
 
 
 

April 2013 

Happy 100th Birthday,  
Washington State Parks  
How do you celebrate a birthday?  
     Washington State Parks turned 100 this past 
month. To celebrate, volunteers showed up en masse 
to restore and improve the park this past weekend. 
     Sam Wotipka, our AmeriCorps interpreter, and 
John Whittet, Park Ranger here, organized three days 
of intense volunteer efforts for State Park's 100th 
birthday. 
     From Thursday through the end of Saturday, 132 
volunteers contributed a total of 669 hours of volun-
teer time. Naval Ocean Processing Facility, Navy In-
formation Operations Command Whidbey Island, the 
Retired Chief Petty Officers Association, VAQ 131 
and the King County Housing Authority AmeriCorps 

team spread mulch for planting areas in the Quarry Pond Campground, 
repainted the entrance signs to the Bowman Bay area, cleared Bowman 
Bay roads and parking lots of brush and debris, thoroughly cleaned and 
landscaped the CCC Interpretive Center, and painted the historic restroom 

at Bowman Bay Campground.  
     They also painted the sign at 
the Rosario - Highway 20 inter-
section, making it stand out again 
after years of fading into the scen-
ery. But that's not all! They also 
cleaned the culvert stream channel 
at Bowman Bay, cleaned the East 
Cranberry Lake parking lot, and 
cleaned campground table pads. 
And see the attached "The 
Bridge" for what happened at the 
CCC shelter at Bowman at the 
same time! 
     It takes a community to keep a 
park going.  
     We are blessed with the love 
and energy of so many. It shows. 
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Restoring Hope 

May 4!  

This will be our sixth annual pilgrimage to Hope Island by boat, to 
remove scotch broom and other invasive plants in the beautiful island 
meadow. 

Bring your hands, your gloves, and pruners or other appropriate tools 
for removing the scotch broom so that it does not come back. We have 
made a dramatic difference in the meadow in the years we have been out 
there. It is getting better and better each year. 

Are you thirsty for more? Meet at 9 a.m. at the Cornet Bay state park 
boat dock. The boat will have gas this year... 

Who has been on every one of these adventures?  
 
 

Plant the Beach 
After a wonderfully successful planting day in the cold of November 

last year at Cornet Bay, let's do it again! 
April 27, a Saturday, at 9 a.m., come join your neighbors and some 

volunteer clubs and groups to help plant beach grasses this time, along the 
water's edge. 

 These should 
be even easier to 
plant, and the differ-
ence they make will 
be even more dra-
matic in changing 
the appearance of 
this area. What used 
to be a plain lawn 
and creosoted bulk-
head kind of beach will be completely transformed into a living and 
breathing salmon-friendly real beach again! 

Come help us finish the beach and celebrate the change. 

Park Events 
 

Hope Island Work/Play Party 
May 4, 2013 (Saturday) 9 a.m. 
Meet at Cornet Bay boat launch 
More details to come next month 

 
Deception Pass Challenge 
June 22, 2013 
Second annual! 
West Beach, Hoypus Point, and 
Goose Rock 
Sponsored by Deception Pass Foun-
dation 
 

Washington State Parks Cen-
tennial Celebration 
August 3, a Saturday 
Location: Park-wide 
Events now being planned for a 
magnificent event. Come lend your 
hands and energy to make this a 
celebration to remember. 
 

Seattle Times Featuring 
Deception Pass in April 

Be on the lookout for a feature 
article about Deception Pass State 
Park in the Seattle Times this 
month. The Times is highlighting 
our park system in honor of our 
100th birthday. Two weeks ago they 
explored the funding challenges 
facing the agency, and what that 
means for the quality and longevity 
of the parks that we treasure. 

For the next five months, they 
will focus on five 'gems' in our state 
park system, accentuating the posi-
tive joys that we have to share as 
citizens of this state. 

Deception Pass is the first park 
they will feature. Reporter Linda 
Mapes spent a considerable amount 
of time with me and with several 
members of the Deception Pass 
Foundation to learn about the park 
and what it has to offer a new visi-
tor. 

If you were visiting Deception 
Pass for the first time, what would 
you consider a "must see" itinerary? 

