
bers Tara Hizon and Joel Serva-
tius, along with emcee Bob Sev-
erns, Mayor Scott Dudley, Skagit 
County Commissioner Ron We-
sen, NASWI recreation director 
Dave Meyers, Skagit County 
Parks and Recreation Director 
Brian Adams, North Whidbey 
Parks and Recreation Director Bill 
Walker, and Washington State 
Parks Northwest Region Manager 
Eric Watilo, the other emcee. 

Several former park rangers 
were also in attendance, including 
former Deception Pass State Park 
Manager Bill Overby, and former 
park interpreter Adam Lorio. 

Two very special guests were 
CCC alumni John Tursi and Walt 
Bailey. You do the math for their 
age. 

Washington State Parks Pub-
lic Affairs Officer Virginia Painter 

provided fasci-
nating banners 
of State Park 
timeline history, 
and had a booth 
displaying a 
variety of state 
park informa-
tion. 
 
 

“People working together to make it happen.” 
—Don Hoch, Washington State Parks Director 

Event Sponsors: 

• Deception Pass Park Foundation 
• Safeway (a wonderful birthday 

cake!) 
• Whidbey News-Times 
• Oak Harbor Chamber of Commerce 
• Wizards of Ooze 

New Book About 
Park History 

 

“Two Hands and a Shovel” 
An illustrated exploration of the 

work of the Civilian Conservation 

Corps at Deception Pass State Park 

Using photos from the National 
Park Service and others in the public 
domain, and additional photos from 
private collections authorized for 
use in this book, Sam Wotipka and I 
developed this large-format photo 
book illustrating the history of the 
Civilian Conservation Corps at De-
ception Pass. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All of the photos are black and 

white, of course. The accompanying 
text describes the background of the 
CCC here at the park, and provides 
commentary on all of the photo-
graphs. There are over 400 illustra-
tions. 

All profits from the sale of the 

book go directly to the Deception 

Pass Park Foundation to further 
their work in protecting the park and 
educating park visitors. 

 
The book is for sale on Amazon 

now. 
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No, not THAT bridge. It’s still there. 
But what happened to “The Bridge” newsletter 

that usually accompanies the Current newsletter? 
Sam Wotipka’s AmeriCorps service with Decep-

tion Pass State Park comes to a close August 15. After 
two years with us, Sam is moving on to MIT, of all 
places. Yes, THAT MIT, in Massachusetts. 

He is out of town as this goes to press, but he 
wanted to express his gratitude and appreciation to 
everyone who has made the past two years special and 
meaningful for him. 

The Deception Pass Park Foundation has paid half 
of his AmeriCorps stipend for two years, a substantial 
investment that paid off admirably for everyone. 

Sam will be missed. He has made an impact on 
this park and on our staff and volunteers that is sub-
stantial and impressive. His involvement with park 
volunteers is extensive and amazing.  

Look at just a smidgeon of his accomplishments: 

• Coordinating our Beach Naturalist program 

• Helping restore the Pass Lake highway sign 

• Helping restore the Highway 20 sign, now at the 
old park entrance 

• Leading two years of Junior Rangers 

• Writing two years of noteworthy Bridge newslet-
ters 

• Redesigning the Rosario tidepool signs 

• Redesigning the bridge interpretive signs 

• Upgrading all of our bulletin boards 

• Finishing the park map on the boards 

• Adding historical photos to the retreat center and 
park office 

• Helping finish the whale skeleton display trailer 

• Overseeing our Arts in the Parks 

• Producing dozens of evening amphitheater pro-
grams 

• Helping refurbish the signs at the Rosario en-
trance 

• Helping develop a new park entrance sign 

• Organizing all of our park historical materials 

• Co-authoring a book on the CCC history here 

• Helping restore the shelter at Bowman Bay 

• Developing a far better website for the Foundation 

• Working with the Navy for an interpretive sign at 
West Beach about the jets 
Okay, the list goes on, and on. 
We will miss his smile, his brilliant writing, help-

ful hands, curious mind, and his insightful approach to 
all things. Sam focused on quality. 

