
  

   

 

Welcome to the Current! 

   

Well, there has been a lot of wind, rain, and even snow 

this February, and we are looking forward to hopefully a 

bit sunnier March!   Each month we will be having a get 



 

to know us section, and this month is Cindy Elliser, 

DPPF Secretary.  Ranger Rick shares some amazing 

stories from wind and snow events during the past 28 

years, and of course more information on many exciting 

up-coming events.  

 

We have had a couple nice days so far in March which 

we hope will continue.  Read on and then get out and 

enjoy the Park!   

 

 

  

Meet DPPF Secretary: Cindy Elliser 



 

1. How are you involved with Deception Pass 

State Park?    

  

When my family and I were deciding whether to move to 

Anacortes from Port St. Lucie, Florida (about an hour north of 

West Palm Beach) in 2013, we investigated what was around 

the area.  Of course one of the first things that came up was 

Deception Pass Bridge and Deception Pass State Park.  We 

loved the idea of such an amazing natural wonder in our back 

yard, and it was one of the many reasons we decided to move 

across the country. 

 



                            

We have enjoyed the views from above and below the bridge, 

the beaches, and the trails, but in 2017 I had the opportunity 

to become more directly involved with the Park.  As a marine 

mammologist and educator I have been in contact with many 

environmental and educational groups over the past 4 years 

and so became connected to Deception Pass Park 

Foundation (DPPF).  When asked if I would like to join the 

board in 2017, I jumped at the chance to become involved in 

supporting this amazing Park, and specifically the 

educational programs.  I support the Park as a board member 

and Secretary of DPPF. 

  



 

2. What do you (as a volunteer, Board member, 

Staff member) that helps make the Park better 

for the next visitor? 

  

As a board member I am here to support DPPF’s mission of 

‘resource protection through education’.  Education has been 

a huge part of my career as a marine 

mammologist.  Research and education go hand in hand, and 

I love teaching others about marine mammals and their 

environment through presentations to all ages ranging from 

pre-K students all the way to retirement communities.  With 

DPPF I have enjoyed giving presentations about my work 

with Pacific Mammal Research at many educational events in 

the Park. What better back drop to have than Deception Pass 

to talk about marine mammals and the marine environment?  



 

                       

 

As a board member I am able to help support, enhance and 

grow the educational opportunities available in the Park.  We 

support many of the educational programs/events such as 

interpretive programs, the Discovery Center, educational field 

trips, educational presentations, Beach Naturalists, and more 

that you can enjoy in the beautiful setting of Deception Pass 



State Park.  Of course it is wonderful for visitors to just enjoy 

the beauty of the Park, but to give them some interesting and 

important information about the Park, the animals and the 

environment is a vital part of the experience, and makes it 

that much more enjoyable.  I believe someone should come 

to the Park, have a wonderful time and learn something new – 

that is a complete experience.  Hopefully that knowledge gets 

shared with others, having the bonus effect of educating 

beyond the borders of the Park itself, creating awareness and 

interest in the amazing nature around us.  I hope that 

everyone that comes to the Park enjoys the educational 

opportunities supported by DPPF and makes their experience 

better every time they come. 

 



                  

                    

 

 

3. Can you share a memory of a Park visit that 

stands out to you? 

  

Though I have many memories of the Park one that is most 

recent sticks out in my mind.  Just 2-3 weeks ago during one 

of the many windy days we have had this winter I took my 

son, dogs and camera over to West Beach.  I had heard of the 

waves getting pretty big there, and thought it would be a 



good day to check it out.  We were not disappointed! The 

waves were crashing on the rocks, creating amazing scenes 

as the sun started to set.  I am always drawn to the ocean, 

and seeing the power of the waves never gets old.  I enjoyed 

seeing my son amazed by the crashing waves, laughing and 

running, the dogs enjoying the smells of the beach, and 

getting to document the beauty and power of the ocean with 

my camera; all of this just 20 minutes from home, what can 

be better? 

  

             

  



 

 

4. What is your favorite plant or animal within 

the Park? 

 

 

While this animal isn’t technically IN the Park, it is in the 

waters that surround it and you can view it from many points 

on land in the Park.  I am a bit biased, as this animal is the 

main marine mammal we study at Pacific Mammal Research, 

but the harbor porpoise is my favorite.  It is an often over-

looked species due to its small size, quick surfacings and 

lack of overtly distinct markings.  Blink and you may miss it, 

in fact this ‘fluke print’ may be all you see after something 

catches your eye on the water. 