In your eyes, what makes De-
ception Pass a gem? 

Volunteers last year surround a patch of scotch broom and remove it com-

pletely as they restore the wild meadow on Hope Island. 



Making Connections at Dugualla 
 

Dugualla State Park. Mention that name to the 
average person on the street in Island or Skagit 
County, and you will most likely get a blank look.  

"What park? Where is it?" they say. 
First, a history and geography lesson. 
When Washington first became a state, it was 

platted into square miles of land. Every six by six mile 
unit of land had 36 individually numbered square 

miles, called sections. To help a new state ensure 
funding for education, every square mile section num-
bered 16 or 36 was set aside for schools, with many 
exceptions.  

One exception was in northern Island County, 
where one of the "section 36" pieces was in the water, 
as was much of section 16. Southeast of Dugualla 
Bay, a portion of section 16 was thus set aside with 
some additional land from a different section to the 
south of it. 

The Department of Natural Resources managed 
this section, growing timber in this area which was 
sold when it became mature. Our state government 
used the profits from those sales to support our state 
educational system. 

In the early nineties, DNR transferred this square 
mile of land at the east end of Sleeper Road, south of  
Dugualla Bay, to State Parks for park purposes. The  
park, now named Dugualla State Park, offers mostly 
undeveloped forest, logged several decades ago, but  

 
 
now valuable for hiking, nature study, and the benefits 
of an intact and healthy forest - seashore ecosystem. 

Three trails traverse the park, converted from 
logging roads. The middle trail goes through the park 
all the way to the beach. The north trail went half a 
mile and dead-ended. The south trail wandered nearly 
a mile before also ending in a dead end loop. 

The Skagit Whatcom Island Trail Maintenance 
Organization (SWITMO to save breath and paper) 

wanted to help hikers 
enjoy the trails a little 
more by connecting the 
north trail with the middle 
trail. 
     SWITMO brought in 
more than a dozen dedi-
cated volunteers who love 
building trails and hiking 
trails throughout the state. 
     Following a route laid 
out by park staff and trail 
leaders, they built over a 
half mile of trail through 
quiet woodlands of fern, 
fir and hemlock. The re-
sulting route is an inviting 
track for seeing much of 
Dugualla State Park at 
walking speed. It connects 
with the beach trail where 
a very big tree waits for 
several people to try to 
connect arms around its 
girth. 

     I invite you to discover this little known treas-
ure of a park awaiting your exploration. 

     And thank SWITMO volunteers for their gen-
erous gift of time and hard work to add to our enjoy-
ment of this park right there in our back yards. 

 
 

A map of the park. The new trail is in light blue. 



Feedback on Naked Man 
 
Thank you to those of you who shared your thoughts about a proposal 

to rename a valley in the park that doesn't really have an official name. 
The name Naked Man Valley currently adorns the park trail map for 

the valley between Pass Lake and Lake Campbell. As last month's story 
explained, the name is almost an accidental moniker based on off-hand 
remarks about a sidebar anecdote.  

An alternative has been proposed to have the valley named officially 
as Heilman Valley, in honor of E. C. and Amelia Heilman, who lived on 
the shores of Pass Lake for much of the twentieth century and who sold 
this beautiful land to Washington State Parks at a discounted rate in order 
to save it from development. 

Several of you 
shared about how the 
Heilmans had such a 
positive influence for 
protecting Fidalgo Is-
land, and for supporting 
the community in many 
other ways as well. Mrs. 
Heilman was a dedicated 
and respected teacher in 
town. In 1976, Governor 
Dan Evans named Mr. 
and Mrs. Heilman 
"Washington State Envi-
ronmentalists of the 
Year". They were instru-
mental in preventing the 
siting of an aluminum 
plant on Guemes Island 
and were active in Skagi-
tonians Against Nuclear 

Power. Interestingly, in 
1933 Mr. Heilman 
worked as a foreman for 
the CCC at Deception 
Pass to feed his family. 

Other readers coun-
tered with support for the 
distinctiveness and colorful 
whimsy that Naked Man 
adds to the list of place 
names in this area. They said that although the story was a brief moment in 
its long history, the name does catch the eye and the imagination, and has 
become an accepted reference point. 