To stay in contact with Sam, he can be reached at 
swotipka@gmail.com, or by phone at 503-929-4105 

The Washington Department of Ecology will re-
move soil and treat groundwater contaminated from 
past fuel leaks at the Cornet Bay Marina under a pro-
posed cleanup plan for the site. This is the private ma-
rina west of the park’s boat launch and moorage area.  

Ecology seeks comment on the plan through Aug. 
26, 2013. The work would begin this fall with com-

pletion scheduled by year’s end. 

An underground storage tank leaked gasoline and 
diesel fuel in the 1980s. Under a 1993 legal agree-
ment, Ecology and the property owner agreed on a 
cost-sharing plan to conduct the cleanup. The work 
will be completed using an account funded by a tax on 
oil and other hazardous materials. 

Under the proposed plan, a contractor will con-
struct a sheet pile bulkhead to replace the marina’s 
timber bulkhead on the shoreline. This will prevent 
contaminated water from reaching Cornet Bay. 

Next, contaminated groundwater will be treated 
and released into the bay. Contaminated soil will be 
replaced with clean soil. Temporary platforms will 
make the marina accessible during the project, but the 

fuel station may have to close for short periods. 
"We’re very pleased to be reaching this stage," 

said Bob Warren, Ecology’s regional manager for 
toxic cleanup. “It will protect Cornet Bay and Decep-
tion Pass from pollution that otherwise could move 
into these marine waters." 

The plan documents are available at: https://
fortress.wa.gov/ecy/gsp/Sitepage.aspx?csid=5048, at 
the Anacortes Public Library, 1220 10th St., and at the 
Oak Harbor Public Library, 1000 SE Regatta Dr.  

Private Cornet Bay Marina cleanup proposedPrivate Cornet Bay Marina cleanup proposedPrivate Cornet Bay Marina cleanup proposedPrivate Cornet Bay Marina cleanup proposed    

Where is the Bridge?Where is the Bridge?Where is the Bridge?Where is the Bridge?    
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Foundation Raising the Roof 

VAQ131 is still hard at work. 
On July 28, these faithful flyers 

took off the roof of the upper shel-
ter at Bowman Bay, in preparation 
for a “new” authentic roof to be 
added soon. 

Built by the CCC, the shelter 
used to have large shakes. In the 
intervening years, it was cheaper to 
just use small shingles. (When I 
arrived here ten years ago, these 
shingles had a three foot tree grow-
ing in them.) 

For such a visible and popular 
historical building, this was unac-
ceptable. The Deception Pass Park 
Foundation agreed to fund 
the total restoration of this 
building, which started 
with the removal of the 
paint. VAQ131 and the 
Whidbey Retired Chief 
Petty Officers Association 
stripped the wood bare and 
preserved it with clear 
stain as the CCC had done. 

Now that the wrong 
roof is off, State Park staff 
are repairing the roof un-
derlayment in preparation 
for the new shakes. 

After the new roof is 
installed, the next big step is 

to replace the Plexiglas windows 
and commercial frames with au-
thentic windows in real wood 
sashes, as the CCC had built it. 

Historical preservation costs a 
little bit more, but in the end, we 

know it is the right thing to do. 
This building will become a much-
photographed and popular gem in 
the park.  

 
Thank you, VAQ131, and the 

Deception Pass Park Foundation. 
 
 

Park Experiences 
 
 

Kukutali Tours 
Call the tour guide at 360-661-

0682 to set up a reservation for a 
two-hour tour of the Kukutali Pre-
serve on a Saturday morning. 

Tours are free. Reservations are 
required, as space is limited. Tours 
start at 9 and 11 a.m. with space for 
just 12 people at a time. 

  

Deception Pass Tours        
The tours have returned for 

interpretive boat experiences under 
the bridge and out into the Strait. 

Booth at the bridge, store at  
5596 State Route 20, Anacortes 
Phone: 888-909-8687 
www.deceptionpasstours.com 
 
 

Anacortes Kayak Tours 
Call (800) 992-1801  or visit 

www.anacorteskayaktours.com 
Guided tours based out of Bowman 
Bay. 
 
