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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A monthly newsletter from the desk of the park manager,  

to our friends and neighbors who care about this park

   

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEvveennttss  
 

Skagit Beach Watchers Winter 
Lecture Series  

The Skagit Co. WSU Beach Watchers are 

pleased to announce the sixth year of our 

popular Winter Lecture Series. This series of 

lectures offers presentations on various topics 

related to the Puget Sound and our local 

marine environment. 

All the lectures are presented at the 

Anacortes Public Library from 7-9pm, are 

free, and open to the public.  

 

March 9, 7 p.m. 

Beneath the Salish Sea: An underwater 

Odyssey through Puget Sound. 

Join Dr. Florian Graner in an 

extraordinary film journey beneath Puget 

Sound as he helps us to see the diverse and 

wondrous forms of life that live in the Salish 

Sea. Dr. Graner is a marine biologist and 

cinematographer who has logged more than 

2500 dives. 

 He shares extensive knowledge and 

expertise in this film that has excited and 

delighted audiences in the USA and around 

the world. Dr. Graner will welcome 

discussion and questions following the film.  

The presentation will be Friday, March 9, 

7p.m. at the Anacortes Library. It is free and 

open to the public. 

 

April 13,  

Tectonic Processes of the Salish Sea 

 

For more information or questions, please 

contact Matt Kerschbaum at 

cherrytree2@comcast.net  

 

 

  Back to Hope Island, April 14! 
Our annual scotch broom pulling adventure at Hope Island returns April 14. 

Welcome aboard as we take the park boat out to Hope Island from the Cornet 

Bay launch area. The boat leaves at 9 a.m., so be early. Bring your gloves, sturdy 

shoes, appropriate clothing for the weather, some water, and an attack tool of your 

choice (loppers are good for many). 

We typically spend a couple hours or more in the island, enjoying the scenery 

and camaraderie as we continue to restore the beautiful meadows from the 

invasion of scotch broom and daphne. In five years of effort, we have seen much 

of the meadow area rebound with abundant wildflowers and native grasses. 

The park boat has lifejackets for everyone, although with limited seating, it 

may take awhile to shuttle everyone out to the island. Other boats are welcome to 

join this one-boat armada! 
 
Beach Naturalist Class Starts This Week 

The class starts March 7! If you want to learn about marine biology, ecology, 

and various educational approaches to make the beach world understandable for 

everyone, come be a part of the class of 2012. 

There is room for twenty neighbors to get ten hours of professional, expert, 

and free training about the world around us. Classes take place every Wednesday, 

from 7 to 9 p.m., at the West Beach shelter in the park. 

This year will also see the opening of the new Rosario Classroom, offering 

even greater adventures in learning for our naturalists and our guests. 

Call Sam at 675-3767, extension 31, to let us know of your interest, and we 

will give you a chance to join in the new class. 

 
Tidal Power Moving Forward 

"On March 1, 2012, Snohomish County PUD No. 1 (the PUD) filed an 

application with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) for a 10-year 

pilot license that will allow the PUD to construct and operate the Admiralty Inlet 

Pilot Tidal Project (FERC No. 12690)."  

"The Final License Application (FLA) was developed after several years of 

studies and consultation with federal and state agencies, tribes, non-governmental 

organizations, and members of the public, all of whom devoted significant 

resources and expertise to this project. The FLA includes a description of Project 

facilities and operations, as well as proposed measures to monitor and safeguard 

public and environmental resources. " 

"A copy of the license application is available for review on the PUD’s 

website at: http://www.snopud.com/PowerSupply/tidal.ashx." 

http://www.snopud.com/PowerSupply/tidal.ashx
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Current Winter Projects: 
 Re-roofing Cornet Bay Retreat Center 

recreation hall roof, rebuilding porch, and 

improving interior flooring and fixtures: 

In-process; see article 

 Replacing wasteful lighting fixtures 

throughout the Cornet Bay Retreat 

Center: Nearly done 

 Re-roofing CCC residence 

 Work at the Cornet Bay Boat Launch 

area progressing well, with a new water 

system nearly done, a replacement 

restroom, new shelter, and launch area 

improvements. See article 

 

Off-Season Closures: 
 Quarry Pond Campground open year 

round 

 Cranberry Campground: Lower Loop 

opened March 1. Middle Loop and Forest 

Loop reopen April 1.  

