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This monthly update is sent to folks who
have expressed an interest in keeping in
touch with what is happening or in the
planning stages at Deception Pass State
Park.

We are grateful to have you welcome
us into your inbox.

If you are not interested in receiving
these monthly updates, please reply to this
message and let me know. We have no
intention of sending emails that you do not
wish to receive.

If you wish to communicate at anytime
with me or other park staff, please email,
call, or visit us. This park is your park.

Park Manager
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-675-3767 ext. 26
jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ©

Deception Pass
State Park Staff:

Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Rick Blank, Asst. Manager
Darlene Clark, Sr. Park Aide
Rick Colombo, Park Aide
Doug DeYoung, Maintenance
Jackie French, Naturalist
Todd Harris, Maintenance
Jack Hartt, Park Manager
Jeri Lancaster, Office Asst.
Mark Lunz, Maintenance
Truly McCone, Ranger
Montana Napier, Naturalist
Paige Ritterbusch, Ranger
Bill Ruh, Sr. Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Jason Stapert, Ranger
Bryce Watkinson, Ranger
Marv Wold, Maintenance

Love.
Apart from love, our busy lives and longings are

empty and lonely. This park is blessed to be loved by
so many, deeply from the hearts of those who have
in turn felt the gift of love that the park returns in
its own ways. The gifts of quiet, of storm and shak-
ing, of sunshine and shadow, of striking beauty,
constantly changing yet constantly always here,
with pathways and possibilities wide open.

Like a lover, it is easy to take for granted, and we
eventually realize it is far better to invest time and
energy to get closer and in turn share the experi-
ence of personal intimacy and relationship.

This issue of the Current is dedicated to those
who care for the park in so many ways, represented
here by many who have given an afternoon, a week-
end, or hundreds of hours throughout the year to

improve the park or a visitor’s experience in some
way.

These gifts of time and energy are valued far be-
yond the gifts of time all of you have given. They
impact the lives of visitors for memories that will
last their lifetimes. They impact the health and safe-
ty and opportunities available at this park. And they
protect and continue the life of the natural land all
around us, a part of our home, our planet, the space
we share with people of all ages, all faiths or no
faith, all colors and cultures and characters.

Only in love, with open arms and caring hearts,
can we make our land a better place for those who
will come after us. Their future is in our hands. Are
our hands open? What possibilities await as we see
with hope and not hate, faith and not fear.

With love.

What color is Your Heart?

Cover photo collage by
Jan Kocian



Deception Pass State Park Current       page 3     February 2017

HOW many hours of volunteer service?!

We love our volunteers. And
the park loves the 13,000 hours
they invested into making park
visitors have a better experience,
campers feel more welcomed, and
our trails and facilities more use-
able.

Thirteen thousand hours –
that’s a big gift to the park and to
visitor experiences.

Over 7000 of those hours came
from several dozen camp hosts
who stay in our campgrounds to
greet visitors, answer questions
and meet routine needs, and also
maintain the campsites and near-
by park grounds. Several of our
hosts return every year, having
proven their dedication to the
park and to service to our guests.

Thanks to the support of the
Deception Pass Park Foundation
and our AmeriCorps members,
our park’s education efforts pro-
vided over 2500 hours of inter-
pretive services.

The most hours?
By a group, Secret Harbor con-

tributed over a 1000 hours, the
Environmental Adventure School
nearly 400, our Beach Naturalists

over 250, and SWITMO well over
200.

Not counting hosts or Ameri-
Corps interns, our top volunteer
for hours recorded was Amos
Almy, with nearly 300 hours; then
the trails duo of Gene Earnest at
166 and Bob Blunk at well over
100.

