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A monthly newsletter for this park’s friends and neighbors
from the desk of the park manager

Deception Pass State Park

July 2016

The Rosario Field Classroom is OPEN to the Public
Saturdays and Sundays from 12-4pm. Spread the word!

In the first hour it was open, over 35 people stopped
by, and they all enjoyed what they found.

The former bathhouse at Rosario, built in 1935 by the
CCC, stood vacant and unused for decades. We refur-
bished it a few years ago as an educational center. But
with the push of several people in the Deception Pass
Park Foundation, the center became a reality this month
when the doors opened.

Many have been involved in putting the Classroom
together. Matt Klope and Rick Colombo have been the
chief jump-starters to make this happen. Sammye
Kempbell is helping provide intertidal specimens.

AmeriCorps naturalists Montana Napier and Dom
Saks put in dozens of hours with cleaning, organizing

exhibits, labeling materials, and creating interpretive
materials. Liz Merriman gave a lot of help for the final
cleanup of the place for opening, and Matt Klope volun-
teered his time this Sunday for it to be open. Rick Co-
lombo has been making wonderful progress on the
display cases.

Although it is nowhere near complete, we're off to a
good start! Several people have volunteered to donate
images for display. Soon we will also have the cross sec-
tion of the old-growth tree that now sits in the park of-
fice, and a big screen TV installed to show the story of
Kokwalalwoot and natural history subjects.

Kids love it, for good reason. There are cool things to
see, pictures to color, books to read, and stories to
hear.

Come experience the new visitor center for yourself.

        Rosario Classroom a Fun Place!

Montana Napier looks at some of the exhibits in the
new field classroom center.

Foundation member and volunteer Matt Klope talks
with a family from Spokane as they read and color at
the kids’ table.
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The Rosario area in what may be the 1920s, years before the Civilian Conservation Corps built the shelter and bath-
house there. Sharpes Cove is in the foreground (labeled as Rosario Beach on the photo); the pier is a little further
west than it is now, and has a small building at its end. Notice the flagpole, the large restroom in what is now the
open grass area. Note also the parking lot all around that building, along with a gate, and maybe a toll house for vis-
itors to get through the gate. Today’s Rosario Field Classroom sits just above and to the right of the cars on the far
right side of the picture. For all the changes in nearly a century of time, the landscape remains much the same.

Photo courtesy of Whatcom Museum for one-time “fair use”, and is fully copyrighted by the museum. It may not
be reproduced in any manner.
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Focus on People

Darlene Clark,
Senior Park Aide, registration booth

[ Darlene has been serving in our entrance station for
18 years, sharing her smile and helpful service to millions
of people in those years.

I asked her if she would be willing to share a little
about how she came here, and what she enjoys about
working here. ]

This is my 18th season.
I started here the day the entrance booth opened in

1998.
I used to open the park, using a flashlight early in the

morning to read the numbers on the old combination
padlocks to open the gates. I checked the campground,
giving notices to campers who had not yet paid, then
opened the entrance booth at 10 a.m. That's how I know
the campground so well -- I checked every campsite
every day.

I used to put out cones in every reserved site and a
note on each site with the name of the camper coming
in to each site. Things are a lot busier now!

I worked for 25 years as the parts department
supervisor at Sears. After that, I took nurse’s training at
Skagit Valley College for a year, and took a job at the
refinery for awhile. Parks called me with a job offer, but
I turned it down. They called later with a higher-paying
position, and I accepted it. I've been here every summer
since.

I trained many, many people in this booth. I helped
start the merchandise program at the park, and I have
met thousands of campers.

People always ask me why I enjoy working here. After
all, it is a very stressful job at at times. I love making
campers and employees happy. I have made so many
friends that I keep in contact with throughout the years.
Loving what I do is my reward. And it helps to do what
you are passionate about doing.

I love this park.

Park Projects Underway:

● Re-roofing Bowman Bay Barn - next few
weeks

● Inspecting all back flow preventers in park -
next few days

● Repairing North Beach fence

● Replacing lighting in several buildings with
LED lights (grant funding)

● Finalizing new sewer system at Quarry Pond
campground

● Beginning sewer system replacement for
main park system (capital funding)

● Beginning sewer system replacement for
North Beach  (capital funding)

● Routine mowing, weedeating, cleaning, etc.!

The Last Flight

This drone was found by local diver Jan Kocian
in his monthly inspection of the waters of the Pass
underneath the bridge. An urchin had taken resi-
dence on a propeller. The camera still had usable
pictures on its media card.