One person suggested that any name chosen be neutral, not supporting 
one family over any of the variety of homesteaders and landowners who 
loved this area, but also not continuing to feature an isolated and minor 
anecdote that has minimal bearing on the history of Fidalgo Island. 

We welcome further thoughts, if you wish. If community support 
leans heavily in one direction or another, the issue may be presented to the 
State Park Commissioners for consideration.  

More votes are needed! 
 
 
 

The Deception Pass Foundation, 
formed in 2005, is a membership-
based non-profit organization dedi-
cated to the funding of environ-
mental education and protection in 
Deception Pass State Park. 

Current efforts include support-
ing our park AmeriCorps inter-
preter, rebuilding the park amphi-
theater stage, furnishing the Rosario 
field classroom, sponsoring the 
Beach Naturalist program, and help-
ing fund the eventual construction 
of a Rosario Interpretive Center. 

Past successes include funding 
the protection of the Goose Rock 
meadows and the tidepool area, 
funding safety fencing at Bowman 
Bay, roofing of CCC shelters, spon-
soring the bridge's 75th anniversary 
celebration, rebuilding CCC facili-
ties at the Cornet Bay Retreat Cen-
ter, and hiring this year's interpre-
tive intern, Sam Wotipka. 

If you are interested in further-
ing the goals of the Foundation, 
please join as a member and con-
sider applying to become a board 
member. The board is actively seek-
ing new board members to lead the 
Foundation as it moves forward. 

Visit the website of the Decep-
tion Pass Park Foundation to see 
how you can support this park 

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org 

 

Foundation Board members: 
Liz Merriman, President 
Barry Wenaas, Vice-President 
Steve Young, Secretary 
George Churchill 
Estelle Johnson 
Barb Shaw 
Matt Klope 
Brian Shelly 
 

Foundation Board Advisors: 
Jack Hartt, Park Manager 
Sam Wotipka, Park Naturalist 

Intern 

The valley that joins Pass Lake to Lake 

Campbell, blanketed in snow in 2008. Mt. 

Erie rises in the distance. 



 
 
 

  
 

 

Park Experiences 
 

Kukutali Tours 
Call the caretaker at 360-661-

0682 to set up a reservation for a 
two-hour tour of the Kukutali Pre-
serve on a Saturday morning. 

Tours are free. Reservations are 
required, as space is limited. Tours 
start at 9 and 11 a.m. with space for 
just 12 people at a time. 

  
Deception Pass Tours  

The tours have returned for 
interpretive boat experiences under 
the bridge and out into the Strait. 

Booth at the bridge, store at  
5596 State Route 20, Anacortes 
Phone: 888-909-8687 
 

Anacortes Kayak Tours 
Call (800) 992-1801  or visit 

www.anacorteskayaktours.com 
Guided tours based out of Bowman 
Bay. 

  
Community Events  
2013 Beach Watcher Lecture 
Series: 
 

Removal of the Elwa Dam 
and the Ecological Restora-
tion of the Elwa River  
Friday, April 12, 7:00-8:30pm,  
Northwest Educational Service Dis-
trict Building -  
1601 R Ave. Anacortes.  

The Elwa Dam is gone and the 
Glines Canyon Dam will be gone 
soon. The new, free-flowing river is 
moving sediments that have accu-
mulated for years, and fish have 
new waters to explore. Come and 
listen to the tale of a river on the 
mend!  

Our lecturer will be Dean But-
terworth, Outreach and Education 
Specialist, National Park Service, 
Olympic National Park. Sponsored 
by Friends of Skagit Beaches.  

For more information contact: 
Matt Kerschbaum: cherry-
tree2@comcast.net   

 
 

 
 

Lake Getting Healthier 
 
Geese. Still here, yes, but not in the numbers we saw last summer, or 

even this past winter. 
Park staff have put up fences as one of several passive measures we are 

taking to discourage the geese from using the swimming beach at Cranberry 
Lake. We are also making every attempt to shoo them away from the area 
whenever we can (and we invite you to do the same!) We have tried coyote 

silhouettes and live dogs, and will soon try spraying a grape seed extract on 
the lawn along with a garlic spray, among other remedies. 

