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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A monthly newsletter from the desk of the park manager,  

to our friends and neighbors who care about this park

   

PPaarrkk  EEvveennttss  

  
Memorial Day 

Our first evening programs of the year ! 

May 25. Friday Evening, 8:30 p.m. 

Yogi Bear! Yes, Yogi and Boo Boo return to 

the silver screen for a popcorn and movie night for 

everyone. 

May 26, Saturday evening, 7 p.m. 

"Wildlife of Whidbey" 

Matt Klope brings his always popular display 

of wildlife skins and bones to the amphitheater as 

we explore our local animals up close and 

personal. 

May 27, Sunday evening, 8:30 p.m. 

"Creatures of the Night" presentation by 

Ranger Wyman. 

We plan to present evening programs at the 

amphitheater every weekend from Memorial Day 

through Labor Day. 

We also hope to have Junior Ranger programs 

for kids of all ages every Saturday morning this 

summer. 

 

Salish Sea Native American Cultural 
Celebration  

June 9, which also happens to be a free-access 

day at the park, is a day to celebrate our Native 

American culture. From noon to 4 p.m., the Samish 

and Swinomish tribes bring their culture to life at 

Bowman Bay with stories, displays, crafts, a 

salmon lunch, canoe rides, and more. 

 

Arts in the Parks are back! 
Every Saturday evening in July and the first in 

August will bring a special cultural event to the 

amphitheater at the park.  

We don't know which groups or even what 

kind of groups, but you know they will be a fun 

and memorable time for the whole family. 

 

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEvveennttss  

  Kukutali Preserve Open House 

Save the date, and join us if you can. The Kukutali Preserve 

Management Board will be hosting an open house and public meeting on 

June 21 at the Anacortes Public Library. 

The board seeks public input 

into determining the future of Kiket 

Island and the Preserve. 

Currently the Preserve is being 

managed according to an "Interim 

Management Plan" crafted jointly 

by the Swinomish Tribe and 

Washington State Parks. 

To allow public access, we 

need to develop a management plan 

created with guidance and input 

from the public. 

There are specific limitations 

on what the Preserve can be, based 

on the requirements and restrictions 

of the grants and donations that paid 

for the island in the first place. We 

know that protection of the estuary 

lagoon and the wildflowers on 

Flagstaff Point are essential; we know that some activities will not take place 

on the island, such as overnight camping or commercial development. We 

know that the beaches belong to the tribe, and will not be available for non-

tribal harvesting. 

But there are many opportunities that can be explored and questions to 

be answered while preserving the values of the island. What should we do 

with the Dunlap House? Where and how much parking should be developed, 

if at all? Can we allow access to Flagstaff Point without damaging the 

resource? What other options or concerns do you have?  

Bring them to the library on June 21.  

 

Have You Seen Kiket? 
With the public meeting scheduled for June 21 to discuss the future of 

the Kukutali Preserve, now would be an ideal time to visit Kiket Island to 

understand the island's history and potential. 

Currently, the only way to visit Kukutali is by taking a Saturday tour, 

either at 9 a.m. or 11 a.m.. To schedule a tour, leave him a message at 360-

661-0682. 

There are only six Saturdays before the open house. Go see for yourself 

what the excitement is about,  and what opportunities we have. 
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ANACORTES PARKS AND RECREATION 

PLANT WALKS SCHEDULE 

 

TUESDAYS through May 29, 2012 

10:00 a.m. to noon, usually 

 

May 8---Sharpe County Park. Entrance is off 

Rosario Road just south of Sharpe Road. Pond, 

woods rich with mosses and lichens and open 

bluffs. Easy. Moderate if go to the bluffs. 

 

May 29---Cranberry Lake in Deception Pass State 

Park. Meet near the vending stands and restrooms 

on the west side of the lake. Backshore, dunes and 

other habitat.  Easy. Bring lunch to enjoy on the 

beach. 