Here are the groups and indi-
viduals who have their names re-
corded in our volunteer records
this year:

Almy, Amos
Arguijo, Carolyn
Beach Naturalists
Becker, Donna
Becker, Steve
Blunk, Bob

Bowman Bay Holiday
Broerman, Chris
BSA Troop 325
BSA Troop 4059
BSA Troop 4061 & 4363

BSA Troop 4063
BSA Troop 4070
BSA Troop 520
Chester, Curt
Chester, Liz
Columbo, Rick
Cooper, Hollan
Cooper, Warren
Cub Scout Pack 4059
Dowdy, Jerry

Earnest, Gene
Environmental Adventure Sch.
FACNW-B64 Whidbey
Gallegos, Jacob
Garretson, Leah
Garretson, Robert
Gum, Barry
Gum, Pat
Hart, Kevin
Hicks, Sandra
Hicks, William
Hope Island Weed Removal Party

Huttunen, Patricia
Johnson, Jill
Kempbell, Sammye
Lake Monitoring
Lang, Ash
LDS Machias Youth Group
MacKenzie, Steve
McCartney, Kit
McCartney, Pat
MLK Day of Service
Mulcahy, Deb
Mulchay, Pete
Myers, Richard
Napier, Montana
Nootenboom, Mary
Parris, Alis
Parris, Louis
Peebles, Tom
Peterson, Rena
Reed, Krestine
Reid, Barbara
Reid, Dallas
Rose, Maddie
Roy, Kathleen
Saks, Dominique
Schellenbach, Marijke
Schellenbach, Tony
Schmidt, Terry
Schreiber, Jack
Schreiber, Jennifer
Secret Harbor
Shaw, Michael
Sheperd, Doug
Sound Water Stewards
Stroud, Patricia
Stroud, Robert
SWITMO
Thompson, Carol
Thompson, Ron
Tunstall, Linda
Tunstall, Paul
Udd, Duane
Underdown, Jon
VAQ-131
VAQ-134 Seat Shop
Veltkamp, Victor
WASAC LDS Church
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Maddie Rose, a Special Award!
Here is one volunteer who you may find volunteering

just about anywhere in our communities, at the hospi-
tal, at Fix-it Days, for porpoise research, helping gather
fishing line, and so much more.

She can be also found dependably here in the park
every month of the year, teaching kids about tidepools,
or families about whales, or opening the doors of the
Discovery Center at Rosario, or selling popcorn at an
evening program at the amphitheater, or guiding visi-
tors to the Bowman Bay Holiday, or helping in many
other ways.

Maddie was just honored by the Washington State
Parks and Recreation Commission as an honorable fin-
isher in our Volunteer of the Year awards for the entire
state of Washington. And no wonder. Her ever present
smile and never ending wish to make the park a better
place and share stories about the park can never be for-
gotten. When there is a need, Maddie seems to be there
to make a difference.

Congratulations Maddie Rose! And thank you.

With the Tursi Trail just a few months old, and well
off the beaten path, I was flabbergasted to find that
someone with no apparent education had spray paint-
ed mindless words at the quarry and again a few hun-
dred yards further along the trail.

Graffiti is rarely found in the park, and we take
special efforts to remove it whenever we see it. This
time, hard-working park volunteer Pete Pohl took on
the task of removing the graffiti, and over the course
of a couple hours and lots of elbow grease, the results
are very positive. Thank you Pete!

I just cannot fathom how anyone could think that
spraying paint on the rocks along a marvelous trail in
the park is anything but reprehensible and criminal
behavior.

Pete Pohl Cleans …. [insert
appropriate word]

Maddie teaching visitors about the
gray whale skull.

Before and after photos by Pete Pohl.
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By Montana Napier

“Everybody can be great, be-
cause everybody can serve.” Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.

A big thank you to everyone
who served on MLK Day! I am so
happy you found the opportunity
to volunteer at Deception Pass
State Park, and I am thrilled that
you chose to help restore Rosario’s
health! It made my day – week
even! – to see everyone come to-
gether and do something great for
our environment.