If none of these work, we will then contract with USDA specialists to 
remove any geese that continue to soil the waters and beaches of the west 
side of the lake. We cannot tolerate the diseases that the geese would intro-
duce to the lake if left unchecked. 

County Department of Public Health studies show a steady decline in 
contamination numbers from last year's off-the-charts high E. coli findings. 
They are now down to very reasonable numbers. Our goal is to maintain 
those numbers by keeping the geese away. 

 
 

Spring Capital Projects–  
Bowman and Rosario 
Contractors are bidding on a small project to replace the sewer lines at 

the south end of Bowman Bay.  
The current sewer lines have lived their full life, and need to be re-

placed to continue to handle the sewer of the restroom in this area and the 
park staff duplex nearby. 

This project should not interrupt park use at all. 
 
Rosario's project, on the other hand, will impact all of us this sum-

mer. Although it has not yet gone out to bid, we expect to see construction 
start late this spring or early summer to replace the aging restroom at 
Rosario with a more appropriate and environmentally friendly restroom. 

While construction is underway, you can expect to find porta-potties as 
a temporary solution. 

When completed, Rosario will have a restroom that fits the surround-
ing landscape as well as meeting the needs of park visitors for the next few 
decades. We will also have a place for Beach Naturalists to store educa-
tional materials for visitors. 

Please pardon our mess as we make these improvements. 

    Goose fence at the swim beach at the west end of Cranberry Lake. Just 

one effort out of many to save the health of our lake and beach. 



 
 

    Follow the Deception Pass 
Foundation on Facebook. Search for 
"Deception Pass Park Foundation”. 

Celebrate 

Washington State Park’s 

Centennial 2013 
 
Your Washington State Parks 

turned 100 years old on March 19, 

2013. Washington State Parks is 
celebrating their centennial mile-
stone with events throughout 2013. 
For a full list of events, visit 

www.parks.wa.gov/events. 
 

 

This monthly update is sent to folks 

who have expressed an interest in keep-

ing in touch with what is happening or 

in the planning stages at Deception Pass 

State Park. If you are not interested in 

receiving these monthly updates, please 

reply to this message and let me know, 

or send an email to 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov to be removed 

from the list. We have no intention of 

sending emails that you do not wish to 

receive. If you wish to communicate at 
anytime with me or other park staff, 

please email, call, or visit us. This park 

is your park. 

 

 

 

 
Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park  
41020 State Route 20  
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 
 
 
 

More Community Events 
 

Fidalgo Shoreline Academy 
The Fidalgo Shoreline Academy 
 
The Friends of Skagit Beaches' second 
annual Fidalgo Shoreline Academy will be 
held on Saturday, April 27, 2013, 8:30am-
3:30 p.m. at the Fidalgo Bay Resort, Ana-
cortes.  
 
Our Keynote speaker will be Mr. Ron 
Lindsay - "The Changing Arctic", and 
throughout the day there will be six sched-
uled presentations and three interpretive 
walks. This popular and very informative day is sponsored by Friends of 
Skagit Beaches.  
 
Registration is necessary and closes April 25, 2013. Up to 4 clock hours 
are available to certified Washington State teachers. For a full description 
of presentations and online registration, please view Friends of Skagit 
Beaches at: skagitbeaches.org. and follow the link to Fidalgo Shoreline 
Academy.  
 
See you there! 
 
 

 

WASHINGTON NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 

PLANT WALKS SCHEDULE 
Tuesdays, 10 a.m. to noon, usually 

April 9 –  Rosario Head at Deception Pass State Park. Entrance is west of 
the Bowman's Bay park entrance. Rocky headland and sheltered woods. 
Little elevation gain. Easy. 

April 23 – Bowman's Bay at Deception Pass State Park. Meet in the Bow-
man's Bay parking lot across from Pass Lake on the north side of the 
bridge. Park near the pier. Beach, woods and rocky headland. Some hill. 
Celebrate Earth Day in the woods. Moderate. 

