
1

A monthly newsletter for this park’s friends and neighbors
from the desk of the park manager

Deception Pass State Park

September 2016

Wildfire has struck.
I reported the immediate details in a special edi-

tion of The Current shortly after returning from
fighting the fire on Hope Island August 11.

The fire burned about four acres of the southwest
meadows on Hope Island, the same places that we
have spent years removing Scotch broom from the
wildflower gardens. Park staff were assisted by Fire
District 13 in fighting the fire for the first half hour.
DNR arrived on scene in less than an hour, pretty re-
markable considering the difficulty of getting people
and resources to the remote island.

Since that time, our Department of Natural Re-
sources spent two weeks on the island assuring that
every hot spot was cold, and then rehabilitating the
fire trail built along the forest line to contain the fire
as best as possible.

How did it happen? We don’t know. It was not a
campfire; it started much smaller than that in the
middle of the grass field.

In a couple weeks, several forest and native plant
specialists will motor out to the island to assess the
status of the meadows. They will be deciding on the
best course of action over the next few months and
years. Will the meadow wildflowers return stronger
than ever, or have they been set back by the loss of so
much duff and debris? Will Scotch broom seeds be
released to attack with a vengeance, or did the fire
burn the seeds as it moved through? Will winter's
rains cause damaging erosion, or will the soil be reju-

venated to give us a wild
flower show in spring?

There will be many
more questions to be asked,
and many more answers or
options to consider for the
future.

Our island environ-
ments were built for fire.
It's always a shock to see
the immediate change that
one brings, however.

Our thanks to the two
people who called our at-
tention to the fire: one a
neighbor on the Snee-Oosh
side of Skagit Bay who
called me directly, and the

other an unidentified boater who called 911 to alert us
as well. With a quick response we were able to keep
the fire out of the forested areas, which would have
created an even bigger visual shock.

Hope Burned
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Every summer, our amphitheater hosts our Arts in the Parks concerts,
our evening interpretive programs, and many private events such as
weddings, presentations, courts of honor, etc. The setting is memorable,
the seating comfortable, and the stage … non-existent.

That will change this fall and winter. After three years of planning and
permitting, we now have the go-ahead to build a covered stage for the

amphitheater.
Designed on a paper towel as a pencil drawing by our chief of mainte-

nance Mark Lunz, and then turned into a professional architectural plan
by Terry LeDesky of Oak Harbor, and certified by a Whidbey Island
structural engineer, and then approved through the extensive Island
County permitting process, we are ready to build.

The Deception Pass Foundation has earmarked money for building the
stage for many years.

This is where we hope you come in: we need help building the thing.
If you like forming concrete foundations or raking gravel or swinging

hammers, especially in a scenic setting and for a good cause, let me
know.

Another way that you can help is to contribute towards our Giving
Wall. The stage will have a back wall facing the Pass and the trail leading
to the beach. The Foundation would like to honor donors with a plaque
that commemorates the gift and recognizes the generosity of those who
contribute to educational programs throughout the park.

Consider a donation of $100 or more to have your name or memoriam
added to this wall. And the gift will keep on giving for decades to come.

Together we can make this thing happen.

This monthly update is sent to folks
who have expressed an interest in
keeping in touch with what is happening
or in the planning stages at Deception
Pass State Park.

We are grateful to have you welcome
us into your inbox.

If you are not interested in receiving
these monthly updates, please reply to
this message and let me know. We have
no intention of sending emails that you
do not wish to receive.

If you wish to communicate at
anytime with me or other park staff,
please email, call, or visit us. This park is
your park.

Park Manager
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-675-3767 ext. 26
jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ©

Park Staff:
Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Rick Blank, Asst. Manager
Darlene Clark, Sr. Park Aide
Rick Colombo, Park Aide
Doug DeYoung, Maintenance
Mechanic
Todd Harris, Maintenance
Jack Hartt, Park Manager
Jeri Lancaster, Office Asst.
Mark Lunz, Maintenance
Montana Napier, Naturalist
Ginni Reed, Ranger
Paige Ritterbusch, Ranger
Bill Ruh, Sr. Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Dominique Saks, Naturalist
Jason Stapert, Ranger
Bryce Watkinson, Ranger
John Whittet, Ranger
Marv Wold, Maintenance

Amphitheater Stage Approved!

Now we could use your help…
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Exploring Deception Pass captures my experi-
ences and reveries about the park.

It is a personal guide to the past, present, and fu-
ture of the park, as seen through my limited vision,
covering the natural history, recent history, and park
features and opportunities. (One of our park aides
bought the book just to be able to find the waterfall.)

It’s the culmination of all the support our commu-
nities bring to this park and my life, and the adven-
tures, ruminations, and wanderings during my time
here.

The book is available now for about $10 at our en-
trance station, at the kiosk at the bridge, and in local
bookstores soon.

All of the profits from the local sales of the book
go to the Deception Pass Park Foundation.

