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Deception Pass State Park

A monthly newsletter for the park’s friends and neighbors
from the desk of the park manager

Sweeping Brooms Away

Thanks to the generosity of Deception Pass Tours,
thirteen energetic volunteers had comfortable boat
seats to get out to Hope Island on Memorial Day. The
group landed there to remove more Scotch or Scot's
broom, further restoring the southern meadows of
this designated Natural Area Preserve.

Brett Ginther of Deception Pass Tours took
everyone out to the island in his tour boat, dropping
us off in the protected northern bay. From there, we
hiked across the island to the meadows. Some of the
many comments as we walked into the meadows:

"There are still a lot of Scotch broom plants
here."

"Yeah, but the grasses and wildflowers are
coming back, stronger than ever."

"I thought I got rid of all of the Scotch
broom here last year."

"But we're making progress; it sure looks
better than last year. And it is SO much
better than when we started years ago."

True enough. It is so much better. And on
this pleasant day late in May, we removed
piles more of the nasty invasive. Steve
Erickson of the Whidbey Environmental
Action Network (WEAN) gave us three
pulling tools that made quick work of old-
growth brooms in several places. Other
volunteers carefully removed smaller plants
from the first meadow we came to, getting

us ever closer to having some sections weed free.

Decades more of the plant remain to be removed in
the coming years. But were are making progress! The
wildflowers are grateful.

Thank you to everyone for your energy and passion
for making this event meaningful and rewarding. And
thank you to Rick Machin for taking on the new
blow-down in the middle of the trail!

Dave Wenning, a local photographer, blogger, and
friend of Deception Pass wrote a great article about
the adventure as well. Read his story at
http://www.fidalgoweather.net/2015/05/scotch-
broom-warriors.html

Bob Blunk holds the line tight as the Deception Pass Tours boat
“Island Whaler” drops off the volunteers at Hope Island on
Memorial Day.
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Photo on left, above:
Harold Mead is hidden by Scots broom as he cuts
down old growth broom plants  on Hope Island.

Fix It Days are coming again on the last Saturday of
each month at the Anacortes Farmers Market. The
dates are June 27, July 25, August 29, and
September 26.

People bring all kinds of items to the Fix It Days
volunteers, who work magic on the items to restore
them to full operation. Toasters, clocks, gadgets and
widgets of all kind are made to work again, keeping
all of these items out of the landfill and putting them
back in service.

Those who benefit from the repairs are then asked
to make a donation to the Deception Pass Park
Foundation, which has volunteers at a table nearby.
The donations contribute to the operations and
funding of the park, supporting our short-funded
operations and activities.

Thank you to the talented repair people for donating
their services and making our planet a better place.
A big shout out to Eric Shen, Brian Shelley, John
Ireton, Larry Collinge, Bud Anderson, Bruce Hall,
and Carl Elliot.

(See their poster on the next page.)

Fix It Days Coming

Sweeping Brooms Away (cont.)

Left:

Some of the volunteers join me for a
group photo after a morning of
rewarding sweat. Left to right: Harold
Mead, Jack, Rick Machin, Judy, Bob
Blunk, Susan Alaynick (facing away),
Let Curvers, Maggie Sullivan, and Eric
Shen.  [photo by Dave Wenning)

Not in picture: Jay Scott, Gene Kiver,
Barb Kiver, and Jim Duemmel.

Photo on right, above::
Harold Mead and Maggie Sullivan in the same
place, with Scot’s broom cut and piled for removal.
Underneath is a meadow of grasses and
wildflowers ready to flourish again.
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What was happening in the year
1515?

Five hundred years ago, this tree
sprouted and took root in the heart
of what is now Deception Pass State
Park.

Two years ago, this iconic Douglas
Fir tree in the middle of the road
near our park maintenance area
had failed, and had to be removed

for the safety of the occupants of
every car that drove into the park
and of the campers spending the
night a few feet away from the tree.

We saved a slice of that tree. Sam
Wotipka, who was then our
AmeriCorps intern, and Foundation
member Matt Klope took the five-
foot wide slice to Eagle Scout
candidate Matthew Nortier.

The cookie slice had 498 annual
rings in it. Matthew researched the

history of the world, and found
some significant events that had
occurred throughout the lifetime of
the tree.

Matthew and the scouts of Oak
Harbor’s Boy Scout Troop 4059
sanded and smoothed the surface
of the slab using a mixture of power
tools and hand sanding.

When the sanding was complete,

custom made brass plaques with
numbers on them were placed on
the tree at specific tree rings. The
numbers correspond with a
significant event that took place
that year of the tree's life.

