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CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEvveennttss  
 

Fix it Day: October 6, Anacortes 
Got a broken small appliance to repair or 

a small engine yard tool that won’t start? 
Maybe your watch needs a new battery. We 
might be able to help you. 

Because the first one was so successful, 
and demonstrated a real value for people, 
Transition Fidalgo & Friends and the 
Anacortes Farmers Market will be holding 
the second Fix It Day on Saturday, October 6  
from 9 am to 2 pm. We’ll have a room in the 
Depot during the Anacortes Farmers Market.  

This is a benefit for Deception Pass State 
Park, so donations for the repairs will go to 
the Deception Pass Foundation. 

 
 

Dewey Beach Community 
Presentation by Park Manager 
Park Manager Jack Hartt will present  
"The State of the State Park" at a community 
gathering on November 1 at the Dewey 
Beach Fire Hall. 

 
 
 
 

  Wonder  
With my one year old granddaughter in my arms, it is my privilege to wander 

the fields and woods around my house with her, looking at our planet with new 
eyes. 

She marvels at a leaf moving in the wind. Then she tries to eat it. 
She tastes a blackberry off the bramble and savors the flavor for a full minute. 
She gets down on her hands and knees and fingers a blade of grass, sensing its 

sharp edges, its flexible strength, its 
green color, or who knows what that 
captures her imagination in that 
microcosm of life. 

She looks at a bird flying overhead, 
and gasps with eyes and mouth wide 
open. 

When was the last time I gasped to 
see a bird fly by? 

It is only by seeing our world with 
new eyes each day, or with the eyes of 
new perspective, that we can awake to 
the beauty, the majesty, the glory that 
surrounds us in miracles large and 
small. 

The earth turns, the sun rises, the 
world breathes, the planet lives. The 
depth of power in the unfolding of a 
flower or the changing color of a leaf 
can be seen in a passing glance or 
absorb us for the next hour or more. 

I am constantly overwhelmed by 
the immensity and intensity of this park: 
the hallowed hallways of our ancient 
woods where any sound seems to break 
a sacred silence; thick moss cushioning 
rocky shoulders; quiet beaches, families at play, crabs sliding sideways through the 
eelgrass, the echoing croak of a raven, the whisper of wind in a shoreside pine.  

What is your point of marvel in the park? What captures your heart and 
engages your spirit here? 

What if this was your first day on the planet?  
Or my last?  
Would we see the wonder all around us with new eyes? 
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Annual Park Open House 
Mark your calendar for January, yes, dark 
January, Thursday, January 24, at the Cornet 
Bay Retreat Center Recreation Hall, at 7 p.m. 

 

Park Events 
 
Cranberry Caper Regatta 
Model sailboat races 

October 6 - 7, East Cranberry Lake  
Saturday: Races start 11 am until 4 pm. 
Sunday: Races start 10.am with last race start 
at 2.30 pm  
3 pm: Awards Ceremony.  
 

 
Rainshadow Running  
25k and 50k trail runs throughout park 
December 8 
 

Deception Pass Dash 
December 9 
Bowman Bay 
 

Deception Pass Challenge 
June 22, 2013 
Second annual! 
Sponsored by Deception Pass Foundation  

  

PPaarrkk  EExxppeerriieenncceess  
 

Kukutali Tours 
Call the caretaker at 360-661-0682 to set 

up a reservation for a two-hour tour of the 
Kukutali Preserve on a Saturday morning. 

Tours are free. Reservations are 
required, as space is limited. Tours start at 9 
and 11 a.m. with space for just 12 people at a 
time. 

 
Anacortes Kayak Tours 

Visit the website  
www.anacorteskayaktours.com 

 
Deception Pass Tours 

Closed for the season. 
www.deceptionpasstours.com 

 
Academic Adventures 

Visit the website at 
www.academicsandadventures.org 

 

West Beach Concessions 
Closed for the season. 

Cornet Bay Like You've Never Seen It  
It's nearly done, for now. 
If you haven't seen the changes to the beaches at Cornet Bay, you are in for a 

surprise. The change is dramatic, exciting, and large scale. 
The 800 feet of creosoted wall that separated visitors from the actual beach is 

now gone, completely gone. 
In its place is a gently sloped 

gravelly beach that matches the 
natural and untouched beaches 
on either side, to the northeast 
and to the southwest. 

Large woody debris is 
anchored to the beach in places 
to further lock in the beach, 
provide some beachfront habitat, 
and disrupt some of the energy of 
future storms. 

A walkway along the beach will now connect the west end near the private 
marina to the boat launch, allowing a walker to traverse along the entire new 
shoreline without having to dodge cars and trucks with trailers and boats. 

