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An Enduring Legacy 

 

Deception Pass State Park owes a lot to the men of the 

Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC).  At the height of the 

Great Depression, CCC members built many of the park’s 

trails, roads and iconic structures using little more than 

their own hands and rudimentary tools.  They felled trees 

and gathered granite, and then converted these raw 

materials into guard rails, benches, kitchen shelters, 

washrooms, and caretaker houses.  Their work can be seen 

in the park to this day.  

 

The CCC was as much a story of teamwork among young 

men as it was an extraordinary example of effective 

government action.  President Roosevelt proposed the 

program shortly after being inaugurated.  Senate Bill S.598 

was submitted to Congress on March, 27
th
, 1933.  It was 

passed by both houses and signed by Roosevelt in 4 days.  

Four Cabinet Departments (War, Labor, Agriculture, and 

Interior) jointly supervised the program and mobilized 

250,000 men at 1,463 camps throughout the nation within 

months. 

 

My own presence at this park can be traced to the CCC.  

The Deception Pass Park Foundation hired me to perform 

interpretive work at the park through AmeriCorps, a 

program based on the structure and principles of the CCC.     

I won’t be building any log cabins and thankfully I won’t 

be living in a barrack, but I hope to do my part to preserve 

and build upon the legacy that they left behind. 

 

For those of you who aren’t familiar with the story of the 

“Three C’s,” the CCC Interpretive Center at Bowman Bay 

is a great place to get started.  The center, which will 

reopen in the spring, has artifacts and historic information 

about the Corps’ presence in Washington.  If you’re  

 

 

 
 

interested in learning more about CCC work at Deception 

Pass, the 4 new interpretive signs at the Cornet Bay Retreat 

Center will highlight the accomplishments of Camp 266, 

which operated on the Whidbey Island side of the park.  

The Retreat Center will reopen in March. 

 

 
Establishing Camp 266 at Cornet Bay (1930s) 

 

 
Raising the plate log on a caretaker’s residence (1930s) 
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Ongoing and Future Projects 
 

 The Deception Pass Park Foundation website 

(deceptionpassfoundation.org) is undergoing a major 

overhaul.  The new site will include lots of great info about 

the Foundation and the park, ways to get involved, tide 

info, a gift shop, and a lot more.  It’ll be up and running in 

a couple of weeks. 

 

 The new park orientation maps are headed to the 

printing stage.  Due to popular demand, trail names will be 

included.  The maps will be printed on 27 x 27 inch metal 

signs and posted on park kiosks this spring.  Thank you to 

everyone who provided feedback.  The brochure version is 

now in process… 

 

 Four interpretive panels detailing the presence of the 

Civilian Conservation Corps at Cornet Bay are headed to 

printing.  They will be installed around the Retreat Center 

in March. 

  

 Jack and I are working together to develop a passport-

type scavenger hunt activity to encourage visitors to check 

out some of the oft-neglected areas of the park.  (Have you 

ever been to Ginnett?  Or the bog on Hoypus Hill?)  The 

details are still being hammered out, but the end product 

may involve smartphones… 
 

 A Boy Scout in Oak Harbor has graciously agreed to 

take on the construction of new benches for our 

amphitheater as an Eagle Project. This will be a BIG 

undertaking. If you know of a business or individual that 

might be willing to donate materials or money to this 

project, please contact me.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Last summer’s interpretive intern, Rick Columbo, dropped by the park 

and helped install a sign to alert visitors to the Upland Interpretive Trail, 

which often goes unnoticed. 
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Become a Beach Naturalist! 
 

Every spring and summer thousands of visitors and dozens 

of school groups come to see the tide pools at Rosario 

Beach.  It’s exciting to have so many people interested in 

marine ecology, but high visitation rates make preserving 

this fragile ecosystem a challenge.  The Beach Naturalist 

Program is a collaboration between Washington State 

University, Island County Extension and Deception Pass 

designed to promote education and conservation at the 

Rosario Beach Tide Pools.  If you like people, enjoy being 

on the beach, and are passionate about marine education; 

consider becoming a Beach Naturalist. 

Training sessions start in March.  To register, or for more 

information, contact Interpretive Services. 

 

Park Fact of the Month 
 

Several gun mounts along North Beach are among the 

only remaining evidence of the nearly 60 year period when 

Deception Pass was a military reservation.  The land given 

to the Washington State Parks system in 1925 and 

developed by the Civilian Conservation Corps during the 

1930s.  

 

Congratulations Let! 
 

Let Curvers of Anacortes correctly guessed the location of 

last month’s “Where in the Park?” photo contest.  The 

picture was taken at the top of Ginnett Hill from the old 

homestead site.  Thank you to everyone that participated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Trips at Deception Pass 
 

Tide pool season is fast approaching.  Although high tides 

are currently obscuring the tide pools at Rosario Beach 

during the day, come spring they'll be back in the sun.  

Classes have already begun making reservations, so contact 

us soon to ensure a day with a low tide. 

 

Of course tide pools aren't all that Deception Pass has to 

offer.  We've also got beaches, sand dunes, tide pools, old 

growth forests and freshwater lakes.  You couldn't ask for 

a better outdoor classroom. 

 

If you are a teacher or know a class interested in taking a 

field trip to Deception Pass State Park, please contact 

Interpretive Services to schedule a visit. 

 

 

An Early Bloomer! 

 

 
 

Even in the middle of winter, life abounds at Deception 

Pass!  I happened upon this Common Stork’s Bill 

(Erodium cicutarium) flower near the old ferry launch on  

Hoypus Point while I was working on the park map 

 