 Bowman Bay Campground and shelter 

areas are closed until April 1 to conserve 

resources 

 North Beach opened March 1. 

 Rosario will stay open all year.  

 

 

PPaarrkk  EExxppeerriieenncceess  
 

Kukutali Tours 
Call the caretaker at 360-661-0682 to set 

up a reservation for a two-hour tour of the 

Kukutali Preserve on a Saturday morning. 

Tours are free. Reservations are required, 

as space is limited.  Tours start at 9 and 11 

a.m.. with space for just 12 people at a time. 

 
Anacortes Kayak Tours 

Closed for the season. Visit the website  

www.anacorteskayaktours.com 

The AKT is a proud sponsor of the Deception 

Pass Dash. 

 
Deception Pass Tours 

Closed for the season. Visit their store on 

Highway 20 north of the park, near milepost 

44, for more information, or check their 

website at 

www.deceptionpasstours.com 

 
Academic Adventures 

Visit the website at 

www.academicsandadventures.org 

Dugualla Beach Trail Improved  
South Bridge Trail Work Planned for March 11 

Side by side before and after pictures of trail in Dugualla State Park 

 

Okay, how many have even heard of Dugualla State Park? 

It is a satellite park of Deception Pass, a square mile of land at the east end of 

Sleeper Road on Whidbey Island. 

Formerly owned by the Department of Natural Resources, it was acquired by 

State Parks when it no longer had adequate value for timber production. Now it 

offers wonderful recreational opportunities for hikers to explore wetlands, old 

growth forests, meandering forested trails, and tree-lined beaches. 

The Washington Trails Association, or WTA, protects hiking trails and 

wildlands, takes volunteers out to maintain our trails, and promotes hiking as a fun 

and healthy way for people to explore the outdoors. 

Hiking trails and wildlands in Washington state have benefited tremendously 

from the steady increase in volunteer stewardship and trail maintenance on our 

public lands, especially in light of diminishing trail budgets. WTA responded by 

creating its volunteer trail maintenance program. 

One of their volunteer crews offered to repair two eroded sections of Dugualla 

State Park, near where the beach trail drops down to the beach. Many years ago, 

steps had been built into the trail which were now filled with mud. 

With advice and input from Doug Shepherd of the Pacific Northwest Trail 

Association, and on-site coordination with Ranger Ryan Green, the WTA crew 

tackled these rough sections methodically and professionally. 

The two steep trail slopes were re-routed to eliminate the need for steps in the 

trail at all. Water was diverted away from the sections to keep them dry year 

round. The final touch-up work will be done next week, when the WTA crew 

returns.  

On Sunday, March 11, the crew can be found at the South Bridge parking lot, 

adding drainage improvements to the trail leading down to North Beach, and 

hauling loads of gravel to restore what has been lost due to stormwater erosion. 

Our hats are off to this hard-working and helpful group of trail workers. Come 

give them a hand on Sunday if you want to be a part of this project. 

 

 

Old Growth Falls  
Trees sprout and grow, grow up, grow old, and eventually die.  

The trees in the Forest Loop of the Cranberry Campground have been growing 

and growing old for centuries.  

