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CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEvveennttss  

  
Skill-share workshops  
Free, each Saturday from 10  noon at the 
Depot down at the Farmers Market.  
Specific details can be found at 
anacortesfarmersmarket.org 
Depot Workshops Calendar:  
Aug. 11: Creating Backyard Wildlife Habitat.  
Aug. 18: Recognizing Native Plants for kids 
& families 
Aug. 25: Safe Home Canning  
Sept 8: Alternative Energies  
Sept 22: Preserving Tomatoes 
Sept 29: Fermenting Foods 
Oct. 6: Storm water Management  
Oct. 13: Rooftop gardens 

  
HIKES IN THE ANACORTES 
COMMUNITY FOREST LANDS  

August 10, 10:00 - noon --- Senior/adult 
hike -- Northwest Whistle 
Meet at the Whistle Lake parking lot. 
 
August 11, 10:00 - noon --- All ages hike -- 

  Cranberry Lake Swim Beach Closed 
The geese did it. Or more accurately and bluntly, goose poop. Too much of it. 

Too many geese are spending their summers now at Cranberry Lake. As a result, 
their fecal matter has increased the levels of coliform bacteria at the west end swim 
beach, one of our most popular recreational attractions in the park. 

Island County Department of Health staff monitor this beach and others on a 
routine basis. This week they detected unhealthy levels of fecal coliform here. 
They immediately notified us, and together we posted signs at the beach to let 
visitors know of the problem. 

Geese are not the whole problem, but they are contributing the opportunity for 

the problem to exist. E coli is suppressed when temperatures are low, but increases 
dramatically in high temperature. As summer warms the waters of the lake, the 
bacteria thrives and becomes a significant health hazard. 

Several questions come to mind right away. 
First, how long will the closure last?  

We don't know, but we suspect that the beach will be closed for the rest of this 
summer, and maybe longer. As long as the geese are around, the problem will be 
too. Currently only the west end of the lake is exceeding healthy levels. 

Worse yet, the problem won't go away until the water is flushed, literally. But 
Cranberry Lake does not flush itself like a river; the water is quite static this time 
of year, until the rains return in fall or winter. The mess will hang around. 
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All around Heart 
Meet at the Heart Lake parking lot. 
 
Trail Tales Interpretive Walk 
Wednesday, August 8th 
34th St., 10:00  11:30 AM 

Native & Introduced Plants  Where Did 
They Come From? How Were They Used? 
Identify and discuss about a dozen important 
plants along the Trail, how they fit into the 
environment, and how they were used by 
humans of different backgrounds. The walk 
is suitable for children and history buffs, 
Anacortes residents and visitors alike. The 
walk is along a paved, flat trail that is 
handicapped accessible. For more 
information go to the Trail Tales link at 
www.skagitbeaches.org 
 

Trail Tales Interpretive Walk 
Saturday, August 18th 
Fidalgo RV Park, 2:00  3:30 PM 

Please join us for another in the series of 
the Trail Tales Shoreline Interpretive 
Program walks along the Tommy Thompson 
Trail on, Saturday, August 18th at 2:00 pm. 
The docent led walk is called Native Cultures 
Along Fidalgo Bay and will begin at Fidalgo 
RV Park. Join us to learn more about the 
totems, settlements, traditional uses of cedar 
and plants, as well as the abundant lives of 
the original inhabitants of this area. As 
always, the trail is along a paved, flat trail 
which is handicapped accessible. For more 
information go to the Trail Tales link at 
www.skagitbeaches.org 

  
August 11, 9am Washington Park Bike 

Ride. The park will be closed from 9-1pm 
that day for bikes 
 

Summer Projects: 
• Bowman Bay Sewer Field: fall 

completion date 

• Replacement of the deck at the Cornet 
Bay Retreat Center is done!  The look of 
this building is just marvelous. It has 
been revamped and restored by our 
creative and talented maintenance team 
of Mark Lunz and Marvin Wold.  

• Roof on CCC house near park entrance: 
this month 

• Roof on house on Ben Ure: this month or 
next 

• Cleanup of beach at Cornet: this month 
 

How unhealthy is it? 

