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Park Events 
 

Annual Deception Pass 
State Park Open House 
Mark your calendar for January, next 

month, Thursday, January 24, at the 

newly renovated Cornet Bay Retreat 

Center Recreation Hall, at 7 p.m. 

Discover Pass not required. 

 

Rainshadow Running  
25k and 50k trail runs throughout park 

December 8. Starts at West Beach 8 a.m. 

 

Deception Pass Dash 
December 9. Always exciting. 

Bowman Bay, mid-morning 

 

Deception Pass Challenge 
June 22, 2013 

Second annual! 

Sponsored by the Deception Pass 

Foundation 

 

August 3, 2013 
Washington State Parks 100th Birthday 

Celebration at Deception Pass! 

More details as the date approaches.  

Several of the many hardy volunteers hard at work planting native trees and shrubs 

at Cornet Bay last week. 

 

Just Add Water  
You came, you planted, you made a 

difference  ̶  a dramatic difference!  

Twenty volunteers answered a plea 

from the evening before to create a 

planting party at the beach. You planted 

well over 500 plants in a matter of a few 

hours, scattered throughout the day. 

The Skagit Fisheries Enhancement 

(SFEG) has taken on the responsibility 

of landscaping the newly created beach 

at Cornet Bay. SFEG is a nonprofit 

organization formed in 1990 to engage 

communities in habitat restoration and 

watershed stewardship in order to 

enhance salmon populations.  

Finding volunteers like the ones 

that showed up Tuesday, November 27, 

is reducing the cost of the beach project 

by thousands of dollars, money which 

can be shared around the state for 

further habitat protection. 

It also brought many neighbors 

together on a cold but pleasant day to  

get dirty and share a love of our 

community.  

One neighbor even brought a pot of 

chicken soup for everyone to enjoy! 

Cornet Bay's beach is now a young 

forest, a natural extension of the woods 

behind. In early spring, the areas closer to 

the water will be planted with grasses and 

other plants more tolerant of salt and the 

marine environment. As John Rohde, 

SFEG lead planting specialist for this 

project told me late in the day, "planting 

the grasses is the fun part; it  makes the 

beach look even more like a beach." 

It looks a lot more like a beach 

already. A hartty thank you to Rich 

Bergner, Pete Haas, Cheryl Lowe, Gene 

Earnest, Rick Machin, Eric Shen, Jean 

Lang, Heather Leahy-Mack, Joseph 

Leahy-Mack, Patrick Leahy-Mack, Jean 

Lee, Julian Lee, Brett Ginther, Boshie 

Morris, Barbara Paul, Susan Alaynick, 

Mona Porter, Barbara Shaw, Russ 

Asbury, and Sarah Schmidt. 
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PPaarrkk  EExxppeerriieenncceess  
 

Kukutali Tours 
Call the caretaker at 360-661-0682 

to set up a reservation for a two-hour 

tour of the Kukutali Preserve on a 

Saturday morning. 

Tours are free. Reservations are 

required, as space is limited. Tours start 

at 9 and 11 a.m. with space for just 12 

people at a time. 

 
Anacortes Kayak Tours 

Closed for the season.  

www.anacorteskayaktours.com 

 
Deception Pass Tours 

Closed for the season. 

www.deceptionpasstours.com 

 
Academic Adventures 

Visit the website at 

www.academicsandadventures.org 

 

West Beach Concessions 
Closed for the season. 

 

 

 

Fall Park Projects: 
• Bowman Bay Sewer Field: work 

begins in earnest soon. 

• Cleaning roofs, replacing roofs: 

ongoing this winter 

• Cranberry Lake swim beach: Our 

management plan for 2013 is nearly 

complete. It will be released early 

next year. 

• Repairing equipment shed in shop 

area 

• Improving CCC Interpretive Center 

• Restroom painting 

• Winterization of water systems 

• Repairing drainage in Retreat Center 

waste system, water system: almost 

done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retired CPO's Still 
Serving  

When is a bridge not a bridge? 

When it has rotted away and needs to be 

replaced. 