April 30 – Goose Rock in Deception Pass State Park. Meet in the parking 
lot at the south end of the bridge. Woods and open bluffs full of spring 
flowers. Some hill. Moderate. 

May 7 –  Sharpe County Park. Entrance is off Rosario Road just south of 
Sharpe Road. Pond, woods rich with mosses and lichens and open bluffs. 
Easy. Moderate if go to the bluffs. 

May 28 – Cranberry Lake in Deception Pass State Park. Meet near the 
vending stands and restrooms on the west side of the lake. Backshore, 
dunes and other habitat. Easy. Bring a lunch to enjoy later on the beach. 

Information – Ann Dursch, 293-3044 or Susan Alaynick 360-659-8792. 
 
 
 

Park Areas now OPEN: 
Everywhere in the park!  
Except... 
 

Still Closed:  
Back loop of the Cranberry Camp-
ground opens May 1. 



And More Community Events 

 

Ocean on the Edge 
 
Sunday, April 21, 1 pm - 5 pm 

Seafarer's Memorial Park, 601 Seafarer’s Way, Anacortes 
 
      Transition Fidalgo & Friends hosts an Earth Day event to raise aware-
ness and inspire action on climate change impacts affecting the Salish Sea. 
The afternoon kicks off with a short walk. Wear costumes, carry signs, beat 
drums, or just come and show your support for action now on ocean acidifi-
cation and sea level rise. We'll follow the walk with a shoreline photo that 
will be sent to local leaders, so we need everyone there! Grandparents, kids, 
teens, let's make this a great showing! 
 

At 2:30 pm, we'll gather in the Seafarer's Building for the following: 

 
Keynote Address "Climate Change in the Pacific Northwest"  
by Nick Bond, State Climatologist 
 
Discussion Panel:  
 
Roger Fuller, Skagit Climate Consortium and Nature Conservancy 
 
Ed Knight, project manager for the Swinomish Climate Change Initiative 
 
Ron Wesen, Skagit County Commissioner and Member of the Puget Sound 
Partnership Ecosystem Coordination Board 
 

We'll close with a “Call to Action” on what people can do to reduce 
climate change impacts in our region. Event co-sponsors, including the 
Skagit Marine Resources Committee, Coal-Free Skagit, and others will staff 
info tables and offer specific actions that individuals can take to mitigate 
climate change. 

To help minimize our carbon footprint, we encourage people to carpool, 
bike or walk to the park and to bring a personal water bottle. Snacks and 
water will be available. The event is free and open to the public. 

For more information, visit www.transitionfidalgo.org/specialevents.  
 
 
 

“People ask: Why should I care about the ocean? Because the 

ocean is the cornerstone of earth’s life support system, it shapes 

climate and weather. It holds most of life on earth. 97% of 

earth’s water is there. It’s the blue heart of the planet — we 

should take care of our heart. It’s what makes life possible for 

us. We still have a really good chance to make things better 

than they are. They won’t get better unless we take the action 

and inspire others to do the same thing. No one is without 

power. Everybody has the capacity to do something.”  
 

    – Sylvia Earle  

Washington State Parks  
and Recreation Commission  

Budget Update 
 
As we go to press with this 

edition of the Current, two state 
budget proposals have been re-
leased.  

Governor Inslee ‘s budget pro-
vides about $23 million for State 
Parks, an increase over last bien-
nium of about $5 million. This 
would allow the system to basically 
remain as it is now, with minor im-
provements to fill gaping holes in 
maintenance and service levels. 

The Senate’s budget proposal 
appears to reflect about a $16 mil-
lion dollar level of support for 
Parks, which is less than current 
level funding. That would mean 
further cuts in either park services 
or maintenance or both, or eliminat-
ing parks altogether.  

The problem with closing parks 
is that parks are required to raise 
nearly all of our funding from fees.  

Fewer parks means less in-
come, and less income means a 
spiraling reduction in funding, 
meaning more closures or service 
level cuts. 

The House has not released its 
budget as of today. 

When all three budgets have 
been released, then the House, the 
Senate, and the Governor will work 
together to come up with a final 
state budget.  

What that means for State 
Parks for the next two years will be 
decided in the next few days. 


