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Park Events 
 

Deception Pass Challenge 
June 22, 2013 

Second annual! 

West Beach, Hoypus Point, and 

Goose Rock 

Sponsored by Deception Pass Foun-

dation 

 

Washington State Parks Cen-
tennial Celebration 
August 3, a Saturday 

Location: Park-wide 

Events now being planned for a 

magnificent event 

 

Deception Pass Photo Contest 
How do you see the park? 

See The Bridge for details. 

 

 

Park Experiences 
 

Kukutali Tours 
Call the caretaker at 360-661-

0682 to set up a reservation for a 

two-hour tour of the Kukutali Pre-

serve on a Saturday morning. 

Tours are free. Reservations are 

required, as space is limited. Tours 

start at 9 and 11 a.m. with space for 

just 12 people at a time. 
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Washington State Parks Seek to Transform 

Beyond 2013 

The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission released a 

new report this month highlighting the changes needed by the agency to 

meet the funding constraints of the present era while still fulfilling the 

mission of parks. 

One of the introductory paragraphs states: 

State Parks has no choice but to fundamentally change how it pro-

vides public recreation, while continuing to protect some of the state’s 

most significant natural, cultural, and historical assets. The agency must 

now transform itself in a way that diversifies its base of financial and pub-

lic support while remaining 

true to its fundamental mis-

sion.  

But State Parks cannot 

meaningfully transform alone. 

As the agency turns inward to 

critically appraise and reform 

its operations, it also must turn 

outward for the help necessary 

to achieve financial stability 

and to advance the State Parks 

mission. Meaningful transfor-

mation requires a renewed and 

reinvigorated commitment from those who visit, contribute, and otherwise 

benefit from the state park system. By embracing the principles and under-

taking the strategies and initiatives outlined in this report, State Parks 

begins a process of transforming and adapting to its new business model. 

In the hour of its greatest need, the State Parks and Recreation Commis-

sion calls on all Washingtonians to support their state park system.  

I invite you to read the entire report, posted online at: 

http://www.parks.wa.gov/beyond2013/ 

I also invite you to take the ’test’ provided on the same page, which 

asks readers to recommend how to best fund the variety of tasks that State 

Parks currently pursue. Should they be funded through enterprise like a 

business, through non-profit or community based support, or from general 

tax dollars. 

These are interesting times, and the next couple of months will have 

various answers proposed by our legislature.   



Points to Ponder 
Below are quotes from some of the challenging, controversial and inspi-

rational passages I have been digesting this month, touching on park man-

agement as well as personal values. What do they say to you?  

Community EventsCommunity Events  

  
2013 Beach Watcher Lec-

ture Series 
Please note the new location, de-

scribed below 

  
February 8, 7pm 

Ocean Debris: The Pacific 

Gyre and the Fukushima Tsu-

nami  
Dr. Jan Newton of the University of 

Washington's School of Oceanogra-

phy is the Director for NANOOS, a 

vast network of data collection sys-

tems and efforts measuring physical, 

chemical, and biological traits of 

waters in Puget Sound and off the 

North American west coast. She will 

explain how all this information 

helps scientists model, understand 

interactions, and answer questions 

such as the effects of the Fukushima 

Tsunami. 

 

March 8, 7pm 

Designing a Healthy Salish 

Sea 

Dr. Joe Gaydos, Wildlife Veterinar-

ian and Chief Scientist, Sea Doc 

Society, University of California – 

Davis. 

 

April 12, 7pm 

Removal of the Elwha Dam 

and Ecological Restoration of the 

Elwha River 
Dean Butterworth, Outreach and 

Education Specialist, National Park 

Service, Olympic National Park. 

 

Location: Northwest Educa-

tional Service District 189 Building, 

1601 R Ave, Anacortes.  

Sponsored by WSU Skagit 

Beach Watchers & Friends of Skagit 

Beaches. Lectures are free and open 

to the public. For more information, 

contact Matt Kerschbaum (360) 

293-0773. 

