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A monthly newsletter for this park’s friends and neighbors
from the desk of the park manager

Deception Pass State Park

August 2016

How would you like to help us create a scientific pro-
file of Cranberry Lake and/or Pass Lake through the
year, one that may help us find answers to the toxic al-
gae issue?

Through a small grant, I have lake monitoring equip-
ment and water testing materials that will allow us to
measure physical and chemical conditions in the lake.
Ideally, we would like to test the physical elements once
or twice a month throughout the year, and the chemical
qualities three or four times a year.

All a volunteer needs is a boat suitable for the lake, a
partner to help with the testing, and maybe an hour of
time to spend on the water. A love of precision would be
a bonus.

I will provide detailed step by step instructions, all of
the equipment, and a helping hand or two.

We need to test these physical components once or
twice a month year round:

·  Dissolved oxygen
·  Temperature
·  Visibility
·  Observations: weather, water color, veg-

 etation observed (we have guidebooks)
The first two are measured with an electronic probe

at different depths of water; the visibility is measured
with a simple disk that is lowered into the water to find
how far it can go before we can no longer see it.

The chemical tests are simple to gather. The lab does
all the testing; we just have to collect the water in a reli-
able and consistent manner, three or four times a year.

We know Cranberry is rich in nutrients. We know it is
a shallow lake, with only one small area that is more
than 25 feet deep. What we don’t know is how the lake
changes during the year, and what conditions are asso-
ciated with the growth of cyanobacteria. With these
tests, we can find out when the lake becomes stratified,
where the thermocline is located, and when it flips and

loses that stratification. And hopefully, we can find out
what changes happen that lead to a cyanobacteria out-
break.

A team of two that want to take on the whole project
would be great. A team of eight or ten that want to
share the testing would be wonderful too. The measure-
ments are not difficult; they just have to be consistent.
And with the protocols in hand, this should be easy to
do. I did it this week for a test run, and even I could do
it!

Give me a call or an email. This could be a ground
breaking study. Or would that be water-breaking? Or
bacteria breaking?

Here’s an excellent web site to see some of the con-
cepts of changes in lake stratification through the year:

http://faculty.gvsu.edu/videticp/stratification.htm
We don’t know if Cranberry or Pass do what these

studies show or if they are stagnant in their lower
depths. The only way to find out is to measure them.

If you are interested, I am interested in helping you
make it happen! Thanks to the Sound Water Stewards,
we have several who have expressed interest. We hope
to have a couple more who love measuring things so
that we can do both lakes, twice a month.

  Research our Lakes!

Cranberry Lake underwater topography.
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Rick Colombo
Park Aide, Interpreter, Foundation Volunteer

After we lost our park interpreter due to budget woes, I
mentioned in one of the Current issues that we were looking
for a volunteer who might be interested in filling this need.

One of our readers passed on the suggestion to a neighbor
of his, who turned out to be a dynamic force we have
appreciated having around the park ever since. His energy and
boundless enthusiasm are coupled with an outgoing
personality and booming voice that gets everyone's attention.
He then fills that opportunity with engaging insights into
whatever subject is at hand. Add his handyman skills,
willingness to weed-eat and clean toilets, and the drive of a
former chief petty officer, and Rick Colombo finds his hand in
a lot of what has been successful at Deception Pass.

In his words:

After thirty six
years in the Navy, it
was time to settle
down. I always
wanted to be a
ranger. This park is
close to where I
live. My family is
local. I lived 7 years
on a boathouse in
Cornet Bay.

I came to the
park in 2011 as an
interpreter for five
months, paid by the
Foundation. Then I
became a camp
host for a couple

months, then a park aide, then a park aide the next
year, which turned into a winter-long job as well for
maintenance, then a summer park aide again for the
past couple of years. I'm the secretary and treasurer
for the Foundation now, too.

The interpretive side of the job is a big part of why I
came here. I always wanted to learn more about the
woods, the wildlife, the history. This is a great spot to
do that. I love sharing about the outdoors, being
outdoors. Living and working here, you get to know
what's behind the corner; visitors don't know yet, and I
get to share that local knowledge. I learned a lot in
school and around the world. I can talk to anyone
about anything. I gave fifty tours in Canada for a bus
company. Some weekends nearly 40% of our campers
are from Canada, and I can relate to the maple leaf
with them. I know the places they are talking about.

I bring things to the park. I'm a jack of all trades. I
have been a Scoutmaster, a High Adventure coach, a

scuba diver, and a fisherman. If it takes work, I can do
it.