This is perhaps appropriate justice, as it is ille-
gal to fly drones in any Washington State Park, es-
pecially from the bridge!
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One Reason Why I Guide
Nature Walks

By Montana Napier

“Let’s take our hearts for a walk in the woods
and listen to the magic whispers of old trees.” -
Unknown

When guiding a nature walk, my senses are
heightened for the benefit of others. I watch for
changes in the landscape; quickly, my eyes scan
the forest floor for signs of life and activity. I take
note that on a fallen log, a baby Douglas fir tree
grows. The seedling, for that's what it is called,
has taken root on an old, dead log. This nurse log
protects the seedling from being trampled on or
shaded out. It also holds water, like a sponge, for the
seedling to drink. Nutrients, which were once locked up in
the old, living tree for hundreds and hundreds of years, are
freed by decomposers. And on the roots of the seedling,
truffles aid the tree in acquiring these nutrients, in
exchange for sugar.

I lead children and adults over to the nurse log and
show them a laminated picture of a sprouting seed. Briefly,
I tell the story of a Douglas fir tree and its long life in the
forest. After many many years and experiences, our tree
dies from windstorms and disease, eventually falls, and is
now the log before us.

“The once great Douglas fir becomes a nurse log itself,
and from its belly a new seedling rises up through the
darkness of the forest,” and
then I point out the baby
tree, only three inches tall,
shooting up out of bright,
green moss.

“Wow!”
“Oh that’s so cute!”
Smartphones and digital

cameras appear from thin
air, or oversized pockets, and are angled at the tiny tree.
Lights flash and clicking sounds fire as people lean into
each other, elbow to elbow, trying to document a sight
often overlooked. I wonder if they realize seedlings are
everywhere in the forest, in a constant state of
competition, struggling to reach sunlight and grow tall. For
our seedling to exist, thousands of seeds were dispersed
from their cones, and then over half of those seeds were
eaten by rodents. Hundreds took root in a quarter-inch of
moss or dirt, though never lived to be more than one-
years-old.

I found this tree after a quick scan of the forest floor,
and hiding within red huckleberry plants and thick moss, I
see three more. My goal of nature walks is to encourage
visitors to simply experience what is around them: to look
at a tree from the top down, and verbally note what they
observe; to see signs of decay and rebirth in plant
communities; to note how they feel beneath the shade of
the canopy; to listen for the sounds of life, and of the wind
moving through the leaves. I believe it is important to give
up “old” ways of seeing - looking singularly at one thing,
and try to experience the forest as a whole.

Oftentimes, people imagine a forest to be a collection of
same-sized, living trees, so that is what they allow
themselves to see. However, trees are to forests as bones

are to our bodies; bones provide
structural support for the body
and protection, as well as store
nutrients, but the other stuff that
makes up our body matters, too.
After all, aren’t we more than just
a collection of bones?

I believe that modern humans
need to broaden their scope, and

see systems and natural processes versus sole objects, in
order to cherish and protect their environment. To smell
the fragrance of decomposing needles - feel the cool Earth
beneath our palms, and use those experiences to learn
how life works on this planet, in real time. To break free of
our “old” ways of seeing, we have to take unusual steps,
and sometimes that abnormality might be in the form of a
nature walk with Montana.

“It is important to give
up “old” ways of seeing -
looking singularly at one
thing, and try to experience
the forest as a whole.
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July Programs in the Park:
All summer programs are held at Amphitheater unless otherwise noted

7/8 - 7pm Skagit Audubon presents "Owls of Puget Sound"

7/9 - 11am Nature Hike, 2pm Junior Ranger program, 7pm “Arts in the Park”

7/10 - 9am Morning Yoga (held at Amphitheater)

7/15 - 7pm PBY-Naval Air Museum presents "Military History of Whidbey"

7/16 - 11am Nature Hike, 2pm Junior Ranger Program, 7pm “Arts in the Park”
7/17 - 9am Morning Yoga (held at West Beach Shelter)

7/22 - 7pm Skagit Audubon presents "Owls of Puget Sound"

7/23 - 11am Nature Hike, 2pm Junior Ranger Program, 7pm “Arts in the Park”
7/24 - 9am Morning Yoga (held at West Beach Shelter)

7/29 - 7pm Orca Network presents "Way of the Whales"

7/30 - 11am Nature Hike, 2pm Junior Ranger Program, 7pm “Arts in the Park”
7/31 - 9am LAST Morning Yoga of the summer (held at Amphitheater)

August Programs in the Park:
8/5 - 7pm Jill Johnson & the Shifty Sailors presents "Little, but OH MY!”
  Enjoy the story of Berte Olson, Norwegian folk music and maritime songs.
8/6 - 7pm Anacortes Kayak Tours presents "Kayaking at Deception!”

8/12 - 7pm Skagit Audubon presents "Owls of Puget Sound"

8/13 - 7pm Washington State Parks presents "Exploring Whidbey Parks!"

8/19 - 7pm PBY-Naval Air Museum presents "Military History of Whidbey"

8/20 - 7pm Anacortes Kayak Tours presents "Kayaking at Deception Pass!”