We have a new group of volunteers 

who have made big improvements in the 

park this year: Retired Chief Petty 

Officers Association. Local Whidbey 

residents, they joined us here after 

working for many years at Rasar State 

Park east of us on the Skagit River. 

Led by Bud Betz, they have painted 

our kiosks throughout the park, prepared 

a campground before its spring opening, 

and now taken on a critical construction 

project. 

Last month, they noticed that the 

footbridge heading south from Bowman 

Bay toward Lighthouse and Lottie 

Points was rough, sagging a little, and in 

need of repair. 

Little did any of us know what that 

repair would entail. 

Paul Dotlich and Nicholas Bagerella 

remove the last of the rotted planks, 

while looking at the rotten support logs 

underneath. 

 

Every one of the deck planks needed 

to be replaced. The logs holding up the  

 

The bridge as it looks now, after 

dozens of hours of hard work. 

Compare this to the "before" 

picture. 

 

planking were thoroughly rotten. The 

foundations beneath the logs were rotting 

as well. It was time to replace the entire 

bridge! 

Thirty five feet in length, the bridge 

spans what used to be an outlet for the 

marsh east of Bowman Bay, the outlet for 

the creek coming out of Pass Lake. 

The Navy removed each plank, each 

support log, and the foundation piers. 

They then rebuilt it from the ground up, 

using treated materials that we already 

had on hand for support, and new decking 

paid for by the Deception Pass 

Foundation. 

The only thing that remains from the 

old bridge is the hand rails. 

Come take a hike south of Bowman 

Bay, and as you cross the bridge, thank 

Bud Betz, Francis and Nicholas Baerella, 

Paul Dotlich, and Ed Wright for their 

hard work and dedication. 

  

Beach Naturalist 
Opportunity  

For the past two years, the park has 

hosted and helped sponsor our Beach 

Naturalist program, training volunteers 

to help protect Rosario's tidepools, and 

educate its many visitors. 

This year's Beach Naturalist 

program will be expanded to offer even 

more classes focused on the marine 

environment at Rosario and simple ways 

to share what we know with park guests. 

 

Island County Beach Watchers, 

Skagit County beach volunteers, and park 

staff are joining forces with long-time 

Rosario volunteer Sammye Kempbell to 

create a dynamic and valuable training 

program for those who want to become 

comfortable in their knowledge of the 

Rosario tidepool area. 

The price? Free. The value to you, and to 

the park? Priceless. Stay tuned as classes 

will be starting around the first of March. 
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CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEvveennttss  
 

2013 Beach Watcher Lecture 
Series 
January 11, 7pm 

From Satellite to Salish Sea. The 

National Wildlife Refuge System: A 

Network for Wildlife  
Lorenz Sollman, Deputy Refuge 

Manager, US Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Washington Maritime Refuge Complex, 

Sequim, WA 

 

February 8, 7pm 

Ocean Debris: The Pacific Gyre 

and the Fukushima Tsunami  
Dr. Jan Newton, Principal 

Oceanographer, Applied Physics 

Laboratory, U of W and Executive 

Director, Northwest Association of 

Networked Ocean Observing Systems 

(NANOOS). 

 

March 8, 7pm 

Designing a Healthy Salish Sea 

Dr. Joe Gaydos, Wildlife Veterinarian 

and Chief Scientist, Sea Doc Society, 

University of California – Davis. 

 

April 12, 7pm 

Removal of the Elwha Dam and 

Ecological Restoration of the Elwha 

River 
Dean Butterworth, Outreach and 

Education Specialist, National Park 

Service, Olympic National Park. 

 

Lectures will be held at Northwest 

Educational Service District 189 

Building, 1601 R Ave, Anacortes. From 

Q St., turn on to Seafarer’s Way 

(between 14th and 15th streets), turn 

right onto R St. at stop sign and go  to 

the Northwest Educational Service 

District’s parking lot (there will be signs 

pointing the way and Beach Watchers, 

too!  

Sponsored by WSU Skagit Beach 

Watchers & Friends of Skagit Beaches. 

Lectures are free and open to the public. 

For more information, contact Matt 

Kerschbaum (360) 293-0773. 

