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Park Events 
 

Annual State Park Open House 
Mark your calendar for January, yes, dark 
January, Thursday, January 24, at the 
newly renovated Cornet Bay Retreat Center 
Recreation Hall, at 7 p.m. 
 

Rainshadow Running  
25k and 50k trail runs throughout park 
December 8 
 

Deception Pass Dash 
December 9 
Bowman Bay 
 
Deception Pass Challenge 
June 22, 2013 
Second annual! 
Sponsored by Deception Pass Foundation  

  

PPaarrkk  EExxppeerriieenncceess  
 

Kukutali Tours 
Call the caretaker at 360-661-0682 to set 

up a reservation for a two-hour tour of the 
Kukutali Preserve on a Saturday morning. 

  Cornet Needs Green Thumbs  
Want to plant a new beach? 
The Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group just contracted with the Northwest 

Straits Foundation to complete the planting of the new upland beach area at Cornet 
Bay.  

The lower beach area that will support saltmarsh vegetation and dune grasses 
will be planted next April, and we are hoping to organize a weekend community 
planting event there at that time.  

Meanwhile, however, the SFEG will be planting the upland beach fringe area 

this month, and is extending an invitation to our park neighbors to help us out 
with that work.  

We'll be staging plants on Monday Nov 26, and planting on Tuesday 
November 27, from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm or so. It will be a fairly informal work 
party, but volunteers would be welcome for all or part of the day. If we know 
who/how many are coming we can bring tools, shovels and snacks for all. 

The uplands will support roses, snowberry, flowering current, ocean spray, 
cedar and alder, and other classic northwest beach forest plantings. Experts will be 
on hand to guide volunteers in proper techniques, planting depths, and other 
specifics. 

A little help goes a long way, and results in a good looking beach! Come join 
the fun, and watch the beach become a living ecosystem. 
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Tours are free. Reservations are 
required, as space is limited. Tours start at 9 
and 11 a.m. with space for just 12 people at a 
time. 

 
Anacortes Kayak Tours 

Closed for the season.  
www.anacorteskayaktours.com 

 
Deception Pass Tours 

Closed for the season. 
www.deceptionpasstours.com 

 
Academic Adventures 

Visit the website at 
www.academicsandadventures.org 

 

West Beach Concessions 
Closed for the season. 
 
 

Fall Park Projects: 
• Bowman Bay Sewer Field: work begins 
in earnest this week. 

• Cleaning roofs, replacing roofs: this fall. 

• Cranberry Lake swim beach: researching 
alternatives for reducing the impact of 
geese and removing the contaminants on 
the lake bottom in the swimming area. 

• Building equipment shed in shop area 

• Improving CCC Interpretive Center 

• Restroom painting 

• Winterization of water systems 
We have now said goodbye to all of our 

seasonal rangers and summer help for the 
year, leaving the skeleton crew of permanent 
staff until March. 
 

 

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEvveennttss  
Anacortes Forest Lands Hikes: 

Little Beaver Pond Loop - Senior/Adult 
Friday, November 9, 10:00 - 12:00 
Meet at the end of 29th St, west off D 
Avenue. 

Heart Lake Traverse - All ages 
Saturday, November 10, 10:00 - 12:00 
Meet at the Heart Lake parking lot. 

 
If you want to hear about Fidalgo area 

environmental events, consider subscribing to  
F I D A L G O   B E   W I L D  

an email newsletter, edited by Rich Bergner. 
Email him at richb@fidalgo.net 
 

Kiket Island Plan  
The Kukutali Management plan is being presented to the Swinomish Indian 

Tribal Community this month, and to the Washington State Parks and Recreation 
Commission at their meeting on December 6 at the Monroe Fairgrounds. 

The plan encourages low-impact use of the Preserve. If approved, the island 
will need some minimal facilities built first in order to allow for public use without 
allowing any harm to the Preserve. The next step will be to find funding for the 
parking lot, and volunteers to help build a trail, so that we can open the gates. 

 
 

Monthly Quiz Corner  
What animal species living in the Salish Sea has the most volume of 

combined body weight of all of its total population? 
Answer below 

 
 

CCC Amphitheater to be Rebuilt! 
After nearly 80 years, the famous stone fireplace and amphitheater at the 

Cornet Bay Retreat Center needs work. 
Decades of fires have cracked and crumbled the mortar holding the rocks 

together; weather and time have added to the cracks and tumbled some of the rocks 
to the ground. 