 

 

 

 

 

“ 
A town is saved, not more by the righteous men in it, than by the 

woods and swamps that surround it. A township where one primi-

tive forest waves above, while another primitive forest rots below -

-such a town is fitted to raise not only corn and potatoes, but poets 

and philosophers for the coming ages.” 

   — Henry David Thoreau 

        “Walking” 

“ 
Another glorious Sierra day in which one seems to be dissolved 

and absorbed and sent pulsing onward we know not where, Life 

seems neither long nor short, and we take no more heed to save 

time or make haste than do the trees and stars. This is true freedom, 

a good practical sort of immortality.” 

   — John Muir 

New Vault Toilet at Pass Lake! 
 On February 7, you should be able to see a new toilet at Pass 

Lake. The old pit toilet was a relic from a long ago era. The new facility, 

paid for with capital funding, is a concrete building called a CXT. It will 

be more visible and hopefully more useful for our lakeshore users. 

“ 
This is how I have come to think. I have become too much a 

friend to rules; I have slept for too long in a soft bed; I have 

grown quite comfortably into the rites of a civilized life and as a 

result I think I have become something of [an] infant. And 

what’s worse is that when I look for a way out all I see is the very 

thing I’m trying to escape: planned activities, waivers, check-ins 

and permits -- the bathroom keys of the great outdoors.” 

   — James Somers 

        Outside magazine 

“ 
As more and more people flock to the backcountry, habitat for 

native plants and wildlife is inevitably compromised. To safe-

guard natural habitat, it becomes necessary for government agen-

cies to exercise intervention and control.  

“Inevitably, and justifiably, strict limits are placed on backcountry 

use. Camping, hiking, boating, hunting, fishing and climbing are 

restricted. Campfires are forbidden. Dogs must be leashed or are 

simply banished altogether. Dog owners are now required by law 

to collect their pets’ excrement and carry it out.  

“Of course, when wilderness is so intensely managed, it ceases to 

be wild. It becomes a toothless simulacrum. It becomes a park.  

“On an increasingly crowded planet there is probably no alterna-

tive. It is simply an unhappy fact of life … of the 21st century.” 

 

   — Jon Krakauer  

        “Will There Be Any Wilderness Left?” 



 

The Deception Pass Foundation, 

formed in 2005, is a membership-

based non-profit organization dedi-

cated to the funding of environ-

mental education and protection in 

Deception Pass State Park. 

Current efforts include support-

ing our park AmeriCorps inter-

preter, rebuilding the park amphi-

theater stage, furnishing the Rosario 

field classroom, sponsoring the 

Beach Naturalist program, and help-

ing fund the eventual construction 

of a Rosario Interpretive Center. 

Past successes include funding 

the protection of the Goose Rock 

meadows and the tidepool area, 

funding safety fencing at Bowman 

Bay, roofing of CCC shelters, spon-

soring the bridge's 75th anniversary 

celebration, rebuilding CCC facili-

ties at the Cornet Bay Retreat Cen-

ter, and hiring this year's interpre-

tive intern, Sam Wotipka. 

If you are interested in further-

ing the goals of the Foundation, 

please join as a member and con-

sider applying to become a board 

member. The board is actively seek-

ing new board members to lead the 

Foundation as it moves forward. 

Visit the website of the Decep-

tion Pass Park Foundation to see 

how you can support this park 

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org 

 

Foundation Board members: 

Liz Merriman, President 

Barry Wenaas, Vice-President 

Steve Young, Secretary 

George Churchill 

Estelle Johnson 

Barb Shaw 

Matt Klope 

Brian Shelly 

 

Foundation Board Advisors: 

Jack Hartt, Park Manager 

Sam Wotipka, Park Naturalist 

Intern 

 

More Capital Projects Getting Close 
Two large projects for Deception Pass are almost out to contract. The 

first is a new restroom for Rosario, the second a new sewer field for 

Bowman Bay. 