The challenge is to know when they have reached a point that they are no 

longer safe to have in the campground, or the campground is no longer safe to be 

among the trees. 

https://owa.wa.gov/exchange/Jack.Hartt@PARKS.WA.GOV/Inbox/curr.EML/1_multipart_xF8FF_2_Current2012-02.doc/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.anacorteskayaktours.com
https://owa.wa.gov/exchange/Jack.Hartt@PARKS.WA.GOV/Inbox/curr.EML/1_multipart_xF8FF_2_Current2012-02.doc/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.deceptionpasstours.com
http://www.academicsandadventures.org/


 3 

 

 

The Deception Pass Park Foundation, 

formed in 2005, is a membership-based non-

profit organization dedicated to the funding of 

environmental education and protection in 

Deception Pass State Park. 

Current efforts include seeking to support 

funding for a park interpreter next year, 

rebuilding the park amphitheater, furnishing 

the Rosario field classroom, sponsoring the 

Beach Naturalist program, and helping fund 

the eventual construction of a Rosario 

Interpretive Center. 

Past successes include funding the 

protection of the Goose Rock meadows and 

the tidepool area, funding safety fencing at 

Bowman Bay, roofing of CCC shelters, 

sponsoring the bridge's 75th anniversary 

celebration, and hiring this year's interpretive 

intern, Sam Wotipka. 

If you are interested in furthering the 

goals of the Foundation, please join as a 

member and consider applying to become a 

board member. The board is actively seeking 

new board members to lead the Foundation as 

it moves forward. 

Visit the website of the Deception Pass 

Park Foundation to see how you can support 

this park 

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org 

 

Foundation Board members: 

Liz Merriman, President 

Barry Wenaas, Vice-President 

Steve Young, Secretary 

George Churchill 

Estelle Johnson 

Barb Shaw 

 

Foundation Board Advisors: 

Jack Hartt, Park Manager 

[vacant due to layoffs] Park Ranger  

Sam Wotipka, Park Naturalist Intern 

 

 

 

   Follow the Deception Pass Park 

Foundation on Facebook. Search for 

"Deception Pass Park Foundation" 

 

 
 

Forest health arborists 

again reviewed our 

campground's forest to 

assess the trees, as we do 

every year. This winter, we 

found over a dozen trees 

that presented a significant 

risk, and needed to be 

removed. 

The arbor crew of 

Washington State Parks, 

two teams of two 

experienced tree fellers, 

along with Marvin Wold on 

the Deception Pass State 

Park team, took on the task 

of removing these trees this 

past month. 

It is a sobering 

experience to see a forest 

patriarch fall, thinking of 

all the centuries of snows 

and sunshine, of history 

and prehistory that has 

taken place in its shadows. 

Protecting our campers and 

Large but dead tree in site 56 comes down                    these aging majestic                         

wonders is always a delicate balance of science and scenery, of protecting our 

heritage and protecting our visitors. 

 

 

Can You Get to the Top?  
Ever tried running to the top of Goose Rock? Ever biked over 12 miles along 

the Discover Trail and through the back trails of Hoypus? Ever swam in Cranberry 

Lake?  

Ever done all three the same 

morning?  

The first Deception Pass Challenge 

takes place Saturday, June 16, at 8 in the 

morning. The first 100 to sign up will 

face the daunting challenge of an 800 

meter swim in the lake, a twelve mile 

bike ride out to Hoypus Hill and back, 

and then a four mile run near North 

Beach to the top of Goose Rock, and then 

back to North Beach at low tide to run to 

West Beach. 

The Deception Pass Foundation is 

sponsoring this challenge as a way to 

encourage healthy adventure, park 

exploration, and raise money for 

education and protection of the park. 

Visit the Foundation's website to get further details, see a map of the course, 

download an application, or become one of the many volunteers that will be 

needed to coordinate this event. You may also be interested in helping sponsor this 

event, to raise awareness for your business as well. Please call us. 

http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/
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ANACORTES PARKS AND RECREATION 

PLANT WALKS SCHEDULE 

 

TUESDAYS, April 3 through May 29, 2012 

10:00 a.m. to noon, usually 

 

April 10---Rosario Head at Deception Pass 

State Park. Entrance is west of the Bowman's 

Bay park entrance off of Rosario Road on the 

north side of  the bridge. Rocky headland and 

sheltered woods. Little elevation gain. Easy. 