 

 
 
 

A Baker's Dozen of 
Thanks 

We have much to be thankful for in 

our personal lives and throughout our 

community. 

One group of people who always fill 

my heart with thankfulness are the 

dedicated and talented staff at Deception 

Pass State Park. 

Hard working and always having to 

be creative because we struggle to give 

them adequate resources to do their jobs, 

these women and men are what keep 

this park open and operating year round, 

every day all year long. 

Rick Blank is the assistant 

manager, and excels at being the chief 

of operations, handling our 

bookkeeping, supervising the ranger 

staff, and doing just about every task 

that has to be done at the park. 

Mark Lunz is our chief of 

maintenance. His creativity in fixing 

things, designing things, solving 

problems, finding solutions and making 

things happen is legendary. His 

maintenance partner, Marvin Wold, has 

the skills and work ethic to take on just 

about any maintenance task thrown at 

him. He also oversees our forest 

management, recognizing tree health 

issues and dealing with these problems. 

Ranger Jeri Lancaster is in charge 

of our entrance station, handling well 

over a million dollars each year 

accurately and efficiently, as well as 

doing just about every other 

maintenance task around the park, from 

painting to weeding to cleaning to 

winterizing. 

Ranger Ben Shook is a hard 

working guy who takes on every task 

assigned with a smile and a 

determination to see it done well. He 

also oversees our fire response and our 

safety equipment and training. 

Jim Aggergaard is our marine 

operations expert, a mowing specialist, 

and has become active in our 

registration booth as well. 

Ranger John Whittet started with us 

in August, but has already proven his 

ability to do just about anything needed, 

including managing our volunteer 

program and keeping everyone smiling. 

Our other maintenance guru is 

Marvin Wold. He can trouble-shoot and 

fix just about anything, and keeps our 

park humming. He is also our tree 

specialist, trained to see forest health 

issues, and deal with them appropriately. 

Jason Stapert is back with us again 

as a seasonal ranger. He is an expert in 

firearms training for the agency, and 

keeps our campers and day users safe and 

secure. 

Bryce Watkinson joined us in May 

this year as a rookie seasonal ranger, and 

quickly became well-rounded in all the 

duties that a ranger does, from restrooms 

to registration, from education to 

enforcement. 

Bill Ruh is Mr. Dependable for 

customer service, taking care of the 

Cornet Bay Retreat Center and Ben Ure 

cabin as well as registering campers and 

cleaning facilities every day, always with 

a smile on his face. 

Todd Harris is our do-everything 

man, who truly does everything asked, 

working with the maintenance crew and 

the ranger crew to keep the park looking 

sharp and working well. 

Darlene Clark has been the stalwart 

in our welcome station for over a decade 

of summer seasons now, welcoming 

thousands of guests each day and always 

smiling through the onslaught of 

questions and needs that she faces minute 

by minute. 

And Sam Wotipka packs a lot of 

maturity and talent into a young man's 

mind and body, helping with any job that 

needs an extra hand, while taking on the 

entire interpretive programming of the 

park, from tidepools to evening talks, 

from brochures to maps to historical 

protection. 

I am proud to be on the same team as 

each of these professionals. They are the 

reason that this park works. 
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On a Local Scale: 
 

Visit Transition Fidalgo & Friends at 

http://transitionfidalgo.org 

 

 

 

•  Saturday February 2, 2013  
Oak Harbor High School, Oak Harbor 

•  Keynote by Dr. Cliff Mass  
    University of Washington  
Global Warming's Impacts on the 

Pacific Northwest: Separating Facts 

from Hype  
   

•  More than 60 classes to choose 

from over 3 class sessions; large 

exhibits area to learn about the many 

programs that focus on the health of 

our unique island environment. 

http://beachwatchers.net/soundwaters/ 

 

 

 

On a Global Scale: 

“What would nature do?” 

• Nature works in cycles. There is no 

place to throw things “away.” When 

nature’s systems are working, every 

kind of waste nourishes another part of 

the system. We humans can produce 

that way, too. 