Anyone who swims or plays in the water in such a way that water splashes 
into the mouth or nose is at risk of contracting a disease which may cause gastro-
enteritis, skin rashes, lung issues, or other problems. Wading in the water stirs up 
the detritus, making it more active. Boaters are not at risk, as they are not in the 
water. 

Is it the geese for sure? 

E. coli can come from a variety of sources, including diapers, nearby sewage, 
birds, cows, and other animal life. However, the growing abundance of geese on 
the lake the past couple of years, and the obvious presence of goose poop 
throughout the swim beach and nearby lakeshore, make the geese a likely culprit. 

What can we do about the geese? 

We don't know. 
Park staff have been raking feces 

daily now all summer, a significant 
chore that takes a lot of time but has 
direct benefits for the shoreline, but 
not the swim area under the water.  

Geese populations are increasing 
steadily throughout North America. 
Many are now resident in this area, 
living in Skagit and Island counties 
year round. The populations at Cornet 
Bay and Cranberry Lake started with 
just a handful five years ago, 
exploding into nearly a hundred at 
each of these park areas this year. 

The goslings were cute to watch 
as they grew up under the watchful eyes of their parents. But consider their impact: 

One adult goose can excrete a up to three pounds of feces every day. 
Multiply that by the number of geese in the gaggles at Cranberry, and we have a 
problem that is compounding daily. 

We are working with the Department of Fish and Wildlife biologists to find 
appropriate methods of managing the geese populations. The Island County Health 
Department will be measuring the lake E. coli levels frequently now to see what 
our efforts may be doing.  

What the solutions will be are unknown at this time. Bottom line: we cannot 
allow the geese to take over the lake to the detriment of the health of the lake. 

We hope that the natural beach to be constructed at Cornet Bay will 
discourage Canada Geese from living and pooping there. Time will tell. 

In the meantime, the Cranberry swim beach is closed. We are saddened to see 
this happen, but we want our visitors to be safe and healthy above all else. 

 
Beach Changing at Cornet Bay 

The beach will be changing this month at Cornet Bay. The creosote bulkhead 
will be removed, and much of the grassy uplands where the tables are will become 
part of the beach. 

This exciting opportunity to restore our natural shoreline will begin near the 
end of the month. For several weeks we can watch the transformation from forty 

years of a walled-off beach to 
a new era of natural shore 
processes, the way our 
beaches used to be.  

Forage fish and salmon 
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On a Global Scale: 
Three numbers 
 
2 
The Copenhagen climate conference in 2009 
formally recognized "the scientific view that 
the increase in global temperature should be 
below two degrees Celsius." 
 

565 
Scientists estimate that humans can pour 
roughly 565 more gigatons of carbon dioxide 
into the atmosphere by midcentury and still 
have some reasonable hope of staying below 
two degrees. 
 

2795 
In short, this is the gigatons of fossil fuel 
we're currently planning to burn. And the key 
point is that this new number – 2,795 – is 
higher than 565. Five times higher. At the 
present rate of consumption of energy, and 
expectations of energy corporations, our 
economy is based on world citizens using this 
much energy. At what cost? 

 
 

PPaarrkk  EExxppeerriieenncceess  
 

Kukutali Tours 
Call the caretaker at 360-661-0682 to set 

up a reservation for a two-hour tour of the 
Kukutali Preserve on a Saturday morning. 

Tours are free. Reservations are 
required, as space is limited. Tours start at 9 
and 11 a.m. with space for just 12 people at a 
time. 

 
Anacortes Kayak Tours 

Closed for the season. Visit the website  
www.anacorteskayaktours.com 
The AKT is a proud sponsor of the Deception 

Pass Dash. 

 
Deception Pass Tours 

Closed for the season. Visit the welcome 
wagon at the bridge, or their store on 
Highway 20 north of the park near milepost 
44for more information, or check their 
website at www.deceptionpasstours.com 

 
Academic Adventures 

Visit the website at 
www.academicsandadventures.org 

will be grateful for a more productive beach once again. Kids and other beach 
users will enjoy getting to the water's edge without navigating around a four foot 
high wall. 

During construction, all day use facilities will remain open, including the boat 
launch, moorage, and parking. In the end, we will have the same amount of 
parking, the same amount of picnic tables available, and a healthier and more 
natural beach to enjoy. 