 

Academics and Adventures 
Academic Adventures is an in-

quiry focused Coastal Ecology and 
Marine Biology Field School. Stu-
dents participate in the scientific 
process, and are surrounded by the 
specific habitats, organisms and 
ecosystems they are studying.  
www.academicsandadventures.org 
 
========================= 
 
 

Ben Ure IslandBen Ure IslandBen Ure IslandBen Ure Island    
The Seattle Times did a feature 

story about our cabin at Ben Ure 
Island. Check it out at: 

http://seattletimes.com/html/

out-

doors/2021513301_benureca

binoutdoorsxml.html 
Two of the NW Region staff for State Parks 

assist in removing rotten roofing materials 
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The Deception Pass Foundation, 
formed in 2005, is a membership-
based non-profit organization 
dedicated to the funding of envi-
ronmental education and protec-
tion in Deception Pass State Park. 

Current efforts include sup-
porting our park AmeriCorps inter-
preter, rebuilding the park amphi-
theater stage, sponsoring the 
Beach Naturalist program, and 
helping fund the eventual con-
struction of a Rosario Interpretive 
Center. 

Past successes include funding 
the protection of the Goose Rock 
meadows and the tidepool area, 
funding safety fencing at Bowman 
Bay, roofing of CCC shelters, 
sponsoring the bridge's 75th anni-
versary celebration, rebuilding 
CCC facilities at the Cornet Bay 
Retreat Center, and hiring this 
year's interpretive intern, Sam 
Wotipka. 

If you are interested in fur-
thering the goals of the Founda-
tion, please join as a member and 
consider applying to become a 
board member. The board is ac-
tively seeking new board members 
to lead the Foundation as it moves 
forward. 

Visit the website of the De-
ception Pass Park Foundation to 
see how you can support this park 
www.deceptionpassfoundation.org 

 
Foundation Board members: 

Liz Merriman, President 
Barry Wenaas, Vice-President 
Steve Young, Secretary 
George Churchill 
Estelle Johnson 
Barb Shaw 
Matt Klope 
Brian Shelly 
 

Foundation Board Advisors: 

Jack Hartt, Park Manager 
Sam Wotipka, Park Naturalist  

They are cute, they are cud-
dly, and they are so helpless and 
defenseless. 

But if humans intervene in the 
slightest, they are also dead. 

Seal pups come ashore this 
time of year to rest on the beach. 
It’s a lot of work swimming in the 
Salish Sea, especially when you’re 
a brand new baby! 

They rest on our beaches to 
warm up and take a nap, like any 
baby. 

Well-
meaning but dan-
gerous people 
think the pups 
need a drink of 
water, or to be 
cooled down 
with buckets of 
water poured on 
their skin, or to 
be held and 
brought to 
‘authorities’ for 
medical atten-
tion. 

Or just as 
bad, they stand 
a few feet away 
for a long 
stretch of time to get just the right 
picture, or let their dogs dance 
around the pup, or just hang out as 
they talk and totally terrify the 
pup, who now is no longer resting 
but in a state of panic. 

 

Pups treated like this die. 

 
Deception Pass has had at 

least four pups so far this year.  
The pup that rested at Cornet 

Bay, at the boat ramp unfortu-
nately, was disturbed enough it 
died this past weekend. 

We have pups at West Beach 
and North Beach as I write this. 
These pups may leave soon, or die, 
and there may be others coming in 

their place. 
You all know that they need 

at least a 100 meters of space, and 
time and peace to rest. 

Now if we can just educate 
the rest of our park visitors. 

Seal Pup Season 

"I tell people, I think there’s a 50-50 chance. They say 'Geez, 
that’s all?'  Well no, that’s good.  Imagine a big see-saw, with a 
basketful of rocks sitting on one end. On the other, up in the air, is 
a basket half full of sand.  Some of us are trying to fill it, using 
teaspoons. Most folks laugh at us. But we’re getting more people 
with teaspoons all the time.  One of these days that basket of sand 
will be full up and you’ll see this whole see-saw tip the opposite 
way.  People will say 'Gee, how did it happen so suddenly?'  In 
other words, you might be the grain of sand that could tip the world 
in the right direction.  Isn’t that hopeful?" Pete Seeger 

Signs and caution tape surround a seal pup at the north 

end of West Beach. Some visitors still walk up to the pup. 
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    Follow the Deception 
Pass Foundation on Facebook. 
Search for "Deception Pass 
Park Foundation”. 