Through the generous support of the Deception Pass Foundation, the fireplace 
will be repaired by local stonemasons this month! 

This iconic gathering place will be restored to look much as it did in the 

Thirties when it was first built by the young men of the Civilian Conservation 
Corps. Try to imagine the number of campers who have sat here to gaze at a 
crackling fire while looking at the view of the islands and Mount Baker in the 
distance. 

Imagine now how many more can continue to enjoy that memorable 
experience thanks to the skilled repairs to be performed by the company of Ward-
Johnson, led by Oak Harbor resident Bob Johnson. Bob will be donating a 
considerable amount of material and some of his time to allow this project to be 
funded within the available budget. 

Hopefully next month we can show you what the repaired amphitheater looks 
like. 

Thank you, Deception Pass Foundation and Bob Johnson! 
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The Deception Pass Foundation, formed 
in 2005, is a membership-based non-profit 
organization dedicated to the funding of 
environmental education and protection in 
Deception Pass State Park. 

Current efforts include supporting our 
park AmeriCorps interpreter, rebuilding the 
park amphitheater, furnishing the Rosario 
field classroom, sponsoring the Beach 
Naturalist program, rebuilding the Cornet 
Bay CCC amphitheater, and helping fund the 
eventual construction of a Rosario 
Interpretive Center. 

Past successes include funding the 
protection of the Goose Rock meadows and 
the tidepool area, funding safety fencing at 
Bowman Bay, roofing of CCC shelters, 
sponsoring the bridge's 75th anniversary 
celebration, and hiring this year's interpretive 
intern, Sam Wotipka. 

If you are interested in furthering the 
goals of the Foundation, please join as a 
member and consider applying to become a 
board member. The board is actively seeking 
new board members to lead the Foundation 
as it moves forward. 

Visit the website of the Deception Pass 
Park Foundation to see how you can support 
this park 

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org 

 

Foundation Board members: 
Liz Merriman, President 
Barry Wenaas, Vice-President 
Steve Young, Secretary 
George Churchill 
Estelle Johnson 
Barb Shaw 
 

Foundation Board Advisors: 
Jack Hartt, Park Manager 
[vacant due to layoffs] Park Ranger  
Sam Wotipka, Park Naturalist Intern 

 

 
 
 

   Follow the Deception Pass Park 
Foundation on Facebook. Search for 
"Deception Pass Park Foundation" 
 

Winter Closures Frustrate Visitors  
Rosario is closed to vehicles for the winter. So is North Beach, and the 

Bowman Campground, and our Cranberry Campground. 
Having lost almost half of our staff due to budget cuts, we had to reduce our 

staff workload somehow. Opening, cleaning, and then closing the 16 full size 
restrooms while also performing overdue maintenance projects becomes an 
impossible task for our skeleton staff during the winter months. 

Something had to be let go. 
We know it is frustrating to our guests, but we can only do so much in a day. 

The gates are closed and the restrooms shut down. 
Visitors are still more than welcome to park outside the gate and walk into 

Rosario, or to park at West Beach to get to North Beach. 
Weekend openings as we have done in the past are not possible at North 

Beach due to the water system being on a well, which requires water testing in 
Mount Vernon every time we open the restroom.  

I am looking for partnerships that may provide alternative methods of taking 
on the winter maintenance of these additional areas of the park. My goal is to have 
the park open everyday in every way. 

 
 

Could, or Should, Parks be Self-Sufficient? 
The Washington State Park Commission has again stated clearly that they 

believe that Washington State Parks cannot be self-supporting. In their October 
Commission meeting in Vancouver, they re-iterated the need for some tax support 
to keep our park system functioning as a quality opportunity for all. 

State Parks provide many benefits for the state, including bringing in millions 
of dollars to local economies that are near parks, and meeting the health and 
recreational needs of those who enjoy the outdoors. The value of having premier 
destinations of uncommon quality filled with outstanding natural and cultural 
resources is an added bonus. 

The Discover Pass has not brought in the revenue that leaders forecast for the 
new system, leaving increasing gaps in the state park budget. 

The governor will propose her budget in December. The new legislature will 
convene in January to consider how to balance all the needs of our state. 

Could our state parks be self-sufficient? I could manage Deception Pass like a 
KOA or Thousand Trails, with denser camping, additional commercial facilities, 
and charging by the hour or the view. We already make a substantial profit -- half a 
million dollars this year over expenses. I could make more 

Should we? 