A new water line has been added to the head of the dock to allow visitors to 
get water for their boats. This will be opened up this winter. Now we are seeking 
grants to replace the aging docks and piers that serve our thousands of boaters each 
year. This is long overdue. 

Coupled with the new restroom and picnic shelter, Cornet Bay's uplands have 
been transformed this year. 

Come be excited with the changes we are seeing. 

What's next?  

New soil is being added to the upshore right now, which will be planted next 
spring with a variety of native plants, shrubbery, and trees. This will change the 
character of the viewscape from wide open to having more pockets of views, so to 
speak. The picnic tables scattered along the beach will be screened more from the 
parking areas; views from the parking lot will be more subtle, not wide open and 
expansive as they have been in the recent past. 

Salt grasses, pickleweed, and other native beach plants will be planted 
between the uplands and the tidewaters. The Cornet Bay area is being transformed 
into a people friendly, life accommodating home, completing the transition from 
industrial shoreline to natural beach. 

 
 

Kiket Island Plan  
The Kukutali Preserve Management Board released the draft management 

plan last week, which I announced in a special message to Current readers. Several 
of you responded with personal comments and ideas, which I have passed on for 
consideration by the Swinomish Tribal Senate and the Washington State Parks and 
Recreation Commission in their respective meetings in a month or two. 

The plan are online at http://www.parks.wa.gov/plans/kukutali 
The draft plan emphasizes the priority of protecting the Preserve's natural and 

cultural resources, while providing opportunities for limited no-impact visits for 
the public. 

Development to further protect the resources and allow non-consumptive 
recreation will be accomplished in phases, as funding allows. 

The future of the Dunlap house on Kiket Island remains as a future decision. 
It may or may not have nationally recognized historical significance. While 
research takes place, the house will be protected. 
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Fall Projects: 
• Bowman Bay Sewer Field: fall 
completion date? 

• Roof on CCC house near park entrance: 
this month or next 

• Sewer system repairs at North Beach: 
underway 

• Cranberry Lake swim beach: researching 
alternatives for reducing the impact of 
geese and removing the contaminants on 
the lake bottom in the swimming area. 

• Roofing several park buildings: fall and 
winter 

 
 

On a Global Scale: 

 
 

 

 

  
On a Local Scale: 
 

Visit Transition Fidalgo & Friends at 

http://transitionfidalgo.org 
 
 
 
 

Where There's Smoke... 
It began with park staff smelling smoke, but not being able to see it. A while 

later, as the weather and winds shifted, a column of smoke began rising near 
Naked Man Valley.  

Even then, finding the 
exact location was a 
challenge, as the fire was in a 
remote area of the park, away 
from commonly used paths. 

Mt. Erie Fire District 11 
assisted park staff in focusing 
our search near Ginnett 
Road, where we finally 
discovered the fire. It had 
slowly climbed a steep 
hillside during the day, 
burning about a tenth of an 
acre (an area about 50 feet by 
80 feet). 

Park Rangers Blank 
helped park aide Harris and 
others carry tools to the fire 
and built a fire line around its 
perimeter to keep it from 
spreading further. 

Our red-card ranger Ben 
Shook then coordinated the 
fire suppression with crews 

from the Department of Natural Resources, who brought water lines down to the 
fire. DNR crews laid out over a quarter mile of hose to reach the fire and 
extinguish the blaze. 

Park staff, Mt. Erie volunteers, and DNR crews then monitored the site for the 
next few days, eliminating a couple small flare ups and ensuring that the fire was 
completely out. 

The probable cause: someone cooking a dinner over an open fire, in the 
crackling-dry woods, with flammable material just inches away. What were they 
thinking? 

 

Closed for the Winter 
As the park moves into the "quieter" season, with fewer visitors coming to the 

park, and with fewer staff to maintain facilities, we begin to close some of our 
gates and restrooms. 

This month we are closing the Bowman Campground and nearby restroom, 
and the middle and back loops of the Cranberry Campground. 

Next month, we lose our seasonal rangers and all of our summer park aides. 
Having already lost three other permanent staff as well, keeping all our facilities 
open is just not possible, as well as not wise stewardship of our limited funding 
resources.  

So, in November, we close the rest of Cranberry Campground for the winter, 
with only Quarry Pond available for campers. We also close North Beach's gates 
and restroom, and we close popular Rosario Beach's gates and restroom. And we 
close the West Beach Concession area restroom, and the Cornet Bay Retreat 
Center for the winter. 

Meanwhile, the "off" season means that with less staff than ever, we attempt 
to maintain, repair, rebuild, and improve the parks buildings, grounds, and 
infrastructure to be ready for now and future use. 
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The Deception Pass Park Foundation, 
formed in 2005, is a membership-based non-
profit organization dedicated to the funding 
of environmental education and protection in 
Deception Pass State Park. 

