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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A monthly newsletter from the desk of the park manager,  

to our friends and neighbors who care about this park

   

CCoommmmuunniittyy  EEvveennttss  
 

Skagit Beach Watchers Winter 
Lecture Series  

The Skagit Co. WSU Beach Watchers 

are pleased to announce the final lecture of 

the popular Winter Lecture Series. This 

series of lectures offers presentations on 

various topics related to the Puget Sound and 

our local marine environment. 

All the lectures are presented at the 

Anacortes Public Library from 7-9pm, are 

free, and open to the public.  

 

Mt. Baker Volcano:  
Eruptive History and Hazards 
Friday, April 13, 7 p.m., Anacortes Library 

 

In 1975, our neighborhood volcano, Mt. 

Baker, appeared headed for an eruption. 

Today, Mt. Baker continues to be a very 

active volcano, venting up to 180 tons of 

carbon dioxide daily. Every year, researchers 

climb into Sherman Crater to collect gas 

samples to monitor volcanic activity. Will it 

erupt again and if so, what are the hazards? 

Join us to hear Dave Tucker, Adjunct, WWU 

Dept. of Geology and Member of the Mt. 

Baker Volcano Research Center Board, 

discuss this fascinating topic. The lecture is 

free, open to the public, and will be Friday, 

April 13, 7p.m., at the Anacortes Public 

Library. 

 

This lecture is fourth in a series of 

presentations sponsored by the Skagit Co. 

Beach Watchers, promoting education and 

stewardship of our local marine resources. 

For questions regarding this lecture and 

future presentations, please contact Matt 

Kirschbaum at (360) 293-0773  

  Hope Island Volunteer Day  
Set Back One Day: April 15 Now 

My sincerest apologies: 

Our annual voyage and adventure to Hope Island will be delayed one day due 

to the funeral services of the former Northwest Region Manager of Washington 

State Parks, Terry Doran. The Hope Island Scotch Broom day will be Sunday April 

15 instead of on Saturday. 

It's a hearty day for seafaring adventurers who go out to Hope Island to take on 

the scotch broom and restore the meadows. 

The park boat leaves at 9 a.m. from the launch at Cornet Bay. We will make as 

many trips as necessary to get everyone to the island. From the bay we hike across 

the island and cut, pull, and decimate the remaining scotch broom from the 

blooming flower-filled grassy meadows. 

Past journeys have made a noticeable difference, and we hope to keep up the 

good work until every flower has a view of the sun again. 

Bring your gloves, outdoor clothing, loppers, or other weapon of choice. Bring 

a boat if you or a neighbor have one that you can use to reduce our commuting 

shuttle time. Just be sure to bring yourselves on the 15th, not the 14th! Hope to see 

you then. 

 
Terry Doran (1946 - 2012)  

 It is with great sadness that we announce that Terry Doran passed away on 

Monday, April 2. Many of you may remember Terry as the leader of the Northwest 

Region of Washington State Parks for over twenty five years. He was my boss for 

several years as well. 

Terry started with Parks in 1975 as an Administrative Assistant. He promoted 

to be Region Supervisor in 1982, from which he retired in 2008, a little less than 

four years ago. 

The man who took his place as region director, Eric Watilo, described Terry as 

"the personality that truly embodied the character of the Northwest region of 

Washington State Parks".  

Terry was somewhat independent from the rest of the organization, forward 

thinking, and enjoyed life and the company of fellow park employees. His relaxed 

style belied a quick and agile mind that quickly grasped the heart of issues. He had 

a great sense of humor and a passion for parks. 

He leaves behind his wife, Pat, who many of you know from her years at the 

Skagit County Historical Museum, and daughter Sarah, her husband Jose and their 

family, along with other family members and a multitude of friends. 

The funeral services are at 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 14, at the Eaglemont Golf 

Club. 
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"Green Fire" 
April 27, 3-5 p.m. 

Oak Harbor Library 

In honor of Arbor Day and Earth Day, 

there will be a special showing of Green 

Fire at the Oak Harbor Library on April 27, 

3-5pm. 

The film is about the life of 

conservationist Aldo Leopold and his work. 

He authored Sand County Almanac that 

became required reading for anyone entering 

the field. His lasting legacy has served to 

inspire naturalists, writers and 

conservationists for generations. 

 

 

ANACORTES PARKS AND 

RECREATION 

PLANT WALKS SCHEDULE 

 

TUESDAYS, 10:00 a.m. to noon, usually 

 

April 10---Rosario Head at Deception Pass 

State Park. Entrance is west of the 

Bowman's Bay park entrance off of Rosario 

Road on the north side of  the bridge. Rocky 

headland and sheltered woods. Little 

elevation gain. Easy. 