8/26 & 27 programming held at West Beach Shelter
8/26 - 7pm Skagit Audubon presents "Owls of Puget Sound"

8/27 - 7pm Island County Astronomical Society presents "See the Stars!"
Come learn about the stars and astronomy; there will be a 45 minute talk and then a 1.5 hour sky tour with
telescopes on West Beach!

For more info, check deceptionpassfoundation.org or the Deception Pass Park Facebook page
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References:

Barn Swallow: flicker.com/jerryting

Giant nudibranch: www.seaotter.com

Painted turtle: naturemappingfoundation.org

Oregon grape berries: paulnoll.com

Red huckleberries: pinterest.com

Salal berries: nwicplantsandfoods.com

Ocean spray: bonneylassie.blogspot.com

Sea stars: news.ucsc.edu

Osprey: bouldercounty.org

Juvenile bald eagle: www.allaboutbirds.org

Pileated Woodpecker: allaboutbirds.org
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Here is the tentative line-
up for the annual summer
musical events at our am-
phitheater.

July 9: Miho and Diego (Jap-
anese and Colombian mu-
sic)
http://www.mihodiego.c
om/

July 16:  Fisher Poets John Van Amerongen and Erin Fris-
tad http://www.erinfristad.com/  (no website for
John—he’s a musician, too)

July 23:  Sedentary Sousa Band – world’s only seated
marching band http://sedentarysousa.com/

July 30:  Dunava – women’s a cappella music of
Eastern Europe http://www.dunava.org/

Coming  Events

Deception Pass Park Foundation Board

President:
Vice President: Barb Shaw
Secretary: Rick Colombo
Treasurer: Rick Colombo
Board Member: Jill Johnson
Board Member: Matt Klope
Board Member: Terica Taylor

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org

Follow the Foundation on
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We’ve all seen the signs.
“Please stay on the trail”.

The park manager wants you
to stay healthy by not getting off
the trail and into trouble from
steep cliffs, falling rocks, hot
geysers, big waves, poisonous
snakes, or whatever else lurks
off the trail. Or she wants to
keep the park healthy by not
having a thousand careless
boots crushing a wildflower
meadow or introducing noxious
weeds or disturbing nesting
wildlife or threatening the life of
a fragile tidepool.

I have shared that exact
message in many places
throughout this park, in asking
visitors to stay safe and to help
keep our at-risk environments
safe from overuse.

But I am a wanderer at heart.
I believe our human nature is to
follow a different path at times.
Seek and ye shall find. Not all
who wander are lost. The still
small voice can seldom be heard
in a crowd or sensed while
following the trails of others.
The thought of boldly going where no one has ever gone before attracts something
within. The road less traveled leads to places not commonly known.

Yes, there are times and places where we should stay on the trail. Our large
numbers of visitors make this an essential pathway to guard the values of the park
for every person, one person at a time. If we trample our wildlands they will no
longer be wild.

And yes, several visitors have been injured permanently, and some have lost their
lives, by venturing into places where they may fall.

But yes, there are times and places where we need to find our own way, to
explore without the benefit of knowing where we are going or where we will end up.
Sometimes we need to experience the wild heart of life, with the outcome
undetermined. The venture can be exploring a forest glade, or proposing a new line
of thought, or meeting with people outside your normal networking, or pursuing a
lifelong dream whose time has come.

It is those ventures, those explorations, those proposals, those meetings or pur-
suits that may give us quantum leaps forward in the trajectory of our lives.

Or not. But they may be worth the risk to find out.

This monthly update is sent to folks
who have expressed an interest in
keeping in touch with what is happening
or in the planning stages at Deception
Pass State Park.

We are grateful to have you welcome
us into your inbox.

If you are not interested in receiving
these monthly updates, please reply to
this message and let me know. We have
no intention of sending emails that you
do not wish to receive.

If you wish to communicate at
anytime with me or other park staff,
please email, call, or visit us. This park is
your park.

Park Manager
Deception Pass State Park
41020 State Route 20
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-675-3767 ext. 26
jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ©

Park Staff:
Jim Aggergaard, Ranger
Rick Blank, Asst. Manager
Darlene Clark, Sr. Park Aide
Rick Colombo, Park Aide
Doug DeYoung, Maintenance
Mechanic
Todd Harris, Maintenance
Jack Hartt, Park Manager
Jeri Lancaster, Office Asst.
Mark Lunz, Maintenance
Montana Napier, Naturalist
Ginni Reed, Ranger
Paige Ritterbusch, Ranger
Bill Ruh, Sr. Park Aide
Ben Shook, Ranger
Dominique Saks, Naturalist
Jason Stapert, Ranger
Bryce Watkinson, Ranger
John Whittet, Ranger
Marv Wold, Maintenance

Stay on the Trail?