 

Information---Call Ann Dursch, 360- 293-3044 or 

Susan Alaynick,  360-659-8792 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION AT THE 

LINCOLN THEATER, SATURDAY, MAY 12 

SAFEGUARDING 

BIG BLUE 

Garbage Gyres, Tsunami Debris, 

Marine Feedlots and Ocean 

Stewardship 

 

6:30 pm: Doors open to meet Capt. Moore and 

event sponsors 

7:00 pm: Music by Dana Lyons of Cows with 

Guns Fame, followed by Capt. Moore and 

presentations about protecting our blue planet. 

 

At the Lincoln Theater, 712 South First Street, 

Mount Vernon 

Admission: $6  

Students and Reduced Income: $4  

Under 16: free 

 

Captain Charles Moore is a scientist, activist and 

author of the acclaimed new book Plastic Ocean. 

A prominent seafaring environ-mentalist, he shares 

his shocking research on the Great Pacific Garbage 

Patch and tsunami debris soon reaching our shores. 

His presentation and book inspire a fundamental 

rethinking of the plastic age and the growing crisis 

our oceans face. 

Alfredo Quarto of Mangrove Action Project and 

Anne Mosness, organizers of Bluefestival, discuss 

Amphitheater for an Eagle 

Eagle Scout candidate Nathan Wagner, on right, leads a crew of 

volunteers in rebuilding the park's amphitheater 

 

Our home for evening programs is getting better, thanks to an Eagle 

Scout candidate from Troop 4063 in Oak Harbor, Nathan Wagner.  

Nathan has garnered donated lumber from Frontier Lumber in Oak 

Harbor, and brought together many hard working Boy Scouts and their 

siblings, moms and dads to begin remodeling the amphitheater. 

During our summer evening programs, the amphitheater has tried to hold 

upwards of 150 campers and visitors at a time, unsuccessfully and 

uncomfortably.  

With a new seating plan, and improved layout, and brand new seats, we 

should be able to give everyone a good seat with a good view. 

Our hat is off to Nathan for his diligence in finding materials and skilled 

labor to make this project happen. We hope it is ready for our first summer 

program on May 25! 

 

 
 
Welcome to a New Ranger 

Four of the ranger positions at Deception Pass changed to seasonal 

positions this year due to the budget reductions.  

Former Ranger Ryan Green, whose position was cut to eight months, 

found a training position in Olympia that takes advantage of his defensive 

tactics skills. 

Filling his position is the newest face at Deception Pass, Ranger Debra 

Wyman. Debbie transferred from Rasar State Park where she had been for 

the past five years. She had been working as a full-time ranger for 

Washington State Parks for 15 years.  

A lot of her passion in being a park ranger is for interpretation, and she is 

excited to work in a park that has so much to offer. She has already made a 

big difference in many ways, helping organize volunteer projects at the park, 

improving the appearance of our bulletin boards, and lending a hand in 

several recent search and rescues. 
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how our appetite for shrimp and other farmed 

seafoods is changing coastal biodiversity, 

ecosystems and communities.  

Under the radar screen are policies promoting 

marine fish farms in our state and nation’s waters, 

potential approval of genetically-engineered fish, 

even certification of farmed fish as “organic”. 

 

 

 

Natural History of the Harbor Porpoise  

Learn more about the porpoise’s natural 

history The harbor porpoise is a full-time resident 

of Washington Inland Waters and appears to have a 

significant presence around Fidalgo Island.  

The presentation will be Friday, June 1, 

7p.m. at the Anacortes Library. It is free and open 

to the public. 

This presentation is sponsored by the Pacific 

Biodiversity Institute, combining innovative 

scientific research, educational opportunities and 

technical support to inform conservation efforts 

and ensure that our rich biological heritage endures 

through the next century.  

