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Park Events 
 

Annual State Park Open 
House 

Mark your calendar for Thursday, 
January 24, at the newly renovated 
Cornet Bay Retreat Center Recreation 
Hall, at 7 p.m. (Parking is free.) 

See what has happened last year and 
what will be happening at the park this 
year; share your thoughts and your 
suggestions and your friendship.  

Snacks will be provided by  
members of the Deception Pass 
Foundation.  
 

Deception Pass Challenge 
June 22, 2013 
Second annual! 
West Beach, Hoypus Point, and Goose 
Rock 
Sponsored by Deception Pass 
Foundation 
 
Washington State Parks 
Centennial Celebration 
August 3, a Saturday 
Parkwide 
Events now being planned  

"So, What's New?" 

 
Deception Pass State Park does not 

offer much in the way of "newness". 
 Many of our trees have been around 

for hundreds of years, looking much the 
same today as they did when Elvis was 
king, even when James I was king.  

Our beaches and headlands are 
basically the same as when Augustus 
was king. We protect them to be as they 
have always been, with only the slow 
alterations of natural change. 

The park is not a place for "new", 
other than to see the familiar with new 
eyes, with the eyes of a child or with the 
eyes of understanding as we come to 
appreciate the depth of beauty and 
wisdom in the ancient and the aged all 
around us. 

Our park experiences are what they 
were a generation ago, a hundred years 
ago: a hike in the woods, a stroll along 
the beach, a sharing of time together 
with people you love in a place you 
cherish. 

But that doesn't mean the park is 
unchanging; it is new every morning, 
with new growth, new death, the passing 
of one generation to another, the rise of 
new flowers and fledgling birds and 
changing vistas. 

And that doesn't mean the park is 
static. We are constantly working hard 
to provide a modern infrastructure of 
facilities that accommodate our visitors' 

 

 

 

 

 

     Ranger Ben Shook cleans excess 

grouting off new tile work at the Quarry 

Pond campground restroom. 

 

experiences: clean and functioning 
restrooms, sewer lines that allow effluent 
to flow, roadways and trails that support 
appropriate traffic, shelters and signs and 
tables and fences that meet needs and 
expectations. 

And we work tirelessly to make sure 
there is help available when needed, 
someone who can answer a question or 
solve a problem or bind a wound. 

These are the expectations park staff 
have of themselves, to diligently serve 
you, while offering the resources of the 
park for recreational users, and while 
protecting the resources of the park from 
the wrong kind of change. 
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PPaarrkk  EExxppeerriieenncceess  
 

Kukutali Tours 
Call the caretaker at 360-661-0682 

to set up a reservation for a two-hour 
tour of the Kukutali Preserve on a 
Saturday morning. 

Tours are free. Reservations are 
required, as space is limited. Tours start 
at 9 and 11 a.m. with space for just 12 
people at a time. 
 
 

Winter Park Projects: 
• Bowman Bay Sewer Field: work 

begins in earnest in February or 
March. 

• Cleaning roofs, replacing roofs: 
ongoing. 

• Cranberry Lake swim beach: 
various passive approaches will be 
taken this spring. Other alternatives 
will be considered if these are not 
enough. 

• Building equipment shed in shop 
area 

• Improving CCC Interpretive Center 

• Restroom painting 
 
 

Heads Up at Rosario! 
Rosario's restroom will be replaced 

next summer as the second stage of our 
Rosario upgrades. 

Good news: The failing restroom will 
be replaced with an efficient facility that 
also offers space for our Beach 
Naturalists to have educational materials 
on site. 

Bad news: This means porta-potties, 
or vault toilets, will be the only restroom 
facilities available at Rosario for the 
summer of 2013. 

This is the second stage of a hoped-for 
three stage improvement for Rosario. 
First we upgraded the parking and 
landscaping, and restored the CCC 
restroom into a classroom facility. 

The final stage, if funding can be 
found, is to build an appropriately sized 
interpretive center and gathering place to 
share the story of the natural and cultural 
history of Rosario. 
 