 



         

 

They are definitely shy, and not as flashy as their dolphin 

cousins (porpoises and dolphins are in different taxonomic 

families). But if you take some time, especially from places 

like Rosario Head in the Park, you can see these amazing 

animals milling around, feeding and sometimes even 

something more exciting like wake riding.  They are present 

year-round (with some seasonal fluctuations in how many), 

so you may spot them anytime of the year.  Look for a glint of 

sunlight – often seen when the sun reflects off the water as 

they surface.  They are also famously (or infamously) known 

as puffing pigs – they breathe pretty loudly at times, so keep 



your ears open and you may just hear them before you see 

them!   

 

          

 

They are one of the most abundant marine mammals in the 

Salish Sea, so don’t miss out on seeing this awesome, lesser-

known animal.  If you want to learn more about this species, 

and check out the photo-ID work PacMam is conducting (see 



picture below of 'Tadpole') please visit www.pacmam.org for 

more information and a short video! 

 

           

   

 

 

 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=9d2684ec60&e=e30b5dc5e7


 

5. What is you most favorite spot in the Park, or 

what is your favorite thing to do in the Park??  

 

There are many great places, but my favorite is Rosario 

Head.  So you probably see from the answer above one 

reason would be that you can see harbor porpoises from the 

bluff there. But probably my most favorite thing in the park is 

the Rosario tide pools.  I have always loved tide pools, the 

amazing things you can see – chitons, barnacles, 

nudibranchs, starfish, sea cucumbers, crabs, fish, anemones, 

and so much more!  It is like having your own little marine 

microcosm to look at and learn about.  The Rosario tide pools 

are exceptional and a great educational opportunity for 

everyone.  During low-tide events there are also volunteers, 

Beach Naturalists (see section below in the Newsletter if you 



 

are interested in joining!), who are there and are trained to 

help educate visitors on what is there, and also proper tide 

pool etiquette (we want to keep the tide pools healthy and 

happy!).  What can be more fun than exploring and learning 

about the marine world, right in your own back yard? 

   

          

 

 



Read on for more about the amazing wind and snow 

stories in the Park!  
 

 

 

Big wind storms and 

snow events  

 

By Ranger Rick 

 

 

http://
http://


I’ve been quite blessed to have spent a near 28 years at 

Deception Pass now, and in that time, I have seen some 

spectacular wind events I’d like to share with you.  

 

The first event I truly remember was on December 28th, 1990. 

That day brought a wind storm with 52mph winds and it was 

quite a unique circumstance. The first ingredient of 

peculiarity was that it had rained for 2 months straight. I can 

remember the area in the beginning of December looking like 

an Arctic tundra- everything had frozen over.  So as it stands, 

the soil the root balls these trees sat in might have almost 

looked like soup. Consequently, the winds that day came 

from the Northeast out of the Frazier River Valley. This aspect 

was like pulling out the most unstable Jenga piece. Trees in 

this area frequently adapt to winds from the South or 

Southeast. So there sat these trees in unsettled soil under 



frozen ground with strong winds they are not adapted to 

withstand. The Park lost over 6,000 trees that day under these 

conditions spanning from the lower, middle and back loop 

campgrounds as well as North Beach and Goose Rock area. 

Tremendous blow down. I came back to survey the Park and 

all its damage; the restroom located in middle loop 

campground seemed to be the epicenter of downed trees. To 

the East of this restroom, there exists a Cedar tree with three 

forks in its canopy. One of those forks had fallen off during 

the storm and had crushed the roof of this restroom. We had 

Douglas Firs crisscrossed with Western Hemlocks that had 

blown over from 27 feet in the air (I remember measuring that 

in awe). What a chore to clear out trees this size!  

 

January 20th, 1993 brought yet another memorable storm to 

the Park, with sustained winds at 52mph. The power had 



been out in Bowman Bay for 5 days, and out to the South of 

the island for 7. Cold things were kept cold with just the lid 

on a cooler, and frozen things were simply placed atop a 

picnic bench outside. Winter brings very little energy to the 

people, but I remember my 4 daughters and I had a little fire 

insert going and we surrounded it with couches and sleeping 

bags. Those 5 days were enjoyed with plenty of hot cocoa, 

tea, and of course, plenty of chicken Lipton soup- the favorite 

for everyone.  

