
  

   

Welcome to the Current! 

   

Well, it certainly is feeling like fall these past few 

days!  Before that set in, we hope you were able to 

enjoy the last few weeks of summer with us at the 

Park.  

 

We have a great newsletter for you this month: a 

message from the Park Manager, a creature feature, 

summary of the events of the summer and a cool 

historical article with a 100 year old postcard!  

 



 

Read on and learn more about the Park, DPPF and 

more! 

 

  

 

Manager's message  

By Jason Armstrong 

 

It is hard to believe, but it has been nearly 

one year that I took over the helm at 

Deception Pass State Park.  I have one full 

winter season and one full camping season 



under my belt.  This gives me the opportunity 

to reflect on the successes the park has 

had.  First, I want to recognize and thank the 

hard work that the Deception Pass Park 

Foundation (DPPF) has done and the 

donations they have made to the park.  They 

first were able to successfully pull of the 

third annual Bowman Bay Holiday Festival, 

which was a huge hit.  They sponsored an 

AmeriCorps Interpretive Specialist for the 

park, which was pivotal to another 

successful year of the Beach Naturalist 

Program and Discovery Center 

Program.  They helped sponsor and support 

some additional programming at the 

beautiful Amphitheatre, which were all huge 



successes, having as many as 400 in 

attendance.  This highlights some of the 

work done by DPPF. 

 

                

    AmeriCorps Interpretive Specialist Jacqueline French at Bowman Bay holiday 

 

Equally, I want to thank the countless 

volunteers that have contributed thousands 

of hours in the park, ensuring this remains 

the most visited and iconic park in the 

Washington Parks system.  I think of all the 



park walkers that continue to pick up the 

litter that is either left in the park or found its 

way into the park.  I simply do not have 

enough staff to stay on top of this 

challenge.  Additionally, I must recognize the 

community members that spend their time 

and resources ensuring our historic 

structures will last another 100 years.  A 

perfect example of this is the collaborative 

effort taken at the Rosario Shelter to not only 

install the new glass windows, so you can 

see outside the shelter, but also the work 

done trimming back all the brush and 

overgrowth so one can see the Rosario Tide 

Pools and the sunsets.  We have also been 

very fortunate in the park to have a donor 



that has sponsored the replacement of all 

interpretive panels on the Sand Dunes Trail, 

which will likely be installed around October 

31st.   

 

               

                          Sunset from the Rosario parking area - by Cindy Elliser 

 

Finally, I would be remiss in not recognizing 

the staff at Deception Pass State Park.  We 

were once again at nearly 100% capacity 

through all of July and August.  The staff 



were able to keep up with the needs of all 

visitors to the park, providing a pleasant 

experience in the park.  The staff were able to 

complete some projects in the park which 

will include some upgrades to the park 

residences, the Ben Ure Cabin, the sewer 

system, picnic tables, the play set at 

Bowman Bay, as well as many other smaller 

projects. 

 

               



 

Looking forward, I have identified some 

goals of the park, needs of the park, and 

upcoming projects that are in the early 

stages of capital development.  A notable 

goal for the park is to bolster the educational 

and interpretive programs within the 

park.  The two AmeriCorps employees and 

two interns from Skagit Valley College 

Environmental Program have provided a 

great foundation, but as the Park Manager I 

want to see more.  The first step in this 

process was to acquire an Interpretive 

Specialist 1 that will start on February 1, 

2019.  Additionally, we will have two 

AmeriCorps starting February 16, 2019.  One 



of these AmeriCorps will focus on the north 

end of Deception Pass State Park and the 

Beach Naturalist Program and the other 

AmeriCorps member will focus on all 

programming on the south side of the 

bridge.  We will be expanding our 

programming in the park to include nature 

hikes, Junior Ranger, and cultural 

events.  We will continue our partnership 

with Skagit Valley College, looking to add 

four additional internships in addition to the 

two returning interns.  We are working 

towards converting the Discovery Center at 

Rosario to the Marine Discovery Center, 

opening the Civilian Conservation Corps 

(C.C.C.) Interpretive Center and having it 



staffed with the Interpretive Specialist, 

volunteers, interns, and occasionally a 

Ranger.   

 

               

                    Skagit Valley College Summer Interns 

 

Needs are great at Deception Pass State 

Park.  The play set at Bowman Bay has met 

its life expectancy but is a huge draw to that 

day use area.  I will be working with DPPF to 



find a grant or funding source to replace this 

piece of equipment.  I have challenged DPPF 

to provide a transportation scholarship to 

assist inner-city or underprivileged schools 

in visiting Deception Pass State Park and 

attending an educational program.   The park 

is in dire need of a store and a welcome 

station, so we are working on a strategy with 

the foundation and the agency to have a 

dual-purpose building at the west beach 

area.  The Sand Dunes Trail needs notable 

repairs, so we are in the early stages of 

permitting and fund acquisition to upgrade 

this trail and protect the 900-year-old 

Douglas Fir Tree on this trail.  The invasive 

Dune Grass is a significant problem in the 



Sand Dunes, so we need a vibrant work party 

program that can constantly work on this 

issue.  Finally, many of the remaining 

interpretive panels, maps, and trails within 

the park need upgrading and/or mapping to 

provide a quality experience in the park. 

