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A monthly newsletter for this park’s friends and neighbors
from the desk of the park manager

Deception Pass State Park

October 2016

The end of September created an exit of nearly all of
our seasonal staff, and one of our permanent rangers as
well.

Ranger John Whittet, who came here in August of
2012, promoted to a park manager position in the Alta

Lake/ Bridgeport
area of Eastern
Washington. John's
ever-present sense
of humor will be
missed, as will his
organization of
most of our volun-
teer projects with
groups such as the
Lions Clubs, Navy
squadrons, scouts,
and churches.

John could al-
ways be counted
on to have a smile
on his face and a
handshake ready
to offer anyone he
met.

We also say goodbye to most of our seasonal staff,
including our booth staff employees. Pictured to the
right are Maureen Lee, Andrew Southard, and Karen
Ball, who helped run the most intense point of contact
in pretty much the entire State Park system. Other sea-
sonal staff who made this park clean and green this year
are Keiko Betcher, Darlene Clark, Rick Colombo, Kate
Conners, Sean Cosgrove, Sean Lynch, Trevor Martinez,
Ginger Reed, Corey Williams, and Charlton Waage.

This year was one of our best years for our seasonal
employees, who worked together well as friends and
made a positive difference in keeping our restrooms
clean, our lawns mowed, our trails trimmed, our road-
ways open, and our welcome station open and welcom-
ing.

They aren’t paid near enough for the great service
that they provide.

And we will offer a big hello on November 1 when
Truly McCone joins us as our new park ranger, taking
John’s position. We hope she will introduce herself next
month in the Current.

And Montana is back! Montana Napier, our Ame-
riCorps interpreter the past year, has returned as of
this month for her second season at Deception Pass.

Goodbyes, a Hello, and a Welcome Back!
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We are go for launch!
The stage for our park amphitheater has been approved at every required

permit level, and we are approved for construction.
Over the years, the Deception Pass Park Foundation has raised funds for

the permitting and construction of the stage. Many of you have contributed
to that fund.

To honor every donor, and future donors, we are adding a “Giving Wall”
on the backside of the stage, with various sized plaques in place with the
names of our generous supporters. To have your name added to this perma-
nent place of honor, see the column below for the level of support that you
wish to provide, and send a check to the Foundation designated for the
stage.

We already have a small number of names to be added to wall. Now we
need a wall.

That means we also need some talented person or organization to bring
the plans to life with actual construction. If you have a construction busi-
ness in need of some community support work, let’s talk. If you swing a
hammer or like working with concrete, let’s talk.

We are ready to go!

This monthly update is sent to folks
who have expressed an interest in
keeping in touch with what is happening
or in the planning stages at Deception
Pass State Park.

We are grateful to have you welcome
us into your inbox.

If you are not interested in receiving
these monthly updates, please reply to
this message and let me know. We have
no intention of sending emails that you
do not wish to receive.

If you wish to communicate at
anytime with me or other park staff,
please email, call, or visit us. This park is
your park.

Park Manager
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-675-3767 ext. 26
jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ©

Park Staff:
Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Rick Blank, Asst. Manager
Darlene Clark, Sr. Park Aide
Rick Colombo, Park Aide
Doug DeYoung, Maintenance
Mechanic
Todd Harris, Maintenance
Jack Hartt, Park Manager
Jeri Lancaster, Office Asst.
Mark Lunz, Maintenance
Truly McCone, Ranger
Montana Napier, Naturalist
Paige Ritterbusch, Ranger
Bill Ruh, Sr. Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Jason Stapert, Ranger
Bryce Watkinson, Ranger
Marv Wold, Maintenance

Amphitheater Stage Approved!

Now we could use your help…

Gold Brass Plaque

3 x 1 - $50 donation
3 x 2 - $100 donation
4 x 2 - $200 donation
5 x 3 - $500 donation

Burnished Bronze Plaque

5 x 3 - $1000 donation

GIVING WALL
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New Park Book Available

Exploring Deception Pass is my
personal discovery of the many
stories that abound throughout
this park. And there are a lot of
stories. Who knew that we had a
famous outlaw engage in a shoot-
out on one of our islands, or that
we had several caves, and a tunnel,
and a waterfall.

I hope you discover new fea-
tures to explore and old histories
about places that we think we
know so well.

Available at the park entrance
station and at local bookstores
soon. All local sales profits go to
the Deception Pass Park Founda-
tion. (I can advertise it without
shame because I don’t make a pen-
ny off local sales! Help support our
Foundation.)

Rosario Graffiti +
Elbow Grease =

A hearty thank you to Erik
Schorr of the Anacortes Kayak
Tours concession and Noah Per-
son for donating a couple hours of
sweat equity in removing obnox-
ious graffiti near the water level at
Rosario Head. Erik and Noah

scrubbed and scrubbed on the
rocks, using our graffiti remover
materials, but finally ended up
having to just chisel and scrape
the rock to get it clean again.

It turned out that the only
method that worked was to use
hammers and chisels. Two hours,
lots of sweat, a little blood, and
some blisters later, we finished
the job!

