
1

A monthly newsletter for this park’s friends and neighbors
from the desk of the park manager

Deception Pass State Park

January 2017

“Nature’s first green
is gold
Her hardest hue
to hold”
  -Robert Frost

A willow along the
shores of Pass Lake is
swelling with golden
new buds, ready to ex-
plode as the new year
leads us to spring.

Even in the dead of
winter, with the lake fro-
zen solid (I walked out
onto the lake to take
this picture) there is al-
ways hope for the spring
that lives within us all.

And the recognition
that

“So dawn goes down
to day,
nothing gold can
stay”
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My Top Ten for 2016

A busy year, a grand year, a year of continuing to
improve the park and the experiences of our visitors
and our natural world too.

Here in no particular order (except that I have
ranked them one to ten) are some of the memorable
highlights of 2016 at Deception Pass State Park.

1. Tursi Trail
Completed

In planning for fifty
years or more, this
stretch of new trail con-
nects Deception Pass
State Park with the Ana-
cortes Community For-
est Lands to the north.
Generous easements
granted by two park
neighbors allowed Skagit
County Parks and Wash-
ington State Parks to join
forces with the Skagit

Land Trust, Washington Trail Association, SWITMO
and others to make the connection through quiet
woods laden with secret treasures to discover.

The passing of John Tursi in April just weeks be-
fore the trail's official dedication added solemnity
and joy in equal parts to the celebration.

2. Rosario Discovery Center

The former bathhouse at Rosario, vacant for
many decades, had its facelift and renovation over
five years ago. Finally, in 2016, the doors were
opened every weekend as a center for nature study
and cultural learning. Staffed by volunteers, our
AmeriCorps interns, and others, visitors loved find-
ing learning adventures inside. It will be back again
in 2017.

3. Hope Island Fire
After about ten years of annual scotch broom re-

moval parties at Hope Island, the park's only official

Natural Area Preserve experienced a quick and sud-
den change of environment with a five acre fire
across its southern meadows. In a few hours the
meadow was transformed from a grassy wildflower
garden into a charred rock garden. This year we
shall see how the meadow's native plants -- and the
scotch broom -- respond.

4. Big Cedar Loop
A short segment of trail built this fall creates a

great loop hike experience, connecting the Pass
Lake trails with Ginnett and a new route to see the
biggest cedar that I have found in the park. The ter-
rain has considerable elevation gain (or loss) but a
majestic forest to explore.
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5 Bowman Beach Planting
After being reborn last fall, school groups and local

environmental organizations added thousands of
plants to the upper end of the Bowman beach.
Storms continue to add new touches and landscaping
to a beach that is always in motion and evolution. It's
alive again!

6. New Cabins
Five simple cabins now offer year round lodging in

the Quarry Pond Campground. They have proven to
be very popular as campers can leave their tents or
RVs behind and just relax in the comfort of a cabin in
the middle of the woods of the park.

7.    First Day Hike
We greeted the first day of 2016 with a mass

march of over 170 people along the Hoypus Point
trail, welcoming the new year and stretching legs and
lungs.

8. Paving
Krieg Construction paved hundreds of yards of

campground and day use roads in the park, focusing
on the Lower Loop areas, Bowman Bay, and North
Beach. This kind of paving hadn't been seen for a
couple decades or more, and it was  obviously over-
due. Park staff did an outstanding job of preparing
the road beds and completing the finish work after-
wards as well.

9 Lake Studies
Answering a request by me for volunteer help, a

dozen neighbors organized a lake monitoring pro-
gram that uses scientific measuring equipment and
chemical testing to evaluate the park's two largest
lakes every two weeks, in hopes of finding answers to
solving the lakes' health issues.

10 New Boat

One of the most dangerous water passages in all of
Washington State, Deception Pass gets many people
into trouble in boats of all kinds. We have rescued
people in trouble in the Pass on sailboats, cruisers,
kayaks, canoes, paddleboards, driftwood, and even an
innertube.

Docked at Cornet Bay, the park boat is always
ready to respond. This fall we received a boat de-
signed specifically for the work we do here, with a
drop down bow for beaching, a side door for getting
people inside, and a three-quarter cab to protect the
boat operators and equipment.

We hope it gives us -- and visitors in need -- great
service for the next couple of decades.

Coming in 2017:
What will the new year hold?

The first day hike showed that it holds challenging
adventures. Plans on my table show several projects
ahead, some significant in size, some in their impact,
some just in keeping this park working as it should.