Point to Ponder

“Something gravely important has gone

missing. Something related to reverence—to

holding on to the ineffable wonder of what

already is, caring for what little remains, being

cognizant of how quickly we’re losing it. As we

attempt to develop new energy sources and

figure out how to feed ourselves and inhabit this

warming world, we need to remember what,

apart from technological worship, drops us to our

knees.”

~ Meera Subramanian,

“The Age of Loneliness”

New Park Book Available!

Another Point to Ponder
From a distance, this porcupine looked like a

mini bear as it concentrated on eating apples un-
der one of the trees in my field near Pass Lake.

I was able to get quite close without disturbing
his dining experience. I was certainly not going to
get closer.

Porcupines are nocturnal, making this shot a
challenge to compose and shoot in the limited
light of late evening. I appreciated his patience.
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Volunteers Jump into
Lake Testing

Thanks to a dozen volunteers, testing is under-
way!

After last month's request for volunteers to do
frequent testing of Pass and Cranberry Lakes in
the park, over a dozen folks showed up at the park
office to find out more about it.

Department of Ecology water quality expert Will
Hobbs demonstrated how to do scientific measur-
ing of the lakes so that we could have accurate as-
sessments done in a repeatable manner. He also
prepared a detailed step by step protocol for the
testing, from soup to nuts, so that we could refer
back to the steps to remind us of the details.

Shelley McGuire stepped up to organize inter-
ested volunteers into teams and to schedule the
teams to begin the testing.

And on August 30, Dave and Frank Barcott from
Team 1 gathered the measuring equipment,
jumped in their boat, and headed to Pass Lake and
then Cranberry Lake to do the full package of
tests, both physical parameters and water chemis-
try tests.

They came back a couple hours later, focused
intently on making sure each step of the chemical
tests was done precisely. They then documented
everything they did on different forms so that we
had a redundant record of what they found.

Then I packed it all up into a cooler, shipped it
overnight to the Ecology testing lab, and we had
our first testing done!

In two weeks, another team will head out onto
the lakes, with the simpler task of just taking the
physical tests of lake temperatures at different
depths, dissolved oxygen also at different depths,
and lake visibility. Each lake has two different lo-
cations for testing, so the teams test four different
places in an afternoon of rowing or paddling on
the lake.

By themselves, each individual reading doesn't
mean much. But as we continue the testing for the
rest of this year and hopefully all of next year as
well, we will start to get a picture of what the lakes
are doing, and maybe get some clues as to what
triggers release the conditions for cyanobacteria
to begin growing.

Our thanks to the Fidalgo Fly
Fishing Club for their strong inter-
est in supporting the testing, and to
all the volunteers who are stepping
up to make this citizen science pro-
duce valuable and dependable in-
formation.

Water Testing Teams:

Team 1     Dave Barcott & Frank Barcott

Team 2     Terry Abrams, Bill Brodie, Richard Raisler

Team 3     David Wenning & Tim Hall

Team 4  Lee Chavez, Nicole Luce, and Barbara
Bennett

Dave Barcott records the details about water sam-
ples while his brother Frank (off camera) prepares
more samples at the park office for shipping to the
labs.
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By Rick Colombo
Deception Pass State Park employee

Seems like the Fidalgo Bay Day was a success!
Special thanks to Maddie Rose! Her energy and

enthusiasm from start to finish  made this event a
success for the Deception Pass Park Foundation.

We had fun setting up and meeting the many vol-
unteers and programs.  "Gracie" the whale's presence
seemed to prime everybody for the show, sitting out-
side the front entrance. Maddie set-up a great pre-
sentation.

The event had many Fidalgo Bay specific insights
with extensive forage fish presentations. The Samish
tribe had a fun demo of song, history of tribe, and an
awesome salmon bake that was delicious.

Thank's again Maddie for taking charge of this
presentation start to finish, even getting the whale
returned to the park. Fun times!! rkc

“Gracie” Graces
Fidalgo Bay Day

Above: Maddie Rose points out features of the park’s
gray whale skull to visitors at Fidalgo Bay Day.

Left: Rick Colombo and Maddie Rose set up the whale
skull display in preparation for the day’s events.

Volunteers needed:

Cornet Bay Holiday, December 16-17:
helping with parking, providing cabin displays, put-
ting up lights, decorating, being Santa Claus, making
cookies, making music, serving food, donating small
passenger buses.

Rosario Field Classroom: 12 - 4 p.m.September
weekends
Helping share the delights of the natural history ex-
hibits and hands-on table and reading books avail-
able to all who visit the new visitor center at Rosario
Beach.

Asphalt Coming
Our agency has received funding for fixing roads in

our parks. Deception Pass's roads have had little
maintenance money for decades. Now we have an
opportunity to make some improvements.

Our biggest fail points are in our Cranberry Camp-
ground and at Bowman Bay. These two roads will see
hundreds of feet of new pavement over the next two
months. Preparation work will begin with park staff
graveling shoulders and fixing failed culverts over the
next few weeks.