On January 16th, fifty-five peo-
ple decided to wake up early, wear
sturdy boots, don work gloves, and
pull ivy to save the native plants at
Rosario on their “day off.” Though,
to celebrate the life and legacy of
Dr. King, MLK Day is in fact a day

ON. It is a day dedicated to unity,
volunteer efforts, and service. And
boy was I proud to see Park sup-
porters donate their time and en-
ergy to this project, trying their
best to leave Rosario in better con-
dition than when they’d arrived.

After two hours of hard work
and ivy pulling, girdling, and haul-
ing, we’d cleared enough English
ivy to fill the one-ton pickup truck
not once, but TWICE. Two hauls-
worth of ivy went straight into the

burn pit, and Rosario’s native
plants rejoiced in their newfound
freedom – or at least I imagine the
plants felt relief. Before, some
were completely cloaked in their
invasive villain, unable to reach
their maximum photosynthesis ca-
pacity. Until now – great work!

MLK Day: a Day off Service
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Jackie French will be joining Montana for the
next six months as an AmeriCorps interpreter.
We hope to have her starting this month.

Here is her story in her own words.

I believe I am just a Florida girl who decided
to change her life and love every second of it.
Someone once told me not to be scared to walk
alone, and to not be scared to like it; it led me to
realize our mind and our thoughts have the
power to create a positive life. Although one
may be skeptical in read-
ing further into this cliche
demeanor, rest assured I
am described as being a
happy hippie by people
other than my parents. I
am frequently laughing or
smiling, proudly referred
to as ‘the whale nerd’, and
I have learned there is a
difference between love
and passion in what you
do.

I ended up accidental-
ly chasing after my pas-
sion after college. I
graduated from the Uni-
versity of South Florida in
the winter of 2013 with my
bachelor’s degree in biolo-
gy with aspirations to be-
come a marine biologist.
Along with many others in
my generation, my dream
career has been to model after the late Steve
Irwin. I began to dream of teaching any one who
would listen about the beauty of wildlife crea-
tures and what they mean for this world.

I soon found out that my need of human in-
teractions precedes the main duty of perform-
ing research that my dream career in marine
biology would provide. I therefore proceeded
towards a career I still loved, but deemed as
more practical, and was rewarded with accep-
tance into a doctorate program for physical
therapy beginning in September of 2014.

Given I had a free summer before the gruel-
ing years began, I decided to tackle one daunt-
ing bucket list item in lieu of my great uncle’s
recent passing, which proved those lists were
not just for my indolent belief in lasting immor-
tality. After looking at my number one item, it
felt just as grandiose and unattainable as when I

wrote it. To immerse myself in Alaska with more
than a visit or vacation was, in fact, daunting,
but I no longer wanted my dreams to fester on a
page, so I decided to look for seasonal work in
Alaska.

I was offered a naturalist position for a
whale watching company and kept the theme of
being bold with purpose by accepting the posi-
tion that started in four days time. To state it
was unknown territory for me is an understate-
ment, seeing as I had never worked on a boat,
had no knowledge about whales or especially

orcas outside growing up
near a theme park that had
them, and never had to ex-
perience weather colder
than 70 degrees longer than
a week.

Not only was I fitting in
like a glove, but passion ex-
uded out of my body like
lava. And one day, twelve
hours into my sixteen hour
work day, I realized I was
feeling like a starter edition
of Steve Irwin when I
turned around to the sec-
ond batch of 140 cruise ship
passengers I had the privi-
lege of teaching that day.
Delirious feelings were a
part of the job, but I knew
even after becoming well
rested that I deserved to
keep this passion in a ca-

reer that would make up a main part of my life.
I also realized there is a choice to keep pas-

sion in an unknown realm rather than love and
known stability in another. I not only learned
more about humpback whales and taught oth-
ers about them, but got close to individual
whales from learning their names and personal-
ities. And with that, I deferred my offer into the
doctorate program to continue teaching others
about wildlife they would never know about in
an area of the world I also did not expect to
learn about and love, which was the humpback
whales’ mating grounds of Hawaii.