Current efforts include seeking to 
support funding for a park interpreter next 
year, rebuilding the park amphitheater, 
furnishing the Rosario field classroom, 
sponsoring the Beach Naturalist program, 
and helping fund the eventual construction of 
a Rosario Interpretive Center. 

Past successes include funding the 
protection of the Goose Rock meadows and 
the tidepool area, funding safety fencing at 
Bowman Bay, roofing of CCC shelters, 
sponsoring the bridge's 75th anniversary 
celebration, and hiring this year's interpretive 
intern, Sam Wotipka. 

If you are interested in furthering the 
goals of the Foundation, please join as a 
member and consider applying to become a 
board member. The board is actively seeking 
new board members to lead the Foundation 
as it moves forward. 

Visit the website of the Deception Pass 
Park Foundation to see how you can support 
this park 

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org 

 

Foundation Board members: 
Liz Merriman, President 
Barry Wenaas, Vice-President 
Steve Young, Secretary 
George Churchill 
Estelle Johnson 
Barb Shaw 
 

Foundation Board Advisors: 
Jack Hartt, Park Manager 
[vacant due to layoffs] Park Ranger  
Sam Wotipka, Park Naturalist Intern 

 

 
 
 

   Follow the Deception Pass Park 
Foundation on Facebook. Search for 
"Deception Pass Park Foundation" 
 

 

Welcome Back, Ranger Stapert and Family! 
In a providential mix of good timing and unexpected available opportunities, 

Ranger Jason Stapert has rejoined the staff of Deception Pass this month in a 
seasonal ranger position. 

Jason promoted to the Department of Fish and Wildlife this summer when his 
ranger position was cut to only six months due to the budget cuts. But an eight 
month seasonal ranger position opened up at the exact time that Jason was 
available to step back into the position with us. He gained a two month longer 
position than he had when he left, in a location that he and his family love, and we 
have gained an experienced and capable ranger for the park. 

It's good to have Ranger Stapert with us again. 
 
 

Sam Wotipka, Interpretive Intern  
We welcome Sam Wotipka back again this week!  
Sam was our AmeriCorps interpretive intern last year, from October through 

August. His position is funded by a grant from the Deception Pass Foundation. 
AmeriCorps allowed us to have Sam back for a second year, and the 

Foundation is supporting his funding once again. 
Last year, Sam was very active in developing the park's Foundation website, 

helping organize the Beach Naturalists, providing tours to visitors around the park, 
helping develop and manage the many evening programs in the park, presenting 
many of the evening programs himself, improving our park bulletin boards, 
developing the new park maps seen around the park and available for sale, 
securing and presenting the gray whale skull for display, organizing many 
volunteers for volunteer projects such as the amphitheater, and teaching thousands 
of school children and adults at the tidepools, junior ranger programs, and more. 

Sam also authored the Bridge newsletter, which starts up again in November. 
In a park of this size, with this many visitors, it is imperative that we have a 

naturalist to develop and present the stories about the resources of our park and 
help protect and interpret those stories. 

Thank you to Sam for being here again, and to the Foundation and each donor 
for your generous financial support. 

 
 

Where and When in the Park? 

How well do you know the park? Can you identify where and about when the 
picture above was taken in the park? The answer is at the end of this issue. 
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"Current"   Logo Credits 

Barb Lyter of Lyter Photography and 
Graphic Design provided the design for the 
title logo of the “Current”.  

Learn more on the web at 
www.lyterphotography.com 

 

 
 

 

 

Celebrate 

Washington State Park’s 

Centennial 2013 
 

 

This monthly update is sent to folks who have 

expressed an interest in keeping in touch with 

what is happening or in the planning stages at 

Deception Pass State Park. If you are not 

interested in receiving these monthly updates, 

please reply to this message and let me know, or 

send an email to jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov to be 

removed from the list. We have no intention of 

sending emails that you do not wish to receive. 

If you wish to communicate at anytime with 

me or other park staff, please email, call, or visit 

us. This park is your park. 

 

 

 

Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park  
41020 State Route 20  
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 
 
 
 
 

Park Picnic, 1926 
The date reads Thursday, August 5, 1926. 
The following article is copied from the front page of the "Puget Sound Mail", 

the oldest newspaper in the state at the time, based in La Conner and self-titled the 
"official newspaper of Skagit County".  

 

2,000 PICNICKERS MAKE MERRY  

AT DECEPTION PASS PARK FRIDAY 
Nearly two thousand people attended 

the seventh annual old settlers' picnic at 
Deception Pass state park on Whidby 
Island [sic] last Friday. At an early hour 
the islanders began to gather and hundreds 
of guests from outside communities kept 
the ferry busy until noon. 

