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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A monthly newsletter from the desk of the park manager,  

to our friends and neighbors who care about this park

   

PPaarrkk  EEvveennttss  

  
Folk and Traditional Arts in the Parks 

are back! 

American Roots Concert Series 
Saturdays, July 7 to August 4 
7 p.m. at the Amphitheater 
 
A series of five concerts, free to all visitors, 
highlighting the diverse music and traditions of 
America. (Discover Pass required) 
 
For details, visit 
http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/calend
ar and scroll down to the bottom of the page. 

 

 

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEvveennttss  

  
JJuunnee  1122,,    66::3300  ttoo  99  pp..mm..  
BBuurrlliinnggttoonn  LLiibbrraarryy  

HHooww  SShhoouulldd  SSttaattee  PPaarrkkss  CChhaannggee??  

SSeeee  aarrttiiccllee  ttoo  tthhee  rriigghhtt 
 
 

Summer Projects: 
• Replacing the deck on the recreation hall at 
the Cornet Bay Retreat Center 

• Re-roofing CCC residence: summer 

• Bowman Bay Sewer Field: in process; fall 

completion date 
 

Cornet Bay Restroom and Picnic 
Shelter 

Other than some minor final touches, these 
two buildings are done! When we get the last 
steps finished, these fittingly appropriate 
buildings will be open for use.  

  Kukutali Preserve Open House 
The Kukutali Preserve Management Board will be hosting an open house 

and public meeting at 7 p.m. on June 21 at the Anacortes Public Library. 
The board seeks public input into determining the future of Kiket Island and 
the Preserve. 

Further details will be shared this coming week, but please join us if you 
can. Your thoughts and ideas will make a difference. 

Bring them to the library on June 21.  
 

How should the park system change? 
Weigh in on June 12 - Burlington 
OLYMPIA – May, 11, 2012 –  
Should the State Parks system operate more like an enterprise-based hospitality 
industry, a public conservation asset based mostly on grant and tax funding – 
or perhaps a system of parks freely standing as community non-profit entities? 
What do people love about their park system, and what improvements need to 
be made? 

These and other questions will be considered and discussed as part of a 
broad public outreach effort by Washington State Parks and Recreation 
Commission staff. Ideas are being sought through e-mail and in meetings with 
legislators, stakeholders and in public meetings scheduled around the state in 
May and June.  

Information gathered will be used to create a transformation strategy that 
will guide the park system through the next five years and beyond. The 
strategic transformation plan is to be used as a successor plan to the State Parks 
Centennial 2013 Plan, which provided guidance for parks improvements 
during the past 10 years. 

At the public meetings, parks staff will present the "state of state parks" 
and ask for ideas and comments about three “thematic alternative” visions for 
the future. Each of the “themes" will be explored by using a local park as an 
example. Participants at each meeting will have an opportunity to discuss the 
themes and share their ideas.  

Our nearest public meeting: 
Burlington: 6:30 to 9 p.m. June 12 

Burlington Library 
820 E. Washington Ave. 
Burlington, WA 98233 

 
As the process moves forward, public comments, questions and 

suggestions received about the future of Washington State Parks will be made 
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On a Global Scale: 

 
"The world's air has reached what 

scientists call a troubling new milestone for 
carbon dioxide, the main global warming 
pollutant. 

The planet's climate recently 
reached a new milestone of 400 parts 
per million (ppm) of carbon dioxide in 
the Arctic. 

"Monitoring stations across the Arctic this 
spring are measuring more than 400 parts per 
million of the heat-trapping gas in the 
atmosphere. The number isn't quite a surprise, 
because it's been rising at an accelerating pace. 
Years ago, it passed the 350 ppm mark that 
many scientists say is the highest safe level for 
carbon dioxide. It now stands globally at 395. 

"So far, only the Arctic has reached that 
400 level, but the rest of the world will follow 
soon." 

 
 

 

PPaarrkk  EExxppeerriieenncceess  
 

Kukutali Tours 
Call the caretaker at 360-661-0682 to set 

up a reservation for a two-hour tour of the 
Kukutali Preserve on a Saturday morning. 