New roofs are in store for several buildings, in-
cluding the Pass Lake residence and barn and park
maintenance building. (Spring through Fall)

Cornet Bay's moorage docks and pier will
be replaced with docks that are less harmful to the
environment, and far more useful for park visitors.
(Fall)

Quarry Pond will have some of its roads paved
to improve drainage and cut down on dust entering
the wetland nearby.
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The Amphitheater Stage will be built!
Thanks to the generosity of so many of our neighbors
and friends, we are close to having all the necessary
funds to build a new stage at the amphitheater, one
that reflects the cultural and natural features of the
park and gives our evening programs a more visible
presence for the audience to enjoy.

Along with the new stage, the back wall will be-

come a "Giving Wall", celebrating and honoring
those who have given financially to the support of
the stage and other educational developments
throughout the park.

To help, please visit our GoFundMe page at
https://www.gofundme.com/deception-pass-
amphitheater-stage

They are back! Summer evening pro-
grams, Arts in the Parks, Beach Naturalists, and
Junior Ranger programs will continue thanks to the
Deception Pass Park Foundation's support of our
AmeriCorps interpreters.

The Rosario Discovery Center opens
again each weekend during the summer months,
again thanks to our volunteers, AmeriCorps mem-
bers, and the Deception Pass Park Foundation.

We will have a new AmeriCorps assistant
starting February 16 to assist Montana in all of the
above programs and to help coordinate the many
hours of volunteers who make this park rock!

Trail signing will be added to the new trails at
Ginnett, the Big Cedar Trail, and the Tursi Trail.

Not as exciting to you perhaps, but thrilling to me,

we will be upgrading our primary sewer
pumps for the park, which handle all the effluent
from park visitors south of the bridge. That's a lot of
poop! Without this upgrade, we could end up shut-
ting the park down if the existing pumps fail, which
they are threatening to do right now.

 MLK Day:
 A Day of Service

Join us on January 16th for a Day of Service in
honor of Martin Luther King Jr. We are hosting a
weed-pulling party to tackle our English ivy problem
at Rosario. Ivy is an invasive villain to native plants! It
can engulf trees and shrubs, leaving nothing uncov-
ered. Shrubs shrouded in ivy may eventually die be-
cause light cannot reach their leaves. Last year,
around 75 volunteers came out on MLK Day to fight
back and pull ivy, cleaning up a major area of Rosario.
The place looks incredible after their efforts, though
requires additional attention to upkeep. Now it’s time
for YOU to join us in helping our native plants!

If you have long-handed loppers or hand clippers,
please bring them. Some tools will be provided.

Dress in warm layers and wear sturdy gloves. We
will meet by the Rosario bathrooms at 10am and go
until noon. Snacks and refreshments will be provid-
ed. Hope to see you there!
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The theme for this year's First Day Hike at Decep-
tion Pass State Park was the Pacific Northwest Na-
tional Scenic Trail. This is a 1,200 mile/1,931 km trail
system that connects the Continental Divide in Gla-
cier National Park, Montana to Cape Alava on Wash-
ington's Pacific coast. We completed a portion of that
trail on yesterday's hike.

First Day hikers gathered in the dining hall at the
Cornet Bay Retreat Center. Here, we fueled up with
hot drinks and pastries provided by the Deception
Pass Park Foundation. Hikers ranged in age from tod-
dlers to seniors with everything in between.

The first leg of the hike took as to the Deception
Pass Bridge via the Goose Rock Perimeter Trail, about
1.5 miles/2.4 km.  The trail went from sea level to
high on the cliff overlooking Cornet Bay. It descended
back to sea level skirting along Deception Pass.  It
ends at the bridge where we took a rest stop.  We had
just completed a piece of the Pacific Northwest Trail
(in section 08-05 on the map).

From the bridge we climbed to the summit of
Goose Rock, 484 feet/148 m above sea level. In the
crisp, invigorating winter air, we enjoyed panoramic
views of the San Juans, the Strait of Juan de Fuca and
north Whidbey Island.

For the sixth year in a row, we had perfect weather
for the First Day hike. The day gave us mostly sunny
skies and a temperature of 36° F/2° C. We encoun-
tered the high winds that were forecast only while at
the Retreat Center. Even at the summit of Goose
Rock, the winds calmed for us.

We climbed down Goose Rock on the opposite side
from our ascent and returned to the Retreat
Center. Hikers were greeted by the smell of hot cof-
fee.

We were now treated to an amazing multimedia
presentation about the Pacific Northwest Trail by Jeff
Kish. Jeff is a thru-hiker, journalist and Executive Di-
rector of the Pacific Northwest Trail Association. He
has completed both the PNNST and the Pacific Crest
Trail, and is a gifted storyteller about his experiences.