The picnic was held this year on the 
banks of Cranberry lake, a new road 
having been built to the lake shore, and a 
fine camp kitchen erected by the state park 
board for the use of tourists. 

The program arranged by Chairman 
Custer of the picnic committee included a 
concert by the Anacortes municipal band 
in the forenoon; the fine picnic dinner with 
coffee furnished by the committee, and a 
program of music and speaking for the 
afternoon. Among the speakers were 
representatives of the Skagit county fair 
and Everett fair associations, with urgent 
invitations to the island people to visit the 
exhibitions; Grant Hinkle, secretary of 
state, Clark V. Savidge, commissioner of 
schools and public lands, and 
Congressman Lin Hadley of the second 
district of Washington. 

Mr. Hinkle spoke on the work of the 
state park board, and its system of 
establishing public tourist parks in various 
parts of the state, expressing the 
gratification of the board at the splendid 
work of the Whidby island people in 
building roads and clearing ground for the 
day's gathering. Speaking of the cost of the 
present park system to the people of the 
state, he reminded those present that the 
system consisted largely of tracts set aside 
from the public lands of the state, and 
from gifts to the state for park purposes. 
Only one of the parks had been acquired 
by purchase, and that at greatly under its 
present market value. 
 

Following Mr. Hinkle, Congressman 
Hadley told of the struggle necessary in 
congress to get the Deception Pass tract 
turned over to the state for park purposes. 
It was fortunate that the action was taken 
when it was, as a later rule of the 
departments turned all abandoned military 
reservations over to the Interior 
department, to be sold at public auction, 
the appraisal in no case to be less than 
$1.25 per acre. Even at the minimum 
price, the purchase of the tract of nearly 
2000 acres would have been a 
considerable burden to the residents of the 
island, and it is likely that private parties 
would have recognized the value of the 
property and the price thereby greatly 
advanced. The speaker added his 
congratulations on the find development 
work already done and predicted that the 
park would become a mecca for tourists 
visiting the northwest. 

Land Commissioner Savidge spoke 
of the many benefits of the state park 
system to the citizens of the state. In laying 
out and setting aside the tracts of state land 
for park purposes it has been the aim of the 
board to so locate them that the man 
starting from any section of the state can 
be sure that evening will find him near one 
of these spots -- a part of his own property 
as a citizen -- where he can make his camp 
for the night and be at home. 

The value of the parks is not alone to 
the citizen, but extends to the tourist from 
other states, and is of far-reaching value in 
making the hospitality of this state known 
throughout the country. 

Mr. Savidge said he was glad indeed 
to see the large assemblage at the park, as 
the utility of such places has a great 
bearing on the amount of development 
work which will be done by the board. 
 

 
Where and When in the Park: The photo shows construction of the small 

restroom near the boat launch at Bowman Bay, sometime in the early 1970's, after 
State Parks acquired the former fish hatchery property from what was then called 
the Department of Fisheries. 
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Deception Pass Foundation: 

Join Us in Shaping the Future 
 

OUR MISSION: 

… to support the development of educational programs and 
resource protection at Deception Pass State Park. 
 

We achieve our mission by: 
Providing financial support  for educational and 
environmental programs in the park, 
 
Supporting community partnerships which enhance the 
Foundation’s mission, and 
 
Fundraising for park projects 
 
The Deception Pass Foundation is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization. All contributions are tax deductable.  
 
Contributions to the Foundation are dedicated solely to  
educational programs and resource protection projects at 
Deception Pass State Park. 
 
We provide a way to give back and ensure that 100% of 
your donations go to enhance the future of the park. 
 

Contact us at: 

Deception Pass Foundation 
41020 State Route 20 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
 

360-675-3767 ext. 26 

 
 
 
 
 
For on-line giving by PayPal or credit card, go to: 
http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/membership.html  
 

 

Membership Application 

Deception Pass Park Foundation 
 
Name ___________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________ 
 
City ____________________________________________ 
 
State _________     Zip _____________________________ 
 
Email ___________________________________________ 
 
Membership Level: 

� Student/Seniors: $10 

� Individual $20 

� Family $35 

� Small Business $100 

� Sustaining $100 

� Sponsor $250 

� Patron $500 

� Steward $1000 

� Benefactor $2000 

 

� Other donation: $______________ 
 
Total enclosed: $__________________ 
Please make checks payable to Deception Pass Park 

Foundation. Send completed application to address at left. 

 
Would you like to be recognized as a donor?   
� Yes      No � 

   
 
 
 

   

 

 
 

 