 

Imagine a snow storm where the glow of the moon can carry 

you through the night. Such a moon added ambience on the 

storm lasting for December 27th and 28th of 1996, in which 

the Park received 3 feet of snow at Bowman Bay. Compared 

to the 6-8 inches that area could typically experience, this 

could have proved quite a predicament if the Park was 



open.  My daughters and I seemed to make the most of it. We 

made a sled run from the hill at the entrance gate, making a 

run around the corner at the three-way stop sign, and 

envisioned heading towards the boat launch at Bowman Bay 

that storm. Our sleds, however, did not share that same 

dream. Both the red flyer and a blue plastic sled, once towed 

behind our boat, were completely useless in reaching our 

desired finish line. 7-year old’s can me more inventive than 

most toy producing companies, and my daughter, Katie, was 

no exception. She first cut a garbage can liner and tapped it 

around the edge of a cardboard box. Then, cut holes as a 

lookout to add the thrilling feeling similar to a soap box derby 

car. I tell you, her sled was the fastest of any sled we had 

bought! I of course admired her, and I do even to this day. 

Her older sisters on the other hand, were anxious to test its 

limits and inevitably ran it into retirement. But couldn’t have 



been happier with a snow storm. Among sledding and the 

game of Chicken and the Fox, we would only break for lunch 

and changing into dry clothes. And we stayed out for hours 

with aid from that glowing moon. 

  

December 15th, 2000 brought bittersweet results from its 

storm. 52mph winds wiped out many trees and two days of 

our power, but I was gifted with my Christmas tree. So many 

Sitka Spruce trees had gone down in that storm. Now Sitka 

Spruce trees, as I’m sure many of you know, have quite sharp 

needles. This aids in retaining their water. There were many 

tops of Sitka Spruce’s downed and I chose one to host our 

presents that year. My wife would always be in charge of 

wrapping the lights, but the addition of thick work gloves was 

a necessity this year. It was more than an interesting 

experience.  



 

December 14th, 2006, middle loop restroom had its roof 

smashed in yet again by winds from the Southeast at a 

gentler 35mph. It cannot escape the fallen debris.  

 

“The Great Coastal Gail”: four days of a wind storm brought 

another severe loss of trees from December 1st-4th, 2007. 

2,500 trees were lost, with no help to the root rot later found. 

Now in 1990, a wind storm like this took almost a month and 

a half to clean up. Astonishing as it may sound, this storm 

took 3 months before the Park could open again. We had 

more equipment, but we were not prepared and did not have 

the man power like we had in the past.  

 

Although December seems like such a waning month for 

trees in the Park, August of 2015 proved we should always 



stay on our toes. The Park was closed through Labor Day 

that year. Rangers did such a fine job responding as they 

quickly reacted and cleared out campers to move them to 

West Beach and Cornet Bay marine area. The campers loved 

those 54mph winds and said they had a great time. This was 

topped off in that we had no injuries or property damage. 

Yes, that restroom roof went unharmed.  

 

I’ll end with a story from an Easter Sunday. I cannot seem to 

remember the date, but the day itself is hard to forget. I had 

just come back to Bowman Bay from an Easter mass in my 

best attire- cream colored slacks completed the outfit. When I 

arrived, I had seen the area was hit hard by a wind storm. I 

was memorized by a swinging limb from a Douglas Fir until I 

watched it swing towards my face and broke my nose. Oh, it 

hit me in my Sunday best! I went straight for the campground 



 

and had cleared almost every camp site- all but site #282. The 

man was concerned about saving his belongings in his RV 

and persistently wanted to stay. He also had his blue pick-up 

with a canopy and row boat across in #281. After the back 

and forth of an attempt to persuade him with my bloody nose 

and Sunday best, a large Grand Fir tree, in the circumference 

of 3’, blew over and crushed his truck. He looked at me and 

said “I’m leaving.” Next time, of course, I would grab a hard 

hat. But that was the last I wore those cream-colored slacks, 

on account of the blood that had dripped from my nose.  