I like working with the younger guys. Most people
don't see me as 65. I see myself as a big kid. I enjoy
the team here. Being a part of a team was what I
missed most about being in the Navy, being part of
something bigger than me. I feel appreciated here for
what I do. I can be myself. Commitment is part of who
I am. That outlet is here.

The best part of the job is the customer service,
helping others. Bathrooms are not my favorite part of
the job, but I know it has to be done to help our
visitors. I get a sense of pride when people are
satisfied with how the campground looks, or how a
restroom is clean. I get immediate satisfaction from
making things better. Here you see something that
needs to be done and you get to do it.

I like the social end of the job -- you get to meet
with customers. I love being on the staff because I
can make a difference. It gives me a sense of purpose.
I'm retired from the Navy but I still haven't sat down
for retirement. I have a passion for parks.

It's hard not to like parks.

Focus on Service

Rick Colombo points out an inter-
esting specimen on the tidepool
trail at Rosario
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Maintenance Update

Park Projects Done
● Re-roofing Bowman Bay Barn

● Striping all park roads

● Replacing lighting in several buildings with
LED lights (grant-funded)

● Connect Quarry Pond to the park sewer sys-
tem for treatment at the Navy base

● Repairing the North Beach fence

●Re-roofing Cornet Bay Retreat Center duplex
roof

Park Projects Underway:
● Beginning sewer system replacement for

main park system (capital funding)

● Beginning sewer system replacement for
North Beach  (capital funding)

● Re-roofing Quarry Pond residence

● Routine restroom cleaning, mowing,
weedeating, cleaning, etc.!

Park Projects Coming:
● Re-pave stretches of bad road at North Beach,

Bowman Bay, and Cranberry Campground:
Fall

● Campsite renovations/redesign: Cranberry
Campground: Fall

● Replace water line, Bowman Bay: Winter

● Interpretive Master Plan, Kukutali Preserve:
Fall

● Cabin renovations at Cornet Bay Retreat Cen-
ter: Winter

On July 20, our park celebrated it’s 94th birthday.
Looking pretty good for its age, I think.

Happy Birthday Deception Pass Bridge!
On July 31, the bridge turned 81. It may have a wrin-

kle or two, but at that age, we can accept those.

Captain Fantastic
Captain Fantastic opened in July in a limited release
around the Northwest. Now it’s gone. The DVD will
be out this fall or winter.

Arts in the Parks
After four popular music events this year, the Arts

in the Parks program comes to an end. We hope to have
NEA funding again next year, especially for the interac-
tive programs that the Seated Sousa Band provided!
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Visitor’s Choice Program

By Montana Napier

I stood beside a picnic table with my tree specimens
laid out neatly. That day visitors were uninterested in
going on a Nature Walk. Instead, they examined the
thick bark of the Douglas fir with a magnifying glass,
and looked closely at jars full of decomposing tree.
One child took on the task of counting the rings of
my “tree cookie,” but soon gave up and announced “I
think it is one thousand, four hundred and thirty
years old.”

This happens every once in a while. Sometimes very
few people attend programs, or nobody wants to go
for a Nature Walk. My job exists in a free-flowing
environment, in which anything can happen; an eagle
might steal the show by swooping low, it may start to
rain, or there may be people with special needs to
acknowledge. What I have learned at Deception Pass
is to “roll with the punches,” and tailor my programs
to fit the needs of visitors and our environment.

In the National Park Service, they have interpretive
programs devoted solely to this free-flow, known as
Visitor’s Choice Programs. These types of programs
can start with a simple question, “What would you
like to know about the Park?” The Ranger then
integrates the visitors’ interests into their talk,
deepening the connection between visitors and
aspects of the Park. On the day of my failed Nature
Walk, my time beside the picnic tabled morphed into
a Visitor’s Choice Program, adapted especially for
kids.

Five kids, ages eight to ten, flew by the Amphitheater
on their mountain bikes. When they turned in a wide
arc to head back uphill, I made eye contact and
waved. Suddenly, bikes were flung to the ground and
the children were standing in front of my table oo-
ing and ah-ing. The questions then started like rapid
fire - What’s this? Oo, is this a baby tree?! What bird is
this? Are there flying squirrels here? What is this for?
Are you a teacher?

Over the course of an hour, the children and I talked
nonstop. We talked about their families, and how
often they go camping together (being one big
extended family). We talked about their experiences
outside - they shared stories of school field trips
they’ve gone on. And we talked about social issues,

too, such as stereotypical traits of girls, and the fact
that the two sisters only like to hangout with boys.

Me: “Why do you not like to hangout with girls?”

The older sister: “They’re so dramatic. It’s boring.”