 

April 24---Bowman's Bay at Deception Pass 

State Park. Meet in the Bowman's Bay 

parking lot  across from Pass Lake on the 

north side of the bridge. Park near the pier. 

Beach, woods and rocky headland. Some 

hill. Celebrate Earth Day in the woods. 

Moderate. 

 

May 1---Goose Rock in Deception Pass 

State Park. Meet in the parking lot at the 

south end of the bridge. Woods and open 

bluffs full of spring flowers. Some hill. 

Moderate. 

 

May 8---Sharpe County Park. Entrance is off 

Rosario Road just south of Sharpe Road. 

Pond, woods rich with mosses and lichens 

and open bluffs. Easy. Moderate if go to the 

bluffs. 

 

May 29---Cranberry Lake in Deception Pass 

State Park. Meet near the vending stands and 

restrooms on the west side of the lake. 

Backshore, dunes and other habitat.  Easy. 

Bring lunch to enjoy on the beach. 

 

Information---Call Ann Dursch, 360- 293-

3044 or Susan Alaynick,  360-659-8792 

 

 
Regional Water SAR Training 

Several Search and Rescue agencies will be working together at Cornet Bay in 

Deception Pass State Park on Saturday, April 21, for a coordinated training event. 

The Skagit Bay Search and Rescue team, North Whidbey Fire and Rescue, 

Island County Sheriff's Office, Camano Island Search and Rescue, U. S. Navy, U. 

S.Coast Guard, and others will be gathering their resources and staff to work on 

mutual assistance for practice rescue missions. 

Vessel Assist from Cornet Bay may also be a part of the training, as they have 

always been first responders to incidents in the Pass as well, along with being 

highly trained experts on the local waters. 

Deception Pass State Park staff, who are usually first on scene for any marine 

rescue, will not be able to participate due to our shortage of staff for that day and a 

large volunteer work project taking place in the park. 

We hope the training exercise can improve inter-agency communication, and 

show areas that may need further coordination before the next rescue event takes 

place. 
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Spring Projects: 
 Re-roofing Cornet Bay Retreat Center 

recreation hall roof, rebuilding porch, 

and improving interior flooring and 

fixtures: In-process; see article 

 Replacing wasteful lighting fixtures 

throughout the Cornet Bay Retreat 

Center: Nearly done 

 Re-roofing CCC residence 

 Work at the Cornet Bay Boat Launch 

area progressing well, with a new water 

system nearly done, a replacement 

restroom, new shelter, and launch area 

improvements. See article 

 

 

 

 

PPaarrkk  EExxppeerriieenncceess  
 

Kukutali Tours 
Call the caretaker at 360-661-0682 to 

set up a reservation for a two-hour tour of 

the Kukutali Preserve on a Saturday 

morning. 

Tours are free. Reservations are 

required, as space is limited.  Tours start at 9 

and 11 a.m.. with space for just 12 people at 

a time. 

 
Anacortes Kayak Tours 

Closed for the season. Visit the website  

www.anacorteskayaktours.com 

The AKT is a proud sponsor of the 

Deception Pass Dash. 

 
Deception Pass Tours 

Closed for the season. Visit their store 

on Highway 20 north of the park, near 

milepost 44, for more information, or check 

their website at 

www.deceptionpasstours.com 

 
Academic Adventures 

Visit the website at 

www.academicsandadventures.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discover Pass: For Two Vehicles Now 
Governor Gregoire signed new legislation last Friday that authorizes two 

vehicles to be listed on one Discover Pass. 

This may not sound like a big deal, but for many Washingtonians, it was what 

kept them from buying even one pass in the first place. 

The legislature, governor, and certainly State Park officials hope that by 

allowing the second vehicle and appealing to those who held out that sales will 

increase beyond the lagging rates of last year. 

State Parks depend on the success of the Discover Pass to keep State Parks and 

other state recreational lands open and in good serviceable condition for the people 

of our state. 

If you have a pass already, you are free to add a second license plate under the 

first one listed. The only catch is that the pass is only good for one vehicle at a time; 

that is, you can't have both vehicles in a park with just one pass. 

Park staff are busy reminding visitors that the pass is required now to be in the 

park. Vehicles without passes are given a $99 infraction notice as a friendly 

reminder. 

 

 

Cornet Bay 

"It looks like it belongs in the park." 

That's how one neighbor described the new restroom and shelter being 

constructed at Cornet Bay. 

Faber Construction of Bellingham has done a remarkable job of taking the 

plans we made for a restroom and shelter, and creating buildings that truly reflect 

the appearances and flavor of Deception Pass State Park. 