This project will keep us busy for many weeks.
It's the basic stuff that keeps our park working.
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Ben Shook
Park Ranger

Ranger Shook was a rookie ranger in the ranger law en-
forcement academy when I started working at Deception Pass.
I have always admired his integrity, his enthusiasm, and his
service to others approach to life. He has a willingness to do

whatever needs to be done, and gives a calm and no-drama
response to every situation, even those that are highly dra-
matic.

In other words, he is a professional, and a respected mem-
ber of the park team.

Here is what he shared with me recently:

My family connections brought us
here, and the park.

I met my future wife at Colorado
Christian near Denver. I graduated with
a history degree. I also had wildland
firefighting training, so I wanted to
combine those two somehow. Being a
ranger was a perfect fit. I spent three
years in Oregon State Parks, and then
became interested in Washington State
Parks. My wife's family was from
Anacortes.

When Deception Pass State Park had
an opening, I applied, as it was close to
family and also such an interesting
park. They offered me the job in 2003,
and we've been here ever since.

I like the park because it's large; it
has variety, and great natural

resources. It's near the Olympics and Cascades, near
the water, and has a variety of opportunities to do
things. And for me as a history major, it has a
fascinating history, and the extensive CCC
developments.

I appreciate the job of being a ranger, tasked with
being a steward. I watch over the park to protect it,
and to help people enjoy it at the same time. I love

being the steward of a great place like this.
There is so much variety to what I do, from
maintenance to search and rescue to helping
people. I protect the park from people and
protect people from the park!

It's been a fun ride here, seeing the staff
change and morph through different
combinations, sometimes with hiccups, but
always making the park a better place and a
better experience for our visitors.

Focus on Service

Left: Ranger Shook being interviewed by a
Seattle television station about a story in one
of our campgrounds.

Below: Cutting a fallen tree off a trail at
Goose Rock.
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Community Calendar

At Padilla Bay:

Surprises of the Fall Migration
Friday, September 9 and Sunday, September
11, 8:30am-12:30pm. With naturalist, Libby Mills—
Please register online or call the Interpretive Cen-
ter.

Saturday, October 1 and Sunday October 2,
2:00-4:00pm. With naturalists Marlee Osterbauer
and Terri Wilde— Please register online or call the
Interpretive Center.

Visit the Padilla Bay website for more details

Transition Skill Share Workshop
Permaculture: Implementing Design
Principles from Nature

Saturday ,  Sep tember  10 ,  10 :30  -  noon ,
Anacor tes  Pub l ic  L ib ra ry ,  1220  10 th

Join us every second and fourth Saturday at the
library for these workshops, presented free to the public
to help build self-sufficiency, sustainability, and skills
for happy, healthy living. Donations are welcome but
not required

Certified permaculture designer Nancy Chase has
been perfecting her permaculture skills at her local
Shambala Farm, and other projects, for several years.
Come find out how you, too, can use permaculture to
create beautiful, tasty, productive gardens.

Fix-It Day
September  24 ,  9 :00  a .m.  -  2 :00  p .m.
Farmer 's  Market :  611  R.  Avenue

It's the final Fix-It Day for the season. Bring your broken
items and our skilled volunteers will get them running
again. Donations go to support Deception Pass State
Park.

Seventh Generation Supper

Tuesday ,  Sep tember  27 ,  5 :45  p .m. ,
Anacor tes  Sen io r  Cen te r

Join Transition Fidalgo & Friends for for a community
supper on Tuesday, August 25, at 5:45 pm at the Ana-
cortes Senior Center.

This evening kicks off our new series, Times of Change:
How a Shifting Climate Affects Us All, developed by
Transition and the Skagit Climate Science Consortium.
In a time of remarkably rapid climate change, the im-
pacts on human and non-human lives will be substan-
tial. In this series of talks, we'll engage scientists and
others to help us explore the local and global changes
that are afoot, and to inspire our creativity for meeting
the challenges ahead.

We begin tonight with "From Glaciers to the Estuary:
Climate Change Impacts on Water in NW Washington."

As temperatures increase and precipitation patterns
shift in response to climate change, many important
water resources in northern Puget Sound are affected.
Come hear Jon Riedel (National Park Service) and Roger
Fuller (Western Washington University) discuss what’s
happening with our glaciers and snow pack, and what
this means for river floods and summer low flows. We
will discuss impacts on the humans, plants and animals
that live in the area, and inspire you to consider how we
can respond, as individuals and as a community.

Open to all and welcome; no reservations necessary.
Suggested supper donation (catered by Gere-a-Deli):
$7/adult; $3/10 and under.
Please bring your own place settings.

Seventh Generation Suppers include a sharing time and
programs to help build local resilience and reduce car-
bon dependency.

Fire Ban Reduced
The complete fire ban imposed by the Department

of Natural Resources for the entire state, including
Deception Pass State Park, has been modified to now
allow campfires in designated and established park
fire rings.

The fire danger in the park has subsided with the
cooler temperatures, increased humidity, and and
some good soaking rains the past few days.
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