 

"So, What's Up?"  
 
• Rosario's restroom will be replaced 

with a combination of a restroom and 
a gathering place, an office for storing 
Beach Naturalist materials and 
hopefully also for having volunteers 
available to meet with visitors and 
introduce them to the many fascinating 
stories at Rosario. Want to help? 

• More pedantically, the Bowman septic 
field near the playground will be 
changed to better handle the amount of 
sewage generated there, and at the 
same time prepare the way for maybe 
changing the boulder wall of the 
current beach into a natural beach. 

• We want to continue to add new roofs 
or repair old ones if possible: CCC 
kitchen shelters, the park maintenance 
shop, the barn near Pass Lake, several 
park residences are all in need. 

• Pass Lake will have a new vault toilet 
installed, replacing the worn out vault 
toilet that is there now. 

• Geese will be our focus at Cranberry 
Lake and at the Retreat Center this 
spring, with counter measures enacted 
to keep them from spoiling this year's 
swimming and activity season. 

• Cornet Bay will have its beach planted 
with shoreline grasses to finish the 
transformation there. 

• And for fun, the second Deception 
Pass Challenge triathlon takes place 
June 22.  

• The 100th birthday party of our 
Washington State Park system will be 
celebrated August 3 all day long 
throughout the park. 

• We are hoping to partner with skilled 
people to help us fund and build a 
stage for our newly refurbished 
amphitheater near West Beach! We 
have plans, we have partial funding.  

• We hope to have Arts in the Parks 
celebrations again throughout the 
summer at the amphitheater, along 
with weekend interpretive programs 
and Junior Ranger programs as well. 

• And every day, the sun will rise, the 
earth will warm, the park will grow 
and become renewed, slowly, subtly, 
surely. We hope you can be part of 
that growth however you wish to 
experience it. 

A Top Ten from 2012 
 
1. Recreation Hall at the Cornet Bay 

Retreat Center renovated by park 
staff, aided in funding by a grant 
from the Island County lodging tax 
and the Deception Pass Foundation. 

2. Cornet Bay Restroom replaced, 
and a picnic shelter added to this 
popular area, funded by Recreation 
and Conservation Office grants. 

3. A new, real beach at Cornet Bay 
replacing the industrial bulkhead, 
funded by several grants supporting 
natural beaches. 

4. A renovated amphitheater near 
West Beach, thanks to grants from 
the Deception Pass Foundation, 
Eagle Scout Nathan Wagner, and 
donations from Frontier Industries 
of Oak Harbor. 

5. Ward-Johnson Masonry of Oak 
Harbor repaired the rock fireplace 
and incinerator at the Cornet Bay 
Retreat Center, thanks to a grant 
from the Deception Pass 
Foundation. 

6. New interpretive signs were 
developed and installed at the 
Cornet Bay Retreat Center, sharing 
the story about the CCC camp at 
Camp Cornet. Signs designed by 
interpreter Sam Wotipka, funded by 
the Deception Pass Foundation. 

7. Lights and light systems replaced 
throughout the Cornet Bay Retreat 
Center and the maintenance shops 
area thanks to a grant from Puget 
Sound Energy. These new lights use 
far less energy. 

8. The first ever Deception Pass 
Challenge triathlon, raising funds 
for the Foundation and challenging 
area athletes over a difficult course 
throughout much of the park. 

9. We can't forget closing the 

swimming beach at Cranberry 

Lake due to contamination from 
resident geese, frustrating thousands 
of visitors and costing the park and 
our beach concession tens of 
thousands of revenue dollars. 

10. Nor will we forget losing several 
career employees early in the year 
due to state-wide park budget cuts, 
reducing this park's staffing levels 
by over a third. 
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CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEvveennttss  

  
Anacortes Library Speakers: 

January 23, Wednesday, 7 p.m. 
"Ice Age Floods in the Pacific Northwest 

Gene Kiver, Professor Emeritus of 
Geology and frequent park volunteer 

 

Anacortes Forest Lands Hikes: 

Double Watershed Tour 
Friday, January 11, 10am until noon 
Start the New Year off right with a hike 
in the woods with friends. This is a 
gentle, one and a half mile route through 
varied forest and wetland habitats. Learn 
about the beaver that maintain these 
wetlands, and the winter waterfowl that 
we will be sure to see.  
Meet at the end of 32nd St. off of D Ave. 
 