For questions regarding this presentation or 

the Pacific Biodiversity Institute, please contact 

Marnee Chua at 425-948-7785. 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Projects: 
 Re-roofing Cornet Bay Retreat Center 

recreation hall roof, rebuilding porch, and 

improving interior flooring and fixtures: In-

process; porch to be completed this summer 

and fall 

 Re-roofing CCC residence: summer 

 Work at the Cornet Bay Boat Launch area 

progressing well, with a new water system 

nearly done, a replacement restroom, new 

shelter, and launch area improvements. See 

article 

 Bowman Bay Sewer Field: in process; fall 

completion date 
 

 

 

 

PPaarrkk  EExxppeerriieenncceess  
 

Kukutali Tours 
Call the caretaker at 360-661-0682 to set up a 

reservation for a two-hour tour of the Kukutali 

Preserve on a Saturday morning. 

Hope Island Blooms with Less Broom 

Hope Island adventurer Gene Kiver creates a mound of scotch broom as 

he saves a meadow close to the water at Hope Island 

 

Our annual Hope Island Scotch Broom party had a special highlight this 

year for half the participants: a gray whale swimming by! 

After a delayed start to the morning which embarrassed me to no end 

(ask me about it only if you want to see my face turn red), we ferried two 

groups of volunteers out to Hope Island. The second group approached the 

island just as a gray whale swam leisurely by right in front of us. (We kept 

the appropriate distance away to minimize our intrusion on the whale's 

travels.) 

Once on the island, our attention turned to removing Scotch broom, 

which the intrepid warrior volunteers did so with gusto.  

Hope Island is mostly a Natural Area Reserve, encouraging our highest 

level of protection in State Parks. Through the removal of the invasive plant, 

we are seeing a clear improvement in the meadows on the south side of the 

island. Wildflowers are blooming in great abundance now where we have 

removed the over-story of broom. 

Next year again, with a full tank of gas? 

 

Cleaning Beneath Bowman Bay 

The Skagit Search and Rescue Dive Team came to Deception Pass last 

week to help clean up the bottom of Bowman Bay. Starting at the floating 

dock on the south side of the 

bay, they didn't get very far. 

They found enough of a 

mess there, including a 9.9 

horsepower outboard motor, 

to take up all of their 

cleanup time! 

Our hearty thanks to 

Allen, Matt, and Dwight for 

donating their diving 

services to help remove 

these materials which are 

pictured to the right, 

including the leaking motor. 
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Tours are free. Reservations are required, as 

space is limited.  Tours start at 9 and 11 a.m.. with 

space for just 12 people at a time. 

 
Anacortes Kayak Tours 

Closed for the season. Visit the website  

www.anacorteskayaktours.com 

The AKT is a proud sponsor of the Deception Pass 

Dash. 

 
Deception Pass Tours 

Closed for the season. Visit their store on 

Highway 20 north of the park, near milepost 44, 

for more information, or check their website at 

www.deceptionpasstours.com 

 
Academic Adventures 

Visit the website at 

www.academicsandadventures.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Deception Pass Park Foundation, formed 

in 2005, is a membership-based non-profit 

organization dedicated to the funding of 

environmental education and protection in 

Deception Pass State Park. 

Lions Tame Park 

Nearly 70 Lions gathered at the park on April 21 for a day of service to 

their communities and the park. 

Lions from Coupeville, Oak Harbor, Anacortes, La Conner, and the San 

Juans met early in the morning at East Cranberry for marching directions, 

then spread out to work at eight different work stations in the park. 

Here are some of the projects they tackled: 

 clearing and brushing the forest interpretive trail 

 clearing the Dunes Trail of brush, and removing a fence no longer 

needed in the area 

 cleaning up and leveling uneven ground at Bowman Bay, raking the 

lawn smooth and adding yards of topsoil 

 Painting and repairing several of the park's bulletin boards, making them 

look fresh and inviting again 

 Weeding and spreading ground cover at the park office rain garden. 

 Demolishing a shed at the Cornet Bay Retreat Center, and recycling the 

used materials 

 Cleaning up park trails, removing over 2 1/2 bags of garbage from 

underfoot. 