 

April 24---Bowman's Bay at Deception Pass 

State Park. Meet in the Bowman's Bay 

parking lot  across from Pass Lake on the 

north side of the bridge. Park near the pier. 

Beach, woods and rocky headland. Some hill. 

Celebrate Earth Day in the woods. Moderate. 

 

May 1---Goose Rock in Deception Pass State 

Park. Meet in the parking lot at the south end 

of the bridge. Woods and open bluffs full of 

spring flowers. Some hill. Moderate. 

 

May 8---Sharpe County Park. Entrance is off 

Rosario Road just south of Sharpe Road. 

Pond, woods rich with mosses and lichens and 

open bluffs. Easy. Moderate if go to the 

bluffs. 

 

May 29---Cranberry Lake in Deception Pass 

State Park. Meet near the vending stands and 

restrooms on the west side of the lake. 

Backshore, dunes and other habitat.  Easy. 

Bring lunch to enjoy on the beach. 

 

Information---Call Ann Dursch, 360- 293-

3044 or Susan Alaynick,  360-659-8792 

 
 
 
 
 
 
"Current"   Logo Credits 

Barb Lyter of Lyter Photography and 

Graphic Design provided the design for the 

title logo of the “Current”.  

Learn more on the web at 

www.lyterphotography.com 

 

 

Kukutali Preserve  
For one day, vehicles could not reach Kiket Island. Storm 

water had washed out the road bed! 

During the heavy rainstorm of February 23, someone put a 

pile of sandbags in the ditch on Snee-Oosh Road opposite the 

Kiket Island roadway. This forced all the stormwater in the ditch 

to enter the Kiket overflow culvert, which overwhelmed the 

drainage system next to the Kiket Island Road which leads to the 

lagoon and the island 

The result was the complete destruction of the roadway, 

carving out two channels a couple feet deep down the middle of 

the road for a hundred feet or more. 

The Swinomish Indian Tribal Community Public Works department was on 

scene the next day. Their crews rebuilt the road in a few hours, and improved the 

drainage along Kiket Road for future storm events. We just hope whoever put the 

sandbags into the Snee-Oosh Road ditch never does that again. 

 

 

 

Discover Pass changes 
At this time, the legislature is considering a change to the Discover Pass to 

allow two vehicles in the same family to share a pass. 

The legislation has strong support, but is not yet agreed upon. One strong 

proposal will make the change retro-active for existing Discover Passes. 

We will let you know if this change takes place, and how it may be 

implemented. We are still waiting for this decision.  

A handful of other changes to park funding are also in process. We will wait 

and see. When news breaks, we will let you know. 

 

Cornet Bay Coming Along  
Tasks: A picnic 

shelter, an efficient 

restroom, a new water 

system, storm water 

retention, and improved 

launch access. 

These improvements 

are taking shape, and will 

be done in a few weeks, if 

the weather cooperates. 

Faber Construction 

has led a variety of skilled 

workers in creating 

structures and systems that 

will enable the tens of 

thousands of visitors to Cornet Bay to enjoy their experience at Cornet Bay far 

more. The grant money that made this possible is dedicated for recreational 

improvements that benefit the environment and shoreline recreational use. We 

know it is a wise investment in the future of this popular part of Deception Pass. 

http://www.lyterphotography.com/
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Celebrate 

Washington State Park’s 

Centennial 2013 
 

 

This monthly update is sent to folks who have 

expressed an interest in keeping in touch with what 

is happening or in the planning stages at 

Deception Pass State Park. If you are not 

interested in receiving these monthly updates, 

please reply to this message and let me know, or 

send an email to jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov to be 

removed from the list. We have no intention of 

sending emails that you do not wish to receive. 

If you wish to communicate at anytime with 

me or other park staff, please email, call, or visit 

us. This park is your park. 