Tours are free. Reservations are required, 
as space is limited.  Tours start at 9 and 11 a.m.. 
with space for just 12 people at a time. 

 
Anacortes Kayak Tours 

Closed for the season. Visit the website  
www.anacorteskayaktours.com 
The AKT is a proud sponsor of the Deception 

Pass Dash. 

 
Deception Pass Tours 

Closed for the season. Visit the welcome 
wagon at the bridge, or their store on Highway 
20 north of the park near milepost 44for more 
information, or check their website at 
www.deceptionpasstours.com 

 
Academic Adventures 

Visit the website at 
www.academicsandadventures.org 
 

 

available online at www.parks.wa.gov/Beyond2013/.  
Individuals, groups and organizations wishing to join an e-mail list for 

updates on the planning process may use the following contact information:  
E-mail: Strategic.Planning@parks.wa.gov  
Phone: (360) 902-8504 and ask for Strategic Planning  
 
 

Dear Washington State Parks Stakeholder, 
 
Washington State Parks is in the midst of an extraordinary 

transformation of programs and finance. As we enter our second century of 
service, we find ourselves mightily challenged by the task of stewarding an 
amazing legacy of natural, cultural and recreational resources turned over to 
our care by previous generations.  

During the past five years, State Parks has shrunk the system from 121 
to 116 parks, has reduced staff by approximately 200 full time staff and has 
reduced its operating budget by 25%. In the same five years, our funding has 
decreased from a decades-long funding level of about 70 percent general 
fund tax support... to about 12 percent currently. General fund support for 
State Parks is expected to be at zero in the next biennium.  

State Parks is reaching out to the public to help us chart our course 
forward. Public meetings are scheduled throughout the state (see above).  

In addition, we want to talk with you, our stakeholders, to better 
understand your questions, suggestions and concerns, so we can provide you 
the best information we have about the choices we face in programs and 
finance. The information gained will be used to help us develop a larger 
transformation strategy intended to be the successor to the Centennial 2013 
Plan. 

To structure the public outreach effort, State Parks has come up with 
three alternative “thematic visions” for the future of our system. The 
alternatives are:   

Theme 1: Parks as an Enterprise 

Theme 2: Parks as a Community Non-Profit 

Theme 3: Parks as a Public Conservation Asset 
Each thematic alternative will be described in some detail and discussed 

at the public meetings, where we will ask a number of critical questions for 
your consideration. Each theme details an approach that could close the gap 
between program costs and park financing.  

But these are only “themes.” Outlining our choices in this fashion will 
allow us to broaden our thinking about what we most value about our 
magnificent park system and how best to sustain it over time. The themes 
also provide a meaningful structure for public comment now and in the 
future.  

I would like to meet with you and your group on the phone or in person 
if possible to talk about the critical choices facing the park system and to 
hear your thoughts on directions you think we should take. Please let me 
know how State Parks can best meet your needs for information in the 
coming months. 

Thank you so much for your attention and interest in your Washington 
State Park system. 

 
Regards,  
 
Daniel Farber 

Washington State Parks Legislative Liaison 
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The Deception Pass Park Foundation, 
formed in 2005, is a membership-based non-
profit organization dedicated to the funding of 
environmental education and protection in 
Deception Pass State Park. 

Current efforts include seeking to support 
funding for a park interpreter next year, 
rebuilding the park amphitheater, furnishing the 
Rosario field classroom, sponsoring the Beach 
Naturalist program, and helping fund the 
eventual construction of a Rosario Interpretive 
Center. 

Past successes include funding the 
protection of the Goose Rock meadows and the 
tidepool area, funding safety fencing at 
Bowman Bay, roofing of CCC shelters, 
sponsoring the bridge's 75th anniversary 
celebration, and hiring this year's interpretive 
intern, Sam Wotipka. 

