
  

 
 
 
 
 
Washington State Parks 

100th Birthday 
Celebration 

 

August 3, a Saturday 
Deception Pass State Park 

Events now being planned for a 

magnificent event. Come lend your 

hands and energy to make this a 

celebration to remember. 

 

July 2013 

 I-5 Freeway Comes to Deception Pass 
“When life hands you a lemon, make lemonade.” 

“There’s a silver lining to every cloud.” 

“It’s an ill wind that blows no one any good.” 

The tragedy of the Skagit River I-5 bridge collapse several weeks ago 

may have disrupted the business and travel plans of everyone in the re-

gion, but at least some good came out of it. 

The asphalt grindings from the highway, removed from the bridge, 

were trucked by park staff to our Quarry Pond campground. Staff then laid 

the grindings down over the dusty gravel roads of the campground. 

What was a source of constant blowing dust for campers is now a 

pleasant, level, plain park roadway that will have less maintenance needs 

for a few years. The cost: free, other than our cost of transport. 

It may not be exciting to everyone, but it sure is to those camping near 

the campground roadway, and it saves us maintenance dollars in the long 

run as well. 

Thanks, I-5, for being here! Never thought I would say that. 
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Our thanks to so many volunteers and 

community groups from around the area for 

help with the second annual Deception Pass 

Challenge. 

This year’s challenge had gorgeous 

weather, great conditions, and good times for 

participants and spectators. 

Once again just under a hundred athletes 

swam a half mile, biked about thirteen miles, 

and ran to the top of Goose Rock and back to 

West Beach.  

Jacob Hartsoch of Bellingham repeated as 

champion with a time of 1:42:44, four minutes 

faster than his winning time last year. 

Bellingham's Susan Deschenes led the 

women, placing 17th overall in 2:12:35.  

The Controllers, from Oak Harbor, bested 

nine other teams for the best team time, fin-

ishing in just over two hours. 

The race is sponsored and hosted by the 

Deception Pass Park Foundation. All of the 

proceeds from the race go towards restoration of the 

Civilian Conservation Corps buildings in the park, 

preserving park history and allowing visitors to con-

tinue to use and enjoy these historical park facilities. 

The race would not happen without the hard 

preparation and organization of the Foundation, and 

the support of dozens of volunteers and local groups. 

There is no way to name everyone who helps, but 

a partial list begins with North Whidbey Fire and 

Rescue, Central Whidbey Fire Department, Whidbey 

General Hospital, Nautilus Construction, Skagit 

County Parks, Washington State Department of 

Transportation, Island County Public Works, Whid-

bey Island Ham Radio Operators, American Red 

Cross of Whidbey Island, Curtis Vieke for the run, 

Bill Walker and North Whidbey Parks and Recreation 

for the swim management, Matt for the bike race, a 

special shout-out to Kari and the many volunteers she 

organized from Naval Air Station 

Whidbey Island, Julian Lee for assis-

tance on the water and the transition 

area, Rick Colombo for an entertaining 

emcee chatter for three hours, and 

many many individuals who gave their 

Saturday morning time to help. 

And once again, a special thank 

you to the members of the Deception 

Pass Park Foundation. The work that 

goes on behind the scenes for months 

ahead of time and especially the day 

before the race is hard to quantify, other 

than to say they are exhausted by the 

end of race day. And satisfied after this 

year’s success. A special thanks to 

Challenge committee chair Estelle 

Johnson. 

It is a wonderful event, highlight-

ing the variety and beauty of Deception 

Pass State Park. 

Next year, June 14! 

 

Deception Pass Challenge a Sunny Success 

Two racers finish the triathlon with a sprint to the finish line  

Ham radio operators, led by John Acton, monitor runners along 

North Beach 
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The Deception Pass Foundation, 

formed in 2005, is a membership-

based non-profit organization dedi-

cated to the funding of environ-

mental education and protection in 

Deception Pass State Park. 

Current efforts include support-

ing our park AmeriCorps inter-

preter, rebuilding the park amphi-

theater stage, furnishing the Rosario 

field classroom, sponsoring the 

Beach Naturalist program, and 

helping fund the eventual construc-

tion of a Rosario Interpretive Cen-

ter. 