The rafters had to be hand-crafted, a laborious process that took time but 

resulted in a roof line that appears to be very similar to the CCC rooflines 

throughout the park. 

The detail work inside the restroom still needs to take place, but the structures are 

up, letting us know that the completion date is not far off. 

 

 

https://owa.wa.gov/exchange/Jack.Hartt@PARKS.WA.GOV/Inbox/curr.EML/1_multipart_xF8FF_2_Current2012-02.doc/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.anacorteskayaktours.com
https://owa.wa.gov/exchange/Jack.Hartt@PARKS.WA.GOV/Inbox/curr.EML/1_multipart_xF8FF_2_Current2012-02.doc/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.deceptionpasstours.com
http://www.academicsandadventures.org/


 4 

 

 

 

 

 

The Deception Pass Park Foundation, 

formed in 2005, is a membership-based non-

profit organization dedicated to the funding 

of environmental education and protection in 

Deception Pass State Park. 

Current efforts include seeking to 

support funding for a park interpreter next 

year, rebuilding the park amphitheater, 

furnishing the Rosario field classroom, 

sponsoring the Beach Naturalist program, 

and helping fund the eventual construction 

of a Rosario Interpretive Center. 

Past successes include funding the 

protection of the Goose Rock meadows and 

the tidepool area, funding safety fencing at 

Bowman Bay, roofing of CCC shelters, 

sponsoring the bridge's 75th anniversary 

celebration, and hiring this year's 

interpretive intern, Sam Wotipka. 

If you are interested in furthering the 

goals of the Foundation, please join as a 

member and consider applying to become a 

board member. The board is actively seeking 

new board members to lead the Foundation 

as it moves forward. 

Visit the website of the Deception Pass 

Park Foundation to see how you can support 

this park 

www.deceptionpassfoundation.org 

 

Foundation Board members: 

Liz Merriman, President 

Barry Wenaas, Vice-President 

Steve Young, Secretary 

George Churchill 

Estelle Johnson 

Barb Shaw 

 

Foundation Board Advisors: 

Jack Hartt, Park Manager 

[vacant due to layoffs] Park Ranger  

Sam Wotipka, Park Naturalist Intern 

 

 

 

   Follow the Deception Pass Park 

Foundation on Facebook. Search for 

"Deception Pass Park Foundation" 

WTA Rebuilds North Beach Trail  
The bucket brigade came back!  

March 12 brought the Washington Trail Association to Deception Pass State 

Park to improve the trail from the South Bridge parking lot down to North Beach.  

This popular trail sees hundreds of hikers every day enjoying the downhill hike 

to the beach under the bridge. The hike back up is a bit of a challenge for those 

unaccustomed to the climb, but the memory of the adventure is worth the exercise 

to make the hike. 

Originally built by the CCC, the trail has suffered from erosion caused by the 

runoff of rain water channeling down the trail. The Pacific Northwest Trail 

Association rebuilt the trail and added a safety railing a few years ago. 

This year, the WTA created swales in the trail to lead water off of the trail, then 

hauled two yards of crushed rock -- bucket by bucket! -- to rebuild the trail base 

and cover the bedrock that the erosion was exposing. 

They also leveled other erosion areas further down the trail.  

Over two dozen volunteers gave a weekend of service to the park and to our 

visitors to make these improvements.  

Give the WTA a tip of your hat the next time you wander down the trail in 

comfort and safety. 

 

 

 

Can You Meet the Challenge?  
Ever tried running to the top of Goose Rock? Ever biked over 12 miles along 

the Discover Trail and through the back trails of Hoypus hill? Ever swam in 

Cranberry Lake? For a half 

mile? 

Ever done all three the 

same morning?  

The first Deception Pass 

Challenge takes place 

Saturday, June 16, starting at 

8 in the morning. The first 

100 to sign up will face the 

daunting challenge of an 800 

meter swim in the lake, a 

twelve mile bike ride out to 

Hoypus Hill and back, and 

then a four mile run near 

North Beach to the top of 

Goose Rock, and then back 

to North Beach at low tide to 

run to West Beach. 

The Deception Pass 

Foundation is sponsoring this 

challenge as a way to 

encourage healthy adventure, 

park exploration, and raise 

money for education and 

protection of the park. 

Visit the Foundation's website to get further details, see a map of the course, 

download an application, or become one of the many volunteers that will be needed 

to coordinate this event. You may also be interested in helping sponsor this event, 

to raise awareness for your business as well. Please call us. 