The younger sister: “I like to climb mountains and
play, and girls just like to talk about boys.”

The older sister: “And they get jealous and act mean.”

Me: “Why do you think they act like that?”

The boy cousin: “Because they want to be the
prettiest person alive! They all think they’re
princesses! But this is America and there aren’t any
real princesses!”

The girls agreed.

Me: “Don’t they know it's more fun to play outside
than worry about being a “princess”?”

All the kids laughed, and we started talking about
playing outside. Somehow the topic settled on the
trending Pokemon Go. The boy cousin revealed how
much he loves it -- “Well, I love nature and I love
video games! This is both things in one. It is
awesome! I walk to cool new places looking for
Pokemon.”

In case you are unfamiliar with this craze, Pokemon
Go is a location-based augmented reality game,
where players point their phones at the “real world”
to locate Pokemon creatures. In the past week, I
have seen teenage boys walk around with their noses
to their phone screens, searching for Pokemon in the
Park. I like the idea of getting people outside and
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being active, but to me, the benefits seem recreational.
To play, you explore the world through the lens of
someone else's imagination, and search for fictitious
creatures instead of living ones. And the girls
recognized this.

A girl cousin: “But you see more fake animals than real
ones!”

The boy cousin became defensive:  “Not-uh! Today I
walked into a bush for a Pokemon and saw a cool
animal. It was small and dark and had an orange belly.”

Girl cousin: “Was it a chipmunk?”

Boy cousin: “No. I dun’ know what it was.”

Me: “Did it have a bushy tail?”

Boy cousin: “Yes!”

Me: “Sounds like a Douglas squirrel.”

The girls, laughing: “You don’t know what a squirrel is?”

The boy in response, “Shut-up! I just forgot!”

To avoid conflict, I asked the children about other
animals they had seen in the Park (chipmunks, birds,
bunnies). I pointed out holes in a nearby snag made by
the Pileated woodpecker. They asked many questions.
Eventually, I brought out my phone and played a sound
clip of the woodpecker's call and drum. The kids beat
their hands on the table along with the drumming; I
asked what other birds are in the Park. Robins! Crows!
Seagulls!

I played their respective calls and the kids comically
mimicked the noises. A Barn swallow flew by, so I
pointed it out and then played its song.

The boy cousin: “That sounds like a Pokemon!” (And
then said the name of one, which I forget).

Me: “I think it sounds like squeaky shoes.”

They laughed, and then one girl said: “And the clicking is
like a wheel turning in a machine.”

Eventually, I looked at my watch and saw that it was
noon, which meant time for me to go and do other
work-related things. The kids were upset when I packed
up to leave, but I told them about the Junior Ranger
program at 2pm, and that seemed to make things okay.
As I walked to my truck, I saw them run off toward the
beach, their bikes lying abandoned in the grass.

I honestly wished for more time to serve as their
mentor, grateful to answer their questions about the
land, and about themselves. All I can do though, as an
educator, is hope that our time together sets their
imagination soaring; that they continue to play in the
park, without the limitations of a screen or the need to
prioritize being pretty (cue the long sigh).

July with the
Junior Rangers

By Dominique Saks
AmeriCorps Interpreter

The sun is out, the sky is blue, there are visitors
everywhere- and the kids are here too!   It may be no
surprise, judging by my instinct to rhyme, that my July
has been spent hanging out with humans in the 6-12
year old age bracket.  Junior Ranger season has been in
full swing, and I have had the great honor of leading
these youth through the proper training of junior
ranger-hood.

 Becoming a Junior Ranger is no easy task.   No,
no, these kids have to earn such a title (and such a shiny
badge.)   It is a three-part equation, both simple and
effective.  Educational program + Activity book + litter
pick-up = Junior Ranger! And so, every Saturday in June
and July, around 2:00pm, the pitter-patter of little
sneakers meanders down the hill to the park
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amphitheater.  About twenty kids and their adults find
a seat and the fun begins.

I have run three classes this summer that combine
information on park resources with kid-oriented
activities.  Sometimes Gracie the Gray Whale Skull
comes down for the show.   The students marvel at the
size, shape, and overall strangeness of the object.  We
dive deeper (no whale pun intended) and discuss what
we know about whales and what we can tell by looking
at the skull in front of us.  Yes they swim, yes they are
mammals, yes they are BIG.  We measure out how big a
Gray whale is with our special gray-whale measuring
tape, stopping along the way to compare the length to
other objects.  We learn about how gray whales eat
and reenact it to the best of our abilities.   We talk
about how humans affect Gray whales and how we
might help them to live long healthy lives.   After
showing the students some of the trash that can be
found in a Gray Whale’s stomach, litter pick-up
becomes an important topic and students weigh in the
matter of dealing with waste.