The group enjoyed a scrumptious lunch at the East Cranberry shelter, 

honored their organizers with awards and a round of applause, then got back 

to work for the afternoon. All told, our local Lions donated well over 300 

hours of service to the park. 

 
 

Bowman Was Plugged Up  
Who knew?  

The wetland at the east end 

of the parking lot at Bowman 

Bay is connected to the wetland 

at the south end of Bowman and 

to the waters of the Bay with 

drainage pipes to keep the 

wetlands functional. 

When Bowman was a 

Department of Fisheries salmon 

hatchery, the wetlands were 

modified to allow the hatchery 

work to take precedence. The 

drainage pipes were installed to 

make sure the water continued to 

drain from the wetlands to the 

bay. 

When the hatchery was 

removed, it wasn't really 

removed. It was just crushed in 

place, becoming the field where 

the playground and lawn area 

sits south of the Bowman boat 

launch and beach parking area. 

Over the ensuing decades, 

however, the pipes became lost, and stopped functioning. We knew they 

were there, but we also knew they were not doing their job. As a result, the 

sewer drain field in this area was not doing its job as well because of the high 

water table from the backed up wetlands. 

Vac truck operator inspects end of 

long-buried drain pipe 

https://owa.wa.gov/exchange/Jack.Hartt@PARKS.WA.GOV/Inbox/curr.EML/1_multipart_xF8FF_2_Current2012-02.doc/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.anacorteskayaktours.com
https://owa.wa.gov/exchange/Jack.Hartt@PARKS.WA.GOV/Inbox/curr.EML/1_multipart_xF8FF_2_Current2012-02.doc/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.deceptionpasstours.com
http://www.academicsandadventures.org/
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Current efforts include seeking to support 

funding for a park interpreter next year, rebuilding 

the park amphitheater, furnishing the Rosario field 

classroom, sponsoring the Beach Naturalist 

program, and helping fund the eventual 

construction of a Rosario Interpretive Center. 

Past successes include funding the protection 

of the Goose Rock meadows and the tidepool area, 

funding safety fencing at Bowman Bay, roofing of 

CCC shelters, sponsoring the bridge's 75th 

anniversary celebration, and hiring this year's 

interpretive intern, Sam Wotipka. 

If you are interested in furthering the goals of 

the Foundation, please join as a member and 

consider applying to become a board member. The 

board is actively seeking new board members to 

lead the Foundation as it moves forward. 

Visit the website of the Deception Pass Park 

Foundation to see how you can support this park 

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org 

 

Foundation Board members: 

Liz Merriman, President 

Barry Wenaas, Vice-President 

Steve Young, Secretary 

George Churchill 

Estelle Johnson 

Barb Shaw 

 

Foundation Board Advisors: 

Jack Hartt, Park Manager 

[vacant due to layoffs] Park Ranger  

Sam Wotipka, Park Naturalist Intern 

 

 

 

   Follow the Deception Pass Park 

Foundation on Facebook. Search for "Deception 

Pass Park Foundation" 

 

 
 
 
 
"Current"   Logo Credits 

Barb Lyter of Lyter Photography and Graphic 

Design provided the design for the title logo of the 

“Current”.  

Learn more on the web at 

www.lyterphotography.com 

 

 
 

 

Our region engineer Phil Jensen worked with park and region staff to 

find the pipes, and to find solutions to make them work again. 

Our hats are off to Phil for his sleuthing powers to take half-century old 

maps and find a way to re-open the drains and restore our drainfields. 

The pipes are once again doing what they are supposed to do, allowing 

the area to remain open for public use, and the wetlands to remain functional 

as part of the natural environment. 

 

 

Puget Sound Starts Here! 
The goal of Puget Sound Starts Here Month is to raise awareness that 

Puget Sound is in trouble due to pollution, and simple actions by all of the 

residents of the region can make a huge difference.  