“It isn't perfect,” Erik said, “but
we think it looks pretty good, and

WAY better than it did. After
a winter of storms it should

be all but invisible to anyone, ex-
cept Noah and me.”

Although many visitors to the
park never noticed it because it
was along the waterline of the
Head facing outward, it still both-
ered everyone boating past it.

I would still like to understand
the mindset of someone who
would spray paint garbage mes-
sages in a treasured natural and
sacred place such as this.

And I would love to have them
do the kind of work that Erik and
Noah had to do to remove it.
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Seasonal Restroom and
Parking Lot Closures:

October through March:
Bowman Bay Campground
Cranberry Campground back and middle loops
Hilltop restroom at West Beach

November through February:
North Beach
Rosario
Cranberry Campground lower loop

November through March:
Cranberry Campground forest loop

Paving
Krieg construction won our bid to re-pave a few

hundred yards of old roadway in the park this win-
ter. Funding for pavement in parks has been almost
non-existent for the past couple of decades. In my
thirteen years here, we have only been able to re-do
part of the park entrance, re-finish the Rosario park-
ing lot, and touch up a very short section along
Cranberry Road and at Bowman Bay.

This year we will repave large sections in the
Cranberry Campground, solving problems where the
pavement has failed due to drainage issues; a narrow
section going down to North Beach, and the failed
roadway leading to the boat launch day use area at
Bowman Bay.
Paving is weather dependent, so we don’t know
when it will happen, but we hope it will be sometime
at the end of this month or in November.

Lake Safety Status:

Pass Lake: Warning Level, due to elevated micro-
cystins

Cranberry Lake: Caution Level (toxins detected but
below level of concern.)

Winter Projects
Deception Pass is entering its off-season. I al-

ways wonder why it is called ‘off’ season. There is
nothing off about it. We may have fewer visitors,
but the park is anything but off. Construction has
kicked into high gear with several projects underway
and several more to accomplish:

· Re-paving of several roads in the Cranberry
Campground, the North Beach road, and at Bow-
man Bay

· New paving at Quarry Pond’s entrance

· Trail work near Ginnett and along North Beach

· Sign installation along the new Tursi Trail, at Ku-
kutali, and elsewhere

· Restroom improvements for shower controls

· A new stage!

· Campsite improvements at the Cranberry Camp-
ground

· Table building for new picnic tables

· Installing new braziers in picnic areas

· Replacing the main sewer pumps and improving
the capacity of the sewage system

· Reroofing of more buildings if the weather coop-
erates

· Removing noxious weeds on Hope Island, at Ro-
sario, and elsewhere

· And lots of routine projects of painting, fixing,
repairing, replacing, cleaning, rebuilding, train-
ing, celebrating, and everything else we need to
get done this “off” season.

We also have fewer employees this time of year, as
almost all of our seasonal staff have ended their time
of service. We have our hands full, to say the least,
with all this work ahead of us.
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Rosario Interpretive Center:
First Year Works Well

After three months of being open to the public,
the Rosario Interpretive Center is now closed for the
off-season. The center had several thousand people
come by and learn about our park flora and fauna.
Kids (and adults) enjoyed the many books available
for reading, and the coloring table to express them-
selves while they were here.

A big thank you to Matt Klope, Montana Napier,
Dom Saks, Sammye Kempbell, and Rick Colombo,
among our many volunteers for setting up the center
with fascinating displays and objects to study and
explore. And a big thank you to our many volunteers
who opened the center for visitors each and every
weekend. Along with the people mentioned above,

Maddie Rose spent many hours welcoming visitors
to the center.

Come help make it even better for next year,
come explore it next year, and come share your time
if you can to keep this popular park opportunity
available for our visitors.

Thirteen years ago, my first month on the job
here involved helping a playground construction
company build a play structure in the day use area of
Bowman Bay. The structure had been donated by
some generous patron, and the location chosen be-
fore I arrived.

Since then, I have enjoyed playing on it with my
grandchildren.

But every time I see it, I think to myself that it
doesn’t really fit the landscape of the park. I like that
it is mostly made of wood, but the play activities do
not relate to the park’s stories or features.

Elsewhere, I have found playgrounds built with
kids and nature in mind. They use elements of the
beach or forest or other natural landscape for fea-
tures that kids of all ages can play on. There may be
logs to crawl through, rocks to climb on, slides that
go down a short slope with no ladders required, small
caves to explore, or nets to climb.

You may have seen places like this as well, such
as at the Woodland Park Zoo, San Diego
Zoo, and many other places where we
want to have active kids engaged with their
environment in a safe but challenging play
area.

I would love to see our playground be-
come a park-focused attraction that gets
kids (and adults) physically involved in a
way that carries the flavor of this park into
their play.

Let me know if you have ideas we
could pursue, or access to features that we
could use to improve our options at Bow-
man Bay.