 

               

 

The capital projects for the park are a 

complicated process and always require 



priority setting based on immediate and long-

term needs.  Some are not glamorous, when 

we talk about infrastructure improvements 

(water and sewer systems), and others can 

be controversial.  The two projects currently 

on the horizon but will take time are the 

replacement of the docks at Cranberry Lake 

and Bowman Bay.  There will be an 

opportunity for community input to 

determine what the park needs and what the 

community needs. 

 

In closing, the last year has been everything I 

could have hoped for.  The park operations 

were relatively smooth, we completed many 

of the immediate projects identified during 



 

the off season and completed much of the 

identified deferred maintenance.  The 

Deception Pass Park Foundation has all its 

board positions filled and there are many 

exciting prospects moving forward.  I have 

an aggressive plan for the 2018 – 2019 park 

season and I am hoping I can get many 

volunteers, community members, and 

community organizations to be part of these 

exciting opportunities. 

   

 

 

Read on for our creature feature and more!  
 

 

http://


Creature Feature:  

The Northern Flying Squirrel 

by Matt Klope 

 

 

Click on the picture to learn about the Northern Flying Squirrel in Washington at 

the WDFW website! 

   

The other evening I was walking my dog Libby in what my 

kids always called “the dark spooky woods” which could 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=7af968719a&e=e30b5dc5e7


be any forest trail in the park. Anyway, it was just after the 

sunset and out of the corner of my eye I spotted something 

moving strangely downward through the trees. It was 

soaring from tree to tree but not like a bird at all. Once it 

stopped and climbed up a tree I was able to catch a quick 

glimpse of the animal and to my surprise it was a Northern 

flying squirrel. I have seem them before but it was many 

years ago. 

 

These small mammals are light brown in color with pale 

underparts and grow to a length of 10 – 15 inches. They 

are accomplished gliders because they have a membrane 

that stretches from their wrist to their ankle. On the ground 

they are quite clumsy. They feed on a variety of plant 

material as well as tree sap, fungi, insects, carrion, bird 

eggs and nestlings. They mostly breed once a year in a 



tree cavity lined with lichen or other soft material. In the 

winter several squirrels may huddle together in a shared 

nest to keep warm. 

 

                      

            http://newsforsquirrels.blogspot.com/2013/05/why-did-flying-squirrel-cross-road.html 

 

Unlike most other squirrels the flying squirrel is strictly 

nocturnal normally active several hours after sunset and 

just before sunrise. They do not actually fly, they glide 

using a patagium or membrane created by a fold in their 

skin. From the tops of trees, these squirrels can initiate 

http://newsforsquirrels.blogspot.com/2013/05/why-did-flying-squirrel-cross-road.html


glides from a running start. Once in the air they form an 

“X” with their limbs, causing their membrane to stretch 

into a square-like shape and glide down at angles of 30 to 

40 degrees up to 50 to 75 feet long. They can actually 

maneuver in flight to avoid obstacles. Just before reaching 

their landing tree they raise their flattened tails and point 

all their legs forward to create a speed brake to reduce the 

shock of landing. They then run to the back side of the 

landing tree and run up the tree and begin the next soaring 

glide. 

 

This little flier is just one on the many secrete mammals of 

the park. So next time you are in the dark spooky woods 

just after sunset, keep a careful watch for the Northern 

flying squirrel. Here at the park we are very fortunate to 



 

have one of these squirrels prepared as a taxidermy 

specimen at the Discovery Center at Rosario Beach. 

 

 

Summer in review! 

by Lori Maul 

   

Camping and visiting your favorite park is fun!  From 

learning about Rosario tide pools, to humming and toe 

tapping during the American Roots Music Series concerts, 

learning about Gracie the Whale, to joining a summer hike, 

or becoming a Junior Ranger, our summer visitors enjoyed 

lots of interesting and educational activities. 

 



                   

                                 Aggregating anemones at Rosario tide pools 

 

The Deception Pass Park Foundation and its volunteers 

support a wide variety of spring/summer programs at the 

park.  Thousands of people attended and we thought our 

friends and donors might like to see how their support 

made a difference to park guests. 

  



                        

                    Craig Moran from Raptor Life giving a Raptor Presentation 

 

2022 people attended our evening programs such as 

educational presentations, music and newly introduced 

game nights! This included 1280 music lovers who 

attended the summer music series at our newly rebuilt 

Amphitheater at North Beach (Another project funded by 



the you and the Foundation). 

 

                  

Park Manager Jason Armstrong helps a visitor playing this giant Jenga-like game at 

the amphitheater. 

  

484 new Junior Rangers earned their badge at the 



park.   Junior Rangers are taught about respecting nature, 

park safety, natural history, and complete activities in 

order to earn their Junior Ranger badge. 