Therefore, I would describe myself as genu-
ine and jovial, composed in times of change. I
relate fictionally to Pam Beasley based off my
vast knowledge on The Office, an avid hiker, al-
though slow with the new concept of moun-
tains, passionate to learn, accomplished
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beginner status in sailing and swing dance, and I hold
a deep love for my family.

I am most excited to show off the park’s whale
skull, to inspire students to learn more about wildlife
and the outdoors, and to be back in the atmosphere
the Pacific Northwest provides. From this job, I hope
to gain a new positive and supportive networking
community, as well as professional experience in co-
ordinating programs for education in order to grow
in a career with state parks. Given this, I also wish to
provide hope to kids from my experience that the
wilderness is an exciting place to grow up loving and
learning from to possibly make a positive impact in
their future.

I sincerely look forward to meeting all of you in
this new journey ahead and grateful to become a part
of this community.

Jackie French

Ground for Stage has
been broken!

That’s an odd phrase, actually; you can’t ‘break’
ground, but our staff have begun to lay out the foun-
dation for the new stage at the park amphitheater.

The Deception Pass Park Foundation has received
enough donations to get us started. The ground work
will take a few weeks, and then begins the work of
finding the right logs to create natural posts for each

corner, then raising the posts and back wall of the
stage itself.

The design of the stage will provide a professional
setting for educational programs and musical perfor-
mances. The appearance reflects the natural feel of
the beach and forest, with exposed aggregate walk-
ways and stage and the large Douglas Fir posts hold-
ing up natural wood beams.

If we raise enough funds we can see the stage
near completion before summer!

Giving tree
The back side of the stage will honor all of the do-

nors who have contributed significantly to the ef-
forts. We have a handful already who have donated
from $100 up to $1000 or more.

We will honor each of these donors with plaques
that will be showcased on the back side of the stage,
our Giving Wall to thank everyone who contributes
either through financial gifts or gifts in kind.

I am looking forward to see how many names will
be there.
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On a wet and windy Sunday in January, members
of the Samish Indian Nation joined with the Orca
Network and others to say goodbye to three special
orca whales who recently passed away.

This was also “Treaty Day”, when the Samish tribe
celebrates their recognition by the nation of the
United States.

Rosie Cayou helped organize the event. She want-
ed to honor "our granny J-2, who has given us so
much joy and her gentle soul will always be remem-
bered”, she said.

“She loved to be sang to, breaching for us on our
last and final visit to our Matriarch of the Salish Sea.
We are also honoring all other pods that have suc-
cumbed to starvation.”

Tribal members led several songs and prayers in
the shelter at West Beach, then a procession of blan-
keted men and women walked to the Salish Sea to
offer a gift of salmon as a thank you and in remem-
brance of our brothers and sisters in the sea.

Afterward, the tribe shared salmon and fry bread
along with other treats as we shared our lives and
stories together.

Sally Hodson, author of “Granny’s Clan”, shared
these words at a later time.

"I was so very sad to learn about the passing of
Granny (J-2). For decades, all of us who knew her
cheered whenever we spotted her distinctive dorsal
fin guiding J pod through Salish Sea waters. When I
heard that Granny was reported missing, her death
felt like losing a cherished family member.

“Longer than most of us have been alive, Granny
graced our waters as our neighbor. While writing
Granny’s Clan, I spent many hours observing Granny
and imaging what her life as an orca was like.

“We must have
been a puzzle to
Granny. During her
long life, she experi-
enced the many pro-
found changes that
mark our relationship
with orcas. Who of us
would have the gen-
erosity of spirit to
forgive those who
shot at our family,
captured us or
chased us in boats to
get photographs?
Would any of us have stayed as friendly and curious
as Granny?