Past successes include funding 

the protection of the Goose Rock 

meadows and the tidepool area, 

funding safety fencing at Bowman 

Bay, roofing of CCC shelters, spon-

soring the bridge's 75th anniversary 

celebration, rebuilding CCC facili-

ties at the Cornet Bay Retreat Cen-

ter, and hiring this year's interpre-

tive intern, Sam Wotipka. 

If you are interested in further-

ing the goals of the Foundation, 

please join as a member and con-

sider applying to become a board 

member. The board is actively seek-

ing new board members to lead the 

Foundation as it moves forward. 

Visit the website of the Decep-

tion Pass Park Foundation to see 

how you can support this park 

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org 

 
Foundation Board members: 

Liz Merriman, President 

Barry Wenaas, Vice-President 

Steve Young, Secretary 

George Churchill 

Estelle Johnson 

Barb Shaw 

Matt Klope 

Brian Shelly 
 

Foundation Board Advisors: 

Jack Hartt, Park Manager 

Sam Wotipka, Park Naturalist 

Intern 

Yes!  

The picture below says a 

thousand words, and expresses ten 

thousand sighs of relief and joy as 

Cranberry Lake’s swim beach is 

open and healthy. 

Thanks to the hard work of 

park staff, Island County Public 

Health, and many friends and vol-

unteers, the beach has been kept 

clean by being kept free of goose 

droppings this year. 

We celebrate in the best way 

possible, by welcoming families 

and people of all ages to enjoy a 

clean lake for swimming and en-

joying our summer weather. 

Lake Open, Beach Busy 

SWITMO Helps Park Trails Again 

Our dedicated team of trail 

workers returned to the park June 15 

to improve park trails once again. 

This time, they finished clear-

ing the trails in the Pass Lake area, 

and continued work on the bypass 

route along the shore of East Cran-

berry. This area gets inundated with 

high water of the lake during the 

winter, making the trail a soggy 

mess. The bypass section gives hik-

ers an option to keep their feet dry 

and keep the shoreline healthy. 

Thanks once again, Skagit 

Whatcom Island Trail Maintaining 

Organization. 

 

Duane Melcher and Chuck 

pause and pose during their work 

along the East Cranberry bypass. 
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Fireworks and Parks Don’t Mix  

July 6, a slightly breezy after-

noon. Temperatures warm for the 

west side, mid-70s. 

And the embers of what was 

probably the remains of an errant 

firework gained new life in the 

breeze, igniting the thick, dry forest 

duff along the shore of East Cran-

berry Lake. 

The fire crept very slowly with 

its new life, smoking quite a bit, 

then finally gaining enough oxygen 

to again become a flame, the start of 

a forest fire. 

Fortunately, a hiker along the 

trail saw the smoke and the low 

fire, and notified park staff at our 

entrance station. 

Rangers and park aides gathered 

fire-fighting equipment and arrived 

on scene to find a slow creeping fire 

just a few feet from the trail along 

East Cranberry Lake, burning 

through the forest floor and into 

tree roots.  

The whole fire was about fifty to 

a hundred square feet at the most 

when it was extinguished. But if 

undetected, it could have quickly 

become a far more serious problem. 

We were unable to determine 

the exact cause of the fire, but being 

a day and a half after a warm 4th of 

July, fireworks are a likely suspect. 

Your eyes and nose are our best 

defense against destructive fires in 

the park. And not shooting off fire-

works. 

Park Experiences 
 

 

Kukutali Tours 
Call the tour guide at 360-661-

0682 to set up a reservation for a 

two-hour tour of the Kukutali Pre-

serve on a Saturday morning. 

Tours are free. Reservations are 

required, as space is limited. Tours 

start at 9 and 11 a.m. with space for 

just 12 people at a time. 

  
Deception Pass Tours        

The tours have returned for 

interpretive boat experiences under 

the bridge and out into the Strait. 

Booth at the bridge, store at  

5596 State Route 20, Anacortes 

Phone: 888-909-8687 

www.deceptionpasstours.com 

 

 

Anacortes Kayak Tours 
Call (800) 992-1801  or visit 

www.anacorteskayaktours.com 

Guided tours based out of Bowman 

Bay. 