Some days, the Junior Ranger program is more
craft- oriented.  After an intro lesson in tide pool
ecology, students are given the option to create their
own personal tide pool (commonly known as a paper
plate) or an octopus (paper plate + pipe cleaners.)
The coloring, gluing, and general creative explosion
begins.   The students become very focused, and after
about 10- 20 minutes octopus of the blue, red, purple,
and rainbow variety begin swimming up to me to be
displayed on our make-shift gallery board.

On other days we become the animals we have seen
during our visit to the park.  We create animal masks,
channeling our inner eagle, raccoon, rabbit, deer, red
rock crab, owls, and others.  We talk about why it is

important to see a
variety of animals in
the park and what
that might mean for
the environment.  We
talk about how we as
humans affect
animals, and how we
should treat them.
There is a general love
for both the creatures
of the park, and the
awesome masks we
have just created.

 After our lesson,
students receive an
activity book as well as some direction on picking up
litter.  They fill out this booklet, which asks them to
write, draw, and do puzzles all having to do with the
park’s natural resources.  Once completed, the kids
bring their books and their picked-up litter to me,
proud and very ready for their badge.   I have them
raise their right hands and repeat after me….

On my honor, I will try to pick up trash whenever I
see it,
To be kind to animals,
To be kind to plants,
And to protect our Earth!

Congratulations, you are now a
Deception Pass State Park Junior Ranger.

Badges are awarded, thank yous are exchanged,
kids scatter, and I am left with a lot of markers to clean
up, but perhaps more importantly a very happy heart.
It is truly rewarding to work with kids in the setting of
the natural world.  I couldn’t quite articulate why, but I
think it has something to do with both the authenticity
of kids, and the grounding, universal love for our
beautiful, natural world.

 I am very grateful to Deception Pass State Park, the
Deception Pass Park Foundation, and AmeriCorps, for
allowing me the opportunity to run the Junior Ranger
program along with other environmental education
projects.  It has truly been a joy.    As my AmeriCorps
term completes at the end of July, this is my last
addition to the Current, and my last chance to say
THANK YOU to all of the individuals that have made
my experience here in the park such a wonderful, fun,
and adventurous six months.  There has been a lot of
learning and growing, and I am so grateful.  Three
cheers for you all, it has been a fantastic ride, and I
hope to see you along the winding trails we travel.
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August Programs in
the Park:

8/5 - 7pm Jill Johnson & the Shifty Sailors presents
"Little, but OH MY!”
  Enjoy the story of Berte Olson, Norwegian folk
music and maritime songs.
8/6 - 7pm Anacortes Kayak Tours presents
"Kayaking at Deception!”

8/12 - 7pm Skagit Audubon presents "Owls of

Puget Sound"
8/13 - 7pm Washington State Parks presents
"Exploring Whidbey Parks!"

8/19 - 7pm PBY-Naval Air Museum presents
"Military History of Whidbey"
8/20 - 7pm Anacortes Kayak Tours presents
"Kayaking at Deception Pass!”

8/26 & 27 programming held at West Beach Shelter
8/26 - 7pm Skagit Audubon presents "Owls of

Puget Sound"
8/27 - 7pm Island County Astronomical Society
presents "See the Stars!"

Come learn about the stars and astronomy;
there will be a 45 minute talk and then a 1.5
hour sky tour with telescopes on West Beach!

For more info, check deceptionpassfoundation.org
or the Deception Pass Park Facebook page

Rosario Field Classroom:
Open Saturday and Sunday, 12- 4

Coming  Events

Deception Pass Park Foundation Board

President:
Vice President: Barb Shaw
Secretary: Rick Colombo
Treasurer: Rick Colombo
Board Member: Jill Johnson
Board Member: Matt Klope
Board Member: Terica Taylor

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org

Follow the Foundation on
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Community Calendar

Saturday, August 20, 11:00 a.m. - 2:00
p.m.
Pomona Grange Park 5585 Old Highway 99
N.
(adjacent to the Samish Fish Hatchery)

Kids in Nature
A delightful free event sponsored by Friday Creek Habitat
Stewards, Skagit Conservation District , Skagit Fisheries
Enhancement Group and Partners.

August 27, 2016, 11AM-3PM.
Fidalgo Bay Day -
Mark your calendar for this fun,
educational event at Fidalgo Bay Resort
hosted by the Skagit MRC.