I could imagine myself on such an adventure as he
spoke. Since I have now passed from the Pepsi Gen-
eration into the Metamucil Generation, I can only
daydream. But such wonderful daydreams they are.

When you see this logo
posted along trails in
Washington, Idaho and
Montana, you know you
are hiking a portion of the
Pacific Northwest National
Scenic Trail.

First Day Hike 2017:

The Pacific Northwest Trail
Contributed by Dave Wenning
Visit his blog called Fidalgo Crossings

A special thanks to Barb Shaw and Estelle Johnson of
the Deception Pass Park Foundation for providing and
serving the treats, and the Washington State Park Foun-
dation for also providing the treats. More thanks due to
Bill Ruh for assisting with the cleanup. And thank you to
Jeff Kish and his assistant Eric for bringing a great edu-
cational component about the PNT to the hike.
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Over three hundred people enjoyed the celebra-
tion of the holidays at Bowman Bay this December.
Crafts again proved to be very popular with families
of all ages. Santa continued to provide a great photo
op for kids of all ages. And the treats, both visual and
edible, attracted everyone.

The weather didn't make it easy, with tempera-
tures into the low twenties on the first night and up-
per twenties on the second night. But a roaring fire
kept our hands warm and hearts happy.

Our red Santa hats are off to so many who helped:
the Whidbey Island Retired Chief Petty Officers Asso-
ciation, the Pen Cove Poachers Music Ensemble, San-
ta and Mrs. Santa, Sammye Kempbell with crafts and
the village display, Barb Shaw, Estelle Johnson, Rick
Colombo, Maddie Rose, Matt Klope of the Deception

Pass Park Foundation, Bryce Watkinson, Bill Ruh,
Trevor Martinez, Todd Harris, and Ben Shook of De-
ception Pass State Park,  Keith Kuenzi,  Kris Price, Pat
Johnson, Michelle, Stuart, Phillip, Craig Olson, Patti
Olson, Bud Betz, Bill Conley, Lourdez Shaunt, Shelby
Bassett, Montana Napier, Boy Scouts of America, the
Small Business Association of Whidbey Island, Dia-
mond Rentals, and a host of others who I apologize to
for not capturing your names.

It was a village of support for a weekend of joy!

Glistening and Glowing at the Bowman Bay Holiday

Photos top to bottom: Bowman shelter
aglow in festive lights; Rob and family
working on crafts; a youngster in Santa’s
lap, and  visitors enjoying the Holiday Vil-
lage display at the CCC Center.
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2017 Free Days
January 1: New Years
January 15 and 16: Martin Luther King Jr. Day and
Day of Service

March 19: State Parks’s 104th birthday, and Deception
Pass turns 95!

April 25
April 22: Earth Day
June 3: National Trails Day
June 10: National Get Outdoors Day
August 25: National Park Service’s 101st birthday
September 30: National Public Lands Day
November 11: Veterans Day
November 24

A Living Beach
Late in December, the beach at Bowman Bay took

another direct hit from a storm as westerly winds
punched long and hard at high tide.

The waves eroded out the rest of the logs that had
been buried into the new beach to create habitat. A
couple visitors bemoaned the loss of the new beach. I
smiled -- grinned, actually -- as I exulted over the
work that the waves was doing. This is what beaches
do, I told them. Real beaches allow storm waves to hit
hard, and then when the waves subside, they bring the
sand back, continu-
ing to build the beach
as a lively, ever
changing, healthy
environment for all
beach creatures.

Yes, we lost some
of the dune grass that
had been planted just
a few months before.
But we also gained a
beach-load of large
logs, seaweed wrack,
and other beachy
things that continue
to restore the wildlife
processes at Bow-
man.

The beach slope will eventually create a natural
berm at the backside, similar to the berm we can see
on either side of the restored beach. It's alive, it con-
tinues to be shaped, and the health of Bowman Bay
continues to grow by wind and wave.

Seasonal Restroom and
Parking Lot Closures:

October through March:
Bowman Bay Campground
Cranberry Campground back and middle loops
Hilltop restroom at West Beach

November through February:
North Beach
Rosario Beach
Cranberry Campground Lower Loop

November through March:
Cranberry Campground Forest Loop
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45 Years!
Ranger Rick Blank Honored
for His Long Career in Parks

Imagine working for the same company for 45
years. One of our rangers was just awarded a 45 year
pin for his service to Washington State Parks since
1972!

Ranger Rick Blank, now in his 27th year at Decep-
tion Pass as the assistant manager, started working
for this agency before many of our other staff were

even born. He was honored
at a region gathering to cel-
ebrate his admirable and
well-respected career with
Washington State Parks.
And he's still working hard!