Once the brass plaques were in
place a clear coat resin was poured
over the top of it to seal the tree's
surface in and preserve it as much
as possible.

He then had Joel Griffith, a local
metal worker, create a most
fascinating work of art for the
chain to hold the cookie in place
on a stand.

This tree slice now stands inside
the foyer of the Deception Pass
State Park office. What dates
would you recognize in the past
five hundred years?

Thank you to all those who
worked on it, and especially to
Matthew Nortier for earning the
rank of Eagle Scout, partially
because of his leadership in
making this project happen.

A Slice of Time:

Eagle Scout Nortier Builds Impressive Display
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By Carly Rhodes
AmeriCorps Intern
Deception Pass State Park

I have had a few people ask me if our
trees are okay and if our campgrounds
are still open. These questions have
arisen because of the recent closures at
South Whidbey State Park. The closures
were due to failing and diseased old-
growth trees in the campground.

What has happened to these trees is
called Heart Rot. This happens when
fungi enter the tree through wounds or
small branches and weaken the center of
the tree. The fungus decays the tree, not
killing it but making it weak and more
susceptible to breaking during storms.

When I heard about South Whidbey it got
me wondering how and why this had
happened.

Trees are often times a symbol of
strength and growth. It is easy to forget
that they can get sick too. The rot is
found more commonly in older trees;
South Whidbey's forests are old growth.

The rot can be caused from a variety of things --
from significant damage to a tree to small
insect or animal impact -- anything that opens
the tree for the fungus to get in.

Knowing there is a problem is the first step in
solving one. At South Whidbey the first inkling
that something was wrong was when the
rangers found Douglas fir trees that had
snapped and fallen into the campsites. From
there the Department of Natural Resources
forest pathologist did tree assessments and
found heart rot in the stems of the old-growth
trees.

A few indications that a tree may have heart rot
are mushrooms growing or fungus conks on
the tree. However, there are always exceptions
to the rule and just because a tree has a
mushroom does not mean it is has heart rot.

I am nowhere near an expert on forest health
but it does make me wonder. As some of you
may know Deception Pass is home to one of the
larger remaining old growth forests in lowland
Puget Sound country. The old growth is a

Rotten Hearts

Above: A park visitor looks at a hemlock tree that
had been cut because of heart rot, leaving only a
shell of solid wood on the outside.
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portion of the park called Hoypus Forest. At the
end of Cornet Bay Road you can walk along the
old road that has great views of the bay, the
Deception Pass Bridge and the old launch site of
the Deception Pass Ferry.

To the south is Hoypus Hill, which features a
mixture of forest types and ecosystems. The
trails run through mature forests, alder groves,
and even go around the perimeter of a bog. With
this special area right here in our park it is
always good to know the different health risks it
could encounter. Luckily for us, we do not have
any campgrounds in that area to worry about
having to shut down.

So, next time you go for hike at Hoypus or in any
forest it is important to understand that when
you look up at that big, strong tree that there may
be more than meets the eye.

If you are looking to learn from someone who is
an expert you are in luck. The Deception Pass
Park Foundation is hosting a class: The Last
Remaining Old Growth Forests of Lower Puget
Sound Basin. On July 18, Dr. David Shaw will be
taking people out to Hoypus Forest to learn
about fog regime changes, in-growth grand fir,
dwarf mistletoe and more.

Dr. David Shaw is the assistant professor in the
department of forest engineering, resources and
management at Oregon State University. He
received his PhD from the University of
Washington in 1991. He is a forest health
specialist. Dr. Shaw is also the director of a
Research Cooperative. He has a long and
impressive resume and is taking the time to come
to Deception Pass.

If you are interested in registering for this class
or have any questions please go online to
http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/ or
call 360-675-3767x31. Hope to see you there!

Sources:
PNW Plant Disease Management Handbook
The Seattle Times
deceptionpassfoundation.org

What About Deception Pass?
What about our campgrounds? Are they at risk
for being closed because of heart rot or other
forest health issues? Could it happen here?

Cranberry Campground has dozens of sites
underneath old growth trees, some hundreds of
years old. We monitor these trees at least
annually. Because of the potential for storm
failure, we close the Forest Loop from November
through March; we close the other loops here for
the winter as well.

Bowman Bay has less sites, but they are also
beneath large trees. We close that campground
for the winter months as well.

We keep Quarry Pond open year round because
when that land was in private ownership, the
trees were harvested not too long ago. The risk of
tree failure there is much less.

Forest Walk Follow-up:
After I shared in last month’s Current some of the
notes I took from the forest hike on April 23 at
Dugualla State Park, several of you indicated you
would like to know more about “accelerated old
growth” forest health treatments.

Here is link to an article on the subject that Doc-
tor Robert Fimbel, our Washington State Parks
natural resources manager, recommends as good
background.

I found this article to be of great benefit in under-
standing some of the issues related to the recent
Hoypus and Dugualla forest plantations, areas
that were harvested and planted as monoculture
forests before they became State Park land.

http://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/scienceupdate1.pdf
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Budget: June 30 Deadline

Close the gates to Deception Pass State Park?! On July
1, at the height of the summer season?!

It may happen, unless our legislature works together
and plays nicely to craft a budget that will guide our
state for the next two years.

The state budget operates on a two year cycle, from
July first of one year to June 30 two years later. The
legislature, which began work on this in January, has
still not been able to agree on how to spend our tax
money.

State Parks gets only a small sliver of the budget, as
most of our budget now comes from Discover Pass
sales and fees such as camping and boat launching.
But if there is no budget agreement, nearly all state
services and facilities have to close come July 1.

Two years ago, the budget was finally signed a day or
two before the end of June. We hope that we won't get
that close to the brink this time around. It is not fair to
our citizens, our visitors, or our staff. Work together,
legislature.

Bowman Bay Beach!
Picture Bowman Bay without any boulders blocking
your path to the beach, just pathways through clumps
of dune grass, flowering current, and salmon berry,
with a cedar or spruce scattered here and there.

Picture that with your camera in a few months! I have
had this dream for forty years. I hope to have this
picture a reality before the maples and alders lose
their leaves.

Through grants secured by the Northwest Straits
Foundation, the rocks will be replaced with a beach
that is similar to the natural beaches to the north and
south. The improvements begin in September of this
year, if all goes well.

Bowman Shelter Roof Re-Do

You can see the sky through the Bowman roof right
now. With a grant from our State Parks historical
preservation office, park staff are replacing the aged
shakes on this shelter with new shakes of the same
shape and size as the Civilian Conservation Corps
would have used. These extra long shakes mean they
have to be doubled to make sure there are no cracks
between them.

At the same time, park staff are refurbishing the
rafters and purlins of the roof where they have rotted
in the past eighty years. The ends are exposed to the
elements, allowing moisture to rot them away. Cutting
the ends of the boards with a stepped cut, we can
hand-craft a new end piece that is then attached to
look like the original.

After Bowman's shelter is finished this month, we will
be moving on to Rosario to replace that roof as well.

Later this summer, we hope to replace the roof on the
ranger residence near the old park entrance. That one
has been on our list for a long time.

New roof on the right, no roof on the left!
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2015 State Parks Free Days:
June 6 – (Saturday) National Trails Day
June 13 – (Saturday) National Get Outdoors Day
August 25 – (Tuesday) National Park Service’s  99��
birthday
September 26 – (Saturday) National Public Lands Day
November 11 – (Wednesday) Veterans Day

Or, volunteer 24 hours in a calendar year and receive
a free Discover Pass.

Or, buy a Discover Pass from us and all the parks in
the state are free to you every day of the year! And you
are then supporting your state parks directly.

President: Liz Merriman
Vice President: Barb Shaw
Secretary: Steve Young
Treasurer:
Board Member: Jill Johnson
Board Member: Matt Klope
Board Member: Brian Shelley
Board Member: Rick Colombo
Board Member: Terica Taylor

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org

Bridge Closure Reminder
OAK HARBOR – Work begins next week on a paving
project spanning two counties and the majestic
bridges at Deception Pass.

Crews will start with a section of SR 20 near Frostad
Road Monday, at 8 p.m. Monday, June 8. They will
work their way north, completing the paving work on
the roadway sections before tackling the two bridges.
Crews will grind off about two inches of pavement,
then repave and restripe the highway.

Bridge closures
Repaving the bridges will require five nights of full
bridge closures. The overnight closures likely will
occur between mid-July and the end of August.
Precise dates of the overnight closures won’t be set
until 10 days before the bridge paving begins. The
10-hour closures will occur Sunday night through
Friday morning, from 7:30 p.m. to 5:30 a.m.

The work is extremely weather-dependent because
crews can’t pave in rainy conditions or if overnight
temperatures are too cold.

Lane closures
Work on four sections of highway on Whidbey and
Fidalgo islands will require single-lane closures from
8 p.m. to 6 a.m. Sunday nights through Friday
mornings. Flaggers or pilot vehicles will direct traffic
through the work zones. This work also is weather-
dependent.