 
Your Washington State 

Parks turned 100 years old on 
March 19, 2013. Washington 
State Parks is celebrating their 
centennial milestone with 
events throughout 2013. For a 
full list of events, visit 

www.parks.wa.gov/
events. 
 
 
___________________________ 
 

This monthly update is sent to 

folks who have expressed an inter-

est in keeping in touch with what is 

happening or in the planning 

stages at Deception Pass State 

Park. If you are not interested in 

receiving these monthly updates, 

please reply to this message and let 

me know, or send an email to 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov to be 

removed from the list. We have no 

intention of sending emails that you 

do not wish to receive. If you wish 
to communicate at anytime with me 

or other park staff, please email, 

call, or visit us. This park is your 

park. 

 

 
 

Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park  
41020 State Route 20  
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 
 
 

 

 Nearby Opportunities 
Saturday, August 17: Trail Tales Bike Ride - March Point History and 
Herons  2PM, meet at RV Park 

 

Saturday, August 24: Skill-Share Workshop: It's All in the Dirt  Caitlin 
Price Younquist, a graduate research assistant at WSU ENREC in Mount 
Vernon and an associate of the Snohomish Conservation District, will help 
you understand how you can make your so-so garden soil into a viable, 
living soil that will maximize vegetable production. Caitlin will discuss 
"no-till" gardening, soil structure, soil nutrient testing, the importance of 
organic matter to healthy soil, the use of compost and manures ( animal 

and green), and more!  Skill-share workshops are sponsored by Transition 
Fidalgo & Friends in partnership with the Anacortes Farmers' Market to 
help grow community resilience. Anacortes Depot at 10 am 
 

Saturday, August 24:  Fix-It Day  Got a broken appliance you'd like to 
use again? A lamp that needs attention? Bring in your items for repair; 
cost is by donation to support Deception Pass State Park, which is facing 
severe budget reductions. Reduce, Reuse, REPAIR and then Reuse! 9 am-
2 pm at the Anacortes Farmers' Market. 
 
Saturday, August 24: Trail Tales  "Tides & Currents at Work and at 
Play" 2 PM, meet at 34th Street 
 
Tuesday, August 27:  Seventh Generation Supper.  Join us for our 
monthly community supper meeting and find out what’s been happening 
with the work that started at the visioning session at our April supper 
meeting. How can we build a positive future for Fidalgo and Guemes? 
Transition folks have been working hard to craft a vision document that 
will help our community reduce its carbon dependency and increase its 
resilience in preparation for the challenges of rising climate impacts and 
energy instability.  Suggested dinner donation: $5/adult, $3/children 10 
and under. Please bring your own place settings. Doors open 5:45 pm at 
the Anacortes Senior Center; supper at 6 pm.   
 
Wednesday, August 28: Trail Tales "Fidalgo - The Bay that Feeds 
Us"  10 am, meet at RV Park 
 
 

Kids Film Contest  
There is time still for children to enter the Washington State Parks and 

Recreation Commission and the Farrington Foundation film contest. The 
contest, “Why I Love My State Park,” will award multiple prizes of up to 
$500 in the fall. Children must submit their videos by Sept. 15.  

The foundation is partnering with Boys and Girls Clubs of Washington 
State to offer the contest. The idea is to get children outside and provide a 
fun focus for a video project. 

Children, individually or as a team, can choose one state park to be the 
subject of their short film created around the theme of “Why I Love my 
State Park.” The videos submitted for consideration in the contest must be 
no less than two minutes and no more than seven minutes in length. 

Contest applications are required and can be downloaded at         
friendsoffarrington.org, where contest rules also may be found. 