If you are interested in furthering the goals 
of the Foundation, please join as a member and 
consider applying to become a board member. 
The board is actively seeking new board 
members to lead the Foundation as it moves 
forward. 

Visit the website of the Deception Pass 
Park Foundation to see how you can support 
this park 

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org 

 

Foundation Board members: 
Liz Merriman, President 
Barry Wenaas, Vice-President 
Steve Young, Secretary 
George Churchill 
Estelle Johnson 
Barb Shaw 
 

Foundation Board Advisors: 
Jack Hartt, Park Manager 
[vacant due to layoffs] Park Ranger  
Sam Wotipka, Park Naturalist Intern 

 
 
 

   Follow the Deception Pass Park 
Foundation on Facebook. Search for 
"Deception Pass Park Foundation" 
 

 

PNTA leader Doug Shepherd gives safety talk and orientation. 
 

National Trails Day and PNTA  
A couple dozen Pacific Northwest Trail Association volunteers helped 

improve the park's trail system on National Trails Day June 2. 
The local PNTA volunteers, led by Joan Melcher, organized a work day to 

take on several trail projects. One group cleared and brushed parts of the 
Hoypus Hill trails, including a new stretch they built a couple years ago. Some 
worked at peeling logs for a potential new railing for a section of trail near 
Quarry Pond. Others worked on the new connector trail joining Goose Rock 
with Cornet Bay. Although this trail still lacks one critical bridge juncture, it 
will be ready if and when the simple bridge can be permitted and built. 

The PNTA adopted Deception Pass as part of the "Adopt-A-Park" 
program, and have dedicated hundreds of hours each year to maintaining and 
improving our parks trails. 

PNTA members work hard at peeling logs for future railings 

 
Their dedication and hard work make a difference that all of us enjoy year 

round. Thank you again, PNTA! 
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"Current"   Logo Credits 
Barb Lyter of Lyter Photography and 

Graphic Design provided the design for the title 
logo of the “Current”.  

Learn more on the web at 
www.lyterphotography.com 

 

 
 

 

 

Celebrate 

Washington State Park’s 

Centennial 2013 
 

 

This monthly update is sent to folks who have 

expressed an interest in keeping in touch with what 

is happening or in the planning stages at Deception 

Pass State Park. If you are not interested in 

receiving these monthly updates, please reply to this 

message and let me know, or send an email to 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov to be removed from the list. 

We have no intention of sending emails that you do 

not wish to receive. 

If you wish to communicate at anytime with me 

or other park staff, please email, call, or visit us. 

This park is your park. 

 

 

 

Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park  
41020 State Route 20  
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov ♥ 
 
 
 

Amphitheater  
Cutting a ribbon would have been appropriate. 

Crowds filled the newly renovated amphitheater near West Beach at the 
park on Memorial Day weekend and loved the new design and brand new 
seating. 

Eagle Scout candidate Nathan Wagner organized volunteers and gathered 
donated materials from Oak Harbor's Frontier Lumber to build a brand new 
amphitheater. It seats up to 250 people now, with seating close to the stage for 
great views. 

Biologist Matt Klope presented his always-popular "Mammals of the 
Northwest" talk on May 26 to a full house at the amphitheater. Park staff and 
guest presenters will be offering presentations throughout the summer 
weekends to highlight park features, natural history, local history, and 
occasional special events as well. 

The amphitheater will also host the American Roots Concert Series 
starting in July. 

The next step: a new stage. 
If you want to help build or sponsor a park-appropriate stage, let us know. 

We want to build it this fall. 
 
 

Welcome to a New Seasonal Ranger 
We lost a full-time ranger, Benjamin Cooksey, when his position was cut 

to just six months due to budget reductions. 
Filling this position is our new ranger, Bryce Watkinson, and we are 

delighted to have him as part of the Deception Pass team. 
Bryce grew up in La Conner, and received a Bachelor of Arts degree in 

Recreation from Western Washington University. During the summer of 2011 
he worked as a park aide at Birch Bay State Park, and this is where he began 
considering a career as a Park Ranger for the state of Washington.   