 

 

 
Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park  
41020 State Route 20  

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parks Power Economy  

Yosemite, CA -- A newly released National Park Service (NPS) report shows 

that the more than 4 million visitors to Yosemite in 2010 spent $354.7 million in 

the park and the surrounding communities. That spending supported more than 

4,600 jobs in the area. 

The figures are based on a national study of the $12 billion direct spending by 

281 million visitors in 394 national parks and nearby communities and are 

included in an annual, peer-reviewed, visitor spending analysis conducted by Dr. 

Daniel Stynes of Michigan State University for the National Park Service. 

Based on these numbers, Deception Pass generates about $41 per visitor 

to the local economies of Whidbey and Fidalgo Islands. With 1.7 million 

visitors last year, that amounts to nearly $70 million dollars of local benefit. 

Yes, our parks are good for our pocketbooks as well as our quality of life. 

The report found that most of the spending and jobs are related to lodging, 

food, and beverage service (52%) followed by other retail (29%), entertainment/ 

amusements (10%), gas and local transportation (7%) and groceries (2%). 

Across the U.S., local visitor spending added a total of $31 billion to the 

national economy and supported more than 258,000 jobs, an increase of $689 

million and 11,500 jobs over 2009. 

 

 

By the Numbers  
Deception Pass State Park revenues and Park expenditures in 2011: 

 

Revenue: (numbers are approximate and rounded for simplicity) 

Camping    785,000 

Discover Pass (6 months only)    330,000 

Retreat Center    100,000 

Extra vehicles      64,000 

Boat launch      39,000 

Showers      20,000 

Ben Ure cabin      18,000 

Moorage      18,000 

Total annual revenue                      

(many other categories included) 

1,540,000 

  

 Expenditures:          (again, numbers  rounded and approximate) 

Staff and Benefits     900,000 

Utilities     250,000 

Maintenance and Construction     200,000 

Total 1,350,000 

 

Attendance: 

1,730,000 

 

Revenue per visitor: about 90 cents 

Cost per visitors: about 80 cents 

Benefit to local economy: about $70 million 

 

Protection of park, enjoyment by millions: Priceless... 
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In Memoriam: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ranger Ed Johanson  

 
(October 20, 1967 - February 24, 2012) 

Kitsap Memorial State Park (1993-2012) 

Kanaskat-Palmer State Park (Feb 17-24) 
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Deception Pass Park Foundation: 

Join Us in Shaping the Future 
 

OUR MISSION: 

… to support the development of educational programs and 

resource protection at Deception Pass State Park. 

 

We achieve our mission by: 
Providing financial support  for educational and 

environmental programs in the park, 

 

Supporting community partnerships which enhance the 

Foundation’s mission, and 

 

Fundraising for park projects 

 

The Deception Pass Park Foundation is a 501(c)3 non-

profit organization. All contributions are tax deductable.  

 

Contributions to the Foundation are dedicated solely to  

educational programs and resource protection projects at 

Deception Pass State Park. 

 

We provide a way to give back and ensure that 100% of 

your donations go to enhance the future of the park. 

 

Contact us at: 

Deception Pass Park Foundation 

41020 State Route 20 

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

360-675-3767 ext. 26 

 

 

 

 

 

For on-line giving by PayPal or credit card, go to: 

http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/membership.html  

 

 

Membership Application 

Deception Pass Park Foundation 

 

Name ___________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________________________ 

 

City ____________________________________________ 

 

State _________     Zip _____________________________ 

 

Email ___________________________________________ 

 

Membership Level: 

 Student/Seniors: $10 

 Individual $20 

 Family $35 

 Small Business $100 

 Sustaining $100 

 Sponsor $250 

 Patron $500 

 Steward $1000 

 Benefactor $2000 

 

 Other donation: $______________ 

 

Total enclosed: $__________________ 

Please make checks payable to Deception Pass Park 

Foundation. Send completed application to address at left. 

 

Would you like to be recognized as a donor?   
 Yes      No  

  
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/membership.html