“Each day, Granny showed us how to love and
care for our family. Her children and grandchildren
and great-grandchildren were her first priority. Even
when she was starving at the end of her life, she was
observed sharing a fish with her great-grandson.

“Although we
all knew the day
would come when
Granny’s distinc-
tive dorsal fin
would disappear
beneath the
waves, her loss is
so much greater
than any one or-
ca. Not only have
we lost another
orca from this
critically endan-
gered clan, we
have also lost our
Granny, who in-
spired us to be
better people.
The greatest trib-
ute we can offer
her is to work together to preserve the future of her
clan."

All of the photos on this page were contributed
by Roxanne Wilbur
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It has been about a decade since I last walked
across much of Pass Lake. The cold snaps this past
month brought back opportunities for hundreds of
people to do something we don’t experience often in
the lowlands around the Salish Sea.

The ice remained fairly thin at the north end by
my house, thanks to the hard work of ducks trying to
keep some water open for themselves, but the west
end of the lake was rock solid for a few days.

We received dozens of phone calls from con-
cerned neighbors about people walking on the ice.
Although the ice was safe at the west end, there is
always the potential of thin ice anywhere on the lake,
so we posted the lake with cautionary signs, warning

visitors of that potential. Fortunately, it was solid
enough that there were no problems, especially since
nearly all the ice walkers stayed fairly close to the
west end. I saw one person cross country ski across
the entire lake when it was at its coldest and most
solid condition. The skis helped spread his weight,
and he made fine tracks across the ice.

Wisely, people stopped walking on the ice as the
temperatures warmed.

As I write this, the west end is again covered with
a thin skim of ice, but I expect it will be gone by to-
morrow. Or maybe not… snow is in the forecast.

Walking on Water

Photo credits:

Left: People slipping, skid-
ding, and sliding on Pass
Lake, by Jill Wood

Below: Cars in the Pass Lake
parking lot, by Paige Ritter-
busch, showing the crowd on
a January Sunday afternoon.
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2017 Free Days

March 19: State Parks’s 104th birthday, and Deception
Pass turns 95!

April 25
April 22: Earth Day
June 3: National Trails Day
June 10: National Get Outdoors Day
August 25: National Park Service’s 101st birthday
September 30: National Public Lands Day
November 11: Veterans Day
November 24

Seasonal Restroom and
Parking Lot Closures:

October through March:
Bowman Bay Campground
Cranberry Campground back and middle loops
Hilltop restroom at West Beach

November through February:
North Beach
Rosario Beach
Cranberry Campground Lower Loop

November through March:
Cranberry Campground Forest Loop

Major Park Projects in Plans

Park Construction
2017

Our biggest investment in the park will begin late
this spring as we replace the pumps at what we call
our Headworks. This key infrastructure component
sends all of the sewage the park generates on the
south side of the bridge to the Navy base, where it is
treated with state of the art systems for cleaning and
returning back to the environment.

Designed by state park engineers in our region of-
fice, we expect that the project will mostly go unseen
by park visitors.

The Quarry Pond campground will be paved this
spring to finish the sewer project that sends all of
this waste water to the Headworks as well. We hope
we don’t interrupt very many campers with this big
improvement to the rough roads found there.

Kiket Island has a lot of work planned for the very
near future, beginning with the removal of the
causeway connecting the island to Fidalgo Island.

We will also be adding two vault toilets to take
the place of the sani-cans currently in use, and a
small shelter and picnic tables in the day use area of
the park, and some simple interpretive signage at key
points of the island.

Cornet Bay’s pier and docks will finally be re-
placed this fall if all goes well with permitting. The
outline of the new docks will reduce impacts to the
eelgrass beds of the bay, and improve connections
for boaters to get ashore. We will also restrict fishing
on the docks to the current areas, allowing the rest
of the new docks to be used solely by boaters to give
them some peace and quiet during our busiest times
of the year.
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NEARBY EVENTS