He attended the Skagit Valley College Parks Law Enforcement Academy 
during the winter of 2012 and interviewed with the Washington State Parks 
and Recreation Commission during the same time. We offered him a seasonal 
ranger job at Deception Pass State Park and he began working the first of May.   

"Deception Pass was my number one choice out of the parks that had job 
openings for a number of reasons," Bryce said, "including the overall size of 
the park, location, and staff that work here. Ever since I was younger I wanted 
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to get into law enforcement and with the love I have for the outdoors, 
becoming a Park Ranger seemed to be the ideal job opportunity.  

"A month into the job and I already know I made the right decision coming 
to this park. I look forward to the challenges and opportunities that this job will 
present to me and am excited to be working here."   

Say hello to this Skagit County native and delightful young man, our 
newest park ranger. 

 
 

Boater Safety Checks 
The waters around Deception Pass are notorious for being hazardous. 

Storms and windy conditions are obvious dangers.  Even on calm days in the 
pass there may be currents that move over eight miles an hour. Even at slack 
tide, the water is only fifty degrees at best; hypothermia can be fatal in this 
cold water. 

To help keep our boaters safe, the Island County Sheriff's Department is 
conducting boat inspections at the Cornet Bay boat launch when they have 
staff available. These free checks are not to punish violators -- they are to help 
correct any safety deficiencies and educate boaters about staying safe. 

A sheriff's deputy helps a boater inspect his boat prior to heading out of 

Cornet Bay. The free courtesy checks help everyone focus on safety and a 

pleasant experience on the water. 

 
Most trips out on the water are incident free. But a sudden turn, a surprise 

wave, or a slip or other mistake can be a fatal factor if safety precautions are 
not in place. 

Always, please, wear a life vest. Take a boater education class (it's 
required for most boat operators). Don't drink and operate a motor boat. And 
have a plan for what to do if you find yourself or your passenger in the water 
unexpectedly. It can happen. 

Unfortunately, it happens with fatal consequences several times a year in 
our state. 
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Are You Safe on the Water? 

The United States Coast Guard released its annual report on Recreational 
Boating Statistics, May 16, 2012. The report identifies information gathered 
nationally from boating accident reports for 2011. 

Surprises - while accidents decreased about one percent, deaths increased 
nearly thirteen percent. Total boating fatalities last year rose to 758, the highest 
number on record since 1998. 

Operator inattention, improper lookout, operator inexperience, excessive 
speed and machinery failure ranked as the top five primary contributing factors 
in accidents. Alcohol use was the leading contributing factor in fatal boating 
accidents; it was listed as the leading factor in 16 percent of the deaths. 

Seventy percent of all fatal boating accident victims drowned, and of those, 
84 percent of were not wearing a life jacket. Only 11 percent of deaths 
occurred on vessels where the operator had received boating safety instruction. 

Seventy-five percent of boat accident drownings took place in boats 

that were under 21 feet long. 
The report is published annually by the U.S. Coast Guard's Boating 

SafetyDivision.  

 
Washington State alone has between 20-30 fatalities and 4,000 injuries 

from watercraft mishaps a year. 
In 90% of boating accident deaths, the boat operator had not received 

boating education. Since 2005, Washington State requires boat operators of 
motorboats of 15 horsepower or greater to take a boater education course. The 
course can be taken in a classroom or online. 

Sudden immersion in cold water makes it difficult, if not impossible, for 
boaters to keep their heads above water and stay afloat. Boating fatality 
statistics have shown that wearing a lifejacket gives boaters the best chance of 
survival in the event of an accident, especially in cold water. 

Small craft like kayaks, canoes and rafts are the most vulnerable to 
capsizing, but all boaters should be prepared and follow these guidelines: 

• Start enjoying boating the right way, with a course to develop 
skills and safe operation. Paddle sports instruction is offered by 
local clubs, outfitters and many park and recreation departments. 

• Always wear a properly fitted, U.S. Coast Guard-approved life 
jacket. Washington state requires all children 12 years of age and 
younger to wear a personal flotation device when boating.  