Puget Sound features 2,500 miles of shoreline. It is home to countless 

species, including orcas, sea lions, salmon and shellfish, as well as 4.5 

million people. Puget Sound creates economic opportunities for the area, 

including tourism, shipping and seafood, and the region’s exceptional quality 

of life is a key reason many local companies stay and expand here.  

Every year, millions of 

pounds of toxic pollutants enter 

Puget Sound. Most of that 

pollution comes from runoff.  

When it rains, the water flows 

over hard surfaces like houses, 

parking lots, driveways and 

streets and picks up pollution 

along the way. This polluted 

runoff flows through ditches or storm drains and into local waterways. Most 

runoff is not treated before it reaches streams, rivers, lakes, and Puget Sound. 

Simple actions you can take 

If each of the 4.5 million people living in the 12 counties that make up 

the Puget Sound region makes even one small change, the combined efforts 

will have a tremendous positive impact. 

 Never dump anything - liquid or solid - into a storm drain or 

drainage ditch. 

 Fix auto leaks right away and take any used fluids to a recycling 

center. 

 Take your car to a commercial car wash instead of washing it in 

your driveway. 

 Pick up pet waste regularly - in your yard and on walks - and put it 

in the trash.  

 Use natural yard products like compost and mulch. If you use 

chemical pesticides and fertilizers, follow the directions and use 

them sparingly. 

 Store and dispose of household chemicals according to the 

instructions on the label.  

 Landscape your yard with native plants and trees that will soak up 

more rain and slow the flow of runoff.  

Learn more about Puget Sound Starts Here and the effort to save Puget 

Sound at www.PugetSoundStartsHere.org. The website also includes 

additional information on actions residents can take, and the health of Puget 

Sound. 

Puget Sound Starts Here is supported by a consortium of more than 400 

organizations, including state, local governments, tribes, and non-

governmental organizations who are dedicated to cleaning up local 

waterways and Puget Sound. 

http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/
http://www.lyterphotography.com/
http://www.pugetsoundstartshere.org/
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Celebrate 

Washington State Park’s 

Centennial 2013 
 

 

This monthly update is sent to folks who have 

expressed an interest in keeping in touch with what is 

happening or in the planning stages at Deception Pass 

State Park. If you are not interested in receiving these 

monthly updates, please reply to this message and let me 

know, or send an email to jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov to be 

removed from the list. We have no intention of sending 

emails that you do not wish to receive. 

If you wish to communicate at anytime with me or 

other park staff, please email, call, or visit us. This park 

is your park. 

 

 

 
Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park  
41020 State Route 20  

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Marine Search and Rescue (MSAR) Day 

The dangerous waters of 

Deception Pass. The scenario of 

a boat collision in the pass 

during a strong tidal flow. With 

injuries. Twelve emergency 

response agencies working 

together to take care of the 

problem. 

That is what happened on 

April 21 as nearly every local 

search and rescue department participated in a mutual training exercise at 

Cornet Bay. Led by Ron Shrigly of Skagit Bay Search and Rescue and Jim 

O'Conner of North Whidbey Fire and Rescue, the training brought out boats, 

jet skis, and even a helicopter from Naval Air Station Whidbey Island. 

The scenario required seamless communication among all the agencies, 

and coordinated responses to the problem. Everyone learned the names of 

key players in other agencies and departments, and learned some of our 

strengths and some of our areas needing improvements. 

Our goal is to work together safely to help those in need. Practicing 

together makes that goal achievable. 

 

Update: The training became 

reality on May 4, when a man 

jumped from the bridge into the 

water. Weather conditions 

presented extremely trying 

circumstances for the search, but 

the coordination between four 

different agencies and departments 

with boats on the water and a 

helicopter in the air kept the 

rescuers safe and their search 

patterns coordinated. 