 

 

http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/
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"Current"   Logo Credits 

Barb Lyter of Lyter Photography and 

Graphic Design provided the design for the 

title logo of the “Current”.  

Learn more on the web at 

www.lyterphotography.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate 

Washington State Park’s 

Centennial 2013 
 

 

This monthly update is sent to folks who 

have expressed an interest in keeping in touch 

with what is happening or in the planning stages 

at Deception Pass State Park. If you are not 

interested in receiving these monthly updates, 

please reply to this message and let me know, or 

send an email to jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov to be 

removed from the list. We have no intention of 

sending emails that you do not wish to receive. 

If you wish to communicate at anytime with 

me or other park staff, please email, call, or visit 

us. This park is your park. 

 

 

 
Park Manager 
Deception Pass State Park  
41020 State Route 20  

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

360-675-3767 ext. 26 

jack.hartt@parks.wa.gov  

 
 

Volunteer of the Year! 
Rookie of the Year! 

Two Deception Pass State Park 

volunteers took home two of the top 

volunteer awards in the state this year. 

The two volunteers were honored in 

an award ceremony in front of the 

Washington State Parks and Recreation 

Commission in Port Townsend on 

Thursday, March 28/ 

Sammye Kempbell was given the 

top award of Volunteer of the Year for 

Washington State Parks for 2011.  

Sammye has been teaching and 

guiding visitors to the Rosario tidepools 

since 2003, logging hundreds of hours 

each year. She also assisted in helping 

the park develop a trail through the 

tidepools to protect the rest of the area 

from trampling feet.. Last year, she 

created and taught much of the Beach 

Naturalist training program, developing a group of docents to assist in teaching at 

Rosario and preserving the tidepools. These docents put in over 1000 hours, 

meeting over 12,000 visitors at Rosario. Sammye presented the second Beach 

Naturalist class this year, with another twenty volunteers taking part in the ten hour 

training class. Sammye's sweet and helpful nature is a joy; she loves the Rosario 

area, and loves sharing it with visitors. 

Rick Colombo received a new honor, Rookie of the Year for Washington 

State Parks.  

He joined us last April as an interpretive intern, getting credit from Skagit 

Valley College in their recreation management program while he volunteered at the 

park. Rick's enthusiasm and dedication to the myriad duties of interpretation at the 

park brought new life to our programs and to our visitors. He led Junior Ranger 

programs, teaching kids of all ages in groups of 30 on up to 150 at a time on 

Saturday mornings. He emceed our evening programs and led several evening 

programs, including some he developed himself on the history of the park, fishing 

in the park, and more. He scheduled the volunteers for the Rosario tidepools, and 

personally led thousands of school children and general park visitors through the 

pools. His twenty hours a week of internship often spread to over forty hours a 

week. His engaging style could not be forgotten by anyone who met him. 

Congratulations to these two representatives of all the great volunteers we have 

at Deception Pass State Park. Our volunteers provided over 10,000 hours of service 

last year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

http://www.lyterphotography.com/
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Deception Pass Park Foundation: 

Join Us in Shaping the Future 
 

OUR MISSION: 

… to support the development of educational programs and 

resource protection at Deception Pass State Park. 

 

We achieve our mission by: 
Providing financial support  for educational and 

environmental programs in the park, 

 

Supporting community partnerships which enhance the 

Foundation’s mission, and 

 

Fundraising for park projects 

 

The Deception Pass Park Foundation is a 501(c)3 non-

profit organization. All contributions are tax deductable.  

 

Contributions to the Foundation are dedicated solely to  

educational programs and resource protection projects at 

Deception Pass State Park. 

 

We provide a way to give back and ensure that 100% of 

your donations go to enhance the future of the park. 

 

Contact us at: 

Deception Pass Park Foundation 

41020 State Route 20 

Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

 

360-675-3767 ext. 26 

 

 

 

 

 

For on-line giving by PayPal or credit card, go to: 

http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/membership.html  

 

 

Membership Application 

Deception Pass Park Foundation 

 

Name ___________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________________________ 

 

City ____________________________________________ 

 

State _________     Zip _____________________________ 

 

Email ___________________________________________ 

 

Membership Level: 

 Student/Seniors: $10 

 Individual $20 

 Family $35 

 Small Business $100 

 Sustaining $100 

 Sponsor $250 

 Patron $500 

 Steward $1000 

 Benefactor $2000 

 

 Other donation: $______________ 

 

Total enclosed: $__________________ 

Please make checks payable to Deception Pass Park 

Foundation. Send completed application to address at left. 

 

Would you like to be recognized as a donor?   
 Yes      No  

  
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

http://www.deceptionpassfoundation.org/membership.html