Adult Fitness Hike 

January 25, Friday, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Heart Lake parking lot to start 
Join Lin, Monica, and Jean for a fast 
paced work-out adventure. 

 

 

2013 Beach Watcher Lecture 
Series 
Please note the new location, described 

below 

 
January 11, 7pm 

From Satellite to Salish Sea. The 

National Wildlife Refuge System: A 

Network for Wildlife  
Lorenz Sollman, Deputy Refuge 
Manager, US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Washington Maritime Refuge Complex, 
Sequim, WA 

 
February 8, 7pm 

Ocean Debris: The Pacific Gyre 

and the Fukushima Tsunami  
Dr. Jan Newton, Principal 
Oceanographer, Applied Physics 
Laboratory, U of W and Executive 
Director, Northwest Association of 
Networked Ocean Observing Systems 
(NANOOS). 

 
March 8, 7pm 

Designing a Healthy Salish Sea 

Dr. Joe Gaydos, Wildlife Veterinarian 
and Chief Scientist, Sea Doc Society, 
University of California – Davis. 

 

"So, Who Helped?" 
In 2012, we nearly reached 12,000 

hours of volunteer assistance at the park.  
Our top volunteers? Everyone. Every 

hour of help makes a difference.  
Some of our busiest individuals and 

groups: 
Camphosts Kit and Pat McCartney, 

and camphosts Lou and Alis Parris, 
helped our campers and boaters 
throughout the year, each couple 

volunteering over 1000 hours this year. 
Rick Colombo served as a camphost 

and as a beach naturalist this year, 
putting in 393 hours. 
Lions Clubs from around this area 

contributed over 300 hours in one day in 
April cleaning up the park, removing 
weeds, hauling brush, fixing bulletin 
boards, and so much more. 

Boy Scouts scraped and painted the 
CCC interpretive center at Bowman Bay 
as part of an Eagle Scout project. Troops 
488, 4063 and 4059 each donated over 
100 hours each. Scouts helped care for 
the park throughout the year, from 
cleaning up park roads after storms to 
picking up litter to brushing trails. 
Secret Harbor of Skagit County 

worked over 779 hours in the park. 
HDR of Seattle cleaned shelter roofs 

and cleaned the interior of the CCC 
interpretive center at Bowman Bay. 

The Washington Trails Association 
repaired a trail at Dugualla State Park, 
improving the grade and drainage of a 
couple of areas to make them useable 
year round. 

Divers from the Skagit County 
Marine Divers Search and Rescue team 
helped clean up debris from under the 
waters of Bowman Bay.  

The Whidbey Retired Navy Chief 
Petty Officers, led by Bud Betz, rebuilt 
a foot bridge at Bowman Bay, and put in 
over 103 hours throughout the year. 

Sammye Kempbell organized the 
second Beach Naturalists training 
program, and helped coordinate our 
spring and summer naturalist program at 
Rosario, her tenth year protecting the 
tidepools and teaching visitors about this 
special environment. The Island County 
Beach Watchers get to count her 
volunteer hours, not the park, but we 
benefit from the several hundred hours 
that she volunteers every year. 

Did you know that park volunteers 

Gene Earnest, Bob Blunk, and Doug 

Shepherd (pictured to left) walk our park 
trails monthly, and remove downed trees 
blocking the trails when they find them? 
They put in over 140 hours in 2012 
keeping our trails open. 

The Skagit/Whatcom/Island County 
Trail Maintenance Organization (yes, 
that's a long title, even when shortened to 
"SWITMO"; it's a new name for an 
active organization) has built and cleared 
trails in Deception Pass for as long as I've 
been here, over nine years now. This 
year, they worked over 100 hours in the 
park. 

Susan 

Alaynick of 
Marysville 
provided over 
90 hours of 
service 
removing 
invasive non-
native species 
in the park, 
such as English 
ivy and 
Daphne. 

Our annual 
Hope Island 

Scotch Broom removal party attracted 
over a dozen hard working friends in 
April, and restored even more of the 
meadow at Hope Island. It is looking so 
much better! 

And twenty neighbors showed up on a 
cold day in late November to plant nearly 
a thousand plants at Cornet Bay as we 
restore that beach to health and 
productivity. 
YOU are the ones who make a 

difference! It's a dramatic difference 
being made by dedicated people who 
show up. Thank you everyone! 
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April 12, 7pm 

Removal of the Elwha Dam and 

Ecological Restoration of the Elwha 

River 
Dean Butterworth, Outreach and 
Education Specialist, National Park 
Service, Olympic National Park. 

 
Location: Lectures will be held at 

Northwest Educational Service District 
189 Building, 1601 R Ave, Anacortes. 
From Q St., turn on to Seafarer’s Way 
(between 14th and 15th streets), turn 
right onto R St. at stop sign and go  to 
the Northwest Educational Service 
District’s parking lot (there will be signs 
pointing the way and Beach Watchers, 
too!  

Sponsored by WSU Skagit Beach 
Watchers & Friends of Skagit Beaches. 
Lectures are free and open to the public. 
For more information, contact Matt 
Kerschbaum (360) 293-0773. 

 
January 28, 2013 

RAJ PATEL  
A Sustainable World Food System 

at McIntyre Hall  
Skagit Valley College 
Mount Vernon WA 
www.skagit.edu/globalfest 
Contact: ted.maloney@skagit.edu  
360.416.7774 

Raj Patel, academic, activist and 
author of Stuffed and Starved  Markets, 

Power and the Hidden Battle for the 

World Food System, and the New York 
Times best seller The Value of Nothing, 
will speak at Skagit Valley College¹s 
Mount Vernon campus on January 28 
about the World Food System and what 
is being done in many parts of the world 
to address the inefficiencies and 
injustices inherent in that system, with a 
focus on more sustainable ways of 
feeding ourselves and the rest of the 
world. 
More on Raj: www.rajpatel.org 
 

 
If you want to hear about Fidalgo 

area environmental events, consider 
subscribing to  

F I D A L G O   B E   W I L D  
an email newsletter, edited by Rich 
Bergner. Email him at richb@fidalgo.net 

"Way Better Than the Rose 
Bowl Parade on TV!" 

Some of the First Day Hikers begin 

the hike along the Bowman to 

Rosario trail. 

 

What a great way to start the new 
year. 

Our second annual First Day Hike 
encouraged over 60 neighbors to come 
out to Bowman Bay on New Year's Day 
and trek from Bowman Bay to Rosario 
and back. 

We couldn't have asked for better 
weather on January 1, with blue skies, 
light winds, and dry trails. 

 
 

Interpreter Sam Wotipka led the hike 
along the rocky shores of Bowman Bay 
and up to the top of Rosario Head. 

The Deception Pass Foundation 
provided coffee, hot cider, cocoa, snacks, 
and a hot fire at the end of the trail. Thank 
you Steve Young and Barry Wenaas! 

Next year, we are already making 
plans for TWO hikes, one to the top of 
Goose Rock, and an adventure hike of 
several miles to a seldom seen park 
highlight. 

Two of the First Day Hikers enjoy 

the view from the top of Rosario Head. 

 

For a very interesting 
perspective and wonderful 
photographs of the hike from one of 
the hikers, visit Dave Henning's 
blog at 

http://fidalgoweather.blogspot
.com/2013/01/first-day-
2013.html 

The rest of Dave's website is 
also full of fascinating local 
information. Check it out! 

 

 

 
 

 
"In every out-thrust headland, 

in every curving beach,  
in every grain of sand there is 

the story of the earth."  
                    - Rachel Carson 
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The Deception Pass Foundation, 
formed in 2005, is a membership-based 
non-profit organization dedicated to the 
funding of environmental education and 
protection in Deception Pass State Park. 