Rosario’s new rest-

room will not only re-

place an aging rest-

room, they will also 

have an office space for 

our Beach Naturalists to 

store tidepool educa-

tional materials.  

The design of the 

facility is getting its 

final adjustments this 

month, and we hope to 

have it out for bid by 

early spring. Construction will take place during the summer, requiring 

porta-potties during our busy use season this year. 

Bowman’s septic field near the boat launch has been a problem re-

cently, not able to keep up with the demand. Our engineers and mainte-

nance team have designed a replacement system that takes advantage 

of existing infrastructure to expand the system, allowing the system to 

continue to handle our summer usage without having to build expan-

sive and expensive sewage treatment facilities in a limited and popular 

area. 

We hope to see this work take place this summer too. Yes, a busy 

summer again. 

 

Scale drawing of new restroom appear-

ance for Rosario. 

“ 
Men work together,” I told him from the heart 

“Whether they work together or apart.” 

  — Robert Frost 

       “The Tuft of Flowers” 



 

 

   Follow the Deception Pass 

Foundation on Facebook. Search for 

"Deception Pass Park Foundation”. 
 

 

Celebrate 

Washington State Park’s 

Centennial 2013 
 

Your Washington State Parks 

will be 100 years old on March 19, 

2013. The fourth oldest state parks 

system in the nation, Washington 

State Parks is celebrating their cen-

tennial milestone with events 

throughout 2013. For a full list of 

events, visit www.parks.wa.gov/

events. 
 

 

This monthly update is sent to folks 

who have expressed an interest in keep-

ing in touch with what is happening or 

in the planning stages at Deception Pass 

State Park. If you are not interested in 

receiving these monthly updates, please 

reply to this message and let me know, 

or send an email to 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov to be removed 

from the list. We have no intention of 

sending emails that you do not wish to 

receive. If you wish to communicate at 

anytime with me or other park staff, 

please email, call, or visit us. This park 

is your park. 

 

 

 

 

Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park  
41020 State Route 20  

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 

Geese to Go? 
The good news: the swim beach at the west side of Cranberry Lake 

received a clean bill of health last month. The E. coli numbers have 

dropped back to almost non-existent levels. The lake has restored its 

health. 

The bad news has a sharp edge: we know the geese will return in large 

numbers this spring. 

Current efforts to 

dissuade our feathered 

friends from damag-

ing the park environ-

ment have been poor 

at best. Hazing activi-

ties have moved them 

out when we are 

around to move them 

on, but they return 

when we leave. The 

coyote silhouette had them concerned for a couple of days, but they fig-

ured out pretty quickly that its teeth were rubber and soon waddled all 

around the coyote, a humorous slap in the face to Wile E. Coyote. 

Further efforts will be pursued this spring if and when they return, to 

continue to try to keep the park healthy for everyone. You may see fencing 

or netting at the swim beach, or other barriers or deterrents. 

Canada geese are a non-native species in the Puget Sound area. Histori-

cally, geese would migrate through the area. However, over time, they 

have become residential and non-migratory, due to favorable conditions 

created by our lawns and protected areas. During the past few years, grow-

ing numbers of the geese have been living along the shores of the lake. 

In addition to the public health concerns at the swim beach, the geese 

feces are creating conditions that could harm the natural health of Cran-

berry Lake longer term. The feces enrich the water with phosphates, ni-

trates and organic nutrients that promote an abundant growth of algae.  

If not successful, we will consider more active measures later this 

spring. 

I am already tired of talking about geese, but we are committed to 

keeping your park healthy, natural, and open to all. And the geese have 

challenged all three of those commitments. 

 

 

“Busy as..” 
Let’s look at the work of another 

wild critter along the shores of Cran-

berry Lake.  

If you haven’t seen this recent signa-

ture, check out the shoreline between 

the campground entrance and the bot-

tom of the hill heading towards our 

maintenance area. 

“Busy as a beaver”, they say! Look 

along the shoreline in the early or late 

hours of the day and you may see them 

hard at work. 