 

What a place to see adventure, yet with trees who would love 

to stay, and a bathroom that gets a new roof every few years. 

   

                

 

 



 

Don't miss State Park Free 

Days! 

   

Washington State Parks has announced the 

following free days, when the Discover Pass will not 

be required to visit a state park in 2018.  

                   

                              March 19 — State Park’s 105th birthday 

                              April 14  — Spring day 

                              April 22 — Earth Day 

                              June 2 — National Trails Day 

                              June 9 — National Get Outdoors Day 

                              June 10 — Fishing Day 

                              Aug. 25 — National Park Service 102nd Birthday 

                              Sept. 22 — National Public Lands Day 

                              Nov. 11 — Veterans Day 

                              Nov. 23 — Autumn day 

  

Please note, free days apply only to day use (not 

overnight stays or rented facilities), A Discover 

Pass will still be required on these days to access 



 

lands managed by the Washington State Department 

of Natural Resources and the Washington Department 

of Fish and Wildlife. 

 

Keep reading about how you can help DPPF!  
 

 

 

Help DPPF! 

 
 
 

Giving Wall 

  

We are looking forward to the summer programs this 

year at our new Deception Pass Amphitheater Stage.  

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=96232d5ca6&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=96232d5ca6&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=dc4466c906&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=dc4466c906&e=e30b5dc5e7
http://


 

We are in the final stages but need YOUR help in 

completing it!  There is still time to donate and have 

your name on the "Giving Wall" on the back of the 

stage.  

 

There are various sized plaques to recognize our 

generous supporters. To have your name added to this 

permanent place of honor you can send a donation by 

mail, on our website, or our gofundme campaign.  

  

Donate your skills and talents   

 

Do you want to get involved and help the Foundation 

help the Park? We’d love to get you involved even if it’s 

just for a few hours. There are a variety of 

opportunities. The Beach Naturalist program is just 

getting started (see below). The Foundation is looking 

for a Treasurer. If you have any experience as a 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=4bc6f26d39&e=e30b5dc5e7
https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=4124b00014&e=e30b5dc5e7


 

fundraiser or website developer, please call us!!  For 

more information, call Matt Klope at 360-672-5100 or 

Dan Maul at 425-652-2498.    

 

  

DPPF WISH LIST 

 

Want to help older household items and 

equipment be re-used and have a new life? 

 

DPPF can help! 

 

Contact us if you have any of the following you can 

give as in In-Kind donation (or have any other times 

you think may be useful!): 

  

2 Laptop computers 

Microsoft Office suite software 

Flat screen TVs 

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=c77d16af46&e=e30b5dc5e7


  

Learn about upcoming local events, read on!  
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Upcoming events! 
 

 
   

 
   

 



Friends of Skagit Beaches 

2018 Lecture Series - this Friday!! 

   

The Salish Sea: Where it is - How  it works - 

Who uses it - What it means 

  

How do you go about naming three interconnected 

bodies of water that encompass 7,000 square miles and 

span an international border.  Marine biologist, Dr. Bert 

Webber, Prof. Emeritus Environmental Science, WWU, 

Huxley College; Founding Fellow WWU Salish Sea Inst., 

answers that question! The unique estuary ecosystem 

made up of Puget Sound the Strait of Juan de Fuca, and 

the Strait of Georgia needed a distinct name that could 

unify efforts to protect and restore these bodies of 

water and reflect the region’s indigenous history. 

 

Friday, March 16, 7:00 pm.  



NW Ed. Services Bldg., 1601 R Ave., Anacortes. 

 

 Lectures are free and open to the public. 

Sponsored by Friends of Skagit Beaches, 

http://skagitbeaches.org. For more info. contact: 

Matt Kerschbaum: cherrytree2@comcast.net.  

https://deceptionpassfoundation.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d81a3c45d461206564b38836e&id=8adab2352f&e=e30b5dc5e7
mailto:cherrytree2@comcast.net


 

 

 

  

 
    



 

 

Follow us on Facebook!  
 

 

 

 

Learn more on our website!  
 

 

    

 

Copyright © 2018 Deception Pass Park Foundation, All rights reserved. 

 

Our mailing address is:  

41020 State Route 20 

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

Phone: (360) 675-3767 ext. 226 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.  
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