Playground Thoughts

Audrey and Bryan Hartt explore the inside of
a log at the San Diego Zoo  Safari Park.
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Mark Lunz
Maintenance Supervisor

When I first came
here, I recognized
that Mark was one of
those special people
who want to do the
best job they can, us-
ing the limited re-
sources we have to
their maximum, but
who also works as a
team player, someone
who sees the bigger
picture of the whole
park operation, how
we serve our visitors,
and how our work
and teamwork is a
reflection of our
character for all to see.

He has a great eye for details that make a project so
much better in the end. He is one of the most talent-
ed and well-rounded construction workers in Wash-
ington State Parks.

“Almost twenty years ago, I was in transition be-
tween private businesses when a maintenance posi-
tion opened at the park. I thought this would be a
good fit for me. I found it fits me in a lot of ways.

“The park has a lot of diversity. I can work on so
many different projects and tasks, using so many of
my skills. Being a big park fits me because there is
so much to do.

“You’re always busy. There is a diversity of work.
And it’s all interesting. The only down side is trying
to find ways to pay for things, for what needs to be
done.

“We have such great jobs, to come to work and
see what we get to see here, one of the most
beautiful parks in the system.”

Focus on Service

Navy volunteers

[Contributed by Na-
val Air Station Whidbey
Island staff]

Over 80 Sailors
from NAS Whidbey Is-
land, Fleet Readiness
Center Northwest and
Patrol Squadron 4
along with family
members hiked De-
ception Pass Sept. 20,
2016 as part of the NAS
Chapel's "Community
Ambassadors" and in
support of the Wash-
ington Trails Associa-
tion.

They took a 4.8-mile hike
on the Fidalgo Island side of
Deception Pass, cleaning up
trash along the way. They
stopped midway for lunch
and a "Chap’s Talk" from
Chaplain Cmdr. Marc DiCon-
ti.

This was the group's sixth
hike of the year, and they
used this hike as an opportu-
nity to help and serve along
the way.

(Photo by Religious Pro-
gram Specialist 2nd Class
Sheri Russell)
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Sharpe’s Corner Roundabout Proposed

Our Department of Transportation released draw-
ings of the proposed roundabout for the Sharpe’s
Corner intersection.

I have had a chance to look at the drawings, and I
hope you take the chance too to familiarize yourself
with the concept. The plans for a tunnel for east-
bound traffic have been removed.

The roundabout has two lanes, improving flow head-
ing toward the park, but also creating a challenge for
semi-trucks and large RVs.

Construction is slated to begin in 2018.

The plan also includes a roundabout at the Miller
Road intersection at the top of the hill south of
Sharpe’s Corner so that neighbors there can enter
Highway 20. With a  roundabout at Sharpe’s Corner,
Miller Road would never have a gap in traffic coming
from the north.

Find the plans online at

https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/sr20/sharpes
cornerinterchange/

Click on Project materials link to see the illustrations.



8

Someone once asked a poet “If your house was
burning and you could only save one thing, what
would you save?”

“I would save the fire,” the poet responded, “for
without the fire we are nothing.”

We all have visions and passions. And with that
fire we want to make a mark in this world. It’s what
most of us long for, to have made a difference be-
cause we have lived on this planet. We want to be an
expert at something, or to help people in need, or be
a catalyst for change.

To ‘make a mark’ comes from the concept of hit-
ting a target. To hit a target takes skill, practice, ef-
fort, and focus.

Some make their mark with notorious deeds,
good or bad. Many want to have their names in the
headlines, and will do anything to be noticed. Some
leave a toxic message in spray paint, or a deadly
spray of bullets. These do noth-
ing to create positive change or
to help those in need.

We aim to leave a mark that
is remembered because it made
a difference, it moved our com-
munity forward, or it resonates
in the hearts and lives of those
who carry on.

I had the privilege to help
Bill Bailey, Rosie Cayou, and
other representatives of the
Samish Indian Nation plant a
cedar tree at Bowman Bay this
week. Bill had rescued the tree
from an unlikely place with no
future. He gave it good soil and
a good home, and after two
years of nurturing the tree, now
six feet tall, he chose to share it
with all of us as we planted it as
part of the beach restoration at
Bowman Bay.

The planting of the tree gave us a simple cause
for celebration, and with music and prayers and joy
the tree settled into its new home, where it can now
leave its mark for the future.

We don’t know how many opportunities we may
have to leave a mark. A mayfly may only live for day,
but in that day it can make a difference by living as it
was made to do.

I see so many people making a mark at Deception
Pass, some paid with money to serve here, some paid
in other ways, helping visitors, helping the park,
helping people in need and being a catalyst for
change.

These are people who know that it’s easier to sit
on a couch or focus on their own needs, but they get
up anyway and help others anyway. They give, they
share, they make their mark in the lives of others and
the life of our planet.

Thank you to everyone
who shares your voice, your
gifts, your love, be it with
words, loving actions, kind
attentions, or background
support.

Thank you for sharing
the fire that burns within
you.

I celebrate the gifts that
each of you brings and
shares.

Making Your Mark

ViewPOINT