Saturday, August 27, 9:00 a.m.-2:00
p.m.
The Depot, 611 R Avenue, Anacortes

Fix-It Day at the Farmer's Market
TF&F volunteers donate their labor to help re-use by re-
pairing objects that still have life in them – lamps, small
appliances, whatever a handyman can fix.Donations go
to Deception Pass State Park!

Saturday, August 27, 10:30 - noon,
Anacortes Public Library,  1220 10th St. ,
Anacortes

Transition Skill Share Workshop:
Teas for a Healthy Autumn
Tea (Camellia sinensis) and herbal infusions are full of
health benefits for body and mind. Ora Mae Peterson will
help us explore these benefits, look into the history of
tea, share some seasonal tea blend recipes, and enjoy a
sampling of teas.

Join us every second and fourth Saturday at the library
for these workshops, presented free to the public to help
build self-sufficiency, sustainability, and skills for happy,
healthy living. Donations are welcome but not required.

Check out this brief and  interesting self
test using the  Water Footprint Calculator.
Have fun, and save water!

http://www.gracelinks.org/1408/water-foot-
print-calculator

Goodbye to Dom
It is with sadness and joy that we wish a fond farewell, for now,

to Dominique Saks. Her time with AmeriCorps has come to a
close at the end of July, and she will return to her birth state of
Hawaii for her next adventures.

Dom has organized and invigorated the Beach Naturalist pro-
gram this year, breathing further life into this essential service for
our park and visitors.

If we can find funding next year, she would love to return and
we would love to have her back. Her ever-present smile and
laughter will stay with us in her absence.



9



10



11

Like the waters of the Pass itself, Deception Pass State Park has a rich
storehouse of stories that swirl and capture those who plunge into its
depths of resources. An interpreter can bring these stories alive and involve
our visitors in connecting with the stories.

When we lost funding for our interpreter in 2010, I knew we were losing
part of the heart of the park.

AmeriCorps has helped fill that gap with temporary staffing. College grad-
uates have kept the dream and vision alive, six or ten months at a time. We
have treasured the energy and creativity that Sam Wotipka, Jessie Osterloh,
and Carly Rhodes brought to our visitors and our park's potential.

I always wonder how the new AmeriCorps intern will fit in with the team
and respond to the challenge of the park's interpretive opportunities. Com-
ing in to this complex park and seeing the wildly divergent tasks ahead of
them, each new intern has embraced the challenge and kept our interpre-
tive efforts thriving and alive.

This past year has seen it magnified
even more, thanks to the presence of
two interpreters where we used to
have just one.

But we have reached the end of
their service time.

Dom Saks completed her six
months of service July 31, and has re-
turned to her home state of Hawaii.
She says she wants to come back, but
the funding for her position was a
one-time grant. We don't know if we
can find it again.

Montana Napier has filled the past
ten months with a whirlwind of ideas
and actions and successes and visitor
contacts and program improvements
and thoughtful messages and chal-
lenging walks and tours and fasci-
nating articles and leadership and
partnerships. She has taken our so-
cial media presence several levels
higher. She has given children and

adults provocative and inspiring connections to the park.
And at the end of her term, she has agreed to come back in October and

continue where she left off, only this time with the advantage of knowing
the park and its potential from day one.

Thank you AmeriCorps for allowing us to have an intern each year for
meeting this need. Thank you to Dom and Montana for all you have done in
the past few months.

And we look forward to your return this fall, Montana, for a new year of
service to all.

This monthly update is sent to folks
who have expressed an interest in
keeping in touch with what is happening
or in the planning stages at Deception
Pass State Park.

We are grateful to have you welcome
us into your inbox.

If you are not interested in receiving
these monthly updates, please reply to
this message and let me know. We have
no intention of sending emails that you
do not wish to receive.

If you wish to communicate at
anytime with me or other park staff,
please email, call, or visit us. This park is
your park.

Park Manager
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-675-3767 ext. 26
jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ©

Park Staff:
Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Rick Blank, Asst. Manager
Darlene Clark, Sr. Park Aide
Rick Colombo, Park Aide
Doug DeYoung, Maintenance
Mechanic
Todd Harris, Maintenance
Jack Hartt, Park Manager
Jeri Lancaster, Office Asst.
Mark Lunz, Maintenance
Montana Napier, Naturalist
Ginni Reed, Ranger
Paige Ritterbusch, Ranger
Bill Ruh, Sr. Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Dominique Saks, Naturalist
Jason Stapert, Ranger
Bryce Watkinson, Ranger
John Whittet, Ranger
Marv Wold, Maintenance

AmeriCorps as a Life Ring

Montana Napier sharing stories on a re-
cent nature walk. Photo by Bob Jepper-
son.