 

                   

     Nicky Becher inducts the last Jr. Rangers of the summer at the amphitheater. 

 

236 nature lovers went on nature walks this summer.  Most 

of these attended the North Beach hike where explorers 

learned about the natural and cultural features of the Park. 

  



                   

                         School group at the Rosario Tide pools 

 

And lastly, 1763 people visited the CCC Interpretive 

Center; 5505 marine lovers attended sessions at the 

Rosario tidepools; and 1662 people discovered more about 

our local wildlife at the Discovery Center.  

 



 

                   

 

And these are just those our volunteers interacted 

with.  All in all, it was a busy and very successful summer 

program. 

  

 



Keep reading to find out about the Park 100 years 

ago and more!  
 

 

 

Picnic at Rosario Beach! 

 

by Pat Johnson 

 

 

  

Did you get a chance to picnic at Rosario Beach this 

summer? Over a 100 years ago, this area was already 

popular with locals and tourists alike. Long before the CCC 

came to build and shape Deception Pass State park, it was 

a destination for weekly excursions out of Seattle on boats 

http://
http://


 

known as the mosquito fleet. The boat pictured here is the 

sternwheeler Skagit Queen, built in 1898, this photo is 

approximately 1910. Apparently, beach attire for ladies was 

long white dresses with oversized hats! They could stay 

for the day or rent cabins at the Rosario Beach resort. 

Local families came for their own picnics or to pick up 

freight, and often brought items to sell to the visitors. The 

open area in upper left of photo is where the Walla Walla 

marine lab stands today. 

  
  
  

 

 

 

Don't miss State Park Free 

Days! 

   

Washington State Parks has announced the 

following free days, when the Discover Pass will not 

be required to visit a state park in 2018.  

                              

                              Sept. 22 — National Public Lands Day 



 

                              Nov. 11 — Veterans Day 

                              Nov. 23 — Autumn day 

  

Please note, free days apply only to day use (not 

overnight stays or rented facilities), A Discover 

Pass will still be required on these days to access 

lands managed by the Washington State Department 

of Natural Resources and the Washington Department 

of Fish and Wildlife. 

 

Keep reading about how you can help DPPF!  
 

 

  

Volunteer opportunities! 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=9236802ff4&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=9236802ff4&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=57722972f1&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=57722972f1&e=e30b5dc5e7
http://


 

Have you ever considered volunteering at 

Deception Pass State Park? There are a variety of 

ways that you can be involved, here are just a few: 

 

*Adopt a Trail: agree to walk a trail every couple 

weeks, look for issues. 

 

*Beach Naturalist Program: training every spring for 

Rosario tide pool activities, which continue all 

summer. 

 

*Bowmans Bay Holiday: help with family fun in 

December - crafts, music, lights! 

 

*Discovery Center at Rosario: we need 

docents/interpreters for this center. Also a new 

Interpretive Center opening next year at Bowmans! 

This historical center will need a dedicated staff to 

cover its hours. 



 

 

*Special Events: annual First Day hike, 

amphitheater programs, interpretive walks, 

merchandise sales at events. 

 

Stay tuned! New docent/interpretive opportunities 

coming soon. 

 

Contact us for more information (and please put 

volunteer in the subject line): 

 

Deceptionpassfoundation@gmail.com 

  

 

 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=268dc3cb31&e=e30b5dc5e7


 

  

DPPF WISH LIST 

 

Want to help older household items and 

equipment be re-used and have a new life? 

 

DPPF can help! 

 

Contact us if you have any items you think may be 

useful that you can give as in In-Kind donation.  

  

 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=1e89506528&e=e30b5dc5e7


Puzzle!  

Can you unscramble these words? 
   

 

Park Residents 

 

1. CSEAHYTROECRT 

2. KMNI 

3. AEBREV 

4. EEB 

5. TAB 

6. WLO 

7. RDEE 

8. IOBNR 

9. LEAEG 



10. AIRBTB 

11. OCEYTO 

12. REAIRRH 

13. LUSIQRER 

14. OEOGS 

15. TRTYBEFUL 

16. IUKNMCPH 

17. DOOWEKRECP 

18. GURIMNDHBMI 

 
Answers below picture 

 

 



 

 
Answers: Oystercatcher, mink, beaver, bee, bat, owl, deer, robin, eagle, rabbit, 
coyote, harrier, squirrel, goose, butterfly, chipmunk, woodpecker, hummingbird  

 
    

 

 

Follow us on Facebook!  
 

 

 

 

Learn more on our website!  
 

 

    

 

Copyright © 2018 Deception Pass Park Foundation, All rights reserved. 

 

DPPF Mission: 

To encourage general awareness and further public education 

in an effort to promote the responsible use and protection of the 

park and its cultural, recreational, historical and natural 

resources. 

 

Our mailing address is:  

41020 State Route 20 

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

Phone: (360) 675-3767 ext. 226 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.  
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