Current efforts include supporting 
our park AmeriCorps interpreter, 
rebuilding the park amphitheater, 
furnishing the Rosario field classroom, 
sponsoring the Beach Naturalist 
program, rebuilding the Cornet Bay CCC 
amphitheater, and helping fund the 
eventual construction of a Rosario 
Interpretive Center. 

Past successes include funding the 
protection of the Goose Rock meadows 
and the tidepool area, funding safety 
fencing at Bowman Bay, roofing of CCC 
shelters, sponsoring the bridge's 75th 
anniversary celebration, and hiring this 
year's interpretive intern, Sam Wotipka. 

If you are interested in furthering 
the goals of the Foundation, please join 
as a member and consider applying to 
become a board member. The board is 
actively seeking new board members to 
lead the Foundation as it moves forward. 

Visit the website of the Deception 
Pass Park Foundation to see how you 
can support this park 

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org 

 

Foundation Board members: 
Liz Merriman, President 
Barry Wenaas, Vice-President 
Steve Young, Secretary 
George Churchill 
Estelle Johnson 
Barb Shaw 
 

Foundation Board Advisors: 
Jack Hartt, Park Manager 
[vacant due to layoffs] Park Ranger  
Sam Wotipka, Park Naturalist Intern 

 

 

   Follow the Deception Pass Park 
Foundation on Facebook. Search for 
"Deception Pass Park Foundation" 

 

 

"They Ran Howwww Far?" 
Two local runners did well in our 

second annual Rainshadow Running 
event on December 8. 

Andrew Wyman, Oak Harbor, 
finished first in the men's division in the 
25k run with a time of 1:56. 

Megan Schorr, Anacortes, was first 
in the 50k run with a time of 5:08. Yes, 
you read that right -- fifty kilometers, or 
about 31 miles, in just over five hours. 
Megan and her husband Erik provide 
our Bowman Bay kayak tours as part of 
their Anacortes Kayak Tours company. 
Congratulations Megan! 

Sponsored by Rainshadow 
Running, which sponsors similar races 
around the northwest, the Deception 
Pass race has become one of the most 
popular, especially considering the 
background of views from the trails. 
 
 

The start of this year's 25k and 50k 

Rainshadow Running event near 

West Beach,, December 8 

 

This year, 300 runners signed up 
months in advance for the opportunity. 
The route wanders throughout the park, 
on both sides of the bridge, to achieve 
distances of 25k and 50k. 

"So, what does the Foundation do for the Park?" 
An amazing amount of work. Just 

read this list for starters, a partial list of 
what they accomplished this year: 

• Matching grant funds to support 
having Sam Wotipka as our 
Americorps interpretive intern, now 
in his second year here. 

• New CCC interpretive signs at the 
Cornet Bay Retreat Center. 

• Materials for the replacement bridge 
at Bowman Bay 

• Thousands of dollars for Ward-
Johnson masonry to rebuild the 
CCC amphitheater fireplace and 
incinerator. 

• Partial funding of the recreational 
hall renovation this past spring. 

• Assistance with funding for the park 
amphitheater construction. 

• Interpretive materials for the Junior 
Ranger programs all summer. 

• Paint supplies for an Eagle Scout 
project working at the CCC 
Interpretive Center. 

• Funding new prints of historical 
photos now on display in the 
recreational hall. (Attend the annual 

open house to see how they look!) 

• Funding for large maps on each of 
the park bulletin boards. 

• Organized the first Deception Pass 
Challenge. 

They also provided food and support 
services for all of our Arts in the Parks 
events and other interpretive events 
throughout the park.  

They also hosted the Deception Pass 
Challenge. Other projects during the past 
few years include the Dune Trail 
interpretive signs at West Beach, 
protective signing on Goose Rock, a sign 
near the underpass honoring the work and 
support of CCC alumni John Tursi, the 
restoration of two CCC stone fireplaces, 
roofing on several buildings -- the list just 
keeps going on! 