 

 

Academics and Adventures 
Academic Adventures is an in-

quiry focused Coastal Ecology and 

Marine Biology Field School. Stu-

dents participate in the scientific 

process, and are surrounded by the 

specific habitats, organisms and 

ecosystems they are studying.  

www.academicsandadventures.org 

 

 

Ranger Ben Shook, center of photograph, inspects a tree root for fire 

as park aide Wes squirts a stream of water on the embers. Park ranger 

Bryce Watkinson and park aide Clifford Bertelson build fire trail in the 

background. 
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    Follow the Deception 

Pass Foundation on Facebook. 

Search for "Deception Pass 

Park Foundation”. 

 

Your Washington State 

Parks turned 100 years old on 

March 19, 2013. Washington 

State Parks is celebrating their 

centennial milestone with 

events throughout 2013. For a 

full list of events, visit 

www.parks.wa.gov/

events. 
 
 
___________________________ 
 

This monthly update is sent to 

folks who have expressed an inter-

est in keeping in touch with what is 

happening or in the planning 

stages at Deception Pass State 

Park. If you are not interested in 

receiving these monthly updates, 

please reply to this message and let 

me know, or send an email to 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov to be 

removed from the list. We have no 

intention of sending emails that you 

do not wish to receive. If you wish 
to communicate at anytime with me 

or other park staff, please email, 

call, or visit us. This park is your 

park. 

 

 

 

Park Manager 

Deception Pass State Park  

41020 State Route 20  

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 
 

 
 

Saturday, July 13/Sunday, July 14: Anacortes Baywide Cleanup 

Project  Chat with DOE Staff Sandra Caldwell and Hun Seak Park to learn 

more about Ecology's Phase 2 cleanup work at the old plywood mill site 

along the Tommy Thompson Trail. For more info visit http://

www.skagitbeaches.org/cleanup/historic-mill-site-cleanup.html. 11am-

2pm at the Rotary pocket park just south of 34th Street on the TT Trail. 

 

Saturday, July 27:2nd Annual Tour de Coops & Crops!   Pick up a 

map at the Anacortes Farmers' Market info booth (or at Linda Z's chicken 

workshop at the Depot, 10-noon) and take a self-guided tour of local yards 

featuring folks who raise veggies and chickens. . 1-4:30 PM   

 

Saturday, July 27:  Fix-It Day  Got a broken appliance you'd like to 

use again? A lamp that needs attention? Bring in your items for repair; 

cost is by donation to support Deception Pass State Park, which is facing 

severe budget reductions. Reduce, Reuse, REPAIR and then Reuse! 9 am-

2 pm at the Anacortes Farmers' Market. 

 

Saturday, July 27: Family Fun Ride  The second one, and this time 

it's a Whistle Lake Trail Ride. Sponsored by City of Anacortes, Transition 

Fidalgo & Friends, Kiwanis, Bikespot, and Skagit Cycle.  9 - 11am, meet 

at the Whistle Lake Parking lot.  

 

Saturday, July 27:  Trail Tales  "A Discovery Walk for Families: 

Tombolos and Eelgrass and Herons, Oh My!" 2 PM, meet at the RV Park. 

American Roots Music Series Returns 
Arts in the Park performances are back for this year! 

The concerts begin at 7 p.m. at the amphitheater near West Beach (or at 

the shelter at East Cranberry if the weather moves us indoors). To celebrate 

the roots of American music, local artists perform a variety of musical styles, 

including traditional folk music from the Pacific Northwest. 

 

• July 13: Ryan McKasson and Dave 

Bartley, traditional Scottish music on fiddle 

and guitar 

• July 20: La Famille Leger, Acadien and 

Quebecois house music from eastern Can-

ada 

• July 27: Canote Brothers, traditional 

Anglo-American old time fiddle tunes, 

country songs and swing 

• August 3: A Moment in Time, Seattle 

African-American a capella gospel quartet 

 

The series is accessible for people with disabili-

ties. Our thanks to a grant from the NEA and 

the Washington State Parks Foundation. Con-

cert assistance is provided by the Deception 

Pass Park Foundation. 

 

 

Nearby Opportunities  

Ryan McKasson and Dave 

Bartley are first up, this 

weekend, for our music se-

ries. 