• Nature is a self-organizing and 

adaptive network of relationships. 

Except when these relationships are 

disrupted, this network generates yet 

more life and relationships, in forms 

that are competitive and cooperative, 

and unimaginably diverse. 

• Nature uses current energy (mostly 

from the sun), not fossil energy. And it 

doesn’t draw down the principal of the 

Earth’s largess. It lives off the interest. 

That means it can continue 

indefinitely. 

Thank you to Sarah van Gelder, Seattle 

HDR GI's CCC IC 
What do you do when volunteers 

plan to clean a large Civilian 

Conservation Corps-built roof, but then 

it rains on the day they arrive? 

Go inside and clean where it's dry 

instead, of course. 

A group of intrepid volunteers took 

on the CCC Interpretive Center last 

month. Led by Martha Weiss from HDR 

Architecture in Seattle, they hoped to 

clean the roof. 

I don't know if you remember 

October 27, but it was wet, very wet.  

Rained all day. Hard. Cleaning the roof 

was out of the question. 

So Interpreter Sam Wotipka and 

Ranger John Whittet gave them 

vacuums and washcloths and glass 

cleaner to beautify and spiff up the 

museum displays. 

When they were done, the displays 

glistened, ready for next year's guests. 

 

 
Thom from HDR in Seattle cleans a 

display at the Bowman Bay CCC 

Interpretive Center [photo by 

Martha Weise, HDR Architecture] 

 

The CCC Interpretive Center at 

Bowman Bay tells the story of the 

Civilian Conservation Corps throughout 

the state of Washington. 

HDR has done a CCC building 

renovation at Deception Pass every year 

for the past three years now.  

Thank you again, HDR. 

 

 
Flocking to the Office  

A flock of birds are flying around 

in the park office. 

A talented taxidermist from 

Camano Island passed away this year. 

His family donated dozens of wildlife 

specimens to Cama Beach for display. 

Cama Beach ran out of room. The 

family allowed them to share some of 

these native creatures with Deception 

Pass as well. 

They are now on full display as you 

walk into the office, a reminder of the 

variety of life that lives in and around 

our Salish Sea. 

Come check out what is here, and 

see if you can identify them all. 

 

Snow geese flap to take off in the park office. 

_____________________ 
 
Kiket Island Plan  

The Kukutali Management plan is 

moving forward. Charlie O'Hara shared it 

with the Swinomish Indian Tribal 

Community Senate in November, where 

it was approved. 

It was shared this week at the 

Washington State Parks and Recreation 

Commission meeting for State Parks 

consideration. 

With the management plan in place, 

funding can be pursued to allow for the 

development of access for everyone, 

under guidelines that protect the new 

Preserve.  
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The Deception Pass Foundation, 

formed in 2005, is a membership-based 

non-profit organization dedicated to the 

funding of environmental education and 

protection in Deception Pass State Park. 

Current efforts include supporting 

our park AmeriCorps interpreter, 

rebuilding the park amphitheater, 

furnishing the Rosario field classroom, 

sponsoring the Beach Naturalist 

program, rebuilding the Cornet Bay CCC 

amphitheater, and helping fund the 

eventual construction of a Rosario 

Interpretive Center. 

Past successes include funding the 

protection of the Goose Rock meadows 

and the tidepool area, funding safety 

fencing at Bowman Bay, roofing of CCC 

shelters, sponsoring the bridge's 75th 

anniversary celebration, and hiring this 

year's interpretive intern, Sam Wotipka. 

If you are interested in furthering 

the goals of the Foundation, please join 

as a member and consider applying to 

become a board member. The board is 

actively seeking new board members to 

lead the Foundation as it moves forward. 

Visit the website of the Deception 

Pass Park Foundation to see how you 

can support this park 

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org 

 

Foundation Board members: 

Liz Merriman, President 

Barry Wenaas, Vice-President 

Steve Young, Secretary 

George Churchill 

Estelle Johnson 

Barb Shaw 

 

Foundation Board Advisors: 

Jack Hartt, Park Manager 

Sam Wotipka, Park Naturalist Intern 

 

 

 

 

   Follow the Deception Pass Park 

Foundation on Facebook. Search for 

"Deception Pass Park Foundation" 

 

Foundation Fixing CCC 
Feature 

Built in the mid-1930's, two iconic 

CCC features are being repaired this 

week, thanks to the funding support of 

the Deception Pass Foundation. 