This is a small group of dedicated 
people who love the park and provide a 
way for our community to give back, 
financially or in service projects or 
community outreach. All funds raised by 
the Foundation stay at Deception Pass. 

Coming up this year: organizing the 
Washington State Park Centennial 
celebration, hosted at Deception Pass; 
organizing the second Deception Pass 
Challenge; continued support of the 
Americorps program and other 
interpretive activities, and on-going 
activities to raise awareness of the 
Foundation as this park's source of 
funding dedicated to protecting the park 
and educating visitors. 

So, worth your support? Tell others, 
too. 
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Celebrate 

Washington State Park’s 

Centennial 2013 
 
Your Washington State Parks will 

be 100 years old on March 19, 2013. The 
fourth oldest state parks system in the 
nation, Washington State Parks is 
celebrating their centennial milestone 
with events throughout 2013. For a full 
list of events, visit 
www.parks.wa.gov/events. 

 
 

This monthly update is sent to folks who 

have expressed an interest in keeping in 

touch with what is happening or in the 

planning stages at Deception Pass State 

Park. If you are not interested in receiving 

these monthly updates, please reply to this 

message and let me know, or send an email to 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov to be removed from 

the list. We have no intention of sending 

emails that you do not wish to receive. 

If you wish to communicate at anytime 

with me or other park staff, please email, 

call, or visit us. This park is your park. 

 

 

 

Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park  
41020 State Route 20  
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 
 

 

 
  

  
King Tides 

High tide on Monday, December 17, 
flooded the amphitheater area near West 
Beach, seen in the picture to the right.  

Waves pushed logs and debris into 
the West Beach parking lot and well 
beyond the picnic tables at Bowman 
Bay. 

We have "King Tides", super high 
tides due to normal annual factors, 
arriving here again the week of January 
14 to 16.  

Super high tides such as the one on 
December 17 require additional factors 
such as a low pressure over the area, 
high water flowing out of the Skagit, an 
on-shore flow due to westerly winds, 
and other phenomena converging here at 
the same time. 

 

This is a minor snapshot of what our 
beaches may be like every year when 
global climate change raises our oceans. 
If you want to understand tides more, 

consider attending this year's Sound 
Waters at Oak Harbor High School, 
February 2, which features 60 great 
lectures, including one on The Tides of 

the Salish Sea. 
  
Washington State Parks 
New Budget Up to 
Legislature Now 

The Governor this past week rolled 
out two budgets that would mean totally 
opposite fates for State Parks if adopted.  

The first is a so-called “Book One” 
budget built with the assumption of no 
new revenues or taxes for the state – 
with zero general fund for State Parks.  

The second, called “Book Two,” 
assumes new revenues and taxes – and 
in that one, the Governor proposed $19 
million in general fund for Parks.  

But either one – or neither – may be 
adopted by the Legislature and a new 
incoming governor, Jay Inslee – as they 
deal with the ongoing challenges of the  

Recession, continued competition 
for too few revenue dollars – and a new 
court mandate to fully cover the costs of 
education. A final budget will not be 
known until April or May at the earliest. 
The new biennium begins July 1, 2013. 

 
An initial analysis by the State Parks 

Executive Leadership Team indicates that 
if State Parks were to receive $19 million 
in the state’s final 2013-15 budget, the 
agency could operate at something near 
its current reduced operation levels (given 
dramatic staffing reductions last year, 
resulting in a more seasonal operation.)  

However, if no general fund is 
included in a final budget, it would be 
catastrophic for the agency, resulting in 
full and partial park closures, diminished 
seasons, campground closures and 
additional staffing losses throughout the 
agency.  

Many variables would need to be 
considered to know the depth of 
reductions at such a level. Because the 
agency has so dramatically reduced 
staffing and programs in the past four 
years, further reduction potentially puts 
the entire system at risk. With a budget 
dependent largely upon user fees, any 
closure directly affects the agency’s 
ability to earn revenue. 

 