 
 
Beach Naturalist Opportunity  

For the past two years, the park has hosted and helped sponsor our Beach 
Naturalist program, training volunteers to help protect Rosario's tidepools, and 
educate its many visitors. 

This year's Beach Naturalist program will be expanded to offer even more 
classes focused on the marine environment at Rosario and simple ways to share 
what we know with parks guests. 

Island County Beach Watchers, Skagit County beach volunteers, and park 
staff are joining forces with long-time Rosario volunteer Sammye Kempbell to 
create a dynamic and valuable training program for those who want to become 
comfortable in their knowledge of the Rosario tidepool area. 

The price? Free. The value to you, and to the park? Priceless. Stay tuned as 
classes will be starting around the first of March. 

 



 4 

 
On a Global Scale: 

 

Despite the torrential rains, and in some cases 
heavy snows, dumped on the Northeast and Mid-
Atlantic states by Hurricane Sandy the drought 
that has gripped much of the nation since last 
spring continues to plague the Lower 48 States, 
according to the latest report of the U.S. Drought 
Monitor. 

As of October 30, the entire continental U.S. west 
of the Mississippi, with the exception of the 
Pacific Northwest and some patches in Texas, was 
at least abnormally dry, with large parts of 
Oklahoma, Nebraska and Kansas in exceptional 
drought, the very worst category — as they have 
been for much of the summer and early fall. 

On a Local Scale: 

November 27, 2012  
7th Generation Supper Program — Celebrate 
Community  
with Graham Kerr  
6:00 PM Tuesday  
Anacortes Senior Center  
 

Visit Transition Fidalgo & Friends at 
http://transitionfidalgo.org 

 
 
"Current"   Logo Credits 

Barb Lyter of Lyter Photography and 
Graphic Design provided the design for the 
title logo of the “Current”.  

Learn more on the web at 
www.lyterphotography.com 

 

 

Celebrate 

Washington State Park’s 

Centennial 2013 

 

Anonymous Diving Experience Review  
I am sharing this to let you see yet another side of what this area offers, a far 

less visited part of the park: 
 
So today I did Deception Pass..... I had previously heard the word "colors" 

associated with this site, however NOTHING can do this site justice!!! No amount 

of video or pictures can truly capture how spectacular this site truly is.  

The best comparison I can come up with in terms of quality to this site is 

diving in Indonesia. When I was there last October I did some truly magnificent 

drift dives along some very deep and decorated walls. Indonesia diving is 

renowned worldwide for having some of the most dense and diverse life of 

anywhere in the world.  

Deception Pass is equally good. You don't need to spend thousands of dollars 

to get diving like this. You only need to go here and have your mind blown.  

Visibility was around 10-25 feet today, the water was a beautiful shade of 

teal, and the currents were all over the map. There were times where the current 

really was 100% still (probably partially due to the large boulders on the slope 

offering some much desired shelter), and there were times when the current felt 

ready to rip a hole in the space-time continuum and catapult you into another 

dimension! There were downcurrents and upwellings, and back eddies, and pretty 

much everything else you can think of.  

However it was all completely manageable at "slack", and it was a rip-

roaring roller coaster of fun.  

Life at this site included....everything. I am horrible at fish ID, so I will name 

what I can. There were massive blue/purple/green colored sea urchins, huge viney 

bull kelp, tube worms by the thousands (my new favorite critter!), sponges out the 

wazoo, sea cucumbers of ALL shades, nudibranchs, cool lookin' fish, and colorful 

stuff!!! And more color. And more. And more.... The color is astounding, and 

breathtakingly beautiful.  

This site is not to be missed. Next time the currents align, DO IT! It is one of 

the best sites I have dived, period. 

 
By Ahti, 10-7-12 
Rating: 5 
 
An awesome video of a Deception Pass dive can be found here: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RkBmdDJbTbA&sns=em 
 
 

Monthly Quiz Answer  
 
Though mostly unknown to human 

Salish Sea residents, pound for pound there 
are more ratfish in the water here than there 
is of any other fish species. 

The odd, hybrid creature pictured to the 
left is a ratfish. 

It didn't used to be our most successful 
species. Our Salish Sea has changed, and 
continues to change. We are losing diversity, 
and here is a less than obvious but dramatic 
example. 