 

 

Can You Meet the Challenge?  
The first Deception Pass Challenge takes place Saturday, June 16, 

starting at 8 in the morning. The first 100 to sign up will face the daunting 

challenge of an 800 meter swim in the lake, a twelve mile bike ride out to 

Hoypus Hill and back, and then a four mile run near North Beach to the top 

of Goose Rock, and then back to North Beach at low tide to run to West 

Beach. 

The Deception Pass Foundation is 

sponsoring this challenge as a way to 

encourage healthy adventure, park 

exploration, and raise money for education 

and protection of the park. 

Visit the Foundation's website to get 

further details, see a map of the course, 

download an application, or become one of 

the many volunteers that will be needed to 

coordinate this event. You may also be 

interested in helping sponsor this event, to 

raise awareness for your business as well. 

Please call us. 
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Cranberry Lake in a thoughtful mood. 

“Our parks and preserves are not mere picnicking places. 

They are rich storehouses of memories and reveries. They are 

guides and counsels to the weary and faltering in spirit. They 

are bearers of wonderful tales to those who will listen; a solace 

to the aged and an inspiration to the young.” 

 Richard Lieber, “Father of the Indiana State Park 

System” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discover Pass:  

 
 

Here are the Discover Pass sales numbers for the whole state for July 1 of 

2011 through March of 2012: 

 

Agency: Expectations 

(millions) 

Actual sales 

(millions) 

F&W 15.6 4.6 

Parks 2.8 3.8 

DOL 3.6 1.6 

TOTAL 22 10 

 

From the above numbers, you can see State Parks are exceeding our sales 

expectations, but the online and retail sales through the Fish and Wildlife 

system, and the Department of Licensing sales, are far below expectations. 

With only 45% of the sales that were expected, further cuts may be 

looming for Washington State Parks.  

To offset this sluggish response to this user-supported business model, 

the legislature offered a one-time $4 million dollar transfer of money from 

the Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account to tide us through this first year. 

The encouraging word from all this is that sales in 2012 are approaching 

the levels that were originally hoped for. If that trend continues, the park 

system may get by as a user-supported system. 

We continue to look for ways to trim operating costs and enhance park 

revenues. 

Discover Pass sales at Deception Pass: 

From July 1 through April 30, our park has raised $430,000 in Discover 

Pass sales, including one day permit sales and the annual pass. 
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Deception Pass Park Foundation: 

Join Us in Shaping the Future 
 

OUR MISSION: 

… to support the development of educational programs and 

resource protection at Deception Pass State Park. 

 

We achieve our mission by: 
Providing financial support  for educational and 

environmental programs in the park, 

 

Supporting community partnerships which enhance the 

Foundation’s mission, and 

 

Fundraising for park projects 

 

The Deception Pass Park Foundation is a 501(c)3 non-

profit organization. All contributions are tax deductable.  

 

Contributions to the Foundation are dedicated solely to  

educational programs and resource protection projects at 

Deception Pass State Park. 

 

We provide a way to give back and ensure that 100% of 

your donations go to enhance the future of the park. 

 

Contact us at: 

Deception Pass Park Foundation 

41020 State Route 20 

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

 

360-675-3767 ext. 26 

 

 

 

 

 

For on-line giving by PayPal or credit card, go to: 

http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/membership.html  

 

 

Membership Application 

Deception Pass Park Foundation 

 

Name ___________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________________________ 

 

City ____________________________________________ 

 

State _________     Zip _____________________________ 

 

Email ___________________________________________ 

 

Membership Level: 

 Student/Seniors: $10 

 Individual $20 

 Family $35 

 Small Business $100 

 Sustaining $100 

 Sponsor $250 

 Patron $500 

 Steward $1000 

 Benefactor $2000 

 

 Other donation: $______________ 

 

Total enclosed: $__________________ 

Please make checks payable to Deception Pass Park 

Foundation. Send completed application to address at left. 

 

Would you like to be recognized as a donor?   
 Yes      No  

  
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/membership.html