• Scout the condition of the lake, river or waters before getting 
underway. 

• Be a competent swimmer.  

• Be constantly alert for unexpected hazards.  

• Never use alcohol or drugs when boating or floating in a river. 
They dull important survival reflexes and impair decision-making 
skills.  

• Children should never boat or float a river without the close 
supervision of an adult.  

• Know and practice self-rescue techniques. Going in the water is 
always a possibility. Be prepared. 

 
Numbers of Washington State fatalities, year by year: 

2007 - 26 
2008 - 22 
2009 - 22 
2010 - 18 
2011 - 15 
Each one of these is too many. 
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The Challenge Is Almost Here!  
Why is it called a challenge? 
The swim is a challenge all by itself. Bike riders will encounter steep hills, 

muddy bogs, nettles, roots, turns and twists as they negotiate the Hoypus Hill 
route. Runners have to climb 
the highest point on Whidbey 
Island, then come back down 
to run on a mile of beach. 

The first Deception Pass 
Challenge takes place 
Saturday, June 16, starting at 
8 in the morning. The first 
100 to sign up will face the 
daunting challenge of an 800 
meter swim in the lake, a 
twelve mile bike ride out to 
Hoypus Hill and back, and 
then a four mile run near 
North Beach to the top of 
Goose Rock, and then back to 
North Beach at low tide to 
run to West Beach. 

The Deception Pass 
Foundation is sponsoring this 
challenge as a way to 

encourage healthy adventure, park exploration, and raise money for education 
and protection of the park. 

Visit the Foundation's website to get further details, see a map of the 
course, download an application, or become one of the many volunteers that 
will be needed to coordinate this event. You may also be interested in helping 
sponsor this event, to raise awareness for your business as well. Please call us. 

Our thanks to all of our generous sponsors: 

 

Whidbey Sun and Wind 

Whidbey Market Place and News 

WhidbeyLocal . com 

Island County Amateur Radio Club 

Nautilus Construction 

And a host of awesome volunteers and other donors. 
  
 

Discover Pass:  
 

 
Sales of the Discover Pass climbed upward the past two months, meeting 

our reduced expectations for this year. With these numbers, we hope to see our 
budget stabilized at the present level this year. Your support of this park and all 
of our state parks makes a real difference for today and the future. 
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Deception Pass Park Foundation: 

Join Us in Shaping the Future 
 

OUR MISSION: 

… to support the development of educational programs and 
resource protection at Deception Pass State Park. 
 

We achieve our mission by: 
Providing financial support  for educational and 
environmental programs in the park, 
 
Supporting community partnerships which enhance the 
Foundation’s mission, and 
 
Fundraising for park projects 
 
The Deception Pass Park Foundation is a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization. All contributions are tax deductable.  
 
Contributions to the Foundation are dedicated solely to  
educational programs and resource protection projects at 
Deception Pass State Park. 
 
We provide a way to give back and ensure that 100% of 
your donations go to enhance the future of the park. 
 

Contact us at: 

Deception Pass Park Foundation 
41020 State Route 20 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
 

360-675-3767 ext. 26 

 
 
 
 
 
For on-line giving by PayPal or credit card, go to: 
http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/membership.html  
 

 

Membership Application 

Deception Pass Park Foundation 
 
Name ___________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________ 
 
City ____________________________________________ 
 
State _________     Zip _____________________________ 
 
Email ___________________________________________ 
 
Membership Level: 

� Student/Seniors: $10 

� Individual $20 

� Family $35 

� Small Business $100 

� Sustaining $100 

� Sponsor $250 

� Patron $500 

� Steward $1000 

� Benefactor $2000 

 

� Other donation: $______________ 
 
Total enclosed: $__________________ 
Please make checks payable to Deception Pass Park 

Foundation. Send completed application to address at left. 

 
Would you like to be recognized as a donor?   
� Yes      No � 

   
 
 
 

   

 

 
 

 