For more information: 
http://nsgl.gso.uri.edu/casg/casgy08001.pdf 

http://seattletimes.com/html/pacificnw/2012531495_pacificpratfish15.html 
 



 5 

 
 

This monthly update is sent to folks who have 

expressed an interest in keeping in touch with 

what is happening or in the planning stages at 

Deception Pass State Park. If you are not 

interested in receiving these monthly updates, 

please reply to this message and let me know, or 

send an email to jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov to be 

removed from the list. We have no intention of 

sending emails that you do not wish to receive. 

If you wish to communicate at anytime with 

me or other park staff, please email, call, or visit 

us. This park is your park. 

 

 

 

Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park  
41020 State Route 20  
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Pass Lake Toxins 
Came and Went  

Toxic algae. It sounds scary and 
intimidating. It is a natural product 
created by some blue-green algae. 
Blue-green algae is actually a bacteria, 
called cyanobacteria, that has some of 
the same characteristics as algae and 
other plants.  Cyanobacteria are 
commonly found on land and in lakes, 
rivers, ponds, and in estuaries and 
marine water. 

What is a blue-green algae 

bloom?  

Blue-green algae reproduce 
rapidly in water when the amount of 
sunlight, temperature, and nutrients are 
adequate, like they were late this 
summer. By October, the Pass Lake 
became cloudy with algae growth. This is called a bloom. The blue-green floated 
to the surface and was several inches thick near the shoreline.  

Although blue-green blooms can create nuisance conditions and undesirable 
water quality, most blue-green blooms are not toxic. A blue-green algae bloom:  

• Often looks like green paint floating on the water. 

• Is made up of extremely small organisms that are hard to pick up or hold. 

• Can be bright green, or bluish, brownish, or reddish green. 

• Is most common in the summer and fall but can occur anytime.  

• In their toxic form, can kill pets, waterfowl, and other animals. They can 
also cause serious illness in humans. 

What is a toxic bloom?  

Some blue-green algae produce toxins or poisons. Ingesting the algae while 
they are still poisonous can cause serious illness.  

Eventually the toxins break down and are destroyed naturally. 
When we found thick blooms in the lake, we immediately took samples of the 

water to the Skagit County Health Department. Their tests discovered toxic levels 
that were above acceptable limits. The lake was posted with warning signs for 
about two weeks.  

With the rains and cold of fall, the toxin is no longer a problem. Pass Lake is 
once again fully open for swimming and fishing. Yes, some people actually swim 
there, swimming across the lake and back. Whew. 

 
 

Focus Here  
Can you capture the park through a lens? Would you like to share the beauty 

you see with all of us? Would you want to be featured in a full color calendar? 
The Deception Pass Foundation will be sponsoring a photo contest next year 

to produce a calendar for the year 2014. 
Start now to capture images of the park that illustrate Deception Pass through 

the seasons of the year. The top twelve photographs will be published in the 
calendar, and the photographers will receive wonderful prizes, like a free calendar! 

More details will be posted in the next month's Current. But start shooting 
now! 

All proceeds of the sale of the calendar will benefit the Deception Pass 
Foundation, which shares all it receives to benefit the park. 
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Deception Pass Foundation: 

Join Us in Shaping the Future 
 

OUR MISSION: 

… to support the development of educational programs and 
resource protection at Deception Pass State Park. 
 

We achieve our mission by: 
Providing financial support  for educational and 
environmental programs in the park, 
 
Supporting community partnerships which enhance the 
Foundation’s mission, and 
 
Fundraising for park projects 
 
The Deception Pass Foundation is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization. All contributions are tax deductable.  
 
Contributions to the Foundation are dedicated solely to  
educational programs and resource protection projects at 
Deception Pass State Park. 
 
We provide a way to give back and ensure that 100% of 
your donations go to enhance the future of the park. 
 

Contact us at: 

Deception Pass Foundation 
41020 State Route 20 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
 

360-675-3767 ext. 26 

 
 
 
 
 
For on-line giving by PayPal or credit card, go to: 
http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/membership.html  
 

 

Membership Application 

Deception Pass Park Foundation 
 
Name ___________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________ 
 
City ____________________________________________ 
 
State _________     Zip _____________________________ 
 
Email ___________________________________________ 
 
Membership Level: 

� Student/Seniors: $10 

� Individual $20 

� Family $35 

� Small Business $100 

� Sustaining $100 

� Sponsor $250 

� Patron $500 

� Steward $1000 

� Benefactor $2000 

 

� Other donation: $______________ 
 
Total enclosed: $__________________ 
Please make checks payable to Deception Pass Park 

Foundation. Send completed application to address at left. 

 
Would you like to be recognized as a donor?   
� Yes      No � 

   
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