We will lose part of the lawn, yes, and a couple picnic tables, but gain what a 
park is really for: the chance to enjoy a natural environment.  

 
Eagle Scout Candidate Rebuilds Picnic Tables  

Jonah Hjelm of Troop 488 wanted to earn his Eagle Scout rank by helping at 
Deception Pass State Park. He saw that the picnic tables at the Cornet Bay Retreat 
Center were showing their age, and wondered if he could rebuild them. We said 
yes, of course! 

Somehow, Jonah found the financial resources to purchase the 2 x 12's for ten 
picnic tables, and the natural food-grade preservative to apply to the boards to 
protect them from the elements. 

Then he also found the 
labor resources with 70 scouts 
and leaders who helped 
provide over 150 hours of 
labor to rebuild the tables. 

The end result is 
amazing. 

Deception Pass State 
Park is blessed to have so 
many talented and eager 
young men in the state to 
assist us in making this park 
better each year. 

Eagle Scout Candidate Jonah Hjelm, left,  

shakes the hand of his troop leader for  

completing his service project of restoring 

picnic tables at the Cornet Bay Retreat Center. 

 

 
 
Welcome Ranger John! 

Welcome to our newest park team member: John Whittet. 
Former Ranger Jason Stapert has become a full time employee as a Fish and 

Wildlife agent. Taking his place is ranger John Whittet. 
He is a husband to Maria and the father of two daughters, Lauren and Tamra 

Lynn. His academic background is in Biological Anthropology, which gave him 
the most interesting experience of excavating 3000-year-old mummified human 
remains in the deserts of Jordan in 2003. 

His career with Washington State Parks has spanned five years and covered 
six parks, including Fort Worden, Flaming Geyser, and most recently, Bridgeport 
State Park. 

"It is an honor and a dream fulfilled to be working at Deception Pass," he 
said. "When I was a child growing up in San Diego, my father would tell me about 
growing up near Deception Pass and how special that place was. Now that I'm 
here, I have to agree." 
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The Deception Pass Park Foundation, 
formed in 2005, is a membership-based non-
profit organization dedicated to the funding 
of environmental education and protection in 
Deception Pass State Park. 

Current efforts include seeking to 
support funding for a park interpreter next 
year, rebuilding the park amphitheater, 
furnishing the Rosario field classroom, 
sponsoring the Beach Naturalist program, 
and helping fund the eventual construction of 
a Rosario Interpretive Center. 

Past successes include funding the 
protection of the Goose Rock meadows and 
the tidepool area, funding safety fencing at 
Bowman Bay, roofing of CCC shelters, 
sponsoring the bridge's 75th anniversary 
celebration, and hiring this year's interpretive 
intern, Sam Wotipka. 

If you are interested in furthering the 
goals of the Foundation, please join as a 
member and consider applying to become a 
board member. The board is actively seeking 
new board members to lead the Foundation 
as it moves forward. 

Visit the website of the Deception Pass 
Park Foundation to see how you can support 
this park 

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org 

 

Foundation Board members: 
Liz Merriman, President 
Barry Wenaas, Vice-President 
Steve Young, Secretary 
George Churchill 
Estelle Johnson 
Barb Shaw 
 

Foundation Board Advisors: 
Jack Hartt, Park Manager 
[vacant due to layoffs] Park Ranger  
Sam Wotipka, Park Naturalist Intern 

 
 
 

   Follow the Deception Pass Park 
Foundation on Facebook. Search for 
"Deception Pass Park Foundation" 
 

 

 

Americorps Interpreter Program Ending 

This month marks the end of the interpretive efforts of our Americorps 
interpretive intern, Sam Wotipka. 

Sam joined us in October last year, and put so much energy into so many 
interpretive efforts. Consider this list of achievements:  

• creating the new park and Foundation website,  

• creating large topo maps for park bulletin boards,  

• developing the new topo map now at the publishers,  

• designing and installing four interpretive signs at the Cornet Bay Retreat 
Center,  

• scheduling the Beach 
Naturalists at Rosario 
Beach,  

• coordinating the 
amphitheater 
renovation,  

• coordinating the Arts 
in the Parks 
programming,  

• developing and 
presenting our whale 
program,  

• leading Junior Ranger 
programs,  

• leading several school groups at Rosario,  

• giving guided talks at the bridge,  

• writing The Bridge monthly newsletter,  

• preserving wildlife specimens for future programming,  

• helping make the bulletin boards more professional and attractive,  

• developing program announcement boards for campers and other visitors to 
see what is happening at the park, and so much more.  