The general areas on the islands to be repaved are:
� Frostad Road to DeGraff Road
� Banta Road to Troxell Road/Soundview Lane
� Deception Pass State Park to North Dewey Beach
�  Gibralter Road to Frontage Road

This section of SR 20 was last repaved in 1994 and
1996. Portions of the highway have cracks and ruts.
Repaving it will provide a smooth, long-lasting
surface for the 17,000 vehicles a day that use this
critical link between Island and Skagit counties.

Lakeside Industries in Anacortes is the contractor for
this $3.6 million project.  Contacts: Tom Pearce,
WSDOT communications, 206-440-4696

Deception Pass Park
Foundation

Like, follow, and stay current
with the Deception Pass

Park Foundation on
Facebook

Deception Pass Campground  Voted
Best in State!
http://nwescapes.king5.com/best/state-park/local-
excursions/northwest-washington
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June 6: Trails Day.
Various SWITMO projects around park.

June 6: Marathon and Half Marathon, part of the Bellingham Trail Running series. Full
marathon starts at West Beach at 7 a.m.. Half marathon starts at Cornet Bay at 8 a.m.

June 6: Native American celebration day, Bowman Bay. Noon to 4. Free canoe rides,
story telling, displays, and more

June 19 and 20, 10 a.m. Each day: Kukutali Preserve Guided Hike, with Carly Rhodes
and Tanisha Gobert. Call the park to RSVP.

June 27, 10 a.m. Photography Class with Dave Sharpe. Sign up with Deception Pass
Park Foundation.

July 18: Old Growth Forest Walk with Dr. David Shaw, Hoypus Point. Sign up with
Deception Pass Park Foundation.

December 6: Deception Pass Dash Kayak Race, Bowman Bay

December 12, 13: Rainshadow Running 25k and 50k races at the park.

2015 Arts in the Parks concerts
July 4: Brass Patriots, 133rd Army Band, Washington Army National Guard. A brass
band for the 4th!

July 11: Dave and the Dalmatians. A cappella music from East-ern Europe,
particularly Croatia, Serbia, and the Dalmatian Coast.
http://www.daveandthedalmatians.com/

July 18: Kohala. Slack-key guitar trio from Hawaii. http://kohalamusic.com/

July 25:The Onlies (http://www.theonlies.com/), a really great young trio out of
Seattle, each an only child. Original and traditional fiddle tunes from Scotland, Ireland,
and the Americas.

Coming Park Events
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Canoe Families host 10th
annual celebration

June 6 at Bowman Bay
Samish and Swinomish tribes offer free canoe rides

OLYMPIA – May 28, 2014 – The Washington State
Parks and Recreation Commission Folk & Traditional
Arts in the Parks Program invites the public to the
10th Annual Salish Sea Native American Cultural
Celebration at Bowman Bay in Deception Pass State
Park.
The celebration runs from noon to 4 p.m. Saturday,
June 6, on the Fidalgo Island side of Deception Pass
State Park. The event celebrates the maritime
heritage of the two participating Coast Salish tribes.
The event will feature canoe rides and native singers,
drummers, and storytellers. Artists from the two

tribes will demonstrate traditional weaving, cedar
work, and woodcarving. A salmon and fry bread
lunch also will be available for purchase. The
Discover Pass is not required to attend this event. In
recognition of National Trails Day, Saturday, June 6 is
a State Parks “free day.”
Cultural event activities are presented by the Samish
Indian Nation, the Samish Canoe Family, the
Swinomish Indian Tribal Community and the
Swinomish Canoe Family. Proceeds from food sales at
the Salish Sea Native American Culture Celebration
support the Samish and Swinomish canoe families’
participation in an intertribal canoe journey—where
tribes and nations from the Pacific Northwest travel
by canoe to different host communities along the
Salish Sea.
The next Canoe Journey is planned for 2016 and will
be hosted by the Nisqually Indian Tribe.
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New Sign Dedication Celebration & Guided Walks
to New Discovery Points
Date: Saturday, June 13th
Time: 10am - 12 pm
Location: Seafarer’s Memorial Park, 601 Seafarers
Way, Anacortes

Join us for the dedication of our new Trail Tales
interpretive signs along the northwest shore of
Fidalgo Bay.  Meet at Seafarer’s Memorial Park for
refreshments and a ribbon cutting ceremony hosted
by Friends of Skagit Beaches, Anacortes Park &
Recreation Department, and the Port of Anacortes.
We invite you to stay for a guided Trail Tales
interpretive walk following the ceremony at 10:30 am
or pick up a new trail map and you can visit the new
Discovery Points at your own pace. From 10:30 am –
12 pm docents will be present at the new Discovery
Points ready to share interesting facts and stories.
The Marine Technology Center, a new Discovery Point
location, is hosting an open house in conjunction with
the celebration. The walk route is flat, paved and
handicapped accessible.  For more information,
contact Betty Carteret at friends@skagitbeaches.org
or visit www.skagitbeaches.org