Pictured, left to right:

Todd Harris, Ben
Shook, Rick Blank, Jack
Hartt, Marv Wold, Doug
DeYoung, Mark Lunz,
Montana Napier

Washington
Conservation Corps
Serving Us

For several weeks this fall we have benefited from
the hard work of a Washington Conservation Corps
crew. They have helped remove scotch broom on Hope
Island and other invasives throughout the park; they
have sanded and stained three of our CCC shelters;
they have helped improve many of the campsites in the
park by transplanting native plants into bare areas; and
they have cleaned up recent storm damage.

This energetic bunch of youth does work outdoors
in all kinds of weather with gusto and without com-
plaint. This program is a legacy to the work done by
the CCC over 80 years ago in this very same park, as
these youth gain skills and work experience while
serving their state and citizens with their hard work.

WCC member Andrew transplants ferns into a
remodeled campsite at the Lower Loop of the
Cranberry Campground.
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NEARBY EVENTS

Wednesday, January 11
Anacortes Public Library Book
Club:

"Traveling Washington's
Geology", presented by Wash-
ington Rocks author Gene Kiver.
At the Anacortes Public Library

January 13, Friday, 10 to noon:

Friends of the Forest
hikes:
 a gentle one and a half mile route
through varied forest and wetland
habits. Meet at the end of 32nd
street off of D Avenue.

January 22

Celebrating the Orca
West Beach Shelter,
Deception Pass State Park
More details to come

January 26:

STORMING the SOUND
I will be giving a presentation on

the history of the park, and many
other exceptional presentations
will also be taking place.

Visit
www.padillabay.gov/storming

January 31: 7 p.m.,
TransitionFidalgo and Friends

Climate Change Effects
on the North Cacades'
Forests, by David Peterson, USFS
Anacortes Senior Center
1701 22nd Street, Anacortes

February 4,

Sound Waters
South Whidbey H.S.
Dozens of classes of outstanding
quality and timeliness.
Visit
Soundwaterstewards.org

The Whales Are Coming!
For our first lecture in our 2017 Lecture Series,

please come to hear about research and insights on
Northwest Coast Humpback, Blue, and Gray Whales
and their occurrence in our waters.

Some whale species now use Salish Sea
waters more frequently than in the past
and in ways we had not realized. Research
biologist John Calambokidis of Cascadia
Research Collective based in Olympia will
discuss new research, including feeding
and other behaviors, to explore their un-
derwater behavior and why some are
coming here.

Friday, January 20, 2017. 7- 8:30 p.m.,
Northwest Educational  Service Dist. Building,
 1601 R Ave., Anacortes.

Lectures are free and open to the public.  Spon-
sored by Friends of Skagit Beaches
http://skagitbeaches.org.

For more information contact: Matt Kerschbaum,
cherrytree2@comcast.net.
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I am always fascinated by images of worlds that exist all around us yet
remain hidden from view, unless someone brings them to our attention.

Again I want to thank Jan Kocian for sharing his stunning underwater
visual artistry to offer us glimpses into the lives that lie beneath the
world we know.

And a thank you to Dave Wenning for sharing in this issue of the Cur-
rent his views of the First Day Hike along trails to Goose Rock this year, a
sliver of the 1200 mile Pacific Northwest Trail, connecting Glacier Na-
tional Park with the western shores of Olympic National Park.

And a thank you to every one of you who continues to share your love
of this park in countless ways. You make a difference to this park and to
me.

This monthly update is sent to folks who
have expressed an interest in keeping in
touch with what is happening or in the
planning stages at Deception Pass State
Park.

We are grateful to have you welcome
us into your inbox.

If you are not interested in receiving
these monthly updates, please reply to this
message and let me know. We have no
intention of sending emails that you do not
wish to receive.

If you wish to communicate at anytime
with me or other park staff, please email,
call, or visit us. This park is your park.

Park Manager
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-675-3767 ext. 26
jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ©

Park Staff:
Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Rick Blank, Asst. Manager
Darlene Clark, Sr. Park Aide
Rick Colombo, Park Aide
Doug DeYoung, Maintenance
Todd Harris, Maintenance
Jack Hartt, Park Manager
Jeri Lancaster, Office Asst.
Mark Lunz, Maintenance
Truly McCone, Ranger
Montana Napier, Naturalist
Paige Ritterbusch, Ranger
Bill Ruh, Sr. Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Jason Stapert, Ranger
Bryce Watkinson, Ranger
Marv Wold, Maintenance