He makes even the energy bunny look lazy. 
His Americorps position was funded for ten and a half months, meaning it 

expires this month. We hope that Americorps can give him another year of service 
with us, but as of today, this has not yet been confirmed.  
The Deception Pass Foundation is seeking ways that maybe they can partner with 
other programs to find a way to keep him employed here as an interpreter. This 
park truly benefits from having education as an opportunity for visitors. 

 
 
 

New Preserve Caretaker 
Tanisha Gobert is our new caretaker at Kukutali Preserve. Tanisha has an 

impressive resume of education in the natural sciences, with a bachelor of science 
degree in environmental sciences from Western Washington University, and post 
graduate work there as well. She has a work background in aquatic land 
protections and water quality monitoring. She also has experience with chainsaws, 
weedeaters, and tractors. 

She is also outgoing, friendly, and a natural educator. We believe her 
education, job experiences, and career interests mesh well with the requirements of 
the caretaker position at Kukutali. 

Take a tour of the island and meet Tanisha if you have not yet seen our 
newest Washington State Park. 
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"Current"   Logo Credits 
Barb Lyter of Lyter Photography and 

Graphic Design provided the design for the 
title logo of the “Current”.  

Learn more on the web at 
www.lyterphotography.com 

 

 
 

 

 

Celebrate 

Washington State Park’s 

Centennial 2013 
 

 

This monthly update is sent to folks who have 

expressed an interest in keeping in touch with 

what is happening or in the planning stages at 

Deception Pass State Park. If you are not 

interested in receiving these monthly updates, 

please reply to this message and let me know, or 

send an email to jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov to be 

removed from the list. We have no intention of 

sending emails that you do not wish to receive. 

If you wish to communicate at anytime with 

me or other park staff, please email, call, or visit 

us. This park is your park. 

 

 

 

Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park  
41020 State Route 20  
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 
 
 
 
 

Shelters Cleaned 
by HDR 

Two years ago they 
helped rebuild the small shelter 
that everyone drives past along 
the East Cranberry Lake 
shoreline. Last year they 
helped rebuild, from the 
ground up, the southernmost 
shelter along Cranberry Lake's 
eastern shore. 

This year, six employees 
of HDR Architecture, Inc. of 
Seattle came back to maintain 
these buildings, cleaning out a 
couple years of needles from 
the new roofs, scrubbing the 
logs, cleaning the foundation, 
and giving these shelters a chance to 
survive another seventy five years 
with this kind of care. 

Our ranger hat is off to each one of these folks who gave up a beautiful 
Saturday in July so that we and our grandchildren can continue to enjoy these 
buildings. They want to come back again next year, taking on yet another of our 
historic structures. 

Thank you, HDR! And thank you, Greg Pierson, Josh Atria, Thom Keyes, 
Rachel Dentel, Martha Weiss, Ana Parke. 

 
 

Kukutali Planning Moving Forward 

The public meeting in Anacortes brought out several ideas for the 
management board to consider. What came out in clarity were a few key concepts: 
keep the preserve preserved, do only what is financially feasible, and allow 
appropriate public access as soon as possible. 

From that mandate, the management board is moving ahead with the plans 
for "phase one" development. The basics of the plan are a small parking area near 
Snee-Oosh Road, minimal public facilities such as trails and signage, a small 
kayak landing, and increased protection of Flagstaff Point. 

One area of disagreement has been what to do with the house on Kiket Island. 
Public opinion varied from preserving it to using it as a gathering place to tearing it 
down. The cost of maintaining the house is considerable. The value of the house to 
the entire Preserve is debatable. Further investigations are now being done to 
check into its historical value and cost analyses for the various options. 

Kayak access was also discussed, with a general consensus that any kayak 
access should be in areas and at times that will not damage forage fish habitat. 