The Cornet Bay Retreat Center was 

once the home of one of two CCC 

camps at Deception Pass. The young 

men of the camp built a fireplace and an 

amphitheater around the fireplace, with 

a view out over Cornet Bay. 

It is a lovely setting for campers 

even today, singing around the fire as 

the evening grows over the landscape. 

After nearly 80 years, however, the 

fireplace was cracked, burned, and 

broken. 

The Deception Pass Foundation has 

hired Ward-Johnson to repair the 

fireplace, and a nearby CCC-era 

incinerator, to restore these useful 

features to give us another 80 years of 

service.  

 

Bob Johnson, in charge of the 

project, is donating a considerable 

amount of his time and resources to allow 

this project to be affordable. "This park is 

part of our community," he said, "and 

we're here to support our community. We 

love this place." 

The work should take a week to 

complete. We will show photos of the 

finished projects in the January Current. 

 

Photo Contest 

Why do you love Deception Pass 

State Park? If you can answer that 

question with a photo, you could win 

great local prizes and have your work 

featured in our 2014 calendar. 

The Deception Pass Park 

Foundation’s photo contest seeks your 

pictures of Deception Pass State Park.  

The winning photos, as selected by 

our panel of judges (including 

representatives of our Foundation, 

Deception Pass State Park and the 

Whidbey Island Camera Club), will be 

featured in our 2014 calendar that we 

will be producing and selling to raise 

funds to support education and resource 

protection in the park.  

Winners will be announced and 

prizes will be awarded at the 

Washington State Parks Centennial 

Celebration that will be held at 

Deception Pass on August 3rd, 2013. 

Submitted photos should represent 

why you love Deception Pass State 

Park. Photos may feature scenery,  

 

 

 

people, nature or whatever else strikes 

your imagination and may be taken in any 

area of the park (not just the bridge). 

 

Rules: 

• Submitted photos must be in .jpg 

format 

• Images must be able to be enlarged to 

8×10 inches without degradation 

• 150 pixels per square inch minimum 

• 1 entry per person 

• No more than 2 photos per entry 

• Submitted photos must be the original 

work of the entrant 

• Each photo must be accompanied by 

an explanation of how it captures 

“why you love Deception Pass” (600 

characters max) 

• Submitted photos must be free of any 

watermarks (you will be credited if 

your photo is used or reproduced) 

• Images must be submitted by May 

31st, 2013 

• Submit photos at the Foundation 

website, at 

http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.o
rg/photocontest/ 
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"Current"   Logo Credits 

Barb Lyter of Lyter Photography 

and Graphic Design provided the design 

for the title logo of the “Current”.  

Learn more on the web at 

www.lyterphotography.com 

 

 

Celebrate 

Washington State Park’s 

Centennial 2013 
 

Your Washington State Parks will 

be 100 years old on March 19, 2013. The 

fourth oldest state parks system in the 

nation, Washington State Parks is 

celebrating their centennial milestone 

with events throughout 2013. For a full 

list of events, visit 

www.parks.wa.gov/events. 
 

 

This monthly update is sent to folks who 

have expressed an interest in keeping in 

touch with what is happening or in the 

planning stages at Deception Pass State 

Park. If you are not interested in receiving 

these monthly updates, please reply to this 

message and let me know, or send an email to 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov to be removed from 

the list. We have no intention of sending 

emails that you do not wish to receive. 

If you wish to communicate at anytime 

with me or other park staff, please email, 

call, or visit us. This park is your park. 

 

 

 

Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park  
41020 State Route 20  

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 

 
 

 
Our December Star on a morning that glistens,  
a hidden moment on a quiet park road 

 

 
 
"That peace on earth fill up your time, 
That brotherhood surround you 
That you may know the warmth of love 
And wrap it all around you.” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