Guided Walk: Early Anacortes Maritime Scene
Date: Thursday, June 18th
Time: 10:30 am to 12 pm
Location: Seafarer’s Memorial Park, 601 Seafarers
Way, Anacortes

Join Trail Tales docents to explore the Early
Anacortes Maritime Scene, an excursion through time.
Our 1½-hour walk will begin at Seafarer’s Park and
follow a level, paved and handicapped accessible
walkway around the marina to the Rotary Park
Gazebo. Along the way you will learn how our
maritime history shaped the character of Anacortes
and left its legacy. For complete program details, visit
www.skagitbeaches.org

Saturday Discovery Stations: Look for Docents at
Discovery Points along the trail

Walkers, bikers and other visitors along the Tommy
Thompson Trail will have an opportunity to discover

some of the Anacortes Shoreline wonders with
assistance from Trail Tales docents at one of the

“Discovery Points” along the trail.  If you like to hear
stories related to the signs about this wonderful place
we live, or if you enjoy hands-on learning, take to the
trail and look for docents on the Saturdays listed and
discover something new! For more information,
contact Betty Carteret at friends@skagitbeaches.org
or visit www.skagitbeaches.org

Saturday, June 6, 11 am – 1 pm: There will be 2
stations. Docents will discuss Cap Sante Geology at
the Seafarer’s Memorial Discovery Station located at
601 Seafarer’s Way, Anacortes.  Docents will share
about Recreational Boating at the Cap Sante Marina
Discovery Station located by the marina office at the
east end of 11�� Avenue.

Saturday, June 27, 11 am – 1 pm:  Docents will
share information about the Historic Mill Site and
site cleanup work performed by the WA Department
of Ecology at the Discovery Station located on the
Tommy Thompson Trail just south of 34�� Street.

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =

Transition Fidalgo and Friends presents:

"This Beautiful and Hazardous World"

Tuesday, June 30, 5:45 - 8 p.m.
Anacortes Senior Center, 1701 22nd St.

The evening's presentation, “This Beautiful and
Hazardous World,” will feature Brock Ward, of
Citizens Emergency Response Team (CERT), speaking
about the newest earthquake research on Puget
Sound and what it means to us.

Open to all and welcome; no reservations necessary.
Suggested supper donation $5/adult; $3/10 and
under.  Please bring your own place settings. Seventh
Generation Suppers include a sharing time and
programs to help build local resilience and reduce
carbon dependency. For more information, visit
www.transitionfidalgo.org.

Friends of Skagit Beaches & Trail Tales
Guided Walks and Special Events
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This monthly update is sent to folks
who have expressed an interest in
keeping in touch with what is
happening or in the planning stages at
Deception Pass State Park.

We are grateful to have you
welcome us into your inbox.

If you are not interested in receiving
these monthly updates, please reply to
this message and let me know. We have
no intention of sending emails that you
do not wish to receive.

If you wish to communicate at
anytime with me or other park staff,
please email, call, or visit us. This park is
your park.

Park Manager
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-675-3767 ext. 26
jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ©

Deception Pass State Park
Staff:

Rick Blank, Asst. Manager
Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Darlene Clark, Sr. Park Aide
Rick Colombo, Park Aide
Doug DeYoung, Park Aide
Todd Harris, Sr. Park Aide
Jack Hartt, Park Manager
Jeri Lancaster, Office Asst.
Mark Lunz, Maintenance
Carly Rhodes, Interp.Intern
Bill Ruh, Sr. Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Jason Stapert, Ranger
John Whittet, Ranger
Marv Wold, Maintenance

“...When you go out into the woods and you look at trees,
you see all these different trees. And some of them are bent,
and some of them are straight, and some of them are ever-
greens, and some of them are whatever. And you look at the
tree and you allow it. You appreciate it. You see why it is
the way it is.  You sort of understand that it didn’t get

enough light,
and so it turned
out that way.
And you don’t
get all emotional
about it.  You
just allow it.
You appreciate
the tree.

“The minute you
get near humans,
you lose all that.
And you are
constantly saying

“You’re too this,
or I’m too this.”
That judging
mind comes in.
And so I practice
turning people
into trees.
Which means
appreciating
them just
the way
they are.”

— Ram Dass

Many branched Douglas fir
on the side of Bowman Hill.