The parking area is the biggest challenge. Snee-Oosh Road has no legal 
parking along the shoulder, meaning a parking area needs to be developed for 
visitors to be able to get to the island. The Kukutali Preserve itself has almost no 
place for parking, due to wetland restrictions. The only potential area on the 
Preserve, along Snee-Oosh Road, is being thoroughly vetted to see if parking can 
be developed there. When funding, planning, and permitting come together, that 
will be the critical step to allow public access. 

A management plan reflecting these directions should be available by 
September 7, and the Current will share those details, in detail. 
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Projected vs. Actual Discover Pass Sales
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Rate This Park  
 
The current ratings from TripAdvisor.com reflect a four and a half 'circle' 

rating out of five circles! We are appreciative of the many high scores we are 
receiving from our guests and visitors.  

Of course, we can't take credit for many of the positive comments, which 
highlight the abundant natural features, recreational opportunities, and other 
intrinsic elements at Deception Pass. On the other hand, comments about the clean 
restrooms, courteous service, and friendly staff cheer my heart! 

The negative comments? Jet noise, having to pay to drive into the park, and 
park staff not allowing "adult noise" after 10 p.m. All very true. Nice to know that 
people recognize us as a family park and not a party place. That's a positive in my 
eyes. 

 

Discover Pass Turns One 

So, how did Discover Pass sales do for the first year, July 2011 through June 
of 2012? 

The chart below gives a good indication: well below expectations, bringing in 
about $13 million, with hopes and expectations being around $26 million. Budget 
cuts that were made at the beginning of the year reflected the reality that Discover 
Pass sales would not allow the system to exist as it had in years past. One third, or 
66 out of 189 ranger positions, were converted to seasonal ranger or other seasonal 
positions. At Deception Pass, four of our ranger positions became seasonal 
positions or were cut entirely.  

Tax support for State Parks went from $94 million in 2007-09 down to $17 
million this biennium, a cut of about 80%. 

Looking at this picture realistically, we are at a level now that may not be 
sustainable, with minimal staffing in the winter months to maintain the facilities 
that are already in need of considerable work and expense to keep them going. 

Next week, our Commission will be presenting a report to the legislature 
asking for a limited amount of general fund support to keep your state park system 
at the current reduced level of service. 

No state park system in the nation is totally self-supporting based on fees and 

revenues raised in the parks. 
Our Commission believes that Washington State Parks provides many 

benefits to the state for a variety of reasons: reduced cost camping for disabled 
veterans, other disabled citizens, limited income seniors, and foster families; local 
economy support through tourism and travel; and the general benefit of having 
parks as part of our culture, knowing that our history is being preserved, our 
environment being handed down intact to future generations, and society having a 
place where families can connect and find health and spiritual renewal. 
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  Another day at the beach at Deception Pass State Park.
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Deception Pass Foundation: 

Join Us in Shaping the Future 
 

OUR MISSION: 

… to support the development of educational programs and 
resource protection at Deception Pass State Park. 
 

We achieve our mission by: 
Providing financial support  for educational and 
environmental programs in the park, 
 
Supporting community partnerships which enhance the 
Foundation’s mission, and 
 
Fundraising for park projects 
 
The Deception Pass Foundation is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization. All contributions are tax deductable.  
 
Contributions to the Foundation are dedicated solely to  
educational programs and resource protection projects at 
Deception Pass State Park. 
 
We provide a way to give back and ensure that 100% of 
your donations go to enhance the future of the park. 
 

Contact us at: 

Deception Pass Foundation 
41020 State Route 20 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
 

360-675-3767 ext. 26 

 
 
 
 
 
For on-line giving by PayPal or credit card, go to: 
http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/membership.html  
 

 

Membership Application 

Deception Pass Park Foundation 
 
Name ___________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________ 
 
City ____________________________________________ 
 
State _________     Zip _____________________________ 
 
Email ___________________________________________ 
 
Membership Level: 

� Student/Seniors: $10 

� Individual $20 

� Family $35 

� Small Business $100 

� Sustaining $100 

� Sponsor $250 

� Patron $500 

� Steward $1000 

� Benefactor $2000 

 

� Other donation: $______________ 

 
Total enclosed: $__________________ 
Please make checks payable to Deception Pass Park 

Foundation. Send completed application to address at left. 

 
Would you like to be recognized as a donor?   
� Yes      No � 

   
 
 
 

   

 

 
 